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We’re Back! 
Hello neighbors and friends,  

We are pleased to announce that we 

WILL be having a neighborhood 

meeting in the month of March, and 

you should definitely join us! We will 

be gathering in the 3rd Pres sanctuary, 

where there is plenty of space for 

social distancing. Come and hear 

about… 

• Updates and changes happening in 

our neighborhood 

• A special presentation on vaccine 

availability 

• Updates from NPO, YMCA, 

NCCL & others 

• A calendar of 2021 events 

• And of course—the chance to say 

hi to neighbors ☺ 

This event is open to every single 

person who wants to come! 

We are excited and can’t wait to see 

all who make it.  

Blessings,  

Caleb Payne 

EPNIA President 

Details 

Date: March 9, 2021 

Time:  7:00pm-8:15pm 

Location: Third Presbyterian 

 Church’s Sanctuary 

Video of the event will be 

shared online afterwards 

We ask that you wear masks 

inside the church. 

Thank you! 

For a full list of activities 

in Enos Park, check out our 

social calendar at: 

www.epnia.com/ 

events/calendar/ 

March 2021 
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2021 Enos Park Neighborhood 
Improvement Association 

Board Members 
Caleb Payne, President ........ 309-270-8240, info@epnia.com 
Fletcher “Bud” Farrar, Vice President ............. 217-523-2801 
Jason Vincent, Treasurer .................................. 217-801-0244 
Shannan Karrick, Director ............................... 309-696-8938 
Ryan Mobley, Director .................................... 217-801-8225 
Donna Smylie, Director ................................... 217-816-4128 
Marcus Stewart, Director ................................. 217-816-4928 
Dave Steward, Director .................................... 217-622-6591 

Associate Positions (non-voting) 
Betsy Dollar, SAA ........................................... 217-523-2631 
Alex Worix, SIU ....................................................................  
Michelle Ownbey ............................................. 217-553-4629 

2021 Enos Park Development 

Board Members 
Kirk Jefferis ..................................................... 217-971-2258 
Linda Maier ...................................................... 217-971-9138 
Michelle Ownbey ................ 217-553-4629, info@epnia.com 
Larry Quenette ................................................. 217-414-7227 

On Vacant Lots in the Enos Park Neighborhood 

Over the past 10 years, Enos Park Development 

(EPD) has accumulated around 75 vacant lots 

throughout the neighborhood. Some were already 

vacant at the time they were purchased from tax sales 

or owners who no longer had a use for the properties, 

others had structures that we worked with the city to 

demolish. The vast majority are zoned for residential 

use, although there are a number of vacant lots on 

Ninth Street that would be appropriate for mixed use 

or commercial development. 

We’ve had a number of requests over the years from 

neighbors who wanted to acquire the lot adjacent to 

their house in order to increase the size of their yard. 

However, our master plan calls for infill new 

construction, and we feel it would be shortsighted to 

not hold onto our lots for that purpose, although in the 

short-term it means that we have to mow and maintain 

the properties, in addition to paying property taxes and 

insurance. 

If you drive through any urban neighborhood, 

including ours, it is easy to spot the “missing teeth” 

where houses have been lost over the years. Over 

time, it changes the fabric of the neighborhood and 

erodes the property tax base. Allowing lots to stay 

vacant permanently does nothing to address these 

issues. On the other hand, infill new construction – if 

done in a way that takes into account the existing 

structures – fills in the gaps, raises the appraisal 

values for the area and increases the property tax base, 

which in turn generates additional increment for 

reinvestment through the TIF district. It also provides 

a way to attract new residents who may like the 

character of the neighborhood but want the 

convenience of new construction and/or a modern 

floor plan. 

There are many obstacles to new construction in older 

neighborhoods, but EPD continues to have 

conversations with local builders and developers 

about how we can help make projects feasible for 

them. With our proximity to major medical facilities, 

the addition of a new YMCA and a lack of inventory 

in the current real estate market, the stars seem to be 

aligning toward new construction. 

In the meantime, we appreciate any volunteers who 

want to help with mowing or maintaining the 

numerous vacant lots throughout the neighborhood, 

and we hope that at some point it will provide a means 

for us to welcome new neighbors. 

— Michelle Ownbey 

Manager, Enos Park Development 

mailto:info@epnia.com
mailto:info@epnia.com
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This month's column focuses on three former mansions of the jewel of Springfield that have been torn down 

and not replaced. Most of the abundant vacant lots in our neighborhood were once the site of homes, many of 

which became decrepit from neglect, often by unconcerned landlords. These lots have been purchased over the 

years by private owners, the hospitals, and the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association. 

