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Seeking Donations for New Mower 

Enos Park Development is the 

land bank for the Enos Park 

Neighborhood Improvement 

Association. 

EPD currently owns 75 vacant 

lots and is working to attract 

new development, ranging from 

single family homes to multi-

family to mixed use. In the 

meantime, we have a lot of 

property to maintain! A regular 

residential mower just won't cut it 

anymore (pun intended), we need a 

commercial mower that can handle 

this many properties, many of them in 

rough condition from recent 

demolitions and years of neglect. 

The commercial mower we invested 

in eight years ago gave out at the 

beginning of this mowing season, but 

Springfield Mowers (the company that 

services our mower) had a great 

opportunity for us. Someone bought a 

60' Toro (we previously had a 54' 

Toro) and decided to return it. Since 

it's technically "used," we were able to 

purchase it for $5750, which is less 

money for a bigger, newer mower 

than the remaining 2020 model we 

were originally hoping to buy. And 

even better, while nonprofits don't 

qualify for traditional financing, 

Springfield Mowers was willing to 

give us in-house financing since we 

had a down payment, but not the 

entire amount, and we needed the 

mower ASAP! 

We’ve raised so far $1,550 through a 

GoFundMe campaign, and thanks to 

everyone who has contributed already. 

In addition, Springfield Electric 

generously donated the $2,000 needed 

for the down payment. 

If you’d like to make a contribution, 

you can do so online: 

www.gofundme.com/manage/

enos-park-beautification-

commercial-mower-needed 

Continued on page 2 

https://www.gofundme.com/manage/enos-park-beautification-commercial-mower-needed
https://www.gofundme.com/manage/enos-park-beautification-commercial-mower-needed
https://www.gofundme.com/manage/enos-park-beautification-commercial-mower-needed
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OR by mailing a check to 1015 N. 7th St., Springfield 

62702. Please make checks payable to Enos Park 

Development. 

Thanks for helping to keep our neighborhood looking 

good while we work to attract new development! 

— Michelle Ownbey 

(Continued from page 1) 

The latest addition to our sculpture garden 

arrived in mid-May. 

Thanks to Bud Farrar and Mary Jessup for 

the donation of "Three Faces," acquired 

from Davidsan's Japanese Maples. 

One spot left to fill... 

Sculpture Garden News 

Ice Cream Social 

Date: June 29, 2021 

Time:  6:30pm 

Location:  Enos Park 

 Pavilion 

Enjoy Some Ice Cream 

with the Park! 

We Celebrate 

Father’s Day 

June 20, 2021 
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Mayor Jim Langfelder, together with the city 

Aldermen and Alderwomen, announced today the 

complete schedule for the 2021 Ward Planning 

Meetings. Due to COVID-19, these sessions did not 

occur in 2020. As in previous years, an outside 

facilitator will lead each discussion to gather 

information from attendees about neighborhood and 

city needs from the resident’s perspective. With the 

announcement that cities across the U.S., including 

Springfield, will be receiving American Rescue Plan 

funding, these discussions will be used to gather 

feedback on projects for each Ward along with the City 

overall. City department representatives will also be 

present at all of the meetings. 

The forums start Wednesday, June 2 and go through 

Wednesday, June 16. Residents are invited to attend 

any of the forums. The complete schedule is below. 

Questions about the Ward Meetings can be directed to 

the Mayor’s Office at 217.789.2200. 

The City recommends anyone who is attending to wear 

a face mask; however, per CDC guidance, it is not 

required for anyone who is fully vaccinated against 

COVID-19. 

The Enos Park Neighborhood is in Ward 5, and our 

alderman is Andrew Proctor. 

 

Wards 9 & 10 

Wednesday, June 2, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

Knights of Columbus (2200 Meadowbrook Road) 

Ward 8 

Saturday, June 5, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

Levi, Ray & Shoup (2401 W. Monroe Street) 

Ward 6 

Monday, June 7, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

Blessed Sacrament (748 W. Laurel, in the cafeteria) 

Ward 2 

Wednesday, June 9, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

Salvation Army (1600 E. Clear Lake Avenue) 

Ward 1 

Thursday, June 10, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

Elks Lodge #158 (409 E. Lake Shore Drive) 

Ward 4 

Saturday, June 12, 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 

Fulgenzi Pizza & Pasta (1168 Sangamon Avenue) 

Ward 7 

Monday, June 14, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

Hope Presbyterian Church (2211 Wabash Avenue) 

Ward 3 

Wednesday, June 16, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

Springfield Urban League (700 S. Livingston) 

Springfield Ward Discussions Scheduled 

Ward 5 

Location and Time are 

To Be Announced! 

