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A Community Works Together 
Many thanks going out to the 
residents of Inner City Mission on 7th 
St for agreeing to help with the work 
needed to keep the Sculpture Garden 
looking gorgeous this year! The 
Sculpture Garden is at North 8th St 
and Enos Ave, across the street from 
MJs Fish and Chicken Express. 

They've already put in several hours 
doing the Spring cleanup, and it 
shows. Due to early warm weather, 
the dwarf lilacs and several colors of 
irises are going to pop any day! 

If you'd like to help at the Sculpture 
Garden, the Fruit Orchard or any of 
the many lots in the Enos Park land 
bank, please contact Tiffany Lapp at 
tiffany.lapp.9@gmail.com or 630-688
-8979.                           -- Tiffany Lapp 

Thomas and Mary 
rake and pick up 
trash. 

Kristy mows at the Sculpture Garden.  
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Spring Flower Pick Up 
If you ordered flowers through our spring 
fundraiser, THANK YOU! 

Flowers are available for pick up: 

When: Monday, May 3 
   11:00am - 1:00pm 
     5:00pm - 8:00pm  

Where: Springfield Art Association 

We will be outside for drive-through pick 
up in the north parking lot, next to the 
new studio building. If the weather is bad, 
please come inside the studio building to 
pick up your flowers. 

If you absolutely cannot pick up during 
these times, please contact me, Carey 
Smith, to make alternate arrangements, 
217-747-8337. 

Again, thank you so much for supporting 
our neighborhood! All proceeds go to 
making our neighborhood a more beautiful 
and vibrant place. 

If the spring weather has you wanting to tidy up your 
home and yard, here are some tips for how to dispose 
of yard waste and unwanted items: 

Branches – The city has expanded the branch pick up 
program to four times a year. For Enos Park, it will be 
the week of May 24, August 23, November 22 and 
February 28. Branches must be set at the curb by 7 a.m. 
that Monday morning. Branches left along the alley 
will NOT get picked up.   

Yard waste 
The city now picks up yard waste year-round, every 
other week, for each area. No stickers are required. 
Yard waste must be in brown yard waste bags or 
clearly marked containers – NO GARBAGE BAGS. 
Yard waste must be set at the curb, bags left along the 
alley will NOT get picked up.  

Large items (unusable) 
Habitat for Humanity has the large item pick up 
contract with the city and residents are entitled to free 
pick up of six items per year.  Call Habitat at 523-2710 
to schedule a pick up. It can often be a week or two 
before your pick up, so it’s best to not put the item out 
until the night before your scheduled pick up, if 
possible. 

Large items (usable) 
Habitat will also pick up furniture, appliances and 
other large household items that can be sold through its 
ReStore. 

Electronics 
BLH computers, 1832 Stevenson Dr., has the 
electronics recycling contract with the city. Residents 
can drop off an unlimited number of electronic items 
and up to three TVs a year at no charge. BLH also 
accepts power tools, phones, printers and Christmas 
lights.  

Continued on page 3 

Spring cleaning: 
What to do with unwanted items 
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Household items 
Do you have puzzles or board games that are missing 
pieces? CDs or filmstrips that nobody uses? Leftover 
material from craft or art projects that you’re just not 
sure what to do with? Don’t toss it in the trash, 
Creative Reuse Marketplace will repurpose your 
unwanted items to not only keep materials out of the 
landfill but provide job training for individuals 
seeking to reenter the workforce. Check out their 
website for more information on acceptable items and 
how to donate: https://creativereusemarketplace.org/
item-donation 

Hazardous waste 
If you have old medications, antifreeze, used motor 
oil, lithium batteries or chemicals and cleaners to 
dispose of, you can dispose of them safely and for free 
at the Household Hazardous Waste Collection this fall 
(date TBD) at the Illinois State Fairgrounds. 

Continued from page 2 

Next Meeting! 
Date: May 11, 2021 
Time:  7:00pm-8:15pm 
Location: Third Presbyterian’s Sanctuary 

Video of the event will be shared online 
afterwards. We ask that you wear masks 
inside the church. Thank you! 

If you’ve been by the sculpture garden lately,  
you may have noticed that something looks a little different. 

It’s not your imagination, the “Take Five” and “Paradigm Shift” sculptures are gone. 

After being on loan for the past 7-8 years, the owner had other plans, and we are now reaching out to area 
sculptors to see if someone has a piece they would be willing to loan or donate to the sculpture garden. 