The following information was provided by and used with permission from Floyd Mansberger of Fever River 

Research and Curtis Mann of the Sangamon Valley Collection, as well as independent research from public 

records. 

— Carey Smith 

Architecture and History of the Jewel of Springfield 

The Donelan-Hughes House at 603 North 5th Street 

This home was probably built for Charles J. Peterson, sometime in 1868. Peterson lived there until his death in 

1893 and his family continued to live there until 1906.  

The Donelan family then moved in 

after that and lived there until at 

least the 1940s. Bridget Donelan's 

daughter was married to a man 

named Hughes and that is how the 

house became known as the 

Donelan-Hughes house. The house 

was later converted into apartments 

and torn down sometime in 2003-

2004. The site is now owned by 

HSHS St. John's Hospital and is 

part of the landscaped grounds of 

Prairie Diagnostic Center. 603 North 5th Street in 1870. 

The Residence at 729 North 6th 

This home was probably built in 1900 by J. McCann Davis, a Springfield newspaper publisher. He and his 

family lived there until 1905 when the house was sold to William A. Northcott, a U.S. District Attorney. This 

house was later converted into apartments and was torn down around 2000. The lot is currently privately owned 

and is a grassy lot. 

729 North 6th Street in 1907 729 North 6th Street in 1967 729 North 6th Street in 1997 

603 North 5th Street in 1997. 
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The Stately Cullom Residence at 611 North Sixth Street 

A famous mansion of the North 

Side was located on the northwest 

corner of Sixth and Carpenter. It 

was the home of Shelby M. 

Cullom, twice inaugurated 

Governor and later serving five 

terms as U.S. Senator from Illinois. 

The property occupied the south 

half of that block in John Taylor's 

North Addition. Prior owners of the 

unbuilt property were James 

Shields and General John A. 

McClernand. The latter sold it to Mr. Cullom, then a prominent young lawyer here, in 1865. 

The house was erected about the year 1870 and from that time on down to 1895 when it was sold to the late 

Samuel P. Wheeler, it was a great center of hospitality and entertaining. It is said that with the exception of the 

stone work on the porch, the residence as shown in the oldest photo presented its original appearance. 

The Wheelers occupied the residence until 1903 when it was sold to Thomas D. Hogan, who extended the porch 

and made other alterations. In 1936, the property passed into the control of the First National Bank as title-

holder. It was converted into the Capitol Home for Aged Persons, later becoming Ramshaw Nursing Home, and 

then demolished in 1973. 

In April 1974, Capitol Illini Veterinary Hospital opened a newly built practice on the site, operating until 1985. 

The building was then used by two businesses, the United Imaging Center and Springfield Radiologists. The 

Sangamon County Medical Society has housed there for many years as well. The building was still in use up to 

the time of its demolition in 2011. The location is now a grassy lot owned by HSHS St. John's Hospital. 

611 North 6th Street in 1972, 

BEFORE it was demolished… 

611 North 6th Street 

when it was first built. 

611 North 6th Street 

in 1967. 

...and 611 North 6th Street in 1973, 

AFTER it was demolished. 

After 611 was demolished...again. When 611 was Capitol Illini Veterinary Hospital. 
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Turning the idea of growth on its head 

The steady westward expansion of Springfield is often 

cited as the healthy, inevitable result of growth and 

progress. But a book being read widely across our fair 

city today posits that there is another way to think 

about these changes, however, that isn’t quite as 

comforting. 

Using his insider’s view on government decision-

making mixed with a fair bit of historical analysis of 

the growth of cities over thousands of years, Charles 

L. Marohn, Jr. sends out not only a warning, but a call 

to action, in his book Strong Towns: A Bottom-Up 

Revolution to Rebuild American Prosperity. Any 

fiscal conservative, pragmatic thinker or simply 

anyone who cares about Springfield’s future, should 

be interested in this eye-opening book. 

Marohn explains why cities of all kinds are struggling 

financially and how each of us can work to change 

things for the better, one block at a time. He speaks 

from what he knows. “I have witnessed countless 

local governments make up for cash-flow shortfalls 

with debt. As a professional engineer, without fully 

understanding what I was suggesting, I recommended 

many such tradeoffs,” he writes. 

