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The revitalization of Enos Park is more than 
a physical transformation! Many of the ma-
jestic homes of the late 1800's have been 
demolished. The Joseph Reisch Mansion, 
General John A. McClernand home, Benja-
min S. Ferguson's Mansion, Pascal P. Enos' 
family estate, which was passed on to Secre-
tary of State, Ozias Hatch, and Governor 
Shelby M. Cullom's Mansion are all gone! 
We are too late to physically bring them 
back to life. However, the people who lived 
in these homes and their impact on Spring-
field still prevails. It is Enos Park's history, 
its residents and events, which also need to 
be revisited and revitalized. It is Enos Park's 
rich history that the Enos Park Neighbor-
hood Improvement Association is trying to 
revitalize by gaining recognition for the 
neighborhood as a National Historic Dis-
trict. 
 

In the early 1850's there were three large 
family estates located north of the city 
which would eventually become the Enos 

Park neighborhood. The Edwards family 
estate from 3rd to 5th Street north of Miller 
with their home at 700 N 4th Street, the 
Jayne's property north of Enos Avenue be-
tween 5th and 6th Street, and the Pascal 
Enos estate extending from 5th to 10th 
Street north of Enterprise, all would became 
the core of the neighborhood. Fifty years 
later these large estates had been subdivided 
into smaller lots on which homes had been 
built for a balanced mix of professional, 
white collar residents and the blue collar 
workers who sustained the major industries 
of the city. This unique make up of residents 
and their architecturally significant homes 
gave rise to Enos Park being identified as 
the "Jewel of Springfield"! 

Today as we try to regain that title and se-
cure the designation of a Historic District, 
we are using the Fever River Research of 

Continued on page 3 

601 N 6th (demolished) Shelby M. Cullom Man-
sion, two times Governor of Illinois. 

631 N 6th (demolished) Joseph Reisch, owner 
and founder of the Reisch Brewery.  
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The last social event president elect Lincoln attended in 
Springfield was the wedding of his friend Ozias M. Hatch, 
Secretary of State, to Julia Enos, daughter of Pascal Enos, one 
of the founding fathers of Springfield. They were married in 
1860 in the Enos home located at North 7th Street and Enter-
prise. This was the only home on the entire block. It was part 
of the expansive estate of the Enos family. The home was 
later passed on to Julia and her husband.  
 

The land between N 7th and N 8th Street north of Enterprise, 
which was given to the city by Susan Enos, another daughter 
of Pascal, became Enos Park in 1905. It was originally the 
extended front yard of the Enos children. Behind the Enos 
home to the west were the open fields of their backyard. To-
day as you travel north on N 6th Street along the 1000 block 
you can still see an extended section of open lots that have 
never had any buildings on them. 
 

The information and pictures for this month's newsletter came 
from "The Architectural Resources of the Enos Park 
Neighborhood, Springfield, Illinois", a research project under-
taken by Fever River Research in 1997. Floyd Mansberger, 
Director of Fever River Research, can be contacted at fmans-
berger@comcast.net. Check out their website for other re-
search projects http://www.illinoisarchaeology.com/. 

Did You Know 
By  Steve Combs, President EPNIA  

1129 N. Fifth St. 

Built in 1858 for the Enos family on their large estate north of 
Springfield. The home was located at N 7th Street and Enterprise. 
The Ozias Hatch family lived here for three generations. 

