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Northside Children's Community Library 

Reopens! 
Northside Children’s Community 

Library (NCCL) staff, board 

members, and volunteers will be on 

hand to supervise and engage with 

neighborhood youth on Saturdays 

from 1-4pm. 

Come and read books, play games 

and play with toys, do a puzzle, or 

have computer time in a safe and 

nurturing atmosphere. 

Take-home snacks will be available. 

Masks are required. 

The library is located in the lower 

level of the Third Presbyterian 

Church, 1030 N. 7th. The entrance 

door is the southernmost glass door 

before the garages. Ring the bell for 

safe entry. 

The NCCL is looking for Board 

Members! 

No special qualities needed, just a 

love for kids and education. Meetings 

are on the fourth Monday of each 

month, and we're a working board. 

We do whatever needs done! 

Continued on page 2 
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We'd also love to have a few more volunteers and 

committee members. 

We're having our 10th Anniversary this year, and 

finally getting our 501c3! There's a lot of work to do, 

but it's the perfect time to join us and put your 

personal stamp on a youth literacy non-profit!! 

northsidechildrenslibrary.org 

(Continued from page 1) 

For a full list of activities in Enos Park, 

check out our social calendar: 

www.epnia.com/events/calendar/ 
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Enos Park Neighborhood Gardens News 

A garden in late June is 

a delightful thing to 

behold. Our 30 raised 

beds in our communal 

plot are fully planted, 

thanks to generous 

donations from grower 

Eric Pope and 

PrairiErth Farm, as well as many hours of dedicated 

work from volunteers, planting seeds and seedlings. 

We have begun to harvest, 2-4 tubs of produce, twice 

weekly, which go to Kumler Outreach Ministries food 

pantry. Once a week, a box of produce is donated to 

the Springfield Immigrant Advocacy Network. 

Our harvest lately has 

included lettuces, spinach, 

onions, radishes, collard 

greens, broccoli, kale, 

basil, oregano, and 

rosemary. The first few 

banana peppers have 

ripened and tiny 

cucumbers are a sign of 

abundance to come. After 

the intense planting rush 

was done, we've had a 

chance to catch up on our 

delayed maintenance, and 

the garden is looking lush 

and well kept. 

We now have 18 personal 

plots which are rented by 

community members, many of whom often volunteer 

in our communal garden after tending to their plots. If 

you've walked by the garden, you'll notice different 

gardening styles and produce choices, but what is 

most striking to me is all of the flowers they've 

planted among the produce. It's a delight for the eyes 

and an invitation for bees and other pollinators. 

I am blessed to coordinate this garden, and during the 

season which is hospitable to growing, it is the main 

recipient of my energy and creativity. I love working 

with volunteers, who are of many ages and abilities. I 

hear again and again the joy and peace being in a 

garden can bring. In a world that is at times confusing 

or unsettling, it is the garden which connects us to the 

tranquility of nature. It reminds me of a quote by 

Jenny Uglow: “We might think we are nurturing our 

garden, but of course, it's our garden that is really 

nurturing us.” 

If you'd like to join us in sharing in the work and 

sharing in the harvest, get some light exercise and 

enjoy delightful company, we garden together 

Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays from 9:30-11:30. 

— Carey Smith 

Dietgard Hunsley delights 

in the broccoli harvest 

from her private plot. 
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Music & Food at the Neighborhood Gardens 
July 25 at 5:00pm 

Come and listen to the banjo and 

fiddle tunes of Peaches and Bacon! 

Sunday, July 25 from 5-7 p.m. 

Enos Park Neighborhood Gardens 

1022 N. 5th 

Bring your own lawn chair. 

We'll have free burgers and hot dogs, donated by 

Magro's Meat and Produce, as well as a snack cart 

provided by neighbor Shannan Karrick, stocked full 

of popcorn, snow cones, drinks, and other hand-

crafted delights. Donations accepted. 

Little Free Libraries 

Across our city, little free libraries have popped up in 

neighborhoods and other convenient locations. The idea 

is to further access to books and literacy for everyone. 

In the Enos Park neighborhood, there are two little free 

libraries that I know of. One is in the front yard of 

Jackie Jackson at 816 N. 5th. The other is in the front 

yard of Andrew Heathwaite and myself at 810 N. 6th. 

We invite you to stop and take a look when you're out 

and about. 

You may take a few and/or give a few, but please do 

stop by and check out what is new. Feel free to keep 

any book you love! Feel free to return any book you 

didn't. There's something for everyone! 

— Carey Smith 

FREE Summer Clubs for Kids 

at Third Presbyterian Church 

Summer clubs include: bicycle, cooking, tools/

building, sewing, drama, gardening, and video pro-

duction clubs. Session two is from July 12 through 

August 4.  

For more information and to register, please see: 

Third-Presbyterian.org/summer-clubs-program/ 

https://third-presbyterian.org/summer-clubs-program/
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Terrain Biennial Returns 

Terrain Biennial was founded in 2013 by artist Sabina 

Ott. The biennial was created on a volunteer basis in 

the spirit of community building through free and 

accessible public art installations and events staged in 

residential neighborhoods across the U.S. and 

worldwide. This act of radical decentralization takes 

art from privileged urban centers and brings it into 

everyday spaces where it is most needed and least 

expected: yards, front steps, windows, porches, and 

roofs. 

