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Find Your Holiday Spirit 

at the Creative Reuse Marketplace! 
Creative Reuse Marketplace (CRM) is 

a community partner of the Enos Park 

Neighborhood. Located downtown at 

122 S. Fourth, CRM is home to 

treasures galore for the creative among 

us. CRM Advisory Council member 

Adena Rivas says they have an 

amazing amount and selection of 

material for quilters and other folks 

who do fiber arts. Prices are 

significantly less than retail stores! 

CRM's physical store is open for 

shopping: 

• Wednesdays & Fridays 10am - 

5pm 

• Saturdays 10am - 3pm 

Sales benefit their workforce training 

program. 

CRM has an online store as well, with 

pick up and some delivery options. 

The online store does not include their 

in-store options. 

CreativeReuseMarketplace.org/ 

our-online-store 

Currently, CRM not accepting 

donations, as our community has been 

so giving they have completely run out 

of space. 

This holiday season, don't stress about 

consumer goods stuck in bottlenecked 

ports. Craft your love and care into 

gifts for the whole family! 

— Carey Smith 

December Meeting 

12/14 

The Enos Park Neighborhood 

Improvement Association 

Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 

December 14 at 7 pm. at Third 

Presbyterian Church, 1030 N. 

7th. 

Brenna Tierney, the 

communications and program 

administrator at Creative Reuse 

Marketplace, will give a 

presentation and do an interactive 

and fun art/craft activity with the 

audience. 

Michelle Ownbey will give 

an update on the TIF and other 

available programs that may 

provide assistance in home 

renovation. 

https://creativereusemarketplace.org/our-online-store
https://creativereusemarketplace.org/our-online-store
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The Enos Park TIF expired in December 2020, mean-

ing our programs to provide assistance to homeowners 

renovating their houses or down payment assistance to 

veterans and first responders have been on hold. How-

ever, an extension was finally passed during the end 

of the veto session, which will generate approximately 

an additional $6 million over the next 12 years to rein-

vest in the neighborhood and encourage redevelop-

ment. Thanks to Mayor Jim Langfelder and Ward 5 

Alderwoman Keisha Purchase for making this a prior-

ity and not giving up in the face of continued opposi-

tion, and thank you to the state legislators who voted 

to continue this important tool for our neighborhood. 

What this means is that the city’s Office of Planning 

and Economic Development is now accepting new ap-

plications for these programs: 

The Exterior Rehabilitation Program 
A matching grant program that provides up to $15,000 

of assistance to property owners of residential owner-

occupied properties for permanent improvements. Eli-

gible exterior improvements include repair and/or re-

placement of the following:  

• Exterior painting or siding 

• Tuck-pointing, masonry 

• Roofs 

• Porches and exterior stairs (street facing/front of 

house) 

The First Responder and Veteran Home 

Purchase Program 

• Provides down payment assistance for the pur-

chase of an existing home or new construction. 

Home Purchase Incentive 

• 10% of the purchase price up to $20,000 TIF grant 

for purchase of a single-family, owner-occupied 

residential property. 

New Construction Incentive 

• New construction at market rate for owner-

occupied residential property. 

• 10% of the purchase price up to $20,000 TIF grant 

as reimbursement for site preparation. Eligible cat-

egories may include infrastructure costs and archi-

tectural fees. 

For more information, contact Ravi Doshi, Economic 

Development Officer and TIF Administrator, at 217-

789-2377. Applications can also be downloaded at 

www.epnia.com. 

Enos Park TIF Update 

Winter Solstice 
December 21, 2021 

http://www.epnia.com/
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2021 Enos Park Neighborhood 
Improvement Association 

Board Members 
Caleb Payne, President ........ 309-270-8240, info@epnia.com 
Fletcher “Bud” Farrar, Vice President ............. 217-523-2801 
Jason Vincent, Treasurer ................................. 217-801-0244 
Shannan Karrick, Director ............................... 309-696-8938 
Ryan Mobley, Director .................................... 217-801-8225 
Donna Smylie, Director ................................... 217-816-4128 
Marcus Stewart, Director ................................. 217-816-4928 
Dave Steward, Director ................................... 217-622-6591 

Associate Positions (non-voting) 
Betsy Dollar, SAA ........................................... 217-523-2631 
Alex Worix, SIU .....................................................................  
Michelle Ownbey ............................................ 217-553-4629 

2021 Enos Park Development 

Board Members 
Kirk Jefferis ..................................................... 217-971-2258 
Linda Maier ..................................................... 217-971-9138 
Michelle Ownbey ................ 217-553-4629, info@epnia.com 
Larry Quenette ................................................. 217-414-7227 

For a full list of activities in Enos Park, 

check out our social calendar: 

www.epnia.com/events/calendar/ 

December 2021 

S M T W R F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

The Terrain Biennial concluded as of mid-November, 

with the outdoor art exhibits making our neighborhood 

a place of interest for both residents and visitors alike. 