Real Estate - Featured Home 

An historic home without the headaches…. 
If you like the idea of living in a historic home but don’t want 
to tackle a fixer upper, the work has already been done on this 
one. In 2003, Old Neighborhood Rehab completely renovated 
this shotgun house, including the electrical, plumbing, HVAC, 
roof and windows. The property changed hands a couple of 
times before going into foreclosure earlier this year. Enos 
Park Development purchased the property and worked with 
Old Neighborhood Rehab to renovate it once again. The exte-
rior has been painted and landscaped and the interior has new 
paint and floor coverings. There are hardwood floors in the 
living room/dining room and a laundry room on the main 
level. The new appliances stay with the house and there is also 
a detached garage off the alley. All this for just $59,900! Call 
Linda Maier with The Real Estate Firm, Inc. at 547-5526 to 
arrange a showing. 
Open House Thursday, June 9 
Please join us for an Open House on Thursday, June 9 from 
4:30-6:30 p m. to see Enos Park Development’s first com-
pleted renovation project.  

mailto:fmansberger@comcast.net�
mailto:fmansberger@comcast.net�
mailto:fmansberger@comcast.net�
mailto:fmansberger@comcast.net�
http://www.illinoisarchaeology.com/�
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1997 to identify properties that have structural integrity and  
are potentially eligible for National Registration. Although the 
report identified 18 potential homes, designation of Historic 
Districts can be based on a collection of properties within a 
specific area that may lack distinction individually, but as a 
group represent an important historical or architectural devel-
opment and also present a feeling of a particular place and 
time. 

In addition to the prestige of such a designation, being recog-
nized as an Historic District will enhance the establishment of 
a zoning overlay for the advancement of the Enos Park Master 
Plan. It will also put a freeze on property taxes for owner oc-
cupied homes. If successful, it would be Springfield's first 
National Registered Historic Neighborhood. 
 

For more information about the registration process and the 
unique architecture of the homes in Enos Park, join us Tues-
day, June 14th as we welcome Anthony Rubano with the Ar-
chitecture Service Section of the Illinois Historic Preservation 
Agency. The meeting will start at 7 p.m. in the Assisi Confer-
ence Room next to the library in the Main Building of St. 
John's Hospital. Everyone is welcome! 

Continued from page 1 
 

The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. Cir-
culation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of each 
month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 522-
9381 or e-mail m.piland@sbcglobal.net or fax       522-3060.  
The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 
Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

L i v i n g  w i t h  C h a r a c t e r  

The author has completed over twenty-three whole house 
renovations in Central Illinois, some of them in the Enos 
Park area, and two projects have made it to The National 
Register of Historic Places earning him a place in Register’s 
Who’s Who in Executives and Professionals. 

801 N 6th (demolished)  
General John A. McClernand, Union officer and politician 

At Qik-n-EZ we're more than just a  
convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 
everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  
we are where you need us.  

Paint looks best on an old house! 
 

Even with most of the problems with paint, it is still the best 
looking aspect of an old house. The problems that are inherent 
with paint on old wood are mainly due to moisture passing 
from inside the home to the outside, causing the paint to lose 
its hold on the wood. We have tried many ways to halt this 
phenomenon, like putting linseed oil on the wood prior to 
painting, thinking this will soak into the wood, giving the 
primer something to attach itself to. 

 
New homes are constructed with different technology than the 
old homes so the problems lie with the old homes. The new 
homes have moisture wraps installed on the outside and some 
super insulated homes also have a vapor barrier installed on the 
inside of the walls as well, which halts the paint problems but 
requires fresh air intakes to replenish the air in the living space. 
Aware of this, some paint manufacturers have produced vapor 
barrier interior paint which halts the moisture inside from mak-
ing it to the outside. 
 
The prep time for painting, the caulking, filling of holes, nail-
ing loose boards, etc., takes the most labor. The painting takes 
less than half of the prep time. And as long as it was men-
tioned, nailing loose boards pretty much requires a headed fas-
tener, as finish nails will no longer offer much holding power 
on exterior applications. Ideally, if every board were to be 
primed on all sides before installation this moisture phenome-
non wouldn’t be a problem. It all depends on how much work 
you want to put into it that will give you the most service life. 
Still I have to say a multi-colored Victorian style home sure 
looks as well as any high end house built for today’s market. 
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As I walked through our ward in the campaign, I encoun-
tered far too many abandoned buildings.  Neighbors told me 
that many were in foreclosure, some for years.  Generally, 
nobody was taking care of these properties.  
  

