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At the beginning of the 21st Century Enos 
Park was identified as a blighted neighbor-
hood. The once majestic homes were tired 
and dilapidated. Over time they had been 
divided into multifamily units and rental 
properties. With changes to the structure 
came changes to the makeup of the popula-
tion. There was more movement in and out 
of Enos Park and less pride in the upkeep of 
the buildings and the image of the neighbor-
hood.  

 

Today, however, we are immersed in a ma-
jor revitalization project. Our goal, as out-
lined in the Enos Park Master Plan, is to 
recapture the look and feel of the neighbor-
hood when it was known as the “Jewel of 
Springfield!” In addition to identifying spe-
cific design standards, a team of builders and 
developers, and new financial resources, we 
are working to have the neighborhood desig-
nated a National Register Historic District.  
 

To be eligible, the properties in the 
neighborhood must 1) be distinctive for their 
type, period, and method of construction, 2) 
be associated with the lives of significant 
persons in our past, and 3) be a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose compo-
nents may lack individual distinction but 

contribute to the uniqueness of the neighbor-
hood as a whole. 
 

To identify these criteria, we have reviewed 
and analyzed the architectural survey of the 
homes in Enos Park done by Fever River 
Research. As you read through this report 
done in 1997, you come to realize that we 
live in a neighborhood which is almost the 
same as it was in 1897 and the turn of the 
20th Century. 
 

At the time of the survey, 287 properties, or 
70% of the houses in Enos Park, had been 
built before the turn of the century. Eighteen 
of these had been built in the Lincoln Era 
(pre 1861), and with an additional 78 homes 
built between 1900 and 1910, there are today 
almost 9 out of every 10 homes in the 
neighborhood that were here when Guy 
Mathis, who lived at 821 N 5th Street, 
opened up the first horseless carriage 
(automobile) business. Among those homes 
is the oldest structure in Springfield still on 
its original foundation, Edwards Place. 

 

Continued on page 3 

Edwards 1833 

National Historic Registered 1859  
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Happening at Lanphier High School 
 
Over the last year, the EPNIA has been working with District 
186 to find out what we can do to partner with our neighbor-
hood schools. Most of our efforts so far have been focused on 
McClernand, since it is the grade school within our neighbor-
hood. However, we also want to strengthen our connection 
with Lanphier; even though it is outside the boundaries of 
Enos Park, it still has an impact on the neighborhood and 
serves our area high school students. 

 
There are many exciting new things happening at Lanphier, 
which is slated to receive a $5.2 million federal School Im-
provement Grant over the course of the next three years. The 
District is also trying some new things at Lanphier starting 
this fall, including a longer school day and a freshman acad-
emy to help keep students on track. 

 
Principal Artie Doss was recently recognized by the State 
Journal-Register as “Five Who Made a Difference” for his 
efforts at Lanphier. Since he was appointed principal in 2010, 
suspensions are down, attendance is up, and there has been a 
lot of positive feedback from parents and teachers alike about 
the direction the school is taking. A former 3 sport athlete 
himself, Principal Doss understands the importance of a 
strong athletic program but wants to make sure that it goes 
hand in hand with academic success. 

 
We commend Principal Doss and the Lanphier teachers and 
staff for the tremendous progress made in the last year and 
look forward to starting off the new school year with more 
success stories.  
 
 

Did You Know 
By  Michelle Higginbotham, Vice  President EPNIA  

714 N. 6th 

Real Estate - Featured Home 

Northside Children’s Community Library 
 
The Northside Children’s Community Library is moving for-
ward with plans for a September 1 grand opening.  If you have 
books you’ve been holding for the library, now is the time to 
bring them to the church,  The bookshelves are up, and the 
Book Acquisition Committee and other volunteers will begin 
the first sorting this week.  Come to Third Presbyterian Church 
any Tuesday or Wednesday afternoon (1-4:30pm) or anytime 
on Thursday between 8:30am – 4:30pm.  
 
The Administrative Committee is working on hiring two part-
time staff members, one to oversee the operations of the library 
and the other for janitorial/maintenance and hopes to have the 
positions filled by early August. 
 
For more information about the library or to volunteer, contact 
Sally Hall at 217-652-3596 or email tooter2@comcast.net. 