The artist presenting at 847 N. Seventh, however, has 

arranged for her work to remain indefinitely. Kalaija 

Mallery's “The Wishing Well” will be kept in situ for 

prolonged community engagement. 

Mallery writes, “I first and foremost wanted to thank 

you for hosting me this year, as the lot was perfect for 

the project. I had a wonderful time installing the work 

and meeting the neighbors in the area.” 

The next Terrain Biennial will be in 2023. 

Terrain Biennial Concludes 

mailto:info@epnia.com
mailto:info@epnia.com
https://www.epnia.com/events/calendar/
https://www.epnia.com/events/calendar/
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COVID VACCINE BOOSTERS 

RECOMMENDED 
The CDC now recommends booster 

shots for all adults ages 18 years 

and older who received their second 

dose of the vaccine at least six 

months ago. 

The CDC continues to encourage the 47 million 

adults who are not yet vaccinated to get vaccinated as 

soon as possible to protect themselves, their families, 

loved ones and communities. It also strongly 

encourages those who were already eligible — older 

populations and individuals with underlying medical 

conditions — to get boosted before the holidays. 

Booster shots are available through the Sangamon 

County Department of Public Health, at various local 

pharmacies (CVS, Walgreens, etc.), and through your 

local doctor. 

PROJECT RELIEF:  

UTILITY BILL ASSISTANCE 
City Water, Light and Power customers who need 

help paying their bill could qualify for assistance from 

the utility’s Project RELIEF program. The first step 

in applying for assistance is to call the CWLP 

Project RELIEF Office at 217.789.2414 on or after 

Wednesday, December 1. Customers meeting the 

minimum eligibility requirements will be scheduled 

for a meeting with Fifth Street Renaissance, the 

program’s administrator. 

To qualify for the program, a customer must have: 

• a total household income for the previous 90 days 

of no more than 150% of the Federal Poverty 

Guidelines; 

• a past-due CWLP bill; 

• not received Project RELIEF assistance in 2020-

2021 program season, excluding COVID 

emergency-funded program assistance; 

• exhausted all assistance resources including the 

Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 

(LIHEAP), 217.535.3120. 

See application co.sangamon.il.us/Portals/0/

Departments/Community%20Resources/

Docs/2021_Liheap_form.pdf?

ver=vrNytEpGwWbrGeOapwWPhQ%3D%3D 

Please note: Customers who have only water 

service from CWLP do not need to apply to 

LIHEAP first; and 

• the ability to cover a portion of their past-due bill, 

as required. 

Project RELIEF donations are collected primarily 

from CWLP customers who add $1 or more to their 

monthly bill along with City employee payroll 

contributions. All funds that are received for Project 

RELIEF go directly to those in need, without any 

amount being used to cover administrative costs. 

CWLP customers that would like to donate to the 

program can sign up to add $1 or more to their 

monthly bill online (CWLP.com/ServicesHome/

ServicesInformation/ProjectRelief.aspx). Those who 

would prefer to make a one-time contribution can 

mail a check or money order made payable to Project 

RELIEF and send it to Fifth Street Renaissance at 

1315 N. Fifth Street, Springfield, IL 62702. 

For more information on Project RELIEF, please visit 

CWLP'S website (CWLP.com/ServicesHome/

ServicesInformation/BillAssistance.aspx) 

