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With the recent publicity surrounding Enos 
Park Development, LLC we have been get-
ting a lot of questions about what the LLC 
does and what will happen to the properties 
that we now own. Several people have even 
approached us offering to buy properties 
from us or asking how much we want for 
them. The bottom line is this… we are look-
ing for good neighbors! 

EPD was formed last year as an offshoot of 
the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement 
Association, and it also has not-for-profit 
status as a 501(c)3. The EPD can accept do-
nations of property and has also purchased 
some blighted properties in the neighbor-
hood as well as homes that have gone into 
foreclosure. However, the long term goal of 
EPD is not to own property, but merely to 
hold the properties until we can identify peo-
ple who will put them back into productive 
use.  

What does that mean? In some cases, EPD 
has acquired vacant lots and removed con-
crete slabs, dead trees, etc. to make sure that 
the site is already prepared for new develop-
ment. We also have three houses that we do 
not feel are good candidates for renovation 
and plan to demolish, both to eliminate 
blight and to clear the sites. Our goal would 
then be to find contractors or developers 
who will commit to building new, single-
family homes on those sites. 
 
In other cases, we may acquire houses that 
we want to see rehabbed in order to preserve 
the character and history of the housing 
stock in the neighborhood. We recently pur-
chased 1129 N. 5th, one of several 100 year 
old “shotgun” houses on that block, when it 
went into foreclosure. EPD partnered with 
Old Neighborhood Rehab to renovate the 
house and put it back on the market. We 
currently have the house under contract and 
look forward to welcoming a new home-
owner to the neighborhood by next month.  
 
EPD also owns the former Suzy Qs restau-
rant and the two-story brick commercial 
building across the street; they were pur-
chased from a local bank who had taken 
them back in foreclosure. We are currently 
in discussions with two different candidates 
that have each expressed an interest in taking 
on one of the properties and that we believe 
would be a good fit for the neighborhood. 
 
The criteria that we use when evaluating 
proposals is not necessarily based on how 
much the individual is willing to pay for the 
property, and in some cases we may even 
give the property to the right person. We are 

Continued on page 3 

SOLD  1129 N. 5th Street 
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Are You a Bad Neighbor?  
 
While we are trying to encourage new development in Enos 
Park, we are simultaneously working to reduce blight. Many 
of the historic areas of the city struggle with the issue of 
boarded, abandoned, and blighted properties. Right now, the 
city requires boarded properties to be registered, but there is 
no limit on how long it can remain that way, as many 
neighborhoods are well aware. Many property owners with 
multiple code violations fail to pay their fines or act to correct 
them, and it becomes a case of “demolition by neglect” as the 
neighbors are forced to watch the property rot away over a 
period of years. 
 
Inner City Older Neighborhoods (ICON), a coalition of nearly 
20 older neighborhoods from around the city, has been very 
vocal about this particular issue. Mayor Houston also made it 
part of his campaign platform and vowed to more strictly en-
force the issues related to boarded properties and code viola-
tions. He reconfirmed this commitment at a recent Citizen’s 
Club meeting when he outlined a process for dealing with 
problem properties that was virtually identical to the positions 
advocated by ICON. 
 
The first step is to require registration of the properties so that 
the city inspectors, police department, public works, etc. have 
a point of contact and a means of tracking the boarded proper-
ties. ICON has also advocated for both higher registration fees 
for boarded properties and increased fines for code violations, 
if they are not corrected within the specified time period.  
Finally, for the owners who are completely uncooperative and 
fail to correct the violations or pay their fines, the city must be 
prepared to enforce deadlines and take the property back 
through foreclosure if it comes to that. ICON has proposed 
that 3 years should be the longest a boarded property should 
be allowed to continue without action on the owner’s part. If 
the property is not improved and the fines are not paid, the 
city should take that property and get it into the hands of 
someone who will put it back into productive use. 
 
Much like the concept of Enos Park Development, the city’s 
goal would not be to own these properties for any length of 
time, only until they could be passed on to a not-for-profit or 
private developer who would agree to care for the property. 
This would also ensure that the lots were mowed, the houses 
were fixed up, the garbage was collected, and the taxes were 
paid, which is not the case with most of these problem proper-
ties right now. They are a burden to Public Works and a drain 
on the city’s limited resources. 
 
