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Phase 1 of our Master Plan is complete, and 
we now have a working document that we 
can use when promoting our ideas for revi-
talizing the neighborhood. Phase 2 will in-
volve using our Master Plan to entice devel-
opers and builders to consider projects in 
Enos Park as part of a large-scale redevelop-
ment effort. More than ever, now is the time 
to “clean up and green up” the area so that 
developers will see the potential in our 
neighborhood. In addition to attracting new 
construction, we want to be sure that existing 
homeowners have pride of ownership in 
their properties and see the number of prop-
erties being improved reach a critical mass. 
 
So if you have been planning to paint your 
house or landscape your front yard, now is 
the time! Perhaps you’ve been thinking 
about redoing your front porch or removing 
aluminum siding to more closely restore the 
house to its original appearance. Maybe your 
foundation needs to be tuckpointed or you 
have a concrete driveway that should be re-
placed. If you will commit to undertaking 
your project this year, the EPNIA will pro-
vide a matching grant (up to $500) as well as 
discounts on materials and other incentives.  
 
• Sherwin Williams is offering discounts 

on paint and will also provide color con-
sultations and “how to” advice for prop-
erty owners interested in painting the 
exteriors of their homes. 

 
• Noonan’s True Value is offering dis-

counts on landscaping materials. 
 
• TruGreen is offering discounts on land-

scaping and/or lawn treatments. 

 

• Cardinal Building Materials is offering 
discounts on their products such as siding, 
roofing, doors, windows, and porch mate-
rials. 

 
• If your project will require a permit from 

the city, you can receive a sales tax ex-
emption letter for the purchase of your 
materials. 

 
The EPNIA will award prizes to the winner 
and runner-up in each of the following cate-
gories: 
 
1) Best Paint/Trim  
2) Best Landscaping  
3) Best Exterior Makeover 
 
Winners in each category will receive a $100 
gift card to Noonan’s True Value. To partici-
pate, simply complete the brief application 
which can be found in the Banner or online 
at www.epnia.com. Join us in cleaning up 
and greening up Enos Park this year! 
 
 

 

 Before & After 

http://www.epnia.com�
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 What an Opportunity 
If You’re Looking … 
There may be other properties for 
rent or sale.  We invite property 
owners to use this feature.  This 
listing will be on our website at 
www.epnia.com.   
 

This feature is free to the public!  
Call 522-9381 to list your property. 

 
Business Space Available in Enos Park 
3rd & North Grand, 523-5050 ext. 730 vacant lots 
4th & Carpenter, 725-3402 vacant lots 
629 North 4th Street, 836-3387 vacant lot 
1181 North 4th Street, 523-5162 commercial 
1037 North 5th Street, Ph. 787-7215 
611 North 6th Street, Ph. 544-4002 commercial 
614 North 6th Street, 241-0202 commercial for lease 
1123 North 8th Street, Ph. 525-2112 or 899-9662 tavern 
701 North 9th Street, Ph. 553-7022 or 547-6650 
800 blk. 9th Street, Ph. 899-8470 or 525-2112 (1.95 acres) 
802 North 9th Street, 547-6650 or 553-7022 commercial 
1135 North 9th Street, Ph. 726-0600 commercial 
725 East North Grand, Ph. 415-1127 commercial 
825 East Carpenter, Ph. 753-2121 commercial 
716 East Enos, Tavern, Ph. 725-4226 
700 East Miller, Ph. 494-6468 or 787-7215 
 
Houses for Rent in Enos Park 
1019 North 4th Street, Ph. 306-3510 
717 North 5th Street, Ph. 544-1459 
 
Houses/ Lots Available in Enos Park 
1004 North 3rd Street, Ph. 971-9138 
1030 North 3rd Street, 523-5555 
904 North 4th Street, Ph. 306-1375 
1001 North 4th Street, Ph. 652-7753 
1050 North 5th Street, Ph. 971-9138 
1131 North 5th Street, Ph. 899-6606 
611 North 6th Street, Ph. 544-4002 
6th & Enos Street, Ph. 436-2363 vacant lots 
804 North 7th Street, Ph. 726-3261 or 547-6655 
1117 North 7th Street, 541-1308 vacant lot w/small bldg. 
1120 North 7th Street, Ph. 787-7215 or 414-9709 
824 North 8th Street, Ph. 523-1223 
925 North 8th Street, Ph. 816-6818 or 787-7000 
817 North 9th Street, Ph. 391-3636 
1005 North 9th Street, 544-4002, 2 vacant lots 

 

Enos Park Banner is going 

ELECTRONIC 

Do you enjoy the Banner? 