Turn of the Century charm abounds throughout this 4 bed-
room, 2bath home in the heart of Enos Park and features an 
awesome original stairway in foyer, formal dining room, 
bright, friendly kitchen plus family room. First floor master 
suite has its own entrance and would be perfect for a home 
business.  $62,900 
 
Call Linda Maier The Real Estate Firm Inc. 217-547-5526. 
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Even more significant might be the fact that the researchers 
identified 352 homes as potential contributors to a Historic 
District designation. Of those, 18 were individually identified 
as potentially eligible to be recognized as a National Historic 
Site, and another 23 as potential, Springfield Landmark desig-
nees. This means that every 8 out of 10 houses in the 
neighborhood could contribute to the Historic District desig-
nation. In addition to Edwards Place, the Bretz home and 
warehouse at 1113 N 5th Street are both on the National His-
toric Register. 
 

In addition to the unique features of the homes, add the list of 
people who lived in Enos Park that have brought national, 
state, and local notoriety to our community and you have the 
most historically significant area in Springfield. 
 

As we move forward to enhance our future, we simply need to 
look to our past! 
 

 

Continued from page 1 
 

The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. Cir-
culation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of each 
month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 522-
9381 or e-mail m.piland@sbcglobal.net or fax       522-3060.  
The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 
Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

Living with Character 
By K.J. Knox 

K.J. Knox has completed over twenty-three whole house reno-
vations in Central Illinois, some of them in the Enos Park 
area, and two projects have made it to The National Register 
of Historic Places earning him a place in Register’s Who’s 
Who in Executives and Professionals. 

 
"The greatest pleasure in life is doing 

what people say you cannot do." 
 

Walter Bagehot, 1826-1877 
British political analyst, economist and editor, one 
of the most influential journalists of the mid-
Victorian period. 

2011 EPNIA Officers 
 
Steve Combs, president …………..….  494-6668 
Michelle Higginbotham, vice pres. ….. 553-4629 
Linda Maier, sec........(cell) 971-9138…547-5526 
Fletcher Farrar, treas (cell) 502-9149… 523-2801 
Owen Anderson, dir..(cell) 899-0320… 528-9107 
Randy Bird, director …………………  971-5830 
Dennis Chrans, director……………….544-1464 
Diane Combs, director ………………. 494-6658 
Jack Kriel, director (cell) 622-1943…546-5157 
Cynthia Mehl, director………………...753-2266 
Rick Mehl, director……………………753-2680 
Dennis Musser, director……………….528-7106 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director…...522-9381 
 

Before and After  

Report Nuisance Issues  
Call 787-ENOS 
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In addition to the State Fair, August is also the month when 
we celebrate National Night Out on the first Tuesday. The 
idea of National Night Out is for law abiding citizens to get 
out and show the bad guys we're not afraid and will work 
together to rid our neighborhood of crime. 
 

National Night Out is great, but it takes more than one night 
a year to fight neighborhood crime, which tends to surface at 
points of least resistance. That's where Neighborhood Watch 
groups come in. 
 

The Neighborhood Watch program was created by the Na-
tional Sheriffs' Association in conjunction with several fed-
eral agencies. Their web site is: www.usaonwatch.org. Lo-
cally, the Springfield Police Department (SPD) coordinates 
Neighborhood Watch through its coordinator Kimberly 
Overby. The groups are formed in small 1 to 2 block areas. 
The main purpose is for neighbors to get to know each other, 
watch out for each other, and exchange contact information. 
If you know who lives in your immediate neighborhood, 
then you'll recognize when someone who doesn't belong 
there is up to no good and can alert the police. Some Watch 
groups also drive or walk their neighborhoods and report 
suspicious activities. 
 

To start a Neighborhood Watch group, contact the SPD 
Neighborhood Watch coordinator at 788-8391 or  
kimberly.overby@cwlp.com; or your Neighborhood Police 
Officer (NPO), Ryan Irwin at 741-0981 or 
ryan.irwin@cwlp.com. Then set up an organizational meet-
ing at someone's house or a public place, such as a church, 
on a date when the NPO can be present. Prepare a colorful 
flyer to let neighbors know of the meeting and deliver it to 
all residences in your targeted watch area. 
 

Once your Neighborhood Watch group is established, 
Neighborhood Watch signs will be put up, and you'll receive 
Neighborhood Watch Decals for members to put on their 
doors. When criminals see all this, they may well decide to 
divert their criminal activity to a less resistant neighbor-
hood!  
 