For more information on the specific proposal which will 
soon go before the City Council , check out the ICON website 
at: http://springfieldicon.org/category/news/.  
 

Did You Know 
By  Michelle Higginbotham, Vice  President EPNIA  

1044 N. Fifth St. 
Beautiful hardwood floors throughout this spacious 3 bed 
bungalow featuring updated kitchen, fireplace, and sun 
porch. $65,000.  
For more information, contact Linda Maier, The Real Estate 
Firm, Inc.  217-971-9138.  

Real Estate - Featured Home 

http://springfieldicon.org/category/news/�
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considering the following criteria: 
 
1. Agree to use design standards established by EPD  
2. Have experience and finished products to be evaluated by  

EPD 
3. Have a line of credit and/or track record of financial sta-

bility 
4. End product to be built or renovated for single family, 

owner occupant. 
 
If you have further interest in partnering with us to rehab or 
construct a property in Enos Park, you may contact Steve 
Combs, Michelle Higginbotham, or Linda Maier for additional 
information. Copies of the master plan can be found on our 
website at www.epnia.com and we will provide copies of the 
design standards and builder’s guides to interested parties. 

Continued from page 1 
 

The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. Cir-
culation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of each 
month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 522-
9381 or e-mail m.piland@sbcglobal.net or fax       522-3060.  
The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 
Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

Living with Character 
By K.J. Knox 

The author has completed over twenty-three whole house 
renovations in Central Illinois, some of them in the Enos 
Park area, and two projects have made it to The National 
Register of Historic Places earning him a place in Register’s 
Who’s Who in Executives and Professionals. 

The project on Fifth Street has had most everything framing 
wise replaced except for some of the wall studding.  I have 
made new balusters to replace the missing ones on the interior 
stair case.  I have found samples and remade any missing de-
tails such as corbels, dentil work, porch parts, trims etc. 
 
We have been doing several other projects when the weather 
forces us to move around to keep working.  Rain has held up 
exterior painting but soon that will be completed.  We still 
need to place sidewalks and driveways and fencing.  The most 
difficult part so far is finding the correct dimensional lumber to 
remake the Victorian trims the same as the existing ones we 
don't have to remake.  These are the items that most laymen do 
without but it sure looks great when you go to the trouble of 
reproducing house parts that don't look odd or missing. 

2011 EPNIA Officers 
 
Steve Combs, president …………..….  494-6668 
Michelle Higginbotham, vice pres. ….. 553-4629 
Linda Maier, sec........(cell) 971-9138…547-5526 
Fletcher Farrar, treas (cell) 502-9149… 523-2801 
Owen Anderson, dir..(cell) 899-0320… 528-9107 
Randy Bird, director …………………  971-5830 
Dennis Chrans, director……………….544-1464 
Diane Combs, director ………………. 494-6658 
Jack Kriel, director (cell) 622-1943…546-5157 
Cynthia Mehl, director………………...753-2266 
Rick Mehl, director……………………753-2680 
Dennis Musser, director……………….528-7106 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director…...522-9381 

http://www.epnia.com�
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Enos Park will be in the new 96th Illinois House District; 
48th Illinois Senate District; and 13th U.S. House District, 
under the new legislative and Congressional District maps 
passed by the General Assembly and signed into law by 
Gov. Pat Quinn. 
 

New 96th House District  

Enos Park will no longer be represented by Raymond 
Poe.  Our new House District is bordered by Walnut on the 
west and North Grand on the north.  It extends to the south 
and east beyond Enos Park's boundaries.  The new District 
includes downtown and most of Vinegar Hill.  It also takes 
in most of the area south of Clear Lake, east of 9th and north 
of Stevenson.  It stretches east to Decatur and takes in Blue 
Mound, Mt. Auburn, Kincaid, Edinburg and other small 
towns along the Sangamon  Christian Counties line.  
 

A Springfield resident has not served in the Illinois legisla-
ture since former State Rep. Gwenn Klingler lost a Republi-
can primary almost 10 years ago.  For that reason I testified 
as your Alderman before the Illinois House Redistricting 
Committee. I urged the Committee to create one House Dis-
trict entirely in the City of Springfield.  That could have 
easily been done because Springfield's population exceeds 
that of a House District, but that didn't happen.  
 