Also, we are excited that Inner 
City Mission has decided to 
“adopt” the sculpture garden as a 
way for their residents to give 
back to the neighborhood. 

Tiffany Lapp will continue to 
provide oversight for the garden, 
but having volunteers to help 
water, weed and maintain the 
sculpture garden will free up 
some of her time to be able to 
work on other green spaces in 
the neighborhood.  
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New ownership for 711 Enos 
and changes in the sculpture garden 

The Master Plan for Enos Park was completed in 
2010 and Enos Park Development, the real estate 
arm of the neighborhood association, was created 
shortly afterwards. EPD’s first property acquisition 
consisted of several properties that a local bank had 
taken back in foreclosure: the former Susie Q’s 
restaurant at 716 Enos, the two-story brick building 
across the street at 711 Enos and the adjacent 
vacant lot on the corner of Enos and Eighth streets. 

The restaurant was passed on to a new owner who 
operated it under the Susie Qs name for several 
years before selling to Jerome and Margaret 
Taylor, owners of MJs Fish & Chicken. Thanks to 
the efforts of some dedicated neighbors and grants 
from the Springfield Civic Garden Club, the vacant 
land was transformed into a sculpture garden for all 
to enjoy. 

The building at 711 Enos had already been vacant 
for decades and was in danger of demolition. It was 
initially sold to a local artist, but after he failed to 
make progress on renovations and the city began 
pursuing demolition, EPD reacquired the property.  

The building was then completely gutted, and only 
the brick shell is original. Seven trailer truck loads 
of dirt and debris were hauled out of the basement 
before a new concrete floor was poured. The joists 
and supports were replaced, along with a new floor 
on the main level and new stairs. All new 
electrical, plumbing, and HVAC was installed, and 
a sprinkler system was added to meet code, which 
required installing a new water line to the building 
and trenching all the way out to Eighth St. to 
connect it to the water meter. The roof was 
replaced, and the gable removed to restore the 

original roof line. The Community Foundation for the 
Land of Lincoln – Historic Preservation Fund awarded 
EPNIA a $7,500 grant to assist with restoration of the 
exterior of the building. Total renovation costs 
eventually exceeded $200,000.   

In addition, the entrance to the building and parking 
area had to be addressed, as neither met city code. EPD 
worked with Massie Massie & Associates and Public 
Works on streetscape plans, and a new sidewalk and 
entry were created to make the building ADA 
compliant and tie the front area into the adjacent 
sculpture garden. The gravel parking area was replaced 
with permeable brick pavers to make the parking area 
more attractive and help with stormwater runoff. This 
portion of the project was financed with an additional 
$100,000 in TIF money, on top of EPD’s investment in 
the renovation of the building itself.  

After receiving a certificate of occupancy, EPD had 
interest from several businesses who wanted to lease 
the property and a women’s boutique moved in shortly 
before the holiday season. However, the business 
moved out after only a few months and EPD was again 
at a crossroads of whether to sell or keep the building. 
At that point, Inner City Mission expressed interest in 
acquiring the property and using it as a business 
incubator/workforce training program, with the upper 
level to be used as living quarters for the program 
manager.  

EPD felt this would be an asset to the neighborhood, 
and selling the building to ICM seemed more realistic 
than having volunteers continue to maintain it and 
serve as property managers for tenants. An agreement 
was reached, and ICM expects to close on the property 
by the end of May. Stay tuned for updates on things to 
come! 
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Kids Summer Clubs are back! 
Hosted by the Third Presbyterian Church at 1030 N. 
7th, these clubs are FREE and designed for late 
elementary and junior high students. Some clubs may 
be opened to high school youth, depending on 
circumstances. 

Summer clubs will meet one day a week for 
four weeks, with two sessions this summer. 

 Session one is from June 7 through June 30 

 Session two is from July 12 through August 4. 