For a full list of activities in Enos Park, 

check out our social calendar: 

www.epnia.com/events/calendar/ 

June 2021 

S M T W R F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

https://www.epnia.com/events/calendar/
https://www.epnia.com/events/calendar/
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Jermaine Ward Donates Artwork 

Local artist and Enos 

Park resident Jermaine 

Ward donated this large-

scale artwork honoring 

Memorial Medical Cen-

ter colleagues in the fight 

against COVID-19. 

Ward said he was 

inspired to create the 

piece after he injured his back early in the pandemic 

and had to visit MMC’s Emergency Department for 

care. He was apprehensive because of another health 

issue that put him at greater risk for COVID-19, he 

said. 

“I got to see firsthand what frontline workers were 

going through,” he said. “The care I received from 

them was phenomenal, so I wanted to do something 

nice for them.” 

Ward, owner of Monte’s Custom Furniture, is known 

for his distinctive designs. The artwork he created for 

MMC comprises five panels featuring the hospital’s 

façade, portraits of healthcare workers and the 

organization’s logo, each assembled from carefully 

carved and painted wood. An inscription honors 

everyone who contributed to the pandemic response. 

Leaders at MMC said they’re honored by Ward’s gift 

and his gesture of thanks. His artwork donation was 

accepted by Memorial Medical Center Foundation, 

which plans to put it on permanent display at MMC in 

a widely used area near the hospital’s cafeteria. 

“This has been a difficult year for everyone at 

Memorial, and this artwork is a reminder of all the 

support we’ve received throughout 2020 and beyond,” 

said Melissa Hansen Schmadeke, executive director of 

the MMC Foundation. “We’re honored to share it with 

our entire workforce.” 

Ward, who has also donated furniture and artwork to 

the City of Springfield, University of Illinois 

Springfield and local churches, is a self-taught 

woodworker. His career in construction has given him 

the opportunity to learn many aspects of the trade, and 

he’s now motivated to use those skills to help the 

community he calls home. He is involved in several 

community service efforts to provide training and 

work experience to young people, as well as 

individuals who are homeless. 

“People can say [healthcare workers] are 

appreciated,” Ward said. “But I wanted them to look 

up and see that they’re appreciated every time they 

walk past and see the art.” 

Photos: Bobbi Wiseman / Memorial Health System 
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Enos Park Neighborhood Garden News 

May involves a flurry 

of planting in our 

garden. We received 

several donations of 

plants, including from 

our dedicated grower, 

Eric Pope of Taylor-

ville. The ground alter-

nates between being mucky and dry, and extra mucky. 

We plant when we can! As of this writing, we've 

planted a couple dozen tomato plants, as well as 

eggplants, peppers, okra, cabbage, kale, collard 

greens, perennial onions, rosemary, oregano, Brussels 

sprouts, and cucumbers, as well as hundreds of seeds. 

We installed 15 raised beds in our private plot this 

year, and every single bed has been rented. We also 

installed 2 wheelchair accessible beds in our private 

plot area. If you or someone you know would like to 

rent one of the wheelchair accessible beds, they are 

$5/each. 

What is that big black tarp in the garden? 
It is intended to kill the lawn, and then will be planted 

this fall with prairie seeds. Erin Kirkpatrick of the 

Sierra Club has procured a grant to support monarch 

habitat, which pays for all materials for the project. 

We will also have an additional prairie pocket along 

part of the alleyway, giving us 1500 square feet of 

prairie in all. 

Though prairies can be quite tall and filled with 

grasses as well as flowers, ours has been carefully 

selected to limit growth to 3-4' in height, and will be 

primarily flowers, which will help to provide our 

garden with pollinators. This is a long-term project, 

and we may not see much going on in the first couple 

of years. It can take up to five years to establish a 

prairie, but afterwards we as well as monarchs and 

other pollinators can enjoy the prairie indefinitely. 

Monarch populations have decreased 80-90% over the 

years, and qualify to be placed on the Endangered 

Species List. Americans all over the country are 

stepping up to plant monarch habitat on migratory 

Continued on page 6 
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paths (which we are on) to support their comeback. 

The Springfield Park District has also been giving 

away milkweed plants to residents to do their part. 

Milkweeds are the only plants that monarch 

caterpillars eat, which is why they are so important to 

have in our neighborhoods. 