Somewhere along the way, Marohn had his own 

conversion on the road to Damascus. His argument in 

Strong Towns is that preserving older neighborhoods 

is not just a sentimental exercise. Relying heavily on 

data and analysis of hundreds of cities’ finances, 

Marohn lays out the evidence that the inherent wealth 

baked into older neighborhoods makes them, even 

today, more ‘financially productive’ than shinier, 

newer neighborhoods. 

Intrigued? Does this sound familiar to you when you 

look around Springfield? Marohn writes, “The core 

neighborhoods – those neighborhoods that are very 

poor and blighted but also very profitable over the 

long term – have suffered from decades of decline and 

neglect… They have generated plenty of cash to pay 

for their basic maintenance, but it has been 

squandered in other places, largely subsidizing new 

growth out on the edge.” 

Highest-value-per-acre neighborhoods may not be 

profitable at the moment, “but they have the best 

chance of becoming so, better than any other 

neighborhood in town,” he continues. When Marohn’s 

data partners, Urban3, studied Peoria back in 2016, 

they found that Peoria’s downtown value-per-acre was 

five times that of the rest of the city and 44 times that 

of land in the county. Yet the team still pointed to 

ways that downtown could increase its value by 

making higher-value decisions for its waterfront area, 

for example. 

Marohn lays out a number of ways for a reader from 

Springfield to look at our city through this financial 

productivity lens. His emphasis on incremental 

development, or targeted, small improvements that 

can be analyzed, assessed and then built upon makes it 

an accessible read for anyone from a private citizen to 

elected official. 
Continued on page 6 

Five Ways to be a Good Neighbor 

1. If your neighbor's mail is delivered by mistake, deliver it to them or to their mailbox. 

2. Introduce yourself to new neighbors as soon as you can. 

3. Don't litter. Throwing your garbage anywhere except a trash can means someone else is 

going to have to pick it up. You are responsible for the trash you generate. 

4. Do not block driveways, either by parking in someone else's driveway, or parking on the 

street past the curb cuts into someone's driveway access. Ensure your guests do not 

either. Anyone can park on the street, as long is does not interfere with driveway use. 

5. Try being outside more. Take walks or spend quality time outside to see and greet your 

neighbors more often, and make your neighborhood feel more like a community. 
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Ladder Up provides free income tax preparation 

and electronic filing for families with annual 

incomes up to $57,000 and individuals with annual 

incomes up to $30,000. 

IRS-certified volunteer tax preparers assist in filing 

federal and state income tax returns for tax year 2020, 

and in some cases, for prior years. Most sites will be 

open through April 15, 2021. (Subject to eligibility 

requirements - see www.goladderup.org/TAP for 

more information.) 

This year, Ladder Up is going virtual. All sites will 

offer, by appointment only, drop-off service. Bring 

your required documents to your appointment and an 

intake coordinator will work with you to complete all 

necessary forms as well as scan in your documents. 

Tax preparation will be completed virtually and a 

follow up appointment or virtual meeting will be 

scheduled to review your completed return at a later 

date. If you want more information about our 

programs or have a question about your tax return, 

please call our hotline at 312-409-1555. 

 

To schedule an appointment, please call 312-588-6900 

Monday–Friday 9am – 5pm & Saturday 9am – 2pm. 

Springfield – Salvation Army 

1600 E. Clear Lake Ave. 

Springfield, IL 62703 

Wednesdays  5pm - 8pm  &  Saturdays  9am - noon 

What to Bring: 

• Original Social Security Card or ITIN for 

everyone that appears on your return. 

• Photo I.D. 

• All 2020 tax documents (W-2, 1099 forms, etc.). 

• Checking and savings account and routing 

numbers. 

• Verification of health insurance if purchased 

through the Marketplace (Form 1095-A). 

• Copy of your second or final property tax bill paid 

in 2020, if applicable. 

• Records of education-related expenses. 

• Copy of your 2019 return (if available). 

Free Tax Help — Ladder Up 

That approach is what attracted Ivy Molen to want to 

share the book with friends. Ivy and her husband, Seth, 

owners of Brick City Apartments, rehabilitate one 

building at a time in the older neighborhoods of 

Springfield. The Molens, along with Josh and Emily 

Sabo, approached Downtown Springfield Inc. with an 

offer to facilitate a Strong Towns book club. Around 

15 people participated in the six-week book club in fall 

2020. The book resonated with participants so much 

that they recently created a local Facebook group 

called Strong Springfield to invite many others to read 

the book. 