However, our new House District could also work in our 
favor.  All three legislators now representing Springfield live 
in rural areas.  Our new House District is about 90 per cent 
urban, virtually guaranteeing that our next State Representa-
tive will live in an urban area.   
 

Rep. Poe did a good job representing our area of the city and 
even obtained State grants for Enos Park.  But it is one thing 
to have somebody from outside be a conscientious represen-
tative.  It is another to have a representative who lives and 
breathes among us;  who experiences first hand the same 
urban problems we do;  who not only talks the talk, but 
walks the walk.  I believe whoever emerges as our next State 
Representative will be a passionate fighter for urban issues, 
such as the Lender Responsibility Act, which targets aban-
doned houses in foreclosure.   
 

The only State Representative living in the new 96th Dis-
trict, Adam Brown, R-Decatur, has announced he will not 
run in the 96th and is moving to a more rural House District. 
 

Lincoln Park, just north of North Grand is in the new 87th 
House District.  State Rep. Rich Brauer, R-Petersburg, re-
sides in that District and will probably run for it.  Poe was 
drawn into the new 99th District, a safe Republican Dis-
trict.  So, Poe can likely remain in the House if he wants 
to.  On behalf of Enos Park and our Ward, I thank Rep. Poe 
for the great job he has done for us, especially in constituent 
service, and ask him not to forget his friends in Enos Park, 
should he and his new District send him back to the House 
for another term. 

New 48th Senate District  

Our new State Senate District consists of our new 96th 
House District and the new 95th House District.  The 95th 
includes parts of Christian, Macoupin and Montgomery and 
Madison Counties, taking in Carlinville, Hillsboro, Litch-
field, Taylorville, Staunton, Mt. Olive and Gillespie.  
 

Newly elected State Sen. Sam McCann, R-Carlinville, re-
sides in the new 48th.  He is undecided whether to run in 
that District or in the new 50th District, which contains the 
residence of State Sen. Larry Bomke. Bomke is undecided 
about running for reelection.  Macoupin County Board 
Chairman, Andy Manar, also chief of staff for the Senate 
Democrats, has indicated an interest in this seat, as has for-
mer State Sen. Deana Demuzio, D-Carlinville, who was 
defeated by McCann in 2010.   

 
New 13th U.S. House District  

This District includes all of Springfield, except the south-
west area.  It runs diagonally, northeast-southwest from 
Champaign-Urbana to Decatur to Springfield to the Metro-
East area, including Edwardsville and Godfey. Congressman 
Tim Johnson, R-Urbana, is already running for the seat.  
Former State Representative Bob Flider, D-Forsyth, has 
indicated an interest in running for the seat.   
 

Southwest Springfield is in the new 18th Congressional Dis-
trict. Congressman Aaron Schock, R-Peoria, lives there and 
is expected to run for it in 2012.  
 
Presidential Convention Delegates 

In a strange twist, delegates to the Democratic Presidential 
nominating convention will be elected from our old Con-
gressional Districts, while our new Congress-people will be 
elected form the new ones. Not sure about the Republican 
delegates.  
 
The new movie, "Bad Teacher" with Cameron Diaz, Justin 
Timberlate and Jason Segel includes a visit to Springfield 
and New Salem, with shots of the Capitol.  Diaz takes her 
Evanston middle school class on a field trip to Spring-
field,  a rite of passage for many (should be for all)  Illinois 
school children.  

 
Have a great summer!  

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 
samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or  

915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

Report Nuisance Issues  
Call 787-ENOS 

http://us.mc431.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=samcahnman@yahoo.com�
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It’s July. Time for fireflies, the chirp of crickets, home-grown 
produce and Japanese beetles. Like last year, May was cold 
and rainy and June, like the previous two years, was abundant 
with rainfall and excessive July-like heat. On the upside — 
everything is lush (including weeds) and we haven’t even had 
to turn on the sprinklers at all! That will probably change this 
month. 
 

July chores: 
 

WATER - Annuals and vegetables need the most, followed 
by perennials, lawns, shrubs, then trees, in that order. One to 
1½ inches twice a week when temperatures are above 85 de-
grees should keep plantings healthy. Try to keep plants well 
watered to avoid stress. Repeated stress weakens plants, re-
duces or stops flower or fruit production, leaving it defense-
less against insects and diseases. 
 