Gardening Together 
We get together on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 

mornings from 9:30-11:30 to volunteer in our 

communal garden, and many volunteers take care of 

their private plots at this time. If you'd like to join us, 

please consider yourself invited. It's wonderful to be 

outside in the fresh air, getting some gentle exercise, 

and enjoying the great conversation. Rain or mucky 

soil cancels. 

— Carey Smith 

(Continued from page 5) 

2021 Enos Park Neighborhood 
Improvement Association 

Board Members 
Caleb Payne, President ........ 309-270-8240, info@epnia.com 
Fletcher “Bud” Farrar, Vice President ............. 217-523-2801 
Jason Vincent, Treasurer .................................. 217-801-0244 
Shannan Karrick, Director ............................... 309-696-8938 
Ryan Mobley, Director .................................... 217-801-8225 
Donna Smylie, Director ................................... 217-816-4128 
Marcus Stewart, Director ................................. 217-816-4928 
Dave Steward, Director .................................... 217-622-6591 

Associate Positions (non-voting) 
Betsy Dollar, SAA ........................................... 217-523-2631 
Alex Worix, SIU ....................................................................  
Michelle Ownbey ............................................. 217-553-4629 

2021 Enos Park Development 

Board Members 
Kirk Jefferis ..................................................... 217-971-2258 
Linda Maier ...................................................... 217-971-9138 
Michelle Ownbey ................ 217-553-4629, info@epnia.com 
Larry Quenette ................................................. 217-414-7227 

FREE Summer Clubs for Kids at Third Presbyterian Church 

Last month we included the full schedule for Kids Summer Clubs at Third Presbyterian. Additionally, an 

evening option from 6-8 p.m. has been added. Summer clubs include: bicycle, cooking, tools/building, sew-

ing, drama, gardening, and video production clubs. Session one runs June 7 through June 30 while ses-

sion two is from July 12 through August 4. 

For more information and to register, please see: Third-Presbyterian.org/summer-clubs-program/ 

mailto:info@epnia.com
mailto:info@epnia.com
https://third-presbyterian.org/summer-clubs-program/
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The Levitt AMP Springfield Music Series, 

a 10-week series of free and live music 

presented by PNC Bank, is coming back to 

Springfield for a second season June 3, 

through Aug. 5. The concerts will showcase 

a diverse lineup of high-caliber talent from 

across the country, performing at 6 p.m. 

each Thursday, on the vacant block north of 

the Illinois Governor’s Mansion. 

For more information, visit 

LevittAmpSpringfield.org 

 

Admission is free and the public is invited to bring 

their own picnics, blankets, lawn chairs and enjoy the 

concerts. 

Attendees are encouraged to support local 

restaurants by picking up takeout on their way to 

the block to serve as their picnic. Beverages will be 

available on site for purchase. 

In order to safely accommodate larger crowds, 

organizers are painting large circles – or pods – on the 

grass to allow for social distancing. Attendees are 

asked to wear face masks except when sitting inside 

8x8-foot pods, in groups of up to six people. These 

pods are available on first-come, first-served basis. 

Levitt Amp Is Back! 

Levitt AMP Springfield Schedule 

Continued on page 8 

June 

3rd 

• 6:00 PM Soultru 

• 7:00 PM Kaleb Mitchell 

• 8:00 PM V8VastChange 

10th 

• 6:00 PM The Deep Hollow 

• 7:00 PM Esme Patterson 

17th 

• 6:00 PM Debbie Ross 

• 7:00 PM Nelly's Echo 

• 8:00 PM Brandon Alexander 

 Williams 

24th 

• 6:00 PM Dusk  

• 7:00 PM Henhouse Prowlers 

http://levittampspringfield.org
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July 

1st 

• 6:00 PM Kevin Hart 

• 7:00 PM New Orleans Jazz 

 Ramblers 

8th 

• 6:00 PM Cuarteto Bendito 

• 7:00 PM Tito Puente, Jr. 

15th 

• 6:00 PM Loud Clouds 

• 7:00 PM Gizzae 

22nd 

• 6:00 PM Enrique Molina Ortiz 

• 7:00 PM Fulanito 

29th 

• 6:00 PM Kapital Sound 

• 7:00 PM Bassel and the 

 Supernaturals 

August  

5th 

• 6:00 PM Nectar 

• 7:00 PM Ratboys 

ADDITIONAL ATTRACTIONS: 
The Juneteenth Celebration Committee and 

Springfield Black Chamber of Commerce are co-

hosting June 17 as the first night of a weekend-

long celebration of Juneteenth, also called 

Freedom Day or Emancipation Day, as it 

commemorates the last slave becoming free on June 

19, 1865. 