Continued on page 5 

City of Springfield Announcements 

Joyous Kwanzaa 
December 26, 2021 until 

Saturday, January 1, 2022 

https://co.sangamon.il.us/Portals/0/Departments/Community%20Resources/Docs/2021_Liheap_form.pdf?ver=vrNytEpGwWbrGeOapwWPhQ%3D%3D
https://co.sangamon.il.us/Portals/0/Departments/Community%20Resources/Docs/2021_Liheap_form.pdf?ver=vrNytEpGwWbrGeOapwWPhQ%3D%3D
https://co.sangamon.il.us/Portals/0/Departments/Community%20Resources/Docs/2021_Liheap_form.pdf?ver=vrNytEpGwWbrGeOapwWPhQ%3D%3D
https://co.sangamon.il.us/Portals/0/Departments/Community%20Resources/Docs/2021_Liheap_form.pdf?ver=vrNytEpGwWbrGeOapwWPhQ%3D%3D
https://www.cwlp.com/ServicesHome/ServicesInformation/ProjectRelief.aspx
https://www.cwlp.com/ServicesHome/ServicesInformation/ProjectRelief.aspx
https://www.cwlp.com/ServicesHome/ServicesInformation/BillAssistance.aspx
https://www.cwlp.com/ServicesHome/ServicesInformation/BillAssistance.aspx
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ONE STOP CHRISTMAS SHOP 
Do you know a family in need this holiday season? 

The Springfield One Stop Christmas Shop is now 

accepting family sign-ups. The One Stop is a 

combination of area non-profits working together to 

provide families in our community who are less 

fortunate with the gift of hope and joy this season. 

Individuals must sign-up by December 10 to 

participate at one of the listed locations. The One 

Stop Shop will be open on December 17 and 18 at 

White Oaks Mall. Parents who are signed-up will 

have the opportunity to shop for their children for free 

for Christmas. 

To sign-up for the program, adults must have a 

picture ID and state medical card or birth 

certificate for all children. 

The goal of One Stop is to limit duplication of 

services to individual clients and eliminate the 

potential of some families getting multiple services 

causing other families to miss out on these much 

needed opportunities. By pulling together different 

agencies and their resources, it also increases 

donations and volunteerism through collaboration and 

community involvement. For how to sign-up, go to: 

facebook.com/OneStopChristmasShopSangamon 

The City of Springfield is a proud partner of this 

program. For more information on how to volunteer 

or for more details visit the website: 

SpringfieldOneStop.org/ 

WINTER FARMERS MARKET 
The next Winter Farmers Market will be Saturday 

December 18, at its new indoor/outdoor venue at the 

historic Union Station. Union Station is located at 

500 E. Madison Street and the market will take place 

from 8:00 a.m. – 12-noon. The Winter Market takes 

place each third Saturday of the month from 

November to April, for a total of six markets. The 

other market dates are January 15; February 19; 

March 19; April 16. 

LRS ICE RINK BY SANGAMON CEO 
Operating Hours for the Ice Rink - Hours may vary, 

subject to weather 

• Wednesdays and Fridays, 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

• Saturday and Sundays 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Downtown on the Old State Capitol Lawn, 

526 E. Adams Street 

• Meter parking is currently free. 

• Tickets must be purchased in advance online. No 

in-person tickets sold. 

More info: SangamonCEO.com/lrs-ice-rink-faqs/ 

RECYCLE YOUR HOLIDAY LIGHTS 
Do you have unused or broken holiday lights? No 

matter what holiday they are from, you can now drop 

them off to the City of Springfield to be recycled for 

free. Boxes are located in the lobby of Lincoln 

Library and also our Municipal Center West Building, 

300 S. 7th Street. This event is hosted by BLH 

Computers and donated proceeds go to Rotary Club 

of Springfield Sunrise. 

Continued from page 4 

https://www.facebook.com/OneStopChristmasShopSangamon
https://springfieldonestop.org/
https://sangamonceo.com/lrs-ice-rink-faqs/
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Third Presbyterian Church Programs 

“I, Mary” 

December 10 at 7:00pm 
There is no admission fee, however, the 

Third Presbyterian Church is taking 

donations to support two families they have 

adopted from the Parent Place in 

Springfield. Businesses may purchase an ad 

in the program or individuals may be 

sponsors. Please call the church office at 

217-528-0457 for information on how to 

participate. 

Boo Fest 
We had 83 in attendance for Boo Fest. In 

all areas it was not only a great success 

but a good opportunity for the Kids of 

the Enos Park Neighborhood and some 

surrounding areas to have a safe and fun 

time with a Halloween theme. 

I walked over to the The Neighborhood Gardens of 

Enos Park this morning on my break. As I stood, liter-

ally grounding myself, a train approached. The train 

line is less than 100 yards from the gardens, they pass 

by all day long. 