 

Ald. Frank Lesko introduced a proposed ordinance to regu-
late door to door salespeople, also known as peddlers. How-
ever, if you don't want them knocking on your door, an ex-
isting City ordinance already allows you to stop them. Sec-
tion 110.382 of our City Code provides that if you post the 
proper sign on your main door, it is illegal for the door to 
door sales people to solicit you. The sign must say: "NO 
SOLICITORS", and be 3 inches by 4 inches with letters at 
least 1/3 inch in height. 
 
 

If you're tired of waiting for City crews to pick up your 
branches, you can drop them off at 301 N. 17th, by the salt 
pile, 6 a.m to 3 p.m. week days, and 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Satur-
day.  To find out when crews will be in your area, go to the 
city's website at www.springfield.il.us. On the left side un-
der Public Information, click on branch pickup, and you will 
see a map of the city, showing where crews have been, 
where they are, and where they'll be next. According to the 
map, crews have recently been in Enos Park and come back 
every 5 to 6 weeks. If you see any apparent building viola-
tions, including tall grass, please contact City Housing In-
spector Paula Zink at 789-2167 or paula.zink@cwlp.com or 
me at the numbers below. 
 

Have fun at the State Fair! 
 

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

Moving Forward in 2011 

NAME________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS_________________________ CITY____________________________ ZIP________ 
 

NEW_____ RENEWAL______ PHONE_____________ DATE_________________ 
 

       SIGNED______________________________________________ 
 

       E-MAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________ 
 

Send to:  Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association, Inc. 
   821 N 5th St., Springfield, IL  62702                                           For more information, call 522-9381 
          
 

I want to be a part of the revitalization of Enos Park Neighborhood.  Here is my donation of $25 for 2011 
Membership, which entitles me to a copy of the Bylaws and voting privileges at the monthly meetings. 

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 
samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or  

915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 
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Last year July was extremely hot and very dry. It happened 
again this year. Now that August is upon us, we can expect 
more extreme heat and dryness. Do for your plantings what 
you can, when you can. Here’s a suggested list for August 
gardening: 
 
PLANT - August will be our final chance to sow seeds of 
lettuce, greens, radish, spinach, turnips and carrots. Trans-
plants of broccoli, cabbage and cauliflower can be planted 
now for fall harvest. As for all other type plants, plant any-
thing you wish as long as it’s container-grown with an estab-
lished root system. Any trees or shrubs that are balled and 
burlapped should be planted in September or October, or in 
the spring. Divide Iris, Daylilies, Poppies and Peonies this 
month. All other perennials (except mums and asters) may be 
divided after they bloom. 
 
FEED - continue regular feeding of vegetables, annuals, per-
ennials and container plantings. Roses should get their last 
feeding of the year this month. 
 
HARVEST - Everything you can. This month will bring us 
melons, tomatoes, peppers, summer squash, early apples, 
blackberries, elderberries and peaches. Check pears for near 
ripeness. Dig potatoes when the tops die back. Dry, freeze or 
can anything you want. 
 
PRUNE - Stray, broken, diseased or wayward branches from 
trees and shrubs. Prune any flowering shrub after it blooms. 
Continue to deadhead annuals and perennials. Cut back petu-
nias severely if they’ve become leggy, ugly and unproduc-
tive. Feed them and they’ll bounce back within a month. 
Shear hedges for the last time this month. 
 
WATER - faithfully, if you can. August is the hottest, driest 
month of the year. Considering the lack of rain and extreme 
heat of July, our gardens must face another stressful month 
this August. Heat and winds usually keep our gardens 
parched despite occasional rainfall. This demands we supple-
ment with sprinklers once or twice a week (sometimes three) 
for an hour or two. How much you water depends on what 
you grow and your soil conditions — the composition of your 
soil. Watch your plants for signs of stress. Wilting leaves, 
weak or drooping stems, decreased flower production, 
blooms that don’t last as long as they should, paling of foli-
age, or the sure-bet giveaways — large cracks in the soil or 
total plant collapse. Watch for the clues and water if you can. 
 
WEED - whenever you can. They’re prolific this month. Per-
ennials slow down when it’s hot and dry, but weeds thrive — 
they speed up production. 
 
LAWNS - Some are suffering now. The cool. wet spring got 
them off to a good start, but again this year heat and dryness 
followed quickly after. Good cultural methods can help keep 

a lawn looking good, or at least decent. Mow at the proper 
height; feed 1, 2 or 4 times per year; and water when needed. 
August 15th to the end of September is the best time to re-
seed, establish a new lawn or lay seed. If you feed your lawn 
4 times per year, this month will be the 3rd feeding. 
 
