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Lisa's Boutique relocates 

from White Oaks Mall to 711 Enos 

After sitting vacant for decades and 

undergoing an extensive renovation, a 

historic storefront in Enos Park is now 

home to a new tenant. Lisa’s Boutique 

opened on Dec. 13, offering a selec-

tion of women and men’s clothing, 

shoes, jewelry and accessories. The 

business also sells and rents floral ar-

rangements for special occasions or 

home décor, including custom pieces. 

Owner Lisa Gaines started the busi-

ness in 1999 and has had several dif-

ferent names and locations, most re-

cently at White Oaks Mall. The turn-

of-the-century building at 711 Enos 

Ave. in Enos Park was originally a 

grocery store, with the owners living 

on the second floor, and Gaines says 

she plans to live above her shop once 

renovations to the second level are 

complete. 

In the meantime, Gaines says she 

wanted to get the retail portion on the 

lower level open right away to take 

advantage of holiday shoppers. “I took 

the opportunity to try and get the shop 

going. I’ll have temporary hours in the 

evenings and on the weekends for 

now until I can find some part-time 

help,” she said. 

Lisa’s Boutique is currently open 

Monday-Friday from 5:30-8 p.m., 

Saturdays from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. and 

Sundays from 1-7 p.m. 

— Michelle Ownbey 
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This building first appears in the city directory in 1907 

as a grocery store owned by brothers James and Jo-

seph DeFrates. James and Irene DeFrates lived next 

door at 803 N. 8th. Joseph and Ella DeFrates lived at 

823 N. 8th, later operating a grocery store on 9th St. 

By 1920, it was the A.M. Reinhart Grocery, owned by 

Albert Reinhart, who lived in the upstairs apartment. 

In 1946 it changed to Baker Darious Grocery, with 

Mr. Baker Darious living upstairs. In 1960, the city 

directory lists it as vacant for the first time. Except a 

brief stint as Ancient Age Antiques (1964-1968) and a 

few short-term occupants in the apartment, it appears 

to have been mostly vacant since the last grocery store 

closed in the late 1950s. 

Enos Park Development purchased it in 2012 after it 

was foreclosed, along with the two adjacent lots and 

the closed Susie Qs restaurant at 716 E. Enos. Susie 

Qs was passed on to a new owner who completely 

renovated it and operated the restaurant under the 

same name for several years. Then in 2018, Jerome 

Taylor purchased the building and reopened it as MJs 

Fish & Chicken. The two vacant lots became the site 

of our sculpture garden, which continues to grow each 

year. 711 Enos was initially sold to a local artist, but 

after he failed to make progress on renovations and 

the city began pursuing demolition, EPD reacquired 

the property. 

The building has now been completely gutted and on-

ly the brick shell is original. Seven trailer truck loads 

of dirt and debris were hauled out of the basement be-

fore a new concrete floor was poured. The joists and 

supports were replaced, along with a new floor on the 

main level and new stairs. All new electrical, plumb-

ing, and HVAC was installed, and a sprinkler system 

was added to meet code, which required installing a 

new water line to the building and trenching all the 

way out to 8th St. to connect it to the water meter. The 

roof was replaced, and the gable removed to restore 

the original roof line. The Community Foundation for 

the Land of Lincoln – Historic Preservation Fund 

awarded EPNIA a $7500 grant to assist with restora-

tion of the exterior of the building. 

The final touches were a new sidewalk and entry to 

made the building ADA compliant and streetscaping 

designed by Massie Massie & Associates to tie the 

front area into the adjacent sculpture garden. The 

gravel parking area was replaced with permeable brick 

pavers to make the parking area more attractive, com-

pliant with city codes and help with stormwater run-

off. 

— Michelle Ownbey 
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The Springfield Art Association (SAA), 700 N. 4th, is 

a vibrant partner to the Enos Park Neighborhood. If 

you are new to the neighborhood, or haven't checked 

out SAA before, please read on. 