If so, let us know how you’d  
like to get it. 

Complete the form below or  
e-mail us your preference! 

Name________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________ 
 

E-mail address_________________________________ 
 

I prefer my newsletter: 
 Delivered via e-mail to the e-mail address above 
 Delivered to my address above in hard copy 
 

Send response to info@EPNIA.com 
or mail form to 821 N. 5th St. - Springfield, IL 62702 

Clean Up & Green Up Application 
 

Name__________________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________________ 
 
Are you a homeowner?____________________________  
 
How long at current address?_______________________ 
 
Phone__________________________________________ 
 
Email__________________________________________ 
 
What type of project do you plan to complete?
_______________________________________________ 
 
Estimated total cost of project_______________________  
   
Start Date________________   End Date______________ 

 

Would you like to receive discounts from the following 
companies? Circle all that apply.  
 

Sherwin  Williams         Noonan’s                True Value      
Tru Green         Cardinal Building Materials 
 

Would you like to receive assistance in applying for a sales 
tax exemption letter for the purchase of materials?  yes  /  no 
 

Return completed application to Steve Combs, 821 N. Fifth 
St. or email to steven combs 592@comcast net 

mailto:info@EPNIA.com�
mailto:steven_combs_592@comcast.net�
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Over the past couple of months I have been reporting to you 
that we have seen an increase in burglaries and residential 
burglaries in the Enos Park area.  However, this month I am 
pleased to advise that it appears the number of burglaries 
are decreasing in the park area.  We have tried to step up 
patrols in the park area to try and curb some of this kind of 
activity.  We have also been trying to get out and make con-
tact with more people in the area one on one, and have been 
inquiring more with those people about burglary activity.  I 
believe that awareness to the problem is helping curb some 
of the activity.  I have also seen a slight increase in calls for 
service involving neighbors calling in on suspicious activity 
and persons in the area.  I am optimistic that if we all con-
tinue to work together and do our part to help prevent this 
kind of activity we can continue to see a decrease in these 
kinds of calls.  Keep up the good work and please call the 
police when you see suspicious activity.  Police Emergency 
dial 911, Police Non-Emergency # 788-8311. 

Moving Forward in 2011 

NAME________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS_________________________ CITY____________________________ ZIP________ 
 

NEW_____ RENEWAL______ PHONE_____________ DATE_________________ 
 

       SIGNED______________________________________________ 
 

       E-MAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________ 
 
Send to:  Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association, Inc. 
   821 N 5th St. 
   Springfield, IL  62702      For more information, call 522-9381 

I want to be a part of the revitalization of Enos Park Neighborhood.  Here is my donation of $25 for 2011 
Membership, which entitles me to a copy of the Bylaws and voting privileges at the monthly meetings. 

Paint Brush Award 
Nomination 

  Each month it is possible to nominate a home for the Paint Brush Award.  Then in January, the Board se-lects the   property among monthly nominees for the Golden Paint Brush Award.  Nominations are always welcome.  Please be on the lookout for outstanding homes in your area.  

In the Neighborhood 
By Officer Ryan Irwin 

930 North 6th Street 

Report Nuisance Issues  
Call 787-ENOS 
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Congratulations and Thank you to the 995 Ward 5 citizens 
who voted in the Mayoral Primary February 22nd.  You are 
part of the ruling elite!  There are 6,524 registered voters in 
Ward 5, so turnout was 15%.  Citywide turnout was 
23%. Although we didn't have to declare a party to vote in 
last month's primary, many folks didn't realize this.  Voter 
turnout would have been higher if the State Legislature man-
dated that all our primaries be open, as voters by 80%
+ margins declared they want in referendums I initiated all 
across our State in 2006.  
 