INSECTS - are at their worst this month. Like weeds, they 
seem to thrive in heat. They are fully grown, have multiplied 
repeatedly and profusely, have voracious appetites, and (some 
of them) seem to want to make our lives miserable. If you 
have more than a slight problem that’s ongoing, act immedi-
ately. Damage can be swift and thorough. Treat them by 
handpicking or hosing them from your plants. Use insecti-
cides as a last resort. Follow all label instructions carefully. 
 
PLAN - for spring bulbs. They will be arriving on the shelves 
by the end of this month. Plan any changes you wish to make 
to your landscape this fall or early spring. Advance planning 
can help ensure a more pleasing outcome when changes are 
made. September and October are good months to move 
things around or completely renovate a perennial bed. Taking 
notes through the year and having a plan on paper would be a 
great help. 
 
Garden as best you can this month and try not to worry about 
what you aren’t able to do because of the heat. 
 
ENJOY!  

I n  T h e  G a r d e n  
By Jerry Blackburn 

Jerry Blackburn has been a garden designer for 30 years. 
He designs, installs, maintains and renovates perennial beds 
and borders.  He was employed at Washington Park Botani-
cal Gardens for 11 years. 

 

Enos Park Banner is going 

ELECTRONIC 

Do you enjoy the Banner? 
If so, let us know how you’d  

like to get it. 
Complete the form below or  
e-mail us your preference! 

Name________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________ 
 

E-mail address_________________________________ 
 

I prefer my newsletter: 
 Delivered via e-mail to the e-mail address above 
 Delivered to my address above in hard copy 

 

Send response to info@EPNIA.com 
or mail form to 821 N. 5th St. - Springfield, IL 62702 

mailto:info@EPNIA.com�
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Edwards Place Steps Toward Renovation  
Erika Holst, Curator of Collections, Springfield Art Association 

For the past seven months a team from the architectural 
preservation firm of Sullivan Preservation has scraped, 
peeled, drilled, dug, researched, compared and analyzed the 
structure and interior surfaces of Edwards Place in their ef-
forts to create a Historic Interior Finishes and Furnishings 
Plan which will lay the groundwork for future restoration 
and conservation at Edwards Place.   
 
The team, led by preservation architect Anne Sullivan, pre-
sented their findings at a public meeting on June 28 and laid 
out their suggestions to create a more historically accurate 
appearance.  Sullivan presented displays of the wallpaper 
and carpet selections for each room of the house.  In re-
sponse to some audience members’ surprise at the bold pat-
terns and colors, Sullivan explained that the mid-19th cen-
tury had a very different aesthetic than the one we are used 
to today.  People enjoyed contrasting colors and were not 
afraid to pair different patterns of wallpaper and carpeting, a 
look that many today find busy or overwhelming. “You 
need to take off your 21st century glasses when you look at 
these patterns,” Sullivan explained. 
 
Sullivan was joined by furniture conservator Craig Deller 
and historic finishes analyst Robert Fitzgerald, both of 
whom presented their findings.  Deller expressed his admi-
ration for Edwards Place’s furniture collection, which con-
tains many fine examples of 19th century style.  He ex-
plained that many of the original rosewood, mahogany, and 

grained surfaces on the antique furniture are covered by a 
layer of grime, the natural result of dirt and dust accumulat-
ing over the years, and recommended having the furniture 
cleaned with a solution that artificially mimics saliva to re-
store the original finish. 
 
Fitzgerald displayed a c. 1850s door from Edwards Place 
found tucked away in the cellar, which he described as the 
“Rosetta Stone” that helped him date all the layers of paint 
he found on woodwork throughout the house.  He recom-
mended restoring the woodwork to its natural walnut finish. 
 
Within the next few years the Springfield Art Association 
will launch a capitol development campaign in conjunction 
with its approaching centennial anniversary.  Funds from 
this campaign will be earmarked for the restoration and con-
servation of Edwards Place.  Donors will have the opportu-
nity to sponsor anything from the conservation of  individual 
items of furniture to the restoration of entire rooms.   
 
This Historic Interior Finishes and Furnishings Plan was 
funded by a grant of $20,000 from the Jeffris Heartland 
Fund, administered by the National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation and matched by the Art Association. 
 