In addition to bringing the neighborhood down, the aban-
doned properties are a drain on city resources because the 
burden to maintain them falls on the city, plus they generate 
police and fire calls, draining even more resources.   
  

House Bill 1109, The Lender Responsibility Act, addresses 
this problem.  It would empower cities to enact ordinances 
to hold lenders responsible for maintaining and securing 
vacant properties upon which they are foreclosing.  In many 
cases, the "owner" has walked away from the property be-
cause they can't make the mortgage payments and owe more 
on the house than it's worth.  In those cases it makes sense to 
compel the only entity with a real interest in the property, 
the mortgage holder, to take care of it.   
  

By the time you read this, the legislature is expected to have 
adjourned for the summer, so I'll let you know next month 
what happened.   
  

Also proposed this session was legislation to clear the way 
for land banks in Illinois. Unfortunately, it has gone no-
where. A land bank is an entity, usually public, that acquires 
and holds vacant, abandoned properties.  It would then sell 
or give them to citizens or developers, who would transform 
them into something useful--a side lot for another home, 
green space or development, for example.   
  

In St. Louis, Indianapolis and elsewhere, land banks have 
shown promise in dealing with properties nobody wants.  4.3 
million may lose their homes to foreclosure in this national 
housing crisis, according to a recent Tribune editorial.   
 

Community leaders in Enos Park couldn't wait for the legis-
lature and created our own land bank.  In May the City 

Council passed an ordinance I sponsored to appropriate 
Enos Park TIF funds for the Enos Park Development LLC to 
acquire vacant abandoned properties that have been an eye-
sore for too long.  Thanks to Steve Combs, Michelle Hig-
genbotham and Linda Maier for being a step ahead of our 
State Legislature.   
  

Also passed at the same Council meeting was an ordinance I 
sponsored to provide TIF funds to implement the Enos Park 
Master Plan.  The Lakota Group and Mansur put together a 
great plan, but it does no good unless it is implemented.   
--------------------------------------------- 
Watch for the Round Up insert in your June CWLP 
bill.  Please fill it out and send it back with your bill pay-
ment.  Your future bills will then be rounded up to the next 
dollar and the additional cents will help those least fortunate 
among us--the homeless.  One to 99 cents may not sound 
like much, but multiply it by 5,000 or 10,000 of CWLP's 
65,000 customers and by 12 months, and pretty soon you are 
talking real money.   
--------------------------------------------- 
You can't get any better fruits and vegetables than at our 
farmers markets, plus the money you spend stays in central 
Illinois.  The downtown market on Adams, between 5th & 
3rd, is Wednesdays & Saturdays, 8 a m. to 12:30 p.m.   The 
other market, Thursdays, 4 to 7 p.m. is at the State Fair-
grounds in the Commodities Pavilion, across from the 
grandstand. Illinois wine is sold there too!  
  

The City is taking applications for new Firefighters.  June 
9th is the deadline.  You must be between 20 & 34, with 
certain exceptions, and have a high school diploma or GED. 
Pick up an application in Room 309, Municipal Bldg. south, 
or www.springfield.il.us.  Good luck! 
  

Enjoy great food and good music at the Taste of Downtown, 
Friday & Saturday, July 8 & 9, noon to midnight, on 5th, 
between Jefferson and Adams.  

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

Moving Forward in 2011 

NAME________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS_________________________ CITY____________________________ ZIP________ 
 

NEW_____ RENEWAL______ PHONE_____________ DATE_________________ 
 

       SIGNED______________________________________________ 
 

       E-MAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________ 
 

Send to:  Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association, Inc. 
   821 N 5th St., Springfield, IL  62702                                           For more information, call 522-9381 
          

I want to be a part of the revitalization of Enos Park Neighborhood.  Here is my donation of $25 for 2011 
Membership, which entitles me to a copy of the Bylaws and voting privileges at the monthly meetings. 