The Springfield Park District will be hosting 

children’s activities during each evening of the 

concerts. 

The HipHop Xpress, an internet-connected mobile 

classroom and sound studio inspired by George 

Washington Carver’s Jesup wagon, will be parked 

on 4th Street during a performance in June so 

that people can make their own music during the 

intermissions.  

The Springfield Jaycees will host their annual dog 

pageant with the series on Thursday, July 1. 

Juneteenth 

June 19, 2021 

Levitt AMP Schedule (continued) 
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City Announcements 

INTERNET AND DIGITAL ASSISTANCE 

TO QUALIFIED HOUSEHOLDS 
The Emergency Broadband Benefit will provide a 

discount of up to $50 per month towards broadband 

service for eligible households. 

Eligible households can also receive a one-time 

discount of up to $100 to purchase a laptop, desktop 

computer, or tablet from participating providers if 

they contribute more than $10 and less than $50 

toward the purchase price. 

The Emergency Broadband Benefit is limited to one 

monthly service discount and one device discount per 

household. 

Who Is Eligible for the Emergency Broadband 

Benefit Program? 

A household is eligible if a member of the household 

meets one of the criteria below: 

• Has an income that is at or below 135% of the 

Federal Poverty Guidelines or participates in 

certain assistance programs, such as SNAP, 

Medicaid, or Lifeline; 

• Approved to receive benefits under the free and 

reduced-price school lunch program or the school 

breakfast program, including through the USDA 

Community Eligibility Provision in the 2019-2020 

or 2020-2021 school year; 

• Received a Federal Pell Grant during the current 

award year; 

• Experienced a substantial loss of income due to 

job loss or furlough since February 29, 2020 and 

the household had a total income in 2020 at or 

below $99,000 for single filers and $198,000 for 

joint filers; or 

• Meets the eligibility criteria for a participating 

provider's existing low-income or COVID-19 

program. 

How to Apply 

There are three ways for eligible households to apply: 

1) Contact your preferred participating 

broadband provider directly to learn about their 

application process. 

2) Go to GetEmergencyBroadband.org to apply 

online and to find participating providers near you. 

3) Call 833-511-0311 for a mail-in application, and 

return it along with copies of documents showing 

proof of eligibility to: 

Emergency Broadband Support Center 

P.O. Box 7081 

London, KY 40742 

After receiving an eligibility determination, 

households can contact their preferred service 

provider to select an Emergency Broadband Benefit 

eligible service plan. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Continued on page 10 

https://getemergencybroadband.org/
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ILLINOIS RENTAL 

PAYMENT PROGRAM 
The Illinois Housing Development Authority is 

launching the Illinois Rental Payment Program 

(ILRPP) providing up to $25,000 in emergency 

rental assistance for Illinois rental tenants that are at 

least 30 days behind on their rent. 

The Housing provider AND tenants can 

submit a JOINT application May 17-June 6 at 

ilrpp.ihda.org. More information is also 

available at www.IHDA.org 

Eligible households may receive up to 15 months of 

rental assistance from past due rent owed from June 

2020 and future rent through August 2021. The grant 

assistance is paid directly to the housing provider.  

Once the application has been initiated by the housing 

provider, tenants will receive email notification to 

complete their respective section. Applications are 

only accepted online and will be considered 

complete only when both the housing provider and 

tenant information is completed within the online 

application portal. 

Priority will be given to households with a member 

who is currently unemployed and households that 

earn below 50% of the Area Median Income, adjusted 

for household size. A submitted application is not a 

guarantee of assistance. 

ILRPP Eligibility Requirements: 

• A household must have experienced a financial 

hardship directly or indirectly due to the 

pandemic. 

• Household is behind on rent at least 30 days past 

due and/or is at risk of experiencing homelessness 

or housing instability. 

• 2020 household income was below 80% of the 

Area Median Income, adjusted for household size. 

• Proof of citizenship is not required. Rental 

assistance is not a “public-charge” benefit. 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 

VACCINATIONS: 
WALK-INS ACCEPTED FOR 

AGES 12 AND OLDER 

AT FAIRGROUNDS VACCINE SITE 

The COVID-19 mass vaccination site at the Illinois 

State Fairgrounds is accepting walk-ins. 

No appointment necessary! 

The site is located inside the Orr Building and offers 

the Pfizer vaccine which is available to anyone 12 

years of age and older. 

The site is open 

• Tuesday-Friday 9:00am - 1:00pm* 

• Saturday-Sunday 9:00am - 12:30pm* 

This is open to ALL Illinois residents. 