If every Ward 5 citizen who voted February 22nd brings a 
friend to the polls for the April 5th final election, we'll dou-
ble our turnout and have a better chance of electing a Mayor 
sensitive to the needs of our older neighborhoods.   
 

The deadline to register to vote is Tuesday, March 8th.  I am 
a deputy registrar and can register you at the Enos Park 
meeting that evening, or contact me (see below) to arrange 
another time, or call the Election Office: 753-VOTE 
(8683).  After March 8th, you can still register at the Elec-
tion Office in the County Building and vote at the same time 
up till March 29th.  You can vote early at the Election Office 
from March 11th to April 4th. If you can't get out of the 
house, you have till March 31st to submit an absentee ballot 
appl icat ion,  which you can download at 
www.sangamoncountyclerk.com, or call the Election Of-
fice.  A ballot will then be mailed to you.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Like you, I was shocked when Mayor Edwards first pro-
posed a budget with a $10 million deficit.  He later produced 
a revised budget with a $1.5 million surplus.  Great I thought 
until I discovered it stood on the backs of 8 laid off workers 
in the Police & Fire Departments and the Convention and 
Visitors Bureau (CVB).  The budget also eliminated about 
60 vacant positions.   
 

Many in the press reported the 8 were being laid off to close 
the $10 million budget gap, when this clearly was not 
so.  Without the layoffs, we would still have a surplus, only 
it would be $1 million, instead of $1.5 million.    All the 
employees  targeted were low paid front line work-
ers.  Highly paid managers were untouched.   
 

I am not against layoffs if they are needed to balance the 
budget, or for employees who do not perform a useful func-
tion for city taxpayers.  But Edwards told the Council 
that the employees he targeted performed useful functions 
for the City.   
 

In fact, the Police Department employees are traffic war-
dens, who generate revenue by writing parking tickets from 
$25 to $250.  The function of the CVB is to increase tourists 

and conventions, mainstays of our economy.  It is penny 
wise and pound foolish to lay off employees who produce 
revenues and generate  tourists and conventions.   
 

So, at our Special Budget Council meeting February 22nd, I 
offered Amendments to restore funding for the targeted em-
ployees.  Both Amendments passed on 6-4 votes, averting 
the layoffs.  
 

In 2009 we faced another layoff crisis.  Then it was police 
officers who Mayor Tim Davlin targeted.  Edwards, then an 
Alderman,  proposed diverting $1,130,000 from the infra-
structure fund to avert the layoffs.  That fund was generated 
by the 2% increase in the hotel/motel tax to make badly 
needed improvements to our streets, sidewalks and other 
infrastructure.  I was sensitive to the need for public safety, 
but concerned that we not diminish the funds we had built 
up for infrastructure.  So, I offered an Amendment in 2009 
that the $1,130,000 be paid back to the infrastructure fund, 
and it passed.   
 

At our special budget meeting last month, Edwards proposed 
that we reduce the amount to be paid back to the infrastruc-
ture fund by $249,753, from $1,130,000 to $880,247 to get a 
bigger surplus in the City's corporate fund.  I, along with 
three other Alderman, voted No, but Edwards prevailed, 
meaning the city is now reneging, to the tune of almost $.25 
million, on its commitment that the increase in the hotel/
motel tax go for infrastructure. 

 

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 
samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or  

915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

Visit us on the web 

www.EPNIA.com 

http://www.sangamoncountyclerk.com/�
http://us.mc431.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=samcahnman@yahoo.com�
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Last month, two weeks after a snowstorm that broke a 50-
year record, we had record high temperatures. 68 degrees in 
February. How odd! I’m wondering if this year’s weather will 
be as out-of-synch as last year’s. We’ll see. 
 

March will bring blooms of witch hazel, early daffodils and 
tulips, hyacinths, crocus and fruit trees. Spring is the gar-
dener’s busiest season. There is much to do. Here are some 
ideas: 
 

HOUSEPLANTS - wait until mid or late May to bring them 
outdoors. They sustain cold damage if night temperatures are 
below 50 degrees. 
 

CLEANUP - all you can, when you can; the lawn, gardens, 
garage, patio furniture, garden tools, etc. Have the lawn-
mower serviced and ready to go. 
 