PLANT - anything you want. The exception would be trees. 
They’re best planted in the spring or fall. Plants are on sale 
nearly everywhere. Plant broccoli, cabbage and cauliflower 
starts for fall harvest. Zucchini and cucumber seed can also 
be planted now. 
 

HARVEST - herbs for drying, onions, blueberries, raspber-
ries and cherries before the birds get them. We can pick our 
first tomato this month. Harvest green beans, cucumbers and 
summer squash before they become too large, tough and bit-
ter. Pick greens and lettuce before they "bolt" (send up a 
flower stalk and turn bitter). 
 

WEEDING - is a fact of life in any garden. It’s necessary and 
at times unpleasant. It’s our biggest chore. Use weed barriers 
and mulches whenever possible. Weeding in early morning or 
towards evening, especially after a soaking rain, makes re-
moval easy. 
 

MULCH - Two to four inches deep to keep weeds at a mini-
mum, retain moisture and stabilize soil temperatures. 
 

HERBICIDES - are chemicals that kill weeds, or in some 
cases, any vegetation. If you must use them, do so only as a 
last resort. Read the entire label, use them only as directed 
and follow all safety instructions precisely. 
 

INSECTICIDES - kill insects. They should be treated with 
even more caution than herbicides, as they are even more 
toxic, sometimes deadly. Some insects are beneficial. They 
eat other insects that do considerable damage to our plants. 
Damage due to destructive insects is usually short-lived and 
temporary. They damage our plants mainly during specific 
stages of their development, for short periods of time. By the 
time we notice the damage, in most cases the insects have 
moved on to other plants or stages in their development. 
Managing them without insecticides can be simple, quick, 
inexpensive and no-risk. Here’s how — attract birds to your 
garden. They will eat as many insects as they can hold all 
day, every day. We can knock bugs from our plants with a 
strong spray from the garden hose or hand pick them. If it 

sounds too easy to be true, try it — it works. If you must use 
insecticides, follow all instructions carefully. 
 

FEED - garden and container plants regularly with the proper 
type and amount of fertilizer for the intended purpose. House-
plants, perennials, annuals and flowering shrubs need 5-10-5. 
Vegetables need 10-10-10. Roses need rose food, etc. Don’t 
feed trees during the summer. Feed them in the fall or spring. 
Never feed hostas or ferns regular fertilizer. Their roots can’t 
take anything stronger than the nutrients released from com-
post or decomposing mulch. 
 

DEADHEAD - flowers to encourage new bloom. 
 

PRUNE - wisteria to control its spread now that it’s done 
blooming. Trumpet vine blooms at the terminal ends of its 
vines, so trim them back after they’ve bloomed. Trim yews, 
junipers and privets now. Prune any flowering shrub within a 
month after blooming. Prune out any damaged, diseased, mis-
shapen or errant branches from trees and shrubs (maintenance 
pruning) at any time. 
 

CONTAINER PLANTS - should be closely managed as they 
grow lush. As they mature, roots will fill their pots, necessi-
tating large amounts of water and food. Some may need water 
every day. 
 
 

I n  T h e  G a r d e n  
By Jerry Blackburn 

Jerry Blackburn has been a garden designer for 30 years. 
He designs, installs, maintains and renovates perennial beds 
and borders.  He was employed at Washington Park Botani-
cal Gardens for 11 years. 

 

Enos Park Banner is going 

ELECTRONIC 

Do you enjoy the Banner? 
If so, let us know how you’d  

like to get it. 
Complete the form below or  
e-mail us your preference! 

Name________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________ 
 

E-mail address_________________________________ 
 

I prefer my newsletter: 
 Delivered via e-mail to the e-mail address above 
 Delivered to my address above in hard copy 

 

Send response to info@EPNIA.com 
or mail form to 821 N. 5th St. - Springfield, IL 62702 

mailto:info@EPNIA.com�
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Run, Skip and Have a Tea Party: Play with Your Kids 
  

Physical activities like playing tag, kicking around a soccer ball 
and riding a bike can benefit a child’s behavioral and mental 
health. 
  