Kids Summer Clubs Program 
at Third Presbyterian Church 

Bicycle Club 
Meets Monday 10am-12 Noon or 3pm-5pm 

 Learn how to maintain a bike 

 Learn bike safety 

 Learn repair of bikes 

 Take safe rides on bikes 

Cooking Club 
Meets Monday 10am-12 Noon or 3pm-5pm 

 Learn kitchen safety 

 Learn sanitary rules 

 Learn appliances and utensils in a kitchen 
 Learn to make simple and fun foods and beverages 

Tools and Building Club 
Meets Monday 10am-12 Noon or 3pm-5pm 

 Learn the names and parts of various hand tools 

 Learn proper use of hand tools 

 Using wood to design, measure, cut and build one 
of several types of bird houses 

 Learn to paint finished product 

Gardening Club 
Meets Tuesday 10-12 or 3-5 

 Learn names and uses of tools 
 Learn various plants and how to properly plant 

and nurture them 
 Landscape around the church 

Drama Club 
Meets Tuesday 10-12 or 3-5 

 Learn the proper terminology for the stage 

 Learn some basic acting skills 

 Learn about props and backdrops 
 Learn about costuming and makeup 

 Act out plays 
 

Continued on page 6 

Each student may take NO MORE 
THAN 3 classes per session. 

For more information, please call the church 
office at 217-528-0457. 

After May 1, registration is available 
online at Third-Presbyterian.org 

Funding for this program comes in part from: 
SIU School of Medicine in partnership with 

Memorial Medical Center and 
HSHS St. John's Hospital. 
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For a full list of activities in Enos Park, 
check out our social calendar: 

www.epnia.com/events/calendar/ 

May 2021 
S M T W R F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

Sewing Club 
Meets Tuesday 10-12 or 3-5 

 Learn types of materials 

 Learn tools used in sewing 

 Learn hand stitching 

 Learn how to properly use a sewing machine 
 Make Covid masks 

Video and Production Club 
Meets Wednesday 10-12 or 3-5 

 Become familiar with all devices used in audio 
and video production 

 Learn about studio and production setting and 
staging, including lighting 

 Learn about postproduction editing 

 Produce a YouTube video 

Each student may take 
NO MORE THAN 3 classes per session. 

For more information, please call the church office at 
217-528-0457. After May 1, registration is available 
online at Third-Presbyterian.org 

Continued from page 5 

Free Family Fun Night at 
Third Presbyterian Church 

The Kids Art Festival will take place on 

May 7 from 6:30-8:30pm 
Doors open at 6:15pm 

The schedule: 
 6:15-7:15pm Crafts in the Fellowship Hall 

 7:15–7:45pm Snacks and Sidewalk Games in 
the parking lot 

 7:45–8:00pm Create a song in the Sanctuary 
along with learning one simple and fun dance 

 8:00–8:30pm Professional juggler Troy Roark 

Please call Debbie or Pastor John at 
217-528-0457 to make your 

reservation for this  
FREE event! 

There are a limited number of reservations 
available for Elementary and Junior High age 
children. 

At least one parent, grandparent or 
guardian must attend. 

This is NOT a drop-off event! 

This event will take place in accordance with 
CDC guidelines. 

 Temps will be taken and hand sanitizer will be 
offered at the door. 

 Masks must be worn at all times and social 
distancing guidelines observed. 
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Enos Park Neighborhood Garden News 

The garden is such a 
delightful place in 
spring. The place is 
ablaze with flowering 
ground covers, mostly 
dandelions, violets, and 
dead nettle. I've seen 
only a few bees and 
butterflies, but their numbers will increase in time. 

Already, we have produce available in the garden. Our 
perennial friends, rhubarb, walking onions, chives, 
and oregano, are ready for harvest. The garlic is up 
and the potatoes are in the earth, both growing for a 
summer harvest. Our first asparagus bed has been 
installed, which will feed us for decades. Soon we will 
plant the seeds of what we hope to be our summer 
bounty. 

By the time you read this column, weather permitting, 
medical students from SIU School of Medicine will 
have installed 15 raised beds in our private plots area. 
If you are interested in renting a private plot, please 
come during our Gardening Together times to sign up 
for one, or contact me to make arrangements. The 
rental fee of $10 per year (or 2 hours of volunteer 
service in our communal garden should the cost be an 
issue) gets you not only a 4' x 8' raised bed, but also, 
access to tools, seeds, and water, and gardening advice 
upon request. We also occasionally have surplus 
seedlings and often have mulch. 

Our gardening season officially begins on May 1, 
with our Gardening Together times set for 9:30am-
11:30am on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. 
In our communal garden, we share in the work and 
share in the harvest. It's a great opportunity to get 
fresh air and light exercise, as well as visit with 
friends and neighbors, all of which is wonderful for 
mental health. It's our pleasure to provide fresh 
organic produce for ourselves as well as our neighbors 
and community members who utilize Kumler's food 
pantry. 

If you have any questions about the garden, please do 
contact me, Carey Smith, at wellforth@gmail.com or 
call/text 217-747-8337. 