PLANT - trees, shrubs and perennials as soon as they become 
available and the ground is ready to work. Grass seed is best 
sown between March 15th and April 15th for the best chance 
of long term success. Perennials that bloom in early spring 
can be moved or divided after bloom. Plant these seeds 4-6 
weeks before the last frost date (usually April 25th through 
May 5th) — kale, kohlrabi, leaf lettuce, greens, onions, peas, 
spinach and turnips. These transplants can be planted this 
month: asparagus, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, horse-
radish, onion sets, Irish potatoes and rhubarb. 
 

ROSES - should not be uncovered, watered or pruned until 
April. They should not be fed until May. 
 

FEED - perennial beds with 10-10-10. Vegetables prefer 10-
15-10. Do not feed ornamental grasses or Hostas at all. 
 

LAWNS - may be fed now if you water and feed on a regular 
schedule; otherwise wait until May. 
 

WEED - any time you can. 
 

DIG - as soon as the soil is ready. It should never be worked 
when it’s too wet. Healthy soil contains air, which roots must 

have. Working wet soil drives the air out. If more than a 
small amount of soil clings to your garden fork or spade, it’s 
too wet to work. Wait until it dries out some. 
 

COMPOST - if your compost is ready it can be worked into 
planting beds or used as a mulch or top dressing. Start a new 
compost pile with the refuse from your spring cleanup. 
 

MULCH - flower and vegetable beds, trees and shrubs to help 
retain water and reduce weeds. 
 

PRUNE - fruit trees early this month before the buds swell. 
Prune grapes and raspberries if you didn’t do it last month. 
Prune spring flowering shrubs for the desired shape after 
bloom. Maintenance pruning of trees and shrubs may be done 
any time of year. Maintenance pruning is the removal of any 
dead, diseased, crossing, damaged or awkward/abnormal 
growth. 
 

WATER - when your plants need it. We usually have plenty 
of rainfall in March, but we have dry spells between rains. If 
perennials or bulbs are drooping it might not be the cold. 
Check them to see if they’re dry. 
 

SEED STARTING - is not as difficult as many think. The 
most important cultural rules are: use sterilized commercial 
seed-starting soil, don’t overwater, use bottom heat (75 or 80 
degrees) for germination and once started, they must be 
grown in a bright, cool place (an unheated spare room at 60 
degrees with plenty of light is best). 
DO what you can, when you can. 
 

ENJOY!  
 

Master Gardeners are available to research and answer any 
horticultural questions you may have. To speak with one, call 
the University of Illinois Extension Service at 782-4617 or 
Fax 524-6662 or online at www.extension.uiuc.edu/
sangamonmenard. 

I n  T h e  G a r d e n  
By Jerry Blackburn 

Jerry Blackburn has been a garden designer for 30 years. 
He designs, installs, maintains and renovates perennial 
beds and borders.  He was employed at Washington Park 
Botanical Gardens for 11 years. 

The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement 
Association, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th 
St. Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday 
of each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, 
call 522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@sbcglobal.net or fax       
522-3060.  The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 
Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  
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Play it Safe at the Playground 
 

As temperatures climb, children will be drawn back outdoors 
to playgrounds at schools and local parks as well as play-
ground equipment in their backyards. The Centers for Dis-
ease Control (CDC) report that emergency departments in 
the United States treat more than 200,000 children yearly for 
playground-related injuries.  
 

These injuries can range from minor – abrasions, lacerations 
and bruises – to severe – fractures, internal injuries, concus-
sions, dislocations, amputation and strangulation. The CDC 
notes that, at public playgrounds, more injuries occur on 
climbers than any other equipment. On home playgrounds, 
swings are responsible for most injuries.   

According to Peggy Knowski, RN, BSN, a nurse at Memo-
rial’s Koke Mill ExpressCare, parental supervision is neces-
sary. Young children, and even a few of our older ones, can't 
always gauge distances properly and aren't capable of fore-
seeing dangerous situations by themselves. Older kids like to 
test their limits on the playground, so it's important for an 
adult to be there to keep them in check. 
 

“Parents should also inspect playground equipment for haz-
ards. These would include trash contamination, rust, dam-
aged rough surfaces and damaged fall surfaces. Make sure 
the equipment is appropriate to your child’s age and maturity 
level.” 
 