For over a century, the arts have been valued and fos-

tered in the Enos Park Neighborhood. In 1913, Ed-

wards Place was offered as a meeting, gallery, and 

classroom space for the Springfield Art Club. In the 

last century plus, several additions were made to Ed-

wards Place, becoming the SAA campus, while the 

original home was restored to its 19th century gran-

deur. 

“The SAA is for everyone in the community who is 

interested in art, learning new skills, trying something 

different, or who wants their kid to experience a new 

class,” says Betsy Dollar, Executive Director of SAA. 

“We have scholarship money and we would love to 

see more neighborhood residents utilizing what we 

have to offer here. We're open, and truly everyone 

who is interested is welcome.” 

A big component to SAA is Education, offering 

classes in a variety of mediums, including book arts, 

ceramics, digital media, drawing, fiber arts, glass, 

metals and jewelry, mixed media, painting, pastels, 

photography, and printmaking. Classes are arranged 

by age group and skill level. 

The Winter 2021 session begins January 11.  

Despite the pandemic, classes are ongoing, with lim-

ited class sizes and masks required. 

Scholarships are available for all age groups. Studio 

session time is also available in a variety of mediums 

to those who are have experience. 

If you do not have time to take an ongoing class, spe-

cial one-time classes are available throughout the 

year, as part of the Canvas & Cocktails sessions, 

or the One Nighters series. 

Special Holiday Workshops are offered, as are 

Date Nights, featuring refreshments and an art 

project. 

Art Camps for school-aged children 

are offered in summer. 

Some of the week-

long camps focus 

on different art me-

diums or themes, 

while others focus 

on history and ar-

chaeology. A lim-

ited number of 

scholarships are 

also available for 

camps. In summer 

2021, SAA will be 

collaborating with 

the downtown 

YMCA just a block 

away to provide a 

full-day summer 

camp experience, 

with campers com-

ing to SAA for 

morning camp, followed by a lunch on the lawn be-

tween the buildings, and then an afternoon YMCA 

camp. “We're going to try and be more accommodat-

ing to parents who need full-day camp,” remarks Dol-

lar. 

As part of its adaptation to the chaos of 2020, the 

SAA offered Make and Take Kits made from 

the projects that were to be offered in the camps. 

These have proven popular with both children and 

adults. Over two dozen kits are currently available 

through the SAA. 

Through its Art Outreach Program, SAA offers 

free physical and digital art portfolios to teachers and 

community groups. Physical portfolios contain prints 

or artifacts that explore an artist or group of artists, a 

movement (such as Impressionism), or a theme (such 

as animals). Digital portfolios offer high quality imag-

es of the same. Reference materials are provided for 

Continued on page 4 

Springfield Art Association 
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teachers, and a suggested supplementary art/craft pro-

ject is included. 

Opening Minds through Art (OMA) is cur-

rently on hiatus with the pandemic. Designed for those 

with Alzheimer's or Dementia, OMA pairs partici-

pants with a trained volunteer to do one project week-

ly for eight weeks. At the end of the session, an exhi-

bition is held of their work. This program is offered in 

conjunction with SIU School of Medicine, and is open 

to people in our neighborhood. 

M.G. Nelson Family Gallery provides a way to 

view high quality art from a variety of artists in vari-

ous mediums. About 12 exhibitions rotate through the 

Gallery throughout the year. “Our gallery is open to 

the public. It's completely free. Just come in and look! 

A little inspiration is always available free of charge,” 

remarks Dollar. The SAA Collective is currently ex-

hibiting work through January 16. The Gallery is open 

Monday through Friday, 9 to 5, and Saturday 10 to 3. 

The SAA Collective Gallery is within walking 

distance at 105 N. 5th, in the historic Broadwell Phar-

macy building. Dollar notes, “This is work produced 

by local artists. A number of those artists are people 

who started out taking classes here and have gotten 

good enough to be selling their work.” The SAA Col-

lective Gallery is open 11-5, Wednesday through Sat-

urday. 