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 
samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or  

915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

http://www.springfield.il.us/�
http://us.mc431.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=samcahnman@yahoo.com�
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It’s June. It’s finally warm. Temperatures this spring have 
fluctuated a little too wildly for my tastes, either too warm 
(nearly hot) or too cold. This month brings the official start of 
summer. Grass will feel warm between the toes and rain will 
no longer feel chilly. Fireflies will be out soon, as will the 
mosquitoes and buffalo gnats. Japanese Beetles will soon 
descend to devour any and everything they can before they 
mate, then die in August. We must cope with them the best 
we can. Here are some ideas and a garden calendar for June: 
 

PLANT - Anything you want. Plant successive crops of 
beans, garlic, onions and corn to ensure an extended harvest. 
Plant transplants of Brussels sprouts, cabbage and pumpkins 
for fall harvest. Fill in bare spots in perennial beds with annu-
als. Plant containers and windowboxes with anything you 
wish. We need not restrict ourselves to annuals — try herbs, 
perennials, tropicals or even vegetables. 
 

HOUSEPLANTS can be set out in a shady area now that 
night temperatures remain above 50 degrees. Very few may 
be placed directly in the sun. 
 

PONDS - should be up and running by now. Don’t forget to 
add a couple inexpensive goldfish to keep the mosquito popu-
lation down. If you’ve always wanted to try a pond but don’t 
want to install one, you might try a container pond. Use any 
large non-toxic water-tight container. Set it where you want 
it, add a couple pond plants, 2 or 3 goldfish and you have an 
instant no-fuss inexpensive pond. 
 

HARVEST - anything that’s ready: herbs, greens, green 
beans, strawberries, peas, lettuce, rhubarb, etc. Stop harvest-
ing asparagus at the end of the month, fertilize it and let new 
growth mature into the fall. Cut some roses, peonies or sweet-
peas for a fresh indoor bouquet. 
 

FEED - and water any shrub after pruning. Continue to feed 
roses monthly. Renew and feed strawberry beds after harvest. 
Feed annuals, perennials and vegetables regularly. Do not 
feed Hostas at all. The stems elongate, weaken and flop to the 
ground. 
 

PRUNE - any flowering plant within 30 days after blooming 
(if you must.) Deadhead Rhododendrons and Azaleas after 
bloom. Feed Azaleas with an acid-type fertilizer after bloom. 
 

PERENNIALS - Pinch mums starting now until mid-July for 
compact blooming this fall. Any perennial may be lifted and 
divided after blooming if the need arises, otherwise Septem-
ber and October are the best time to move or renovate peren-
nials (except those that bloom during those months.) 
 

MULCH - anything you can. Three to four inches keeps soil 
temperatures even, conserves water and keeps weeds to a 
minimum. 
 

COMPOST - use what you have in your flower or vegetable 
beds, then start a new pile. It can be worked into the soil or 
used as a top-dressing before mulch is applied. 

 

INSECTS - become a particular problem as the season 
warms. Try hosing them off with a strong spray of water be-
fore you try toxic insecticides. Most will never find their way 
back to the plant. Keep an eye out for bagworms. Dipel or 
Thuricide will eliminate them without using toxic chemicals. 
Imidicloprid is effective against Japanese Beetles. However, 
it takes 6-8 weeks to become effective after application (mid-
April). If you didn’t use Imidicloprid, don’t fear, Carbaryl 
(Sevin) is a good contact poison. The beetles must be sprayed 
directly with it. Spraying the plant in hopes of repelling bee-
tles doesn’t work. Spray the insects directly. A word of warn-
ing — Japanese Beetle traps attract Japanese Beetles — not 
good for small properties. They only work well with large 
acreages where the beetles can be drawn away from flowers 
and crops. Handpicking works or they may be shaken into a 
pail of soapy water. 
 