Adult supervision can help prevent injuries by making sure 
kids properly use playground equipment and don't engage in 
unsafe behavior around it. If an injury does occur, an adult 
can assist the child and administer any needed first aid right 
away. 
 

Teach children that there’s no pushing or roughhousing on 
playground equipment. Also, remind them that they should 
use equipment appropriately. This means that they slide feet 
first and don’t stand on swings, for example. 
 

Here are a few reminders for parents: 
• Make sure children’s bikes and bags are kept away from 

the playground area so others don’t fall. 
• Playground equipment should never be used if it is wet 

because surfaces become slippery.  
• Remind children that if they jump off equipment, always 

check to make sure no other kids are in the way. When 
they jump, they should land on both feet with knees 
slightly bent. 

• Don’t allow them to wear drawstrings, purses or neck-
laces that could get caught on equipment and accidentally 
strangle a child. 

• Check for hot surface temperatures on equipment in 
sunny weather. 

• Use sunscreen when playing outside even on cloudy days 
so that children don't get sunburned. 

 

Play is an important part of kids' physical, social, intellectual 
and emotional development. Following these safety tips will 
help your kids play as safely as possible. 
 

C o m m u n i t y  
H e a l t h  C o r n e r  
By Memorial Medical Center 

L i v i n g  w i t h  C h a r a c t e r  
By K.J. Knox 

 
 
 
 
 

Coming up with a new story is always a bit difficult for 
me.  Writing what comes to mind may not be worth read-
ing to some and commenting on what is really going on 
infuriates others.  This does not leave much to the imagina-
tion.  I have pretty much covered all the little problems we 
encounter on a daily basis and I have avoided problem 
solving so that I am not party to some of these readers in-
tent on doing it their way.  I can say that I am proud to be 
an independent business working for our community and 
can see that a little of what we do is rubbing off on a few 
others in Enos Park and even though we have a ways to go 
it appears to me we are heading in the right direction.  
What would help is to have others build new homes in a 
period style to enhance the older homes in the neighbor-
hood.  Not like the all white apartment complex that was 
paid for with tax money plundered from the citizens of the 
city to be used to house non taxpayers. 

The author has completed over twenty-three whole 
house renovations in Central Illinois, some of them in 
the Enos Park area, and two projects have made it to 
The National Register of Historic Places earning him 
a place in Register’s Who’s Who in Executives and 
Professionals. 

At Qik-n-EZ we're more than just a  
convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE 
has everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  
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Remember to always report suspicious activity!      
Police Emergency dial 911                      

Police Non-Emergency 788-8311 

St. John’s College, Department of Nursing News 
St. John’s College, Department of Nursing has named the fol-
lowing to positions within the organization: 

 
 
 
 
 

Jane Diers, EdD, RN, CNE has been named 
Associate Professor.   Dr. Diers’ doctoral 
degree is in Curriculum and Instruction.  She 
has taught nursing for over 18 years and was 
among the first group to become a Certified 
Nurse Educator in 2005.  
 
 
 
 

Wendi Campbell, MSN, APN has been 
named Instructor.  Wendi has clinical experi-
ence in the NICU, has worked as an FNP for 
the past eight years in two family practice 
settings, and will also be working part-time at 
Priority Care while she is an instructor at the 
College. 

 
 
 
 

Kelley Obringer, MSN, RN has been named 
Instructor. Kelley comes to the College with 
experience in education and recently served as a 
staff nurse and charge nurse in ICU at Decatur 
Memorial Hospital (DMH.) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mary Brown has been named Financial Aid 
Officer.  Mary previously served as Financial 
Advisor at the University of Illinois-
Springfield, was honored with the ILASFAA 
New Professional Award in 2009, and has ex-
perience counseling students in financial aid, 
processing award offers, and working with the 
federal work study program.  
 
About St. John’s College 
St. John's College offers an upper division Baccalaureate Nurs-
ing Degree Program and Continuing Education Programs to 
serve nurses and allied health professionals in Central and 
Southern Illinois. St. John’s College offers innovative and lead-
ing edge programs designed to prepare individuals to care for 
individuals throughout life in an integrated healthcare system. 
The College offers individual attention for students and clinical 
experiences ranging from wellness to care of the dying. In 
2011, St. John’s College is celebrating 125 years of excellence 
in nursing education. 
 