— Carey Smith 
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City Announcements 
COVID-19 VACCINATIONS 

Covid vaccines are available to anyone 16+. For all 
the latest information on when and where you may 
access vaccinations, please see SCDPH.org 

BRANCH PICK-UP 
The City’s branch collection program has been 
expanded from a spring and fall pick-up to four pick-
ups per year. Our neighborhood is in the Northeast 
Quadrant, which will be picked up the weeks of May 
24, August 23, November 22, February 28 

Resident Instructions 

The City of Springfield will pick up branch piles from 
residents: 

 No larger than 3 feet in height, 4 feet in depth, and 
10 feet in length;  

 Piles larger than a small pick-up load will not be 
picked up by the city;  

 The program is for branches only, no firewood or 
precut logs will be accepted; 

 Branches/limbs trimmed by a commercial 
contractor will NOT be picked up; 

 Branches must be placed on the curb not 
obstructing the street or sidewalk; 

 Branches must be placed curbside by 7:00 a.m. on 
Monday of the area’s pick-up week; 

 Small branches may be broken up and put into 
yard waste bags; and 

 Branches are NOT allowed on center boulevards. 

RESIDENTIAL BRANCH DROP OFF 
NOW AVAILABLE 

Residents may drop off branches to Evans Recycling 
with proof of residency now until the end of March, 
2022. This service is not for commercial contractors 
but for city residents only. Evans Recycling is located 
at 2100 J. David Jones Parkway and is open Monday-
Friday, 7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. and Saturday, 7:00 a.m. 
– 12-noon. Contact number is 217.391.0886. 

CWLP RESIDENTIAL 
CUSTOMER HELP 

Residents who need assistance with their CWLP bill 
are reminded to contact the utility’s Project RELIEF 
program. Under the expanded program, customers 
who received Project RELIEF assistance last year, 
whom normally would be excluded, would be eligible 
to again apply this year. The first step in applying for 
assistance is to call 217.789.2414. Qualified 
applicants must have also gone through this year’s 
LIHEAP application (www.helpillinoisfamilies.com 
or call 217.535.3120) to be eligible for Project 
RELIEF. Customers meeting the pre-eligibility 
requirements will be scheduled for a meeting with 
Fifth Street Renaissance, the program’s administrator. 
The program will close when all funding is exhausted 
or by May 31st. 

To further support customers in financial hardship, 
CWLP Customer Service is offering flexible payment 
plans or deferred arrangements. Call 217.789.2030 or 
email cwlp.customer@cwlp.com. Be sure to include 
your name, street address, and phone number in your 
correspondence. 

Continued on page 9 
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City Announcements, continued… 
 

FREE MULCH! 
Did you know Evans Recycling offers free mulch? 
They have an abundance of mulch available from the 
branches they have been recycling and it is available 
to you. Whether you need it for your home or another 
project you are working on, make sure to stop by 
Evans to get your free mulch! Evans is located at 2100 
J. David Jones Parkway and is open Monday-Friday, 
7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. and Saturday, 7:00 a.m. – 12-
noon. Contact number is 217.391.0886. 

SEED LIBRARY 
AT LINCOLN LIBRARY 

Lincoln Library is more than books! Besides the 
variety of streaming services, online offerings, 
programs, and in-person collections - they also have 
seeds! The Seed Library allows patrons to come and 
get seeds to plant OR you may share your spares! 
They have a variety of seeds including flowers, 
vegetables and herbs! The hope is that after you plant 
and harvest your garden, you bring seeds back to 
replenish the library 

WALK, HIKE, & BIKE HISTORY TOURS 
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources' FREE 
“Walk, Hike and Bike History” tours will continue 
through mid-November 2021. Tours will be guided by 
history education interpreters from the IDNR Office 
of Land Management, with each tour ranging in 
duration from one to two hours. Reservations are 
required, and can be made through the IDNR website 
(https://www2.illinois.gov/dnrhistoric/Experience/
Promotions/Pages/Walk-Hike-Bike-and-History.aspx) 
along with a complete list of tour options. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(Continued from page 8) 

Continued on page 10 
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2021 Enos Park Neighborhood 
Improvement Association 