“The idea of being good stewards of the city we have 

inherited spoke to me,” said Ivy Molen. “It’s important 

that we take care of our existing infrastructure, 

buildings and houses that hold so much history. As the 

book explains, doing so is more financially and 

environmentally responsible than scrapping it and 

building new elsewhere.” 

Is it possible that older neighborhoods like downtown 

Springfield, Enos Park, Pioneer Park or Pillsbury Mills 

should be looked at in a whole new light? As Marohn 

writes in Strong Towns, “It’s a more plausible 

narrative, one worth pausing to consider.” 

— Lisa Clemmons Stott 

Reprinted with permission: 

https://springfieldbusinessjournal.com/2021/01/turning

-the-idea-of-growth-on-its-head/ 

Lisa Clemmons Stott is currently the executive director 

of Downtown Springfield Inc. She reads many books on 

downtown revitalization, but this one rises to the top of 

the heap for summing up the economic implications 

should Springfield not prioritize the conditions in its 

older neighborhoods. 

Continued from page 5 

https://springfieldbusinessjournal.com/2021/01/turning-the-idea-of-growth-on-its-head/
https://springfieldbusinessjournal.com/2021/01/turning-the-idea-of-growth-on-its-head/
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City Announcements 

SMTD FARES RESUMING MARCH 15 
The Sangamon Mass Transit District (SMTD) 

announced that their fares will resume on March 15, 

which is $1.25. Discounts are available for seniors, 

people with disabilities, and children. 

VACCINE SITE LOCATOR 
The State of Illinois has an online mapping system to 

help residents find vaccination sites near them. Please 

remember that all vaccinations are by appointment 

only and currently vaccinations are available to 

individuals who fall within the 1a and 1b category. 

Currently, Springfield vaccination sites include 

Walgreens on Monroe and Clear Lake, HyVee 

Pharmacy on MacArthur and the Sangamon County 

Department of Public Health. 

coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/vaccination-location 

LANDLORD-TENANT QUESTIONS? 
The City's Office of Community Relations oversees 

the City's Fair Housing Ordinance, which includes 

receiving and investigating complaints of potential 

unfair treatment between the tenant and the landlord. 

Issues may include neglect to the property, home or 

apartment repairs not being resolved, or 

discrimination. Call 217-789-2270 or stop by the 

office located at 1450 Groth Street for assistance. 

HELP KEEP OUR SEWERS CLEAR 
Reminder: only toilet paper and human waste are 

safe to flush down toilets. Wipes, paper towels, baby 

wipes, napkins, tissue and other non-toilet paper 

products do NOT disintegrate quickly in water like 

toilet paper. This includes products that are labeled 

‘disposable’. These items can clog the city’s 

sanitary sewer system. This can lead to sewer 

backups into the homes of residents or neighbors as 

clogs form down the line and become very costly to 

repair. 

WANT ANNOUNCEMENTS SENT TO YOU? 

Sent once per week. Sign up by contacting: 

communicationsdirector@springfield.il.us 

REMINDER FROM MEMORIAL 
For those scheduled for a COVID-19 vaccination, 

Memorial Medical Center is reminding individuals 

NOT to take Tylenol (acetaminophen) or ibrupofen 

before going to the vaccination appointment. 

BIG READ STARTS MARCH 1 
The National Endowment for the Arts Big Read starts 

March 1! Big Read is a county-wide celebration 

featuring nature exploration, science activities, 

performances, lectures, book discussion and more 

hosted by 54 organizations. The program takes place 

March 1 – April 30 and will feature one book, 75 

events, based on “Lab Girl” by Hope Jahren. To learn 

more, see springfield.il.us/Departments/PublicWorks/

Divisions/Documents/TheBigReadPamphlet.pdf 

NEW AREA CODE COMING SOON! 
Our (217) area code will soon have a new area code as 

well (447). Last year the Illinois Commerce 

Commission announced it will be adding 447 to the 

dialing code for central Illinois. On February 27, 

2021, local calls will require using an area code + 

phone number to connect. This means if you are 

calling anyone locally, you will need to dial 217 + the 

phone number in order to connect. 

https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/vaccination-location
mailto:communicationsdirector@springfield.il.us
https://www.springfield.il.us/Departments/PublicWorks/Divisions/Documents/TheBigReadPamphlet.pdf
https://www.springfield.il.us/Departments/PublicWorks/Divisions/Documents/TheBigReadPamphlet.pdf
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SIU Access to Care Initiative: 
Community Health Worker in Enos Park Neighborhood 

The Access to Care Initiative is a collaboration 

between SIU School of Medicine, HSHS St. Johns 

Hospital, and Memorial Medical Center to embed a 

community health worker in both the Enos Park and 

Pillsbury Neighborhoods. The program is currently 

operating in its third year. 