In 2017, Enos Park became a satellite location for 

Terrain Biennial, with 17 exhibitions throughout the 

neighborhood. Many residents offered up the use of 

their houses, and Enos Park Development provided a 

list of 75 vacant lots from which artists could choose. 

A kick-off event with live music and food drew 

visitors from around the city and even other parts of 

the state, which continued through the six-week 

exhibition period. The Terrain Biennial returned in 

2019 to another enthusiastic reception, expanding to 

20 sites, and we are now planning for the third round 

later this fall. 

The 2021 Terrain Biennial will be held from 

October 1 - November 15, with a kick off 

event the first weekend.   
Allison Lacher and Jeff Robinson are once again co-

organizing the Terrain Biennial in Enos Park, along 

with the Springfield Art Association, and are trying to 

identify both new and returning hosts. If you would be 

interested in having your property considered as a 

potential site for an art installation, please email 

allisonlacher@gmail.com for more details. 

— Michelle Ownbey 

2021 Enos Park Neighborhood 
Improvement Association 

Board Members 
Caleb Payne, President ....... 309-270-8240, info@epnia.com 

Fletcher “Bud” Farrar, Vice President ............. 217-523-2801 

Jason Vincent, Treasurer ................................. 217-801-0244 

Shannan Karrick, Director ............................... 309-696-8938 

Ryan Mobley, Director .................................... 217-801-8225 

Donna Smylie, Director ................................... 217-816-4128 

Marcus Stewart, Director ................................. 217-816-4928 

Dave Steward, Director ................................... 217-622-6591 

Associate Positions (non-voting) 
Betsy Dollar, SAA ........................................... 217-523-2631 

Alex Worix, SIU ....................................................................  

Michelle Ownbey ............................................ 217-553-4629 

2021 Enos Park Development 

Board Members 
Kirk Jefferis ..................................................... 217-971-2258 

Linda Maier ..................................................... 217-971-9138 

Michelle Ownbey ............... 217-553-4629, info@epnia.com 

Larry Quenette ................................................. 217-414-7227 

mailto:allisonlacher@gmail.com
mailto:info@epnia.com
mailto:info@epnia.com
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City Announcements 

WE DID IT! 
Illinois has now returned to Phase 5, back to normal! 

Well, mostly. Fully vaccinated people will not be 

required to wear masks, except masks will continue 

to be required for ALL people on public 

transportation and in health care settings, schools, 

daycares, educational institutions, and congregate 

settings like correctional facilities, veterans' homes, 

long-term care facilities, group homes, and residential 

facilities. It is still recommended for unvaccinated 

people to wear masks. 

Businesses can set mask requirements and other 

COVID-19 mitigations as they deem appropriate. We 

ask everyone to please be respectful and be compliant 

with each business, when masks are required upon 

entry. 

CHANGE TO PROCESS FOR THOSE 

DROPPING OFF BRANCHES 
As a reminder residents may drop off branches to 

Evans Recycling for free until the end of March 2022. 

PLEASE NOTE: Evans has changed their process 

and is requesting residents to bring their CWLP 

bill to show as proof of residency. NO OTHER 

FORM OF ID will be accepted. 

Only City of Springfield residents pay a monthly 

"Waste & Recycling" fee on their CWLP bill. This fee 

covers the cost of programs like this drop off program, 

year-round yard waste pick-up and other events like 

household hazardous waste collection events. 

Residents can also show a copy of their e-bill from a 

mobile device. 

Showing your CWLP bill also allows Springfield 

residents the ability to drop off yard waste for $1 per 

bag. 

Evans Recycling is located at 2100 J. David Jones 

Parkway and is open Monday-Friday, 7:00 a.m. – 5:00 

p.m. and Saturday, 7:00 a.m. – 12-noon. Evans 

Recycling’s contact number is 217.391.0886. Smaller 

branches may also be broken up and placed in yard 

waste bags or containers as part of the City's bi-

weekly yard waste pick-up. 

LEVITT AMP 
The Levitt Concert Series takes place on the open 

lawn between the Governor's Mansion and Capitol 

Avenue downtown, also known as the Y block. It is 

10 weeks of FREE live music every Thursday in a 

safe environment. Bring your lawn chairs and blankets 

and head downtown with your family! Remember, 

parking on the street is free! So come early and pick-

up some great food from one of our downtown 

establishments. 

The Springfield Jaycees will host their annual dog 

pageant with the series on Thursday, July 1. The 

Springfield Park District will be hosting children’s 

activities during each evening of the concerts. 

Continued on page 7 

Levitt AMP Springfield Schedule 

July 1 

• 6:00 PM Kevin Hart 

• 7:00 PM New Orleans Jazz Ramblers 

July 8 

• 6:00 PM Cuarteto Bendito 

• 7:00 PM Tito Puente, Jr. 