MOW - the lawn regularly. Mow it 2-3 inches tall for best 
results. The taller you maintain your lawn, the deeper the 
roots will grow. A lawn kept at 2 or 3 inches will have deep 
enough roots to carry it through our very dry summers with 
less browning-out and stress damage. An occasional watering 
during dry spells can keep turf from turning too brown. 
 

WEED whenever you can. 
 

WATER when your plants need it. 
 

ENJOY! 

I n  T h e  G a r d e n  
By Jerry Blackburn 

Jerry Blackburn has been a garden designer for 30 years. 
He designs, installs, maintains and renovates perennial beds 
and borders.  He was employed at Washington Park Botani-
cal Gardens for 11 years. 

 

Enos Park Banner is going 

ELECTRONIC 

Do you enjoy the Banner? 
If so, let us know how you’d  

like to get it. 
Complete the form below or  
e-mail us your preference! 

Name________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________ 
 

E-mail address_________________________________ 
 

I prefer my newsletter: 
 Delivered via e-mail to the e-mail address above 
 Delivered to my address above in hard copy 

 

Send response to info@EPNIA.com 
or mail form to 821 N. 5th St. - Springfield, IL 62702 

mailto:info@EPNIA.com�
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Food Defense: Plan Ahead to Defeat FBI 
 

Summer is a great time for picnics, BBQs and family reun-
ions. Unfortunately, any event that involves transporting 
food from one place to another can be dangerous.  Food 
borne illness (FBI), commonly called food poisoning, is 
caused by a number of bacteria and viruses that induce 
physical distress.  Symptoms of FBI can include nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain to name a few.  If severe 
and untreated, FBI can result in organ failure and even death 
in extreme cases. 
 

Planning ahead and taking certain precautions will reduce 
your risk of FBI.  Here are some easy tips from the United 
States Department of Agriculture and the American Dietetic 
Association to try at your next event:  
 

Know how many people will be served and try to limit the 
amount leftovers to avoid the challenge of keeping left-
overs at a safe temperature.  Any leftovers should be 
wrapped and placed in the cooler or discarded.  If food is 
left out for 2 hours (or 1 hour if temperature is above 90 
degrees), it should be discarded. 

Chill cold foods in the refrigerator before transport.  Fill ice 
chests with several inches of ice, frozen gel packs, or con-
tainers of frozen water just before leaving home and bring 
extra ice to keep coolers cold. Cold food should be kept at 
an internal temperature of less than 41 degrees F.   

 

Pack all perishable foods in ice to maintain cold tempera-
tures in transit. 

Have meats ready to grill by seasoning meats and shape 
hamburger patties at home.  However, never partially 
cook any meats ahead of time.   

Keep raw meats in separate well secured containers, away 
from cold prepared foods.  It helps to pack two coolers - 
one for cold drinks and one for cold foods.  Try to avoid 
opening the cold food cooler to keep foods cooler longer.   

Have a food appliance thermometer in the cooler to ensure 
the food stays below 40 degrees F. 

Transport coolers in your trunk in cool-weather, rather 
than a heated car.  During warmer weather, keep coolers 
in your air-conditioned car instead of a hot trunk.  

When setting up, keep ice coolers out of direct sunlight, in 
either a shady place or cover with a blanket.  

Keep raw meat in separate containers in the cooler until 
ready to grill.   

Bring a food thermometer and cook meats to an appropri-
ate internal temperature:  

Beef, veal, lamb steaks, roasts, chops: 145 degrees F  
Ground beef, veal, lamb, pork chops, ribs, roasts:  
 160 degrees F 
All poultry, casseroles: 165 degrees F 

Wait to remove your cold side dishes until ready to eat.   
Bring plenty of clean plates, platters, and utensils for pre-

paring and serving food safely.  Avoid transferring germs 
from raw meat to cooked meat by using clean utensils, 
plates, etc once meat has been cooked thoroughly.   

Use a water filled jug, liquid soap, moist towels, and pa-
per towels for cleaning hands and surfaces.  

Wash hands before, during and after preparing food.  