SAA coordinates an Artist in Residency at the 

duplex just south of the campus on 5th Street through 

a partnership with the Enos Park Neighborhood and 

the City of Springfield. The program offers up to four 

artists short- or long-term residencies which provide 

living and studio space, and a community through 

which to reflect and engage their work. Currently 

housing the resident glass artist, Dollar says she hopes 

to fill the upper floor once people feel safer about 

traveling and hanging out. Artists can come from two 

weeks to 12 months and pay minimal rent. “They can 

work on own projects but are asked to do something 

that engages the location or the people in Enos Park,” 

remarks Dollar. 

Michael Victor II Art Library has over 3500 

offerings, primarily books and a few CDs, on the topic 

of art, from technique to history to visual displays, and 

includes a small children's section. Anyone can check 

out materials, and the library is also connected to the 

inter-library loan system in the region. The library of-

fers occasional events such as an annual book sale 

alongside the popular YART sale, featuring used art 

and crafting supplies, as well as Art History Happy 

Hour, featuring wine and a lecture by a local art expert 

(and sometimes a hands-on topic-relevant art project). 

SAA puts on a variety of events and fundraisers 
each year, often participatory, both on and off campus. 

Some of these have gone virtual during the pandemic 

while others have been canceled. Check the website 

for current information. 

Edwards Place Fine Art Fair is the most popu-

lar neighborhood event, occurring over a weekend in 

late September, and coinciding with the Enos Park 

Historic Home Tour. Juried artists from across the 

country display their artwork for sale, with live enter-

tainment, activities for kids, and refreshments for sale. 

This was a modified event in 2020. 

Edwards Place Historic Home is a restored 

Italianate mansion that tells the story of social and do-

mestic life in Springfield in the era of Abraham Lin-

coln. Tours are normally offered Tuesday through Sat-

urday, or by appointment, April through December, 

but are halted due to coronavirus restrictions. Virtual 

tours are available. Traveling Trunks, featuring hands-

Continued from page 3 

Continued on page 5 
The duplex serving as living and working quarters for the 

Artist in Residence, during the 2017 Terrain Biennial. 
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on materials, are available for free to educational and 

other groups, and include lesson plans. 

“A fairly extensive list of new little historical educa-

tional snippets are on the  website [edwardsplace.org], 

with everything from tea traditions to calling cards to 

clothing, all kinds of stuff,” says Dollar. “They are 

only a few minutes long, and are fun and interesting 

for anyone interested in the mid-19th century lifestyle 

here in Springfield.” 

Memberships are available for individuals and 

families, and include discounts on classes and pur-

chases. SAA welcomes volunteers. Walk the grounds 

and see some awesome art, including the chrome buf-

falo. 

On a personal note, my older child has taken art clas-

ses and participated in summer camps even before we 

lived in Enos Park. In the last few years, she partici-

pated in the high school mural camp, making our 

neighborhood and beyond a more beautiful place by 

assisting with the Vachel Lindsay mural at 4th and 

Jefferson, the prairie flowers mural at Wild Rose Arti-

sans Boutique at 115 N. 6th, and the panels that make 

up the Illinois mural on Clearlake. She has always 

been treated with warmth and care, and given encour-

agement and support in her artistic endeavors. 

I have taken a variety of art classes over the years, and 

participated in the ceramics open studio. I was amazed 

at the improvement in my drawing skills from your 

typical stick figure people to creating realistic draw-

ings in just one session of drawing lessons. I took 

great joy in collaborating with two artists in residence. 

I have appreciated all the help in enabling my special-

needs kid to participate in classes and camps. The 

staff is always courteous and helpful. 

“We are here and we love the neighborhood. We try to 

do as much as we can to keep neighborhood profile up 

and positive,” states Dollar. Truly, SAA is a treasure 

for our city, and having it close at hand in our walka-

ble and creative neighborhood is a treasure beyond 

compare. 