St. John’s Sleep Center 
Jerry Reedy, MD, medical director of the St. John’s Sleep 
Center, offers information on sleep deprivation to com-
memorate National Sleep Awareness Week (March 7-13). 
 
Dr. Reedy recommends the average adult needs about eight 
hours of sleep each night. “Any chronic health problem can 
prevent sleep including sleep apnea, arthritis, heart failure, 
COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease) or asthma, 
and allergies,” he said. “Besides an increased risk for cardio-
vascular disease, lack of sleep is being recognized as a pub-
lic health problem,” added Dr. Reedy. “The most immediate 
concern is public safety. While total sleep deprivation (not 
sleeping at all for 24 hours or more) is a hazard, even partial 
sleep deprivation is dangerous.” 
 
The National Sleep Foundation reports that approximately 
29% of U.S. adults report sleeping less than seven hours per 
night and 50–70 million Americans have chronic sleep and 
wakefulness disorders. A recent study found that 68 percent 
of American women admit to sleeping less than recom-
mended average of eight hours per night. Overall, 19 percent 
of individuals ages 45-64 admit to losing sleep a few nights 
per week due to stress. 
 
The St. John’s Sleep Center is located in St. John’s Health 
Center on South 6th Street and offers a comfortable setting 
to undergo a sleep study in an inviting environment that is 
similar to an overnight stay in a hotel. Tours of St. John’s 
new Sleep Center, as well as interviews with Dr. Reedy, are 
available upon request. 

Prairie Heart Smart Phone App  
Tracks Cardiac Health 
 
Prairie Heart Institute’s new Smart Phone and Desktop ap-
plication allows people to track blood pressure, cholesterol 
levels, medication lists, and weight and also has medication 
reminders (and e-mail follow-ups if the medicine was not 
taken.) It’s free and can be downloaded at 
www.prairieapp.com.  
 
About Prairie Heart Institute at St. John’s Hospital 
Prairie Heart Institute is a national leader in cardiovascular 
care. PHI at St. John’s Hospital was named one of the na-
tion’s Top 50 hospitals for coronary bypass surgery in 2010. 
St. John’s was one of six hospitals in the state to receive the 
designation, and the only hospital in central Illinois. 

Jane Diers 

Wendi Campbell 

Kelley Obringer 

Mary Brown 

http://www.prairieapp.com/�
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There's no point to pretending to be objective because I am 
not. Countless times my mother told of a man standing in 
front of a group easily snapping a twig. He held up a bundle 
of twigs and showed how together they could not be bro-
ken,  then he administered the oath to uphold the union and 
her fellow members. To her, it was a promise every bit as 
important as her wedding vows. “I swore both before God 
and I will honor them,” she'd say. As for me, I joined AF-
SCME in gratitude for the work they'd done to protect state 
workers from Gov. Blagojevich's attempted abuses. What a 
horror show that was!  
 

But good ol' Blago pales to comedy now compared to the 
current assault on unions that's taking place in Wisconsin as 
I write this. It's shaping up to be a long and nasty battle in 
many other states, too. As you're reading this,  you may 
know what became of the Democratic legislators who fled 
rather than take any part in a vote to strip state workers of 
their collective bargaining rights. You'll know whether unions 
or the corporate monied interests prevailed.  
 

We weren't at China's Tiananmen Square in '89 or Tahrir 
Square in Egypt last month, but Kevin and I were present at 
the capitol square in Madison, WI as 70,000 people gathered 
in February. It wasn't our original plan—we'd gone because 
there was a technical brewing conference with topics Kevin 
finds fascinating, such as sanitizing beer lines and how to 
cask condition ales. It was to be held at a hotel facing the 
capitol and he didn't get the email saying the conference was 
being rescheduled. Instead of being disappointed, he cheer-
fully waded into the crowd, talked to lots of folks and  
quickly made new friends. As I drove around I saw protest-
ers streaming along the streets both toward and away from 
the capitol carrying signs. Many of those supporting unions' 
rights brought along their children, making the whole family 
a part of history.  
 