C o m m u n i t y  
H e a l t h  C o r n e r  
By Memorial Medical Center 

Remember to always report suspicious activity!      
Police Emergency dial 911                             

Police Non-Emergency 788-8311 

In the Neighborhood 
By Officer Ryan Irwin 
 
 
 
As summer approaches and the children are out of school for 
the summer, here are a few safety ideas to remember and 
keep in mind for summer fun: 
 

• Watch for kids coming and going from the park, some-
times in the excitement children forget to watch for traf-
fic.  If you are driving near the park, slow down and 
watch for kids on foot and on bicycles.  While traveling 
in residential areas be cautious of kids emerging from 
behind parked vehicles or blind spots where children 
may come running from. 

• If you are mowing the grass, be aware of the direction 
your mower is throwing.  Change the direction to avoid 
hitting nearby kids with debris or shut it off as kids walk 
by.  Also be aware of home windows and parked vehi-
cles to avoid accidentally throwing a rock from the 
mower.  

• During back yard cookouts make sure the children play 
far from the grill.  It’s a good idea to have a second per-
son besides the cook standing at the grill to stop any 
accidents from occurring. 

• Parents, remember to inspect your child’s playing 
area.  Walk your yard identifying any potential hazards 
that kids could get into.  Be sure there are no sharp ob-
jects or holes in the yard.  If you have swing sets or 
trampolines, inspect them before use.   

• Pools are a great source of summer fun, but each sum-
mer we take several calls regarding accidents involving 
kids and pools.  Always have adults present when the 
kids are swimming.  Remember to take proper precau-
tions to avoid someone unintentionally falling in.   

• Don’t rely on window screens to keep children from 
falling out of open windows. 

• Always lock and secure the keys to your car so kids 
can’t get trapped in the car. 

• Don’t forget the sun block, have fun! 

On the web at www.EPNIA.com 
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CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL PATIENT NAMED CHILDREN’S 
MIRACLE NETWORK ILLINOIS CHAMPION  
Grace Vaughn, 11, a former St. John’s Children’s Hospital 
patient, has been selected as the 2011 Illinois Champion in 
the Children’s Miracle Network  Hospitals Champions pro-
gram. Each year the Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals® 
Champions program selects from each state one child with a 
remarkable medical story. These Champions serve as am-
bassadors for the 17 million children treated at Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals annually. The Champions and 
their families will travel to Washington, D.C., and Orlando, 
Fla. in October to highlight the vital work of children’s hos-
pitals.  Children’s Miracle Network raises funds for 170 chil-
dren’s hospitals across North America.  
 
St. John’s Children’s Hospital meets the health care needs 
of children and their families in central and southern Illinois 
through the provision of high quality, coordinated care of 
children with acute and chronic conditions with inpatient, 
ambulatory, and community-based programs. Through part-
nership with Southern Illinois University School of Medi-
cine, St. John’s Children’s Hospital is a unified voice for 
pediatric health care and philanthropy, volunteerism, child 
welfare, education, and pediatric program development.  

Mini O'Beirne Crisis Nursery News 

On July 1, Karen Cox will take over the helm from retiring 
director Kathleen Heyworth. Karen began working at 
Springfield's Rutledge Youth Foundation in 1995. She has 
served as the Clinical Services Manager since 2001, the 
same year she earned an MSW from the University of Illi-
nois. Karen states that she is "very excited" to be the Execu-
tive Director. "My passion is working with children and 
families, and this will allow me to continue my work in 
strengthening families by providing invaluable resources 
and support for families in need." Kathleen, who has been 
the Executive Director since 2004, said, "Through our re-
spective agencies, I've had the pleasure of knowing Karen 
for 10 years and feel she will do a great job as director. My 
difficult decision to retire has been made easier since I feel I 
will be leaving the Nursery in such capable hands." 
 