Every time I’m in the garden and a train goes by I’m 

struck by how I’m a small part in the story. The trains 

have been going by for over a hundred years. Millions 

of people have looked out the windows upon the homes 

and gardens of Enos Park. Thousands of people have 

stood in watching the trains pass. It is oddly connective 

for me. 

Whether today finds you in your garden, or traveling, I 

hope it is a good one. 

— Lauren Baker 

There’s still beauty 

in the gardens! Merry 

Christmas! 
 

From Enos Park 

 

December 25, 2021 

Cast members are from left to right: Owen Humphries - Junior Shepherd, Dequan Stamps (from Enos Park) - Main 

Shepherd, Sydney Geyston - The Midwife, Mitch McDevitt  - Joseph, Autumn Meyer - Mary. 

Continued on page 7 
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Continued from page 6 

The Gathering 
The Gathering is a program for Junior and 

Senior High Youth that meets every other 

Saturday for the remainder of the year. The 

dates remaining are December 4 and 

December 18.  

We meet from 4 until 6 p.m. The time of 4 was 

selected to coincide with the time the library 

closes so that any youth in this age group at the 

library would then just come upstairs. 

The agenda will be some variation of: 

• Introducing contemporary Christian Music 

• Fun dance routines 

• Topics for discussion like - peer pressure, 

being honest, giving thanks 

• A fun craft project to go with the theme 

• Group games 

• Possible community service 

• We have FOOD! Pizza, Sloppy Joes, Taco 

Salad, etc. 



V o l u m e  X X X I I ,  N u m b e r  1 2               P a g e  8  

I have a confession to make. 

I’m a Scrooge. 

Now, before you decide to stop reading, let me 

explain. I try to celebrate every holiday for its own 

sake. I’m that person who doesn’t want to see 

Christmas lights up before we’re putting the 

Thanksgiving leftovers in the refrigerator. And I admit 

I get annoyed when stores are selling Halloween 

candy, Thanksgiving decorations and advertising 

Black Friday sales all at the same time. 

I understand stores are trying to makes sales. I 

understand people take advantage of good weather to 

hang lights. And I even understand that three major 

retail holidays in the course of two months can be 

overwhelming. 

I believe as a society, we put too much pressure on 

ourselves to make every holiday a major event. I’ve 

realized I can’t do that, and I don’t. I’m not saying we 

shouldn’t celebrate the holidays; I’m just saying 

maybe we should rethink how we celebrate.  

Many years ago, my husband and I stopped giving 

gifts at Christmas, except to our parents. Part of this 

was out of necessity as jobs and income levels 

changed, but the resulting blessings were incredible. 

We were relieved of all the pressure that comes with 

finding the perfect gift and making sure everyone is 

happy. We have found ways to make Christmas 

memories without spending lots of money. We have 

time to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas and 

how important it is year-round, not just for a day or a 

season. 

For me as a Christian, Christmas embodies promise 

and hope. The promise and hope of a better life, the 

promise of an eternal life, and the knowledge that I am 

loved so unconditionally that God would die on a 

cross so my sins can be forgiven—not through any 

good deed I have done, but through His pure love.  

Christmas reminds me that it is never about me. It is 

about living life to serve others. It is about helping 

others learn to live their best lives, to live into their 

God-given potential. It is about following the example 

of a baby born in a stable who grew up to change the 

world, giving us the best gift ever. 

— Sharon Brown, 

Kumler Outreach Ministries 

kumlerumc@hotmail.com / 217-523-2269 

T h e  B a c k  P a g e  
Sharon Brown, Kumler Outreach Ministries 

The Best Gift Ever 

www.EPNIA.com facebook.com/EnosPark  twitter.com/epnia 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the EPNIA, Inc. 
The editor is Carey Smith. Circulation is 500, 

distributed at the beginning of each month. 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad: 
Call 217-747-8337 or Email info@epnia.com. 
The deadline for copy is the 20th.  

Advertising rates are: 

 1 Month 3 Months 1 Year 

1/16 Page $15.00  $37.50  $120.00  

1/8 Page $20.00  $50.00  $160.00  

1/4 Page $40.00  $100.00  $320.00  

1/2 Page $75.00  $187.50  $600.00  

Full Page $125.00  $312.50  $1,000.00  

mailto:kumlerumc@hotmail.com
mailto:info@epnia.com