July 15 

• 6:00 PM Loud Clouds 

• 7:00 PM Gizzae 

July 22 

• 6:00 PM Enrique Molina Ortiz 

• 7:00 PM Fulanito 

July 29 

• 6:00 PM Kapital Sound 

• 7:00 PM Bassel and the Supernaturals 

August 5 

• 6:00 PM Nectar 

• 7:00 PM Ratboys 
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ARTIST ON THE PLAZA 
Springfield Area Arts Council's Artist on the Plaza is 

back this summer! Live performances will take place 

every Tuesday and Thursday now through Labor Day, 

September 2, from 12-noon - 1:00 p.m. 

All performances occur on the Old State 

Capitol south lawn, near Fifth and Adams in 

downtown Springfield.  

The concerts are family-friendly and are the perfect 

way to spend a lunch hour or to take a break from 

seeing the sites. Bring lawn chairs or blankets. Shade 

provided. These concerts are free and accessible. 

• July 1 – Craig Russo 

• July 6 – Erica Egger 

• July 8 – David Tell 

• July 13 – Phil Steinberg 

• July 15 – Rhodes and Battles 

• July 20 – Arlin and Erin 

• July 22 – Ian Wick 

• July 27 – Springfield Theatre Centre 

• July 29 – Micah Walk 

SPRINGFIELD 

MUNICIPAL BAND 

SUMMER CONCERTS 
The 2021 Municipal Band Summer Concert Series has 

begun. There were no performances in 2020 due to 

COVID-19, and members of the band are excited to 

resume providing free music in the parks for residents 

and visitors once again. 

The Municipal Band will play at Duncan Park 

(formerly Douglas Park) at at 7:00 p.m. every Sunday 

and 7:30 p.m. every Tuesday now through August 4 

at the bandshell. 

Duncan Park is located at the intersection of 

Mason Street and MacArthur Boulevard. 

 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

WITH ABE AND MARY 

Every Friday through August 6, 2-4pm 

FREE family program 

We are happy to invite you back to Edwards Place for 

an ice cream social each Friday over the summer. 

Come have a chat with our 16th president and Mary 

Lincoln on the front steps of Edwards Place while 

cooling off with a free bowl of ice cream, provided by 

Visit Springfield. 

The Springfield Municipal Band will also join us on 

June 11, July 2, and August 6 to perform for an hour 

during the social! 

Continued from page 6 
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When I was a child, I loved watching fireflies during 

the summer.  Tiny lights flickering off and on, first in 

one place and then another.  To me, it was like magic, 

these specks of light floating around the backyard.   

I hadn’t given much thought to fireflies in a long time, 

but they recently caught my attention one night as I 

was getting ready for bed.  I was visiting my mother, 

who lives in a rural area away from city lights.  These 

dots of light were punching through the darkness, 

taking me back decades to long, summer nights 

chasing the lights, occasionally catching one and 

putting it into a glass jar with holes in the lid.  My 

mother never let us keep them long; she always made 

us release them so they could light up the night—a job 

she said they were supposed to do.  I remember trying 

to convince her to let us keep them in those glass jars, 

but she explained that if we kept them, they could die 

and then what would light up the night? 

My mother is a very wise woman.  I think the broader 

message about the fireflies was that we all have a 

purpose and we need to be able to live into that 

purpose. 

I’m always saddened when I hear someone say “I’m 

not good at anything” or “There’s no use trying 

because I know I can’t do it”.   

I’m going to let you in on a secret:  Every single one 

of us has a purpose.  My purpose is different from 

your purpose, which is different than your neighbor’s 

purpose, but we all have a purpose.  Maybe you’ve 

convinced yourself otherwise or someone else has 

convinced you, but I’ll say it again:  We all have a 

purpose.   

If the pandemic has taught us anything, it’s that we 

need each other and it takes all of us to make the 

world go around.  You may be the person who called 

people to check on them.  You may be the person who 

went grocery shopping for a neighbor.  You may be 

the person who kept people laughing during a time 

that hasn’t been so funny.   

You have a purpose.   

If you haven’t found yours, yet, don’t give up.  In fact, 

if you want help finding yours, I’d be happy to help.  I 

want you to be able to punch through the darkness, 

just like the fireflies. 

— Sharon Brown, 

Kumler Outreach Ministries 

kumlerumc@hotmail.com 

217-523-2269 

 

T h e  B a c k  P a g e  
Sharon Brown, Kumler Outreach Ministries 

Punching through the darkness  

www.EPNIA.com facebook.com/EnosPark  twitter.com/epnia 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood 
Improvement Association, Inc. 

The editor is Carey Smith. Circulation is 500, 
distributed at the beginning of each month. 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad: 
Call 708-580-8432 or Email info@epnia.com. 
The deadline for copy is the 20th.  

Advertising rates are: 

 1 Month 3 Months 1 Year 

1/16 Page $15.00  $37.50  $120.00  

1/8 Page $20.00  $50.00  $160.00  

1/4 Page $40.00  $100.00  $320.00  

1/2 Page $75.00  $187.50  $600.00  

Full Page $125.00  $312.50  $1,000.00  

mailto:kumlerumc@hotmail.com
mailto:info@epnia.com