Help Raise Funds for the Mini O'Beirne Crisis Nursery 
Did you know you can help raise funds for the Crisis Nurs-
ery by playing BINGO! Join Crisis Nursery friends and 
board members on the second, third and fifth (when applica-
ble) Fridays of every month at Caritas Bingo Hall, located at 
909 Converse in Springfield. Doors open at 5:00 pm, games 
start at 6:00 pm. 

 

BRAHLER 
 TIRE & AUTO CENTERS 

252 S Dirksen Pkwy   7th & N. Grand 
1950 N Dirksen Pkwy 6th & Spruce 
1031 W. Jefferson  1557 W. Wabash 

 www.thinkBRAHLER.com 

 Once again, the EPNIA is partner-
ing with Sacred Heart Griffin for 
the annual “SHG Works” event 
scheduled for the weekend of Oc-
tober 8-9th. We are helping to iden-
tify elderly, disabled, and/or low-
income homeowners who need 
assistance with minor home repairs, painting, or yard work. 
The SHG Works committee will select the applicants based 
on apparent need for the projects that the volunteers will com-
plete. Keep in mind that these are volunteers, not paid profes-
sionals, so there may be some jobs that are too big or require 
too much expertise. The groups can clean yards, paint porches 
and homes, or help with minor home repairs that the home-
owners can’t do on their own.  If you or your nominee is se-
lected to receive help from SHG Works, proof of home own-
ership must be provided and a waiver signed. 
SHG Works is a group of volunteers who join together to celebrate 
the mission of SHG.  We believe that SHG works as an effective 
educator, not only creating successful academic students, but also 
people who live their faith by serving others.   
Project Nomination Form  (Print Clearly)  
Name of person needing assistance 
________________________________________________ 
Home address where assistance is needed 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
Phone number of house where assistance is needed  
________________________________________________ 
Name, phone number and email of person completing appli-
cation if not the same as the person needing assistance 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
What project would you like SHG Works volunteers to take 
on and why (explain why you are applying for assistance)?  
Be specific as to what you want SHG Works volunteers to do 
at your house. (Attach additional sheets if necessary) 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 

We regret that we cannot help everyone who applies.  Those 
selected will be notified by September 23.  
Please turn in your nomination form to Michelle 
Higginbotham, 901 N. 5th St., by Friday, July 22. 
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It's been rough lately: mass murder, torture, terrorism, sui-
cide, lynching, arson, animal abuse, a stampede that left guts 
squished out, fatal car crashes, and several people thrown to 
their deaths from a train. 
 
And here I thought joining a book club would be relaxing. 
 
My hesitation in signing up for the newly formed club of 
about 20 women was that it would be lots of “chick lit” 
where girl meets boy, there are complications, then the cou-
ple gets together and they live happily ever after. That's just 
not my thing. I've read a few of that sort but they don't have 
the allure of science fiction and fantasy. I cut my teeth on 
mythology and the Andrew Lang fairytale books so it was 
simple enough to transition to otherworldly tales in my fa-
vorite genre by sixth grade. Still, I was wanting something 
different and the beauty (and drawback) of a book club is 
reading things one wouldn't otherwise. Chick lit this ain't. 
 
We started with Sarah's Key, which covered the little-known 
but true round up of Jews in occupied France. Lifelong 
French citizens, they were turned on by their neighbors and 
sent to concentration camps for extermination. Our discus-
sion of the book was hindered because the restaurant where 
we met was having half-priced margaritas that night, oops. 
The noise level made it difficult to shout opinions across a 
long table but we agreed it was pretty much a downer. 
 
The next on our list was my responsibility. Springfield took 
part in The Big Read sponsored by the Illinois State Library. 
The idea is to get people of all ages to read a book of lasting 
merit and social importance then to get conversations going 
in the community. I'd participated in a contest that was part 
of the celebration and won an honorable mention certificate 
for my poem, along with a prize of The Heart Is a Lonely 
Hunter by Carson McCullers. I figured it would be a good 
thing for our club to take part in the event so I suggested the 
novel for our next selection although I'd never read it. Well, 
it was pretty heavy going. The characters all struggled with 
an aching loneliness and a desire to be heard and under-
stood. The best they got was an illusion that someone cared 
but, all said and done, it was a lot of mutual incomprehen-
sion. April's session was at a member's home so we were 
able to hold a genuine discussion and the few who'd made it 
through found the ending shocking and rather depressing. 
 