Springfield Art Association 

700 N. 4th 

217-523-2631 

www.springfieldart.org 

— Carey Smith 

Continued from page 4 

Barbee Dream Designs 

Barbee Dream Designs is the new 

sister company of Barbee Dream 

Photos (both owned by Keshia 

Barbee). Focusing on graphic design 

and art, Barbee Dream Designs plans on 

offering a wide range of digital and 

physical products featuring original 

artwork. 

As a former librarian and lifelong reader 

Keshia returned to her love of books for 

her flagship product, a line of originally 

designed magnetic bookmarks. 

Stay up to date with new products and announcements—follow her on Facebook 

@BarbeeDreamDesigns. 

For information about ordering email  barbeedreamdesigns@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/barbeedreamdesigns
mailto:barbeedreamdesigns@gmail.com
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After falling into disrepair, the former fire station at 

601 N. Grand Ave. E. is getting a facelift. Don Cave, 

who purchased the property in October, has already 

redone the façade and says he plans to continue work-

ing on the building in the spring. 

“I didn’t want to see it torn down, it’s a neat old build-

ing,” said Cave, who said he had been keeping an eye 

on the property while it was on the market over the 

last couple of years. 

The building was briefly used as a resale store, but has 

been largely vacant since the owner of Tomahawk 

Awards, Barbara Chesser, retired in 2015 and sold the 

business. 

Cave said he already has the second floor rented out. 

“The upstairs is beautiful, the owner of Tomahawk 

lived up there.” He’s currently using the lower level as 

storage space for his auction business, Cave Auction 

Services, but says he will advertise it for lease once he 

completes additional renovations. 

Cave, who was previously the managing broker for 

Coldwell Banker Springfield, moved to Florida last 

year but said he kept his Illinois real estate and auc-

tion licenses. 

“Five of my seven children live in Illinois still and I 

have rental property there, so I go back and forth,” he 

said. “I was born and raised in Sangamon County. I 

spent 50 years there, so it’s hard to leave completely.” 

— Michelle Ownbey 

A fresh face for 601 North Grand Avenue East 

Malachi and Corey Payne 

on their daily walk around 

the neighborhood, looking 

at holiday decorations. 

 
Photo by Bethany Payne 
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Every year seems to have the same pattern: ring in the 

New Year; bid good riddance to the old; and make 

resolutions to lose weight, get organized, and general-

ly be a better person. Typically, it seems those resolu-

tions are broken, well, by the time you’re reading this.  

We put a lot of pressure on ourselves to make the holi-

days perfect, right from Thanksgiving through New 

Year, and then we dive headlong into keeping all 

those New Year resolutions. It’s no wonder by the 

time February comes and we’re deep into an Illinois 

winter that many of us are frustrated and feeling de-

feated.  

This year I propose doing it differently. Don’t make 

any resolutions. Instead, look at yourself and focus on 

the things you can do, the things you’re already good 

at, the things you can offer others. Don’t give in to the 

myth that you have to get it all right. It’s ok to make 

mistakes. It’s ok not to be perfect. It’s ok not to know 

everything.   

I believe each of us has God-given gifts and talents 

that don’t always get used. I know some of you may 

say there’s nothing special about you, and I would tell 

you you’re absolutely wrong. Each of us is unique, 

and each of us has something to offer.  

Here’s my challenge to you. Find something you’re 

good at and let me know. Then, let me know some-

thing you want to learn. We’ll keep track of this at 

Kumler Outreach Ministries and then make the con-

nections between those who want to share their gifts 

and those who want to learn. (We may have to get cre-

ative to connect people, but it’s worth it.) If we’re be-

ing honest with ourselves, each of us has something to 

offer and something to learn. 

In closing, I want to share “Wesley’s Covenant Pray-

er”. John Wesley started the Methodist movement in 

England in the 1700’s, and at the beginning of the 

year, United Methodists often use his covenant prayer 

to begin again, to turn ourselves over to God. The 

prayer reminds us we are not alone as we go through 

life.  