Lis Phillips, a therapist at The Children’s Center of Mental Health 
Centers of Central Illinois, notes that disruptive behavior decreases 
when kids are more physically active. “I also see improvement in 
their ability to recall information. When children are given the 
opportunity to burn energy in productive ways they become better 
able to handle situations that arise. Their brains are able to focus 
more and their bodies are able to be quiet for a period of time.” 
  
According to the 2008 Physical Activity Guidelines Advisory 
Committee Report, reduced symptoms of depression and anxiety 
are health benefits of higher levels of physical activity in children 
and adolescents. 
  
“I often work with parents and other caregivers to come up with 
fun ideas that promote physical activity,” Phillips says. “The activ-
ity does not have to be flashy, big or expensive. Playing Simon 
says, jumping rope, walking and playing catch are a few examples 
of simple ways to have fun and be active. Typically the children 
and adolescents I work with enjoy activities that allow everyone to 
laugh together, especially if that means mom and dad can relax a 
little and are not afraid to look or act a little silly. 
  
“I encourage caregivers to participate in their child’s activities. 
Kids love it when the parents get involved. It shows the child that 
they are important enough for us as parents to stop what we are 
doing and just be with them. In these times when you are active 
with your child, remember that the throw form or technique does 
not have to be perfect. It just has to be fun. Resist the temptation to 
correct a technical error in something they are doing. Focus on the 
fun, not the form.” 
  
Unstructured free play is another opportunity for children and ado-
lescents to be physically active, use their imaginations and become 
creative. 
  
When children are active they are more able to deal with the world 
around them. Play is how they learn about the world and what they 
are good at. It is how they can find successful ways of defeating 
challenges that arise. When kids are not active we are taking away 
a natural part of their ability to learn their strengths and weak-
nesses. 
  
Reading books with children and adolescents can help spark their 
imagination and is a calming way to play. 
  
“It is also important for kids to experience imaginative playing 
with their parents,” Phillips says. “Have a tea party with your 
daughter. Be the announcer as your son hits his first major league 
home run. It may take time out of your schedule but it definitely is 
worth it in the end. Play seems like such silliness, but never has 
silliness been so important. It is a release of worries and energy 
that can be immeasurably beneficial.” 

Unfortunately the number of thefts, and burglaries have 
again increased over the past few weeks in the area.  We 
have been able to make several arrests but have identified 
that there are several more people/groups that are out and 
about stealing.  With summer being in full swing and people 
being out and about more, I hope that neighbors will con-
tinue to call in suspicious behavior to try and deter some of 
the thefts occurring.  
 

Over the past couple of months I have been working with 
different landlords, neighbors, Enos Park board members, 
and several different divisions in our department including 
the Street Crimes Unit and Drug Unit to help try and make a 
positive impact in the park area.  We have been focusing a 
lot of time and effort in the area of 8th and Phillips.  We have 
made several big drug arrests, evicted several problem peo-
ple, and are continuing our efforts to help change some nega-
tives into positives.  We still have a lot of work ahead of us 
but I feel we have made some great progress with slowing 
down and eliminating some of the drug activity in that area.   
 
We will continue to expand this focus but we will need a lot 
of help from neighbors and landlords to help monitor and 
stop illegal activity before it has a chance to grow.   
 
I would like to thank all of those involved with helping to 
clean up this area and hope these efforts will continue.  We 
must have patience with fixing some of the problems as they 
will take some time to completely fix.  I feel we are on the 
right track but it will take a continued combined effort to 
maintain what we have begun. 

C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  C o r n e r  
By Memorial Medical Center 

Remember to always report suspicious activity! 
Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 788-8311 

In the Neighborhood 
By Officer Ryan Irwin 

Find us on the web at www.EPNIA.com 

 

Have a Message? 
Want to Support Enos Park? 

1/8 page for $20 
3 issues for $50 

 

Call 522-9381 for more information 

PUT YOUR MESSAGE HERE 
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Moving Forward in 2011 

NAME________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS_________________________ CITY____________________________ ZIP________ 
 

NEW_____ RENEWAL______ PHONE_____________ DATE_________________ 
 

       SIGNED______________________________________________ 
 

       E-MAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________ 
 

Send to:  Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association, Inc. 
   821 N 5th St., Springfield, IL  62702                                           For more information, call 522-9381 
          

I want to be a part of the revitalization of Enos Park Neighborhood.  Here is my donation of $25 for 2011 
Membership, which entitles me to a copy of the Bylaws and voting privileges at the monthly meetings. 