Next up this month will be Coming of Age in Mississippi, 
Anne Moody's memoir of growing up black in the rural 
south and her work through her college years with the civil 
rights movement. Her childhood sounded a lot like my fam-
ily's recollections of living near starvation in a two room 
wooden sharecroppers' house. The rain that washed seed out 
of the ground came down on black and white alike but even 
the poorest white wasn't subjected to the random acts of vio-

lence and grinding racism that went on. Moody described 
one man shot in the back and killed on a main street side-
walk of her town because there was a rumor that he was 
involved with the NAACP. There's been a lot in the media 
lately about the freedom riders in the South since this is the 
50th anniversary, so it was enlightening to read of the attacks 
people endured to do something as simple as sit at a lunch 
counter. Look around and you'll see efforts even now to dis-
enfrachise blacks, yet it's not as blatant as firing people from 
their jobs or burning crosses in their yards for trying to sign 
up to vote. 
 
We'll talk about our reactions in a few days and odds are, 
our members will chuckle because there's someone in the 
book who's also named Lola. He was a transvestite who 
worked at a New Orleans restaurant with the author. He 
taught her how to dress more attractively and fix her hair 
and makeup to appear more grownup. (After just stumbling 
across an unflattering picture of myself on the web, I'd be 
pleased with a total new look, too.) 
 
Being the English major and enthusiastic reader that I am, I 
went ahead and leaped into next month's book, Water for 
Elephants. Can't say it was a pleasant experience. It's set in a 
threadbare circus during The Great Depression when people 
and animals both had to struggle to get a decent meal. Work-
ers lived on the edge, often getting stiffed for even their 
meager wages. Parts of the book were quite distressing; I'm 
not inclined to see the movie version because of the abuse of 
an elephant who was considered worthlessly stupid, but she 
had been trained in Polish and didn't understand the com-
mands. 
 
Read books, get together with friends, eat good food—it's a 
lot of fun. Despite my discomfort with some of the topics 
and themes, I've learned things that I would not have without 
the novels and I'm grateful. A recent study claimed that 
readers have more empathy for people from different cul-
tures and that counts as a “well, duh” finding. To read 
deeply and widely is to vicariously live from behind the eyes 
of an athletic young black woman and a doddering old white 
man in a nursing home in a single day. The Big Read has the 
right idea: get folks reading and talking about ideas, but we 
don't have to wait for a certain time of year to do that. You 
can have a mini-read in your own household or with friends 
and neighbors! 
 
And who knows, maybe one day my book club will decide 
on something relentlessly upbeat and positive, something set 
right here in Springfield...oh, say for example, At Home in 
the Park: Loving a Neighborhood Back to Life! 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 

Not surprisingly, Lola Lucas is the author of  
At Home in the Park: Loving a Neighborhood Back to Life,  

which is available at Amazon.com.  
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Next Neighborhood meeting 
Anthony Rubano with the Architecture Service Section  

of the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
Tuesday, June 14, 7pm 

St. John's Hospital, Assisi Conf. Room 
 

Neighborhood Walk & Cookout  
 

The Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association will hold its annual Neighborhood Walk 
and Cookout on Saturday, June 25th. We will gather in Enos Park at 10 a m. to start our door to 
door walk through the neighborhood to meet and greet our neighbors and hand out flyers regard-
ing our Enos Park Hotline (787 ENOS) to report suspicious activity. We will regroup at the Park 
at 12 noon to have our cookout and visit with members of the Springfield police department who 
will be our special guests. Please contact Steve Combs 494 6668 to confirm you will participate 
and bring a dish. 