“I am no longer my own, but thine. Put me to what 

thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. Put me to 

doing, put me to suffering. Let me be employed by 

thee or laid aside for thee, exalted for thee or brought 

low for thee. Let me be full, let me be empty. Let me 

have all things, let me have nothing. I freely and 

heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, thou art mine, and I am thine. So be 

it. And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it 

be ratified in heaven. Amen.” 

— Sharon Brown, 

Kumler Outreach Ministries 

217-523-2269 / kumlerumc@hotmail.com 

No more New Year resolutions 

A bit of color 

in the neighborhood, 

despite the overcast 

and gray days. 

 
Photo by Bethany Payne 

mailto:kumlerumc@hotmail.com
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The Swiss Cheese Model of Pandemic Defense 

Lately, in the ongoing conversation about how to de-

feat the coronavirus, experts have made reference to 

the “Swiss cheese model” of pandemic defense. 

Multiple layers of protection, imagined as cheese slic-

es, block the spread of the new coronavirus, SARS-

CoV-2, the virus that causes Covid-19. No one layer is 

perfect; each has holes, and when the holes align, the 

risk of infection increases. But several layers com-

bined — social distancing, plus masks, plus hand-

washing, plus testing and tracing, plus ventilation, 

plus government messaging — significantly reduce 

the overall risk. Vaccination will add one more protec-

tive layer. 

“Pretty soon you’ve created an impenetrable barrier, 

and you really can quench the transmission of the vi-

rus,” said Dr. Julie Gerberding… 

“But it requires all of those things, not just one of 

those things,” she added. “…We want to believe that 

there is going to come this magic day when suddenly 

300 million doses of vaccine will be available and we 

can go back to work and things will return to normal. 

That is absolutely not going to happen fast.” 

Until vaccines are widely available and taken, she 

said, “we will need to continue masks and other com-

mon-sense measures to protect ourselves and others.” 

Rose Wong, New York Times 

Read the full story at 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/05/health/coronavirus-swiss-cheese-infection-mackay.html 

By Siobhan Roberts, excerpted from the New York Times Dec 5, 2020 

www.EPNIA.com facebook.com/EnosPark  twitter.com/epnia 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/05/health/coronavirus-swiss-cheese-infection-mackay.html
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City Announcements 

Large Item Pickup 

Springfield residents living within the city's corporate 

limits are eligible to participate in the city's free large 

item pick up collection. Habitat for Humanity accepts 

residential scheduled drop offs in addition to curbside 

pickup. 

To schedule a drop off or pick up: 

Springfield residents can call Habitat for Humanity 

at 217.523.2710. 

Schedule ONLINE at: 

https://www.springfield.il.us/Departments/

PublicWorks/LargeItem.aspx. 

Whether registering for the program online or over the 

phone, residents will be asked what item(s) they have 

and, in return, will be given a collection date. All par-

ticipants of the program requesting pick up are asked to 

place items curbside and to not place items curbside un-

til 24 hours before their scheduled pick up. 

Know A Police Officer 

Interested in Joining SPD? 

The Springfield Police Department (SPD) is currently 

hiring officers with active law enforcement experience. 

If you or someone you know has been employed as a 

full-time officer for at least 18-months, we encourage 

you to look at joining our team! 

Visit the police website at: 

https://www.springfield.il.us/Departments/

HumanResources/PoliceLateral.aspx 

for a complete list of eligibility requirements or to ap-

ply. Deadline to apply is January 17, 2021, at 11:00 

p.m. (CST). 