 

 
ST. JOHN’S CREATES GUIDED IMAGERY CD  
FOR PATIENTS WITH CANCER  
 
SPRINGFIELD – A partnership between St. John’s Cancer Ser-
vices and the Center for Living will benefit patients and their fami-
lies who are being treated for cancer. St. John’s Cancer Services 
has introduced  Guided Imagery..., Living with Cancer, a CD that 
will help patients relax and meditate.  
 
“A diagnosis of cancer can be life-altering.  Chemotherapy, radia-
tion and dealing with the physical and emotional changes can be 
stressful for both the patient and loved ones,” said Tracey Sam-
dahl, director of St. John’s Cancer Services.  
 
The Guided Imagery... Living with Cancer CD features soft, sooth-
ing music with a narrated guided journey of the mind: first to a 
special place where the person listening finds comfort and peace, 
then to a healing waterfall, and finally to focusing on the people 
who provide love and support.  
 
“Research shows that guided imagery can help decrease anxiety 
and pain, help strengthen the immune system and reverse the 
physical effects of stress,” said Linda Murphy, director of the Cen-
ter for Living. “This is especially important during and after cancer 
treatments.  Guided imagery also helps patients cope with physical 
and emotional changes that often occur with cancer treatment and 
maintain inner control during challenging times.”  
 
The Guided Imagery... Living with Cancer CD was produced by 
St. John’s Center for Living, and is provided at no cost to patients. 
To learn more about St. John’s Cancer Institute, or for a free 
download of the CD, visit  
www.st-johns.org/services/cancer center.  
 
For a full-list of mindfulness classes offered at the Center for Liv-
ing, see www.prairieheart.com/cfl. 

 Once again, the EPNIA is partnering 
with Sacred Heart Griffin for the an-
nual “SHG Works” event scheduled for 
the weekend of October 8-9th. We are 
helping to identify elderly, disabled, 
and/or low-income homeowners who 
need assistance with minor home re-
pairs, painting, or yard work. The SHG 
Works committee will select the applicants based on apparent need 
for the projects that the volunteers will complete. Keep in mind that 
these are volunteers, not paid professionals, so there may be some 
jobs that are too big or require too much expertise. The groups can 
clean yards, paint porches and homes, or help with minor home re-
pairs that the homeowners can’t do on their own.  If you or your 
nominee is selected to receive help from SHG Works, proof of home 
ownership must be provided and a waiver signed. 
SHG Works is a group of volunteers who join together to celebrate 
the mission of SHG.  We believe that SHG works as an effective 
educator, not only creating successful academic students, but also 
people who live their faith by serving others.   
Project Nomination Form  (Print Clearly)  
Name of person needing assistance 
________________________________________________ 
Home address where assistance is needed 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
Phone number of house where assistance is needed  
________________________________________________ 
Name, phone number and email of person completing applica-
tion if not the same as the person needing assistance 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
What project would you like SHG Works volunteers to take on 
and why (explain why you are applying for assistance)?  Be 
specific as to what you want SHG Works volunteers to do at 
your house. (Attach additional sheets if necessary) 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

We regret that we cannot help everyone who applies.  Those 
selected will be notified by September 23.  
Please turn in your nomination form to Michelle Higginbotham, 
901 N. 5th St., by Friday, July 22. 

http://www.st-johns.org/services/cancer_center�
http://www.prairieheart.com/cfl�
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“If you want something done right, you have to do it your-
self,” runs an old saying. 
 
As of July 4th, I've lived in Springfield for two decades in-
stead of my planned “just a year.” I'm going to tell you the 
truth: back in 1991 I thought that Enos Park would have the 
sort of urban renaissance I was familiar with from Lafayette 
Square in St. Louis. In fact, we bet cold, hard cash that Enos 
Park would improve, since my new husband Kevin and I 
plunked down $39,000 for a house on Fourth Street. 
 