Online appointments are still available as well.  

Please visit the Sangamon County 

Department of Public Health website 

SCDPH.org for online appointments or to 

locate other vaccination sites in the area. 

*Operating hours subject to change 

https://ilrpp.ihda.org/
https://www.ihda.org/
https://scdph.org/
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FARMERS MARKETS 

ILLINOIS PRODUCTS 

FARMERS MARKET 

May 13, 2021 - October 14, 2021 

Every Thursday: 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Located at the Illinois State Fairgrounds - The 

Shed. 

For more information call 217.524.3297 

 

DOWNTOWN OLD CAPITOL 

FARMERS MARKET 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 

8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Downtown on Adams Street between 4th and 5th  

Shoppers at the Market should follow these 

precautions to limit the spread of COVID at the 

Market: 

• Follow State and CDC guidelines to wear masks, 

and practice good cough and hand hygiene to keep 

the farmers and other shoppers safe. 

• Pay with exact cash if possible or use your credit 

and debit cards with most vendors. 

• Visit the Market Booth to redeem LINK cards for 

Healthy Ways cards at the Market Booth. 

• Receive up to a $25 matching grant per day to 

purchase additional fresh produce. 

• Food plants can be purchased with LINK. 

• Stay at least six feet away from other shoppers and 

vendors. 

• NOT consume any food products while there.  

 

 

CITY, WATER, LIGHT, AND POWER 

ELECTRICAL APPRENTICESHIP 

PROGRAM 

The City will begin accepting applications for the 

Electrical Apprenticeship program with CWLP in late 

summer 2021. 

BEFORE APPLYING, candidates must successfully 

pass the National Joint Apprenticeship Training 

Committee written exam with a minimum score of six 

(6) or greater. This written aptitude exam will be 

administered in June, July and August, 2021, at 

I.B.E.W. Local 193 Hall located at 3150 Wide Track 

Drive in Springfield.  

To sign-up for the exam, candidates must contact the 

I.B.E.W. Hall at 217-544-3479 ext. 229 or email 

sparky193@comcast.net to schedule a testing date. 

Please include the intention to test for the CWLP 

apprenticeship when contacting the I.B.E.W. Hall.  

Please note: Candidates are NOT eligible to take the 

I.B.E.W. / N.J.A.T.C. test if they have already done so 

within the last six months. 

For additional information including information 

sessions www.springfield.il.us/Departments/

HumanResources/ElectricalApprentice.aspx 

 

(Continued from page 10) 

mailto:sparky193@comcast.net
https://www.springfield.il.us/Departments/HumanResources/ElectricalApprentice.aspx
https://www.springfield.il.us/Departments/HumanResources/ElectricalApprentice.aspx
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An article I recently read reminded me of how easy it 

can be to let fear consume us.   

The author was watching a skateboarder scramble up 

a garage roof, glide down, fly through the air, land and 

take off down the street—all while the author held her 

breath, expecting the worst.  The author wasn’t 

recommending risking life and limb, but it made her 

think about what happens when fear controls us. 

The article definitely gave me pause, and made me 

take a long, hard look at how often I let fear take over.   

I’m not talking about being cautious or safe, but about 

being brought to a standstill because of fear.  I would 

like to think I’m not the only one this happens to, but I 

can only speak about my own experience.   

There have been times when I didn’t say or do 

something because I was afraid—afraid of what other 

people would think or what they would do.  I’ve been 

paralyzed by fear because I didn’t know what would 

happen next.  It’s called fear of the unknown.  If I 

think about it, how does being gripped by fear change 

anything?       

The worst part of all this is that as a Christian I know 

better.   

I know that whatever I’m facing, I’m not facing it 

alone.  I know God is always with me, seeing me 

through, but my humanness blinds me to this.  

Sometimes I think I’m the one in control, and that’s 

never good!   

Carrie Underwood has a song called “Jesus, Take the 

Wheel,” which reminds us that when God has the 

wheel He’ll put us on the right road.  As my pastor 

once said in a sermon, we ask God to take the wheel, 

but then we hang onto it with all our might! This is 

what fear does to us, the more we hang onto fear, the 

worse it gets. 

I wonder how many relationships, how many 

experiences, how much happiness, how much life we 

miss because of fear.  Let’s make a pact to push fear 

to the side and to enter into fear-free living—not pain-

free living, but living fully, just as God wants us to do.  

What do you say? 

— Sharon Brown, 

Kumler Outreach Ministries 

kumlerumc@hotmail.com 

217-523-2269 
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