A community health worker can break down the 

barriers that sometimes arise when attempting to 

access health care. A worker can provide rides to 

appointments, can operate as a go between or 

translator of medical jargon to help someone 

understand what their doctor is asking or advising, or 

can help mediate insurance and other paperwork 

issues. 

Matt Yarnell, director of the Office of Community 

Care with SIU School of Medicine which facilitates 

the program, states that community health workers 

“connect individuals and families to resources in the 

community.” In addition to health care, these 

resources also may include food banks and other 

organizations that donate goods for families, including 

clothing, beds, or furniture. The community health 

worker is “really being the person who has that 

community level knowledge of resources and where to 

find them,” taking a holistic approach to meeting 

needs. 

As to the success of the program, Yarnell points to the 

NOVA Award the program received in 2018, one of 

five recipients of this national designation by the 

American Hospital Association. “The program is a 

major success,” states Yarnell, when studied through 

both qualitative and quantitative means. “We look at 

data and statistics from residents, crime, employment, 

emergency department statistics, as well as narratives 

the community workers tell about the work they've 

done.” 

Yarnell says as a native of Springfield with deep roots 

in the community, he has a personal interest “in 

making sure Springfield is the best version of itself 

that it can be.” This carries over to his position with 

SIU, and working on behalf of its community 

partners. 

“On a call yesterday,” states Yarnell, “someone said 

we have so many great resources and so many people 

who care and are ready to support--it's just getting 

people in touch with the right resources. Springfield is 

a very caring community and to be able to tap into 

those resources and connect people with generosity of 

our community is important.” 

The community health worker for the Enos Park 

Neighborhood is Tami Langford, who has held this 

position for two years. If you have a need, please do 

not hesitate to call or text Tami at 217.502.4954, or 

email her at tlangford25@siumed.edu. 

— Carey Smith 

Enos Park Celebrates: 
 

St. Patrick’s Day 

March 17, 2021 
 

 

mailto:tlangford25@siumed.edu
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What a difference a year makes! 

At this time last year we had heard of COVID-19, but 

its full force hadn’t hit home. Then came the 

lockdown at the end of March 2020.   

Many thought the lockdown would last a couple of 

weeks and then this little known disease would be on 

its way.  

Clearly, that didn’t happen, but in spite of the many 

challenges of the past year, we have proven to be a 

very resilient lot. 

It would have been so easy to just throw up our hands 

and say, “That’s it. COVID, you’ve won.” But we 

haven’t done that.   

Instead, as generations have done before, we’ve found 

ways to rise above the current situation, to meet the 

pandemic head on. We’ve been creative. We’ve been 

flexible. We’ve been generous. We’ve been caring. 

We’ve been strong—stronger than many of us thought 

we were.  

We’ve used technology to keep in touch—even when 

we can’t touch. I’ve seen more of my family, which is 

spread across the country, via Zoom than I would in 

normal times. This is a blessing, even when we’re all 

talking over one another!  

We’ve seen so much creativity unleashed during this 

past year, so much talent that may have gone untapped 

or unnoticed otherwise. It’s almost as if we have been 

given permission to slow down and get in touch with a 

part of ourselves that’s often tucked away as we deal 

with our day-to-day responsibilities. We’ve laughed, 

sang and danced—often on social media—and 

brought joy not only to ourselves, but also to those 

who are watching. 

We’ve given of ourselves, whether by checking in on 

a neighbor, making meals for strangers, or being a 

willing listener.  

None of this is to say the past year has been a walk in 

the park. On the contrary. It has been a year we will 

never forget. And I hope we don’t.  

I hope we don’t lose the creativity, the flexibility, the 

generosity and the caring we’ve seen in the past year. 

Let’s give ourselves permission to slow down and 

laugh, sing and dance. Let’s appreciate technology for 

what it can provide, but never let it replace the warmth 

of the human touch. My prayer is we take the best of 

the last year, leave the worst behind and move 

forward with strength, hope and faith. 

— Sharon Brown, 

Kumler Outreach Ministries 

217-523-2269 / kumlerumc@hotmail.com 

T h e  B a c k  P a g e  
Sharon Brown, Kumler Outreach Ministries 

Strength 
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