The SAA is always looking for people to get involved with 
Edwards Place, and there will be many exciting changes in 
the years to come.  Please contact  Erika Holst, Curator of 
Collections, at 523-2631 to learn more about the history of 
the house and how you can help restore it to its former glory 
as the showpiece of Springfield.  

Edwards Place House 

Edwards Place Interior 

Visit us on the web 
www.EPNIA.com 
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Large Item Pickup Program 
City of Springfield residents who live in a house or duplex 
and pay individually for garbage can service may make one 
call per year to have up to 3 large items collected from their 
residence at no charge. The program is intended for specific, 
large items such as large furniture, mattresses and appliances. 
NOTE: only one of your three items may contain Freon 
(refrigerator, air conditioner, cooler.) If you have more than 
three items needing pickup, you may arrange to have these 
collected at the same time, but you must pay for the extra 
items.   Apartments, townhomes and mobile home parks and 
those with dumpster service are not eligible for this service. 
 
The City has contracted with Allied Waste Services for this 
service; call 522-7797 and ask to schedule a large item pick-
up. Allied staff will take your name, address, and what items 
you have for pick-up.  DO NOT place items at the curb until 
the night before your scheduled pick-up.  
 
CWLP Old Refrigerator / Freezer Program 
CWLP customers can earn $50 for turning in a working re-
frigerator or freezer older than 1997. Call 789-CWLP (789-
2957) for eligibility requirements. 

 
Branch Drop-Off 
Public Works crews provide branch collection throughout the 
city from April through November each year on a 6 to 8 week 
cycle.  Residents may drop off tree branches and brush free of 
charge with proof of city residency at the City’s Streets De-
partment Facility at 301 N. 17th Street (behind the Salt Dome 
off of Clear Lake Drive) Mon – Fri from 6am – 2pm in the 
summer. Call the Public Works garage at 789-2246 for more 
info. 
 
Gardening Material Disposal 
Unneeded dirt, rock, sand, sod and old mulch are not accepted 
by waste haulers, but are “clean fill” that can be used to help 
control erosion along hills and ditches by Township Road 
Commissioners.  Call any of the Commissioners to find out if 
they could use your clean fill material; their phone numbers 
are in the front of your phone book in the Government list-
ings.  Landscape timbers are not considered clean fill mate-
rial, and should be stored until they can be disposed at a 
household hazardous waste collection event. 
 
Mowing and Weeds 
Residences in Springfield are required by ordinance to keep 
lawns, city parkway areas and alley abuttals maintained. Grass 
and weeds greater than 10” (ten inches) in height may draw 
pests and are unsightly. To report violations of city mowing 
requirements, call the Public Works Building and Zoning 
Housing Division at 789-2167. 
 

 
City of Springfield Information 
Need information about the City? Check out 
www.springfield.il.us. Still can’t find the answer? Call the 
information hotline at 217-789-2468. 
 
Traffic Signals or Sign Problems 
To report a problem with a traffic sign (i.e. damaged, sign 
knocked down, etc.), call the Public Works Traffic Engineer 
at 789- 2260 or the Public Works Garage if outside business 
hours at 789- 2246. To report a burnt out traffic signal call 
CWLP at 789-2121. 
 
Recycling Basics 
Curbside recycling with blue bins is available at no additional 
cost to single family and duplex homes within Springfield city 
limits. Service routes, days for pick up, what is accepted and 
how materials should be prepared are controlled by your cho-
sen waste hauler. Please call your waste hauler, NOT the 
city’s administrative offices for this information.  
 
Block Parties 
Neighborhood associations wishing to hold block parties that 
require temporary closure of city streets are encouraged to call 
the city’s Vehicle Parking division at 789-2211 for a list of 
block party requirements and registration forms, well in ad-
vance of your planned party. 
 
 
 
Downtown Cardboard Recycling 
Downtown Springfield, Inc. is assisting the Green Business 
Network of Springfield (GBNS) to provide cardboard recy-
cling at no charge to any interested downtown business. 
GBNS will accept paper, plastic, batteries, and aerosol cans in 
the “cardboard” bins for a convenient, no cost alternative to 
you recycling these items yourself.  For more information, 
please call Steve Myers at (217) 306-4137 or for participation 
forms, call the DSI Office at 217-544-1723. 

City of Springfield Neighborhood News 

PUT YOUR MESSAGE HERE 

 

Have a Message? 
Want to Support Enos Park? 