Board Members 
Caleb Payne, President ........ 309-270-8240, info@epnia.com 
Fletcher “Bud” Farrar, Vice President ............. 217-523-2801 
Jason Vincent, Treasurer .................................. 217-801-0244 
Shannan Karrick, Director ............................... 309-696-8938 
Ryan Mobley, Director .................................... 217-801-8225 
Donna Smylie, Director ................................... 217-816-4128 
Marcus Stewart, Director ................................. 217-816-4928 
Dave Steward, Director .................................... 217-622-6591 
Associate Positions (non-voting) 
Betsy Dollar, SAA ........................................... 217-523-2631 
Alex Worix, SIU ....................................................................  
Michelle Ownbey ............................................. 217-553-4629 

2021 Enos Park Development 
Board Members 
Kirk Jefferis ..................................................... 217-971-2258 
Linda Maier ...................................................... 217-971-9138 
Michelle Ownbey ................ 217-553-4629, info@epnia.com 
Larry Quenette ................................................. 217-414-7227 

City Announcements, continued… 

NEW! 
FILE A POLICE REPORT ONLINE 

Springfield Police have announced a new online 
system for the public to file a police report with the 
department for low-level crimes. The online police 
report system is available on the Springfield Police’s 
website at www.springfield.il.us/policereport. 

Residents and visitors can file an online police report 
that has occurred in the corporate limits of Springfield 
including: 

 Child visitation interference, 

 Harassment by telephone, 

 Identity theft, 
 Lost or mislaid property (with the exception of 

lost/stolen license plates or firearms), 
 Vandalism (criminal defacement), 

 Vehicle burglary with no suspect or evidence, and 
 Vehicle tampering (criminal damage to vehicle). 

 

 

 

 
 
An employee of the Springfield Police Department 
will review and approve the online submission 
report. In the event additional information is 
necessary, the person who filed the report will be 
notified via email. A link will also be sent via email 
in order for the individual to retrieve a copy of the 
approved report. 

This new online system is accessible 24-hours a day, 7 
days a week, allowing flexibility for individuals to 
report crime at a time that is convenient for them. It 
also allows officers to focus on the immediate needs 
of the community, remaining available to respond to 
urgent calls and spending their time investigating 
crimes with suspect information or patrolling to deter 
criminal activity altogether. 

This new system should NOT be used for in-progress 
incidents, serious crimes, or minor crimes where there 
is suspect information that could lead to an arrest. In 
those situations, the public should call 911. As a 
reminder, filing a false police report is a crime. 

 
 

(Continued from page 9) 
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With Mother’s Day, graduation and Memorial Day, 
May seems to hold so much significance for so many 
of us. It’s a time to remember, celebrate and look 
ahead.   

I’m lucky. In May, I not only get to honor my Mom 
on Mother’s Day, but I also get to celebrate her 
birthday. This year, she’ll be 94 years young.  

My Mom is one of those people others like to be 
around. She’s smart, determined, kind, funny and hard
-working. And talk about a life well-lived! 

Born in Japan, my Mom didn’t fit well into a 
traditional Japanese family. She had a knack for 
asking “why?” rather than just doing what she was 
told. She refused her father’s arranged marriage for 
her; got a college degree; lived and worked in her 
great aunt’s mission home after World War II; became 
a Christian; married an American GI who visited the 
home to take orphans on outings; moved to the United 
States and became a preacher’s wife. Along the way, 
her family disowned her (reconciling once my brother, 
the first grandchild, was born), she faced post-war 
racism in the U.S., and was met with less than open 
arms by most of my Dad’s family.  

None of this seemed to deter my Mom. She ended up 
my grandfather’s favorite daughter-in-law; my 40-plus 
cousins adore her; and my nieces have created the 
Fans of Fumiko club, which includes all their teenage 
friends. When my father died at 55 years old, my 
Mom put her skills as a professional seamstress—
learned at the mission so she could support herself—
to work to make sure my youngest sister could finish 
college. There’s no doubt she was hurting, but there 
were things to be done and she had to keep going.  

My life has been much different than my mother’s, 
easier in so many ways, but without her I wouldn’t be 
who I am. She taught me to persevere; to always do 
my best; to be true to myself; and to let God live 
through me—just as she has always done.     

Whether you have fond memories of your own mother 
or someone in your life who has been that mother 
figure to you, I hope you find time this month to let 
that person know how special they are. If they’re not 
here anymore, do something in their memory. To all 
who fill those mother roles, thank you. Happy 
Mother’s Day!  

— Sharon Brown, 
Kumler Outreach Ministries 

217-523-2269 / kumlerumc@hotmail.com 
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