It has not moved upscale as quickly as I had hoped. The 
years have gone by and Enos Park didn't ignite into a much 
sought after trendy spot. True, we did well with our lovely 
blue house. We enjoyed living there for three years and kept 
it another seven as single-family rental property. It wasn't 
just a roof over our heads but a passport to meeting wonder-
ful people who are still dear to us. 
 
It was with great pleasure that I opened the State Journal-
Register on June 9th and found a front page article about the 
first of 100 (100!) houses to be renovated. Wow!! I'd known 
about Bud Farrar's magnificent rehab projects with master 
builder Kevin Knox, and a bit about the Enos Park Develop-
ment LLC. However, I'd apparently missed the full scope of 
buying properties with tax increment financing (better 
known as TIF funds). Some are foreclosed homes and so far 
about two dozen have been purchased. 
 
There are a few houses that will be demolished, which can 
be a vast improvement. Remember the block of Fourth 
Street just north of Carpenter back in the old days? The poor 
buildings looked like a mouthful of bad teeth. The old chant 
of “too far gone, dangerous, can't be fixed, must come 
down” that so aggravates preservationists is like a stopped 
watch that's right twice a day—sometimes it is true. The 
cost / benefit ratio sometimes doesn't work out for a building 
that's dilapidated and has no historic connections. In that 
block south of the Art Association, the green space is an 
asset instead of a liability where the housing stock had gone 
down the tubes. 
 
The Enos Park Development LLC is ably managed by Linda 
Maier, Michelle Higginbotham, and Steve Combs. Their 
first project at 1129 N. Fifth Street had an open house on 
June 9th. A two-story with almost 1,300 square feet, two 
bedrooms and 1 ½ baths, it's freshly painted inside and out. 
Steve was quoted in the SJ-R as saying, “It's an attractive, 
moderately priced product.” At $59,900 it's a house to be 
proud of and a home to love. My dear aunt-by-choice Jackie 
Jackson is a long-time neighborhood resident and EPNIA 
member. She went to see the house that day with a friend, 

and they enjoyed the porch swing while watching so many 
people passing through to see the place. I hope it sells soon 
so it has a family to enjoy it! 
 
There is always the question about whether neighborhood 
improvements will lead to gentrification and the displace-
ment of the very people who worked so hard to make a bet-
ter community. I stumbled across an article about the Logan 
Square area of Chicago that first appeared in USA Today six 
years ago but it's very much worth looking at:  
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2005-04-19-
gentrification x.htm 
 
...in Urban Affairs Review, Freeman reports the results of 
his national study of gentrification — the movement of up-
scale (mostly white) settlers into rundown (mostly minority) 
neighborhoods. 
 
[Another researcher] argues that hatred of gentrification 
is largely irrational: "We were angry when the middle 
class moved out of the city," he says. "Now we're angry 
when they move back." 
 
Their conclusion: Gentrification drives comparatively few 
low-income residents from their homes. Although some are 
forced to move by rising costs, there isn't much more dis-
placement in gentrifying neighborhoods than in non-
gentrifying ones. (…) Freeman concluded that living in a 
gentrifying neighborhood there actually made it less likely a 
poor resident would move... although higher costs some-
times force poor residents to leave gentrifying neighbor-
hoods, other changes — more jobs, safer streets, better trash 
pickup — encourage them to stay. 
 
I've long hoped that hordes of bohemians would show up 
with art galleries and coffee houses, driving prices up as 
buildings go from shabby to shabby chic to chic. Nope, not 
thus far. Our master plan from Mansur Real Estate Services 
and the Lakota Group calls for pumping in $45 million over 
the next two decades. That will require individual homeown-
ers' work, investors' faith, and the city's commitment to im-
proving infrastructure. 20 years---that'll be 2031! Well, I 
never imagined that I'd still be living in Springfield in the far 
off distant 21st century year of 2011, so who knows? 
 
Outsiders haven't discovered Enos Park and moved in wav-
ing cash around. We'll have to restore it ourselves. Given the 
sense of pride, accomplishment, and community that comes 
with that, I can't say I regret it, nor do I regret that my “just a 
year” turned into decades of deep roots. 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 

Not surprisingly, Lola Lucas is the author of  
At Home in the Park: Loving a Neighborhood Back to Life,  

which is available at Amazon.com.  
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