 
1/8 page for $20 
3 issues for $50 

 

Call 522-9381 for more information 

http://www.springfield.il.us/�
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With Many Unknowns About Diet Soft Drinks, 
Try These Three Substitutions 
  

There has been a lot of media attention recently regarding the 
negative effects of artificially sweetened diet soft drinks. 
Gayle Jennings, MS, RD, LDN, a registered dietitian with 
Memorial Medical Center, highlights some of the research 
and provides several options if you wish to cut back on diet 
sodas. 
 
While the safety of artificial sweeteners has been granted by 
the Food and Drug Administration, it is interesting to note 
that the majority of the research was done on animals. It has-
n’t been until recently that human test subjects were used. 
 
One study done in 2007 found that participants who drank 
one or more servings of diet soda each day had a risk of de-
veloping type 2 diabetes 67 percent greater than those that 
did not drink any diet soda.  
 
The researchers were unable to find a specific link for that 
relationship. An assumption suggested by one of the re-
searchers was that drinking the diet soft drinks might have an 
indirect effect on the risk of diabetes by affecting the action 
of insulin. 
 
A recent Harvard University study, which followed a group 
of men for 20 years, concluded that diet soda and other artifi-
cially sweetened drinks weren’t likely to increase one’s 
chances of developing diabetes. 
 

 
Another area that is growing in research is the effect that diet 
soft drinks have on weight control. Some researchers have 
concluded that drinking diet soda may increase the appetite 
as well as carbohydrate cravings, essentially manipulating 
the taste buds to desire more sweet foods.  
 
Another theory being studied is determining whether or not 
people who consume diet soft drinks eat more because they 
are “saving” calories by consuming diet as opposed to regu-
lar soft drinks. 
 
However, neither of these theories nor the multiple other 
claims, ideas or issues debated in the media have yet to be 
proven.  
 
Since there are still many unknown issues surrounding diet 
soft drinks, more research will be done to explore the role of 
diet soft drinks and artificial sweeteners in weight manage-
ment, diabetes and other related issues. These may lead to a 
revision of the safety guidelines. 
 
Until there is a clearer picture available, here are some sub-
stitutions to help you decrease the amount of artificial sweet-
eners in your diet soft drinks if you choose to do so: 
 
1. Dilute diet soft drinks with some seltzer to decrease the 

amount consumed. 
2. Add slightly crushed fresh mint to brewed ice tea. 
3. Mix small amounts of fruit juice or cider to plain water 

or seltzer for a lightly flavored drink. 
 
In addition, naturally calorie-free beverages such as water, 
tea, green tea and coffee are good choices for beverages. 

C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  C o r n e r  
By Memorial Medical Center 

Remember to always report suspicious activity! 
Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 788-8311 

In the Neighborhood 
By Officer Ryan Irwin 

Over the past several months I have received several com-
plaints around the park area about various drug activity. In an 
effort to curb some of the activity I made contact with two of 
our specialty proactive units, our street crimes unit and our 
under cover drug unit. Between the work of these two units 
and our street officers we have made several large arrests over 
the course of the past few weeks. These arrests have resulted 
in taking several drug dealers to jail and have also calmed 
down a few hot spots that were popular for drug transactions. 
 
During the course of several of these investigations we were 
able to confiscate a large quantity of drugs and some firearms. 
Some of the information received during our investigations 
came from citizens in the area.  
 

This kind of information is vital to our success and is greatly 
appreciated. Throughout the course of our investigations we 

sometimes look at a call history for specific locations which 
help us determine an active area.  
 
Please continue to call in suspicious behavior, even if we do 
not immediately make an arrest, the details of the call are re-
corded and the call history can help with our investigation. 
Although we have had some great success over the past few 
weeks with arrests, there are still some areas that need work. 
Let’s continue to work together and keep making a positive 
impact in the neighborhood.  
 
To report suspicious behavior call the Springfield Police Dept. 
non-emergency number at 788-8311, for emergencies call 
911. 
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PERC & St. John’s Participate in  
Drug Coated Balloon Trial 
 

Prairie Cardiovascular Cardiologists at St. John’s Hospital 
were the first to enroll a patient into a global, multicenter, 
randomized trial evaluating the safety and efficacy of a drug-
coated balloon compared to a standard angioplasty balloon at 
keeping leg arteries open and free from re-blockage over time.  
PERC, along with St. John’s, is one of only 55 centers around 
the world participating in the trial.  During the procedure, the 
balloon is inserted inside the narrowed area of the artery and 
then inflated in order to open the blockage and deliver the 
drug to the artery.  After this short inflation, the balloon is 
removed from the body, leaving nothing but the drug coating 
behind in the artery.  It is believed that after the treatment 
opens the vessel, the drug delivered during the inflation will 
help reduce the potential for the vessel to re-narrow over time, 
which may reduce the need for further procedures. 
 