Saturday there were also some supporters of Governor 
Walker. Kevin guesstimated 1,500 of them “but they had a 
better sound system to broadcast their speeches,” he noted. 
Some tea partiers were bussed in from other states. I was 
disturbed by one young man's placard: “Why should I pay 
for your pension when I don't have one?” Well, you know, 
that's a genuinely good question. The first half of the answer 
is because legal contracts were negotiated in good faith for 
terms and conditions of employment. Imagine you've paid 
$4.00 for your burger, fries, and soda,  then the counter clerk 
says, “Nope, no fries, we've decided that's not cost effective 
but we're keeping all of your $4.00. Have a nice day.” You'd 
be outraged! And well you should be. State workers who 
have been paying into their pensions and accepting a rate of 
pay lower than the private sector (and it IS, when comparing 
apples to apples, in this case, education and seniority levels) 
in trade for a good benefits package and secure employment. 

Did you know that the average state worker makes $45,000 
a year and gets about $19,000 in pension, often with no So-
cial Security because that pension was the retirement plan?  
The other half of the answer to “why should you have it if I 
don't?” is hey, don't drag down the ones who have some-
thing, let them help lift you up so you get it, too!! Wages 
have been tied to what unions bargained for and it's not a 
coincidence that middle class stagnation has occurred as 
private sector unions declined in membership. GET a union 
job as a public employee and earn the wages and benefits! I 
don't know Wisconsin resources the way I do Illinois to 
share them with that particular guy but go to  
http://www.afscme31.org/ and look at the blue box link for 
State Job Listings if you're interested in government em-
ployment. There's a link for the Upward Mobility program 
for current employees and AFSCME scholarships to train 
for union careers. I should mention, though, that Illinois 
ranks 50th, the absolute last place, in the ratio of government 
employees to citizens so if you get on with the state be pre-
pared to cover more than one person's duties.  
 

Looking back in time, the wealthy have had peasants, ser-
vants, serfs, and slaves to do their bidding for thousands of 
years. Unions are new on the scene, only tracing their his-
tory back about three centuries since they began in response 
to the inhumane practices during the Industrial Revolution. 
It is a terrible expense and inconvenience for corporations to 
pay living wages and provide safe, decent working condi-
tions. It cuts into profits, yes it does. That's why so many 
jobs went to Mexico and now to China and India, chasing 
cheap labor and docile, beaten down workforces.  
 

Pastor Martin Niemoller was taken away to a concentration 
camp during WWII. In his speeches in 1946 and beyond, he 
often said, “First they came for the communists, and I didn't 
speak out because I wasn't a communist. Then they came for 
the trade unionists, and I didn't speak out because I wasn't a 
trade unionist. Then they came for the Jews, and I didn't 
speak out because I wasn't a Jew. Then they came for me 
and there was no one left to speak out for me.” After watch-
ing the people in Wisconsin rally for the unions' very exis-
tence, I won't ever take Labor Day for granted. Rights must 
not only be won, but defended time and time again.  
The gains we make in Enos Park also have to be guarded, 
maintained, and improved upon. Big Rail is just as uncon-
cerned about us little people and our community as they try 
to push for the lines on Third Street because it's better for 
their profits. We have to stand up and fight that as well. No-
body else is going to do it for us. The fat cats think that 
those who have the gold make the rules—let's show them 
that they're wrong. 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 

Lola Lucas is author of At Home in the Park:  
Loving a Neighborhood Back to Life about  

Springfield in general and Enos Park in particular. 
Read excerpts and reviews at Amazon.com then buy it 

there or from other booksellers.  

http://www.afscme31.org/�
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Schools and Neighborhoods Working Together! 
 

Wednesday, March 30th, 6:30 P.M. 
Ridgely Elementary School 

2040 North 8th Street 
 
Dr. Milton, Superintendent of Schools, District #186 administrative staff, and Principals 
from McClernand, Enos, and Ridgely Elementary will meet with parents, residents, and 
members of the Enos Park, Lincoln, and Oak Ridge neighborhood associations to review 
programs and projects of mutual interest to enhance the educational environment in the 
neighborhoods.  The public is encouraged to participate. 