Celebrate 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Day 

January 18, 2021 

2020 Enos Park Neighborhood 
Improvement Association 

Board Members 
Caleb Payne, President ........ 309-270-8240, info@epnia.com 
Fletcher “Bud” Farrar, Vice President ............ 217-523-2801 
Jason Vincent, Treasurer ................................. 217-801-0244 
Shannan Karrick, Director .............................. 309-696-8938 
Ryan Mobley, Director.................................... 217-801-8225 
Donna Smylie, Director .................................. 217-816-4128 
Marcus Stewart, Director ................................ 217-816-4928 
Dave Steward, Director ................................... 217-622-6591 

Associate Positions (non-voting) 
Betsy Dollar, SAA .......................................... 217-523-2631 
Alex Worix, SIU ....................................................................  
Michelle Ownbey ............................................ 217-553-4629 

2020 Enos Park Development 

Board Members 
Kirk Jefferis .................................................... 217-971-2258 
Linda Maier ..................................................... 217-971-9138 
Michelle Ownbey ................ 217-553-4629, info@epnia.com 
Larry Quenette ................................................ 217-414-7227 

All eligible city residents qualify for FREE 

scheduled residential curbside pick up of 

up to six (6) items per calendar year. 

Pick up can be divided into two (2) transactions of 

three (3) items per scheduled pick up or one (1) 

scheduled pick up of up to six (6) items. 

Did You Know? 

https://www.springfield.il.us/Departments/PublicWorks/LargeItem.aspx
https://www.springfield.il.us/Departments/PublicWorks/LargeItem.aspx
https://www.springfield.il.us/Departments/HumanResources/PoliceLateral.aspx
https://www.springfield.il.us/Departments/HumanResources/PoliceLateral.aspx
mailto:info@epnia.com
mailto:info@epnia.com
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I have been carrying on Lola Lucas’s “At Home in the 

Park” for many years now. This will be my last 

column—I hope some of you will continue the 

tradition. I should write about 50 years living in Enos 

Park, Neighbors loved and some lost, houses loved 

and some lost, newsy items from the past. Instead, I 

will give here “Five Fantastic Things” that I wrote 

down many years ago after years of grappling with 

these thoughts. Perhaps they’ll be meaningful to you.   

Fantastic Thing #1: That there is anything at all. That 

there is space, matter, time, electrons, neutrinos, 

atoms, and all whirling around: that there is simply the 

verb, “to be.” That “is” is!... There is not a blessed 

reason why there should be anything. It boggles the 

imagination. Whether your answer is God, or chance, 

or you simply shake your head in amazement, it’s still 

just as unlikely, improbable, enigmatic, inexplicable, 

and fantastic. 

Fantastic Thing #2: That life exists, on this rock, or 

anywhere else. Since we now know that there are 

millions of galaxies it would be remarkable indeed if 

it happened here only—life, as opposed to inert 

matter, rocks, atoms, etc. How unlikely. How 

mysterious. How fantastic! 

Fantastic Thing #3: That cognizant life exists: that 

we’re here, knowing, and knowing that we know. 

Thinking life that can entertain a String Theory, build 

a particle accelerator, compose Bach cantatas, Middle 

Earth, Selidor. Reasoning life, that can look on a 

situation and problem-solve.  

Fantastic Thing #4: That there are such things as 

emotions and spirit that go along with our life—that 

we experience compassion, empathy, reverence, a 

sense of justice and fair play—and that we are capable 

of that most unlikely, most improbable, most un-think

-up-able blending of emotion and spirit-- love. 

Fantastic Thing #5: That I, that you, individually, a 

self-aware self, am/are here, now, alive, reasoning. 

Creating, weeping, worshiping, loving, dancing. The 

odds of this particular occurrence must be one to 

infinity.  

These remain my five fantastic things. Here’s to Enos 

Park’s continuing community spirit and to the life of 

this column and the Banner! 

— Jackie Jackson 

AT  H O M E  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement 
Association, Inc. The editor is Carey Smith. Circulation 
is 500, distributed at the beginning of each month. 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad: 
Call 708-580-8432 or Email info@epnia.com. 
The deadline for copy is the 20th.  

Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page  $15    $37.50 for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page  $20    $50.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page  $40  $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page  $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full page  $125 $312.50 for 3 mo. 

Lola Lucas’s column 
continues, hosted by Lola’s 
friends, and occasionally by 
Lola herself through past 
writings. 

Five Fantastic Things 

mailto:info@epnia.com