About Prairie Education & Research Cooperative (PERC): 
Prairie Education and Research Cooperative is the not-for-
profit research division for Prairie Cardiology, founded in 
1983, PERC was established to facilitate cardiovascular and 
vascular clinical research. 
 
About Hospital Sisters Health System: Hospital Sisters 
Health System (HSHS) is a multi-institutional health care 
system that sponsors 13 hospitals in 12 communities across 
Illinois and Wisconsin and an integrated physician network. 
As our name implies, we are a healing ministry guided by the 
historic mission of the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis. At the 
same time, we are firmly grounded in modern best practices. 
Learn more by visiting www.hshs.org.  

 Ronald McDonald House  
Run for the Red Shoe — October 15 
 
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Central Illinois is 
hosting their 2nd Annual Run for the Red Shoe 5K & Fun 
Run/Walk on Saturday, October 15.   
 
The 5K race with start & finish at the Ronald McDonald 
House at 610 North 7th Street in the Enos Park Neighbor-
hood.   
 
The community is invited to participate in a variety of ac-
tivities for all ages and interests, including one timed race, 
a 5K Run/Walk, and three fun run/walks.  Families, teams, 
individuals or youth can participate in: a 2 Mile Fun Run/
Walk, a 0.5 Mile Challenge for youth ages 6-12, and a 100 
Yard Dash for ages 5 & under.  Fun activities for kids will 
include games and face-painting.  
 
The registration fee for youth ages 12 & under is $15; for 
ages 13 & up participating in the 2 Mile Run/Walk or 5K 
timed Run/Walk it is $25 to register, and $30 day of race.  
Packet pick-up will be at Springfield Running Center on 
Friday October 14 from 4-7pm.   
 
All proceeds from this event will directly support Ronald 
McDonald House Charities of Central Illinois.   
 
Contact Kelly Thompson, Executive Director, kthomp-
son@rmhc-centralillinois, 217-528-3314 x145 for infor-
mation on sponsoring, participating or volunteering for this 
event. 

Movies & Music in the Park  
 
The Springfield Parks Foundation and the Springfield Park 
District are proud to announce the 2011 Movie in the Park 
and Music in the Park series.  Both are fun family oriented 
programs open to the entire community. 
 
Once a month, we bring a big screen movie to your local 
parks. Shaved ice and kettle corn will be available for pur-
chase. There are expected to be large crowds so bring your 
chairs and blankets. All movies are completely free and all 
movies will begin at dusk.  Movies include: July 8, Rotary 
Park, "Megamind" and Aug 6, Lincoln Park, "Toy Story 
3". 
 
Once a month families can come to watch FREE live mu-
sical performances. A concessionaire will be on site serv-
ing warm food and cold beverages. Participants are en-
couraged to bring a lawn chair or blanket.  Music includes: 
Aug 28, Iles Park, MoJo Cats, 4–7pm and Sept 26, Wash-
ington Park, Exorna, Elk Pipes and Drums, and The Emer-
ald Underground, 4–7pm. 
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“Are you the first in your crowd to try a new style? Do your 
friends look to you for fashion advice?” No and no, I clicked 
on the Coldwater Creek survey. “Is it important to you to be 
unique? Do you want your clothing to show your individual-
ity?” Yes! One of my favorite quotes is, “Style is the art of 
being yourself on purpose.” 
 

We go through phases in life, starting out and ending being 
dressed by somebody else. In between we get to tell the 
world who we are by what we choose to wear. Just think of 
how younglings totter back and forth between trying to stake 
out their own territory versus fitting in with the crowd. Later 
there can be near uniforms from road crews to office work-
ers to mothers of toddlers. The colors and the pieces may 
change but the look is the same, instantly recognizable. 
Some of you will say, “I don't do that, I just throw on what-
ever,” but that expresses your approach to the world, too.  
 

This crosses my mind because I found myself lumped into a 
new-to-me demographic by a catalog that arrived offering 
sassy reading glasses, floral design canes, flowing caftans, 
and perky little pillows that chirp slogans about grandkids. 
“If I'd known how much fun grandchildren were I would 
have had them first!” Oh no. That's worse than the AARP 
recruiting packet that came a few years ago. The glossy 
pages seem to suggest riding out into the sunset in a blaze of 
glory with colors bright enough to avoid being run over by 
an electric wheelchair operated by a legally blind fellow 
nursing home resident. Maybe I'm exaggerating. Maybe. 
 

I still get a catalog that's meant for younger women with lots 
of sleeveless diaphanous gowns for the aspiring wood 
nymph or forest fairy. It also has goth outfits for vampire 
wanna-be types and year-round witch wear because not eve-
ryone waits for Halloween. The urge to play dress up can 
continue long into adulthood—sometimes it can be passed 
off as club wear, at least in big cities with specialized night-
life. I've noticed that the Pyramid Collection has also been 
adding steampunk fashions, too. It looks like Jules Verne 
where Victorian meets high tech, with khaki-clad adventur-
esses in space instead of tromping around a jungle. The clas-
sic steampunk item of all time is a laptop computer done in 
brass and leather that sits on little metal paws and is turned 
on using an ornate bronze key. Well, it's fun! Another ad-
vantage is that it's easy to find likely clothing at Goodwill to 
wear to science fiction and fantasy conventions. 
 

That covers late and early life stages. I also get catalogs for 
the middle years with practical items that can be worn to 
work such as cotton separates from Land's End and travel 
knit outfits from Coldwater Creek and Chico's. eBay is a 
great help in locating items that I didn't even know I wanted 
until I saw them and the result is a closet that's now in need 
of some serious weeding. (It's not just me: shopping is bred 

to the bone, twined into human DNA because all of our an-
cestors were successful hunters and gatherers. The proof that 
they were is that we're here, whereas their less skillful peers 
got eaten or they starved before reproducing.) I'm no longer 
in “shop until you drop” mode but it always is a genuine 
buzz to locate some treasure and bring it home. 
 

I was talking with my friend and co-worker Marsha, and she 
has a husband who also buys books, a few a day, but it adds 
up. I'm not the biblioholic I once was but like Patrick I have 
boxes (and boxes and boxes...) of them. Our respective 
spouses would like very much to reclaim rooms that we're 
using as storage depots. Yet saying, “You've got to get rid of 
that!” is counter-productive. We cling to what's threatened 
even more tightly because so much identity is invested in it. 
Whether it's books or clothing—or in Kevin's case, t-shirts 
and pint glasses—there are memories and ambitions tied up 
in the objects.  
 

Obviously I don't want to discover myself on the wrong end 
of a surprise intervention with a camera crew recording 
someone coming in to clear out my stuff. The main part of 
the house doesn't look like those hoarding reality shows. 
{shudder} Spring cleaning could stand to be a year-round 
event, that's true. However, we pack rats will tell you indig-
nantly that it's not junk, it's an important and valuable collec-
tion that we're curating. Sometimes we're even right, and all 
that barbed wire does get put into a museum or the huge ball 
of string becomes a roadside attraction. I have hopes that 
some of the items I've gathered will eventually go to aca-
demic libraries to be used for research.  
 

My husband Kevin keeps offering me vacations and travel, 
but I need to tell him that what I truly want is more book-
cases and his cheerful, non-judgmental help in getting my 
books out of boxes and organized so that they're useful. Bet 
I'd be willing to part with ones that didn't fit! 
 

We all go through stages and phases and yes, sometimes 
who we are, who we want to be, gets bound up in our 
schtuff—cars are a good example. We have to figure out 
when a pleasure has slipped over the line into a vice. One 
thing is for sure, though—somebody out there is more than 
willing to print a catalog, set up a store, or create a website 
to sell us our dreams back to us. In the long run, instead of 
being consumers, we're really better off producing some-
thing of value. The best thing to wear, it turns out, is a smile 
of pride at having accomplished something, and Enos Park 
offers endless opportunities for exactly that! Build a reputa-
tion as a community organizer, a neighborhood networker, 
or someone who knows one end of a hammer from the other, 
because that will never, ever go out of style. 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 

Lola Lucas is the author of At Home in the Park: Loving a 
Neighborhood Back to Life about Springfield in general 
and Enos Park in particular. You can find your copy at 

Amazon.com and other online booksellers.  
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Next Neighborhood meeting 
Tuesday  

August 9th, 7pm 
St. John's Hospital  

Assisi Conference Room 
 

Find us on the web at www.EPNIA.com 


