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Join us August 10! 

The next Enos Park Neighborhood 

Improvement Association meeting is 

Tuesday, August 10 at 7 p.m. in the 

cafeteria of the Third Presbyterian 

Church, 1030 N. 7th. 

Guest speaker will be Josh Sabo, co-

ordinator of Heartland Continuum 

of Care. Josh will speak about home-

lessness in Springfield and in our 

community, strategic planning, and 

offer a Q&A. 

Sabo served as lead pastor at Central 

Baptist Church for eight years, and his 

volunteer experience includes serving 

on the board of Compass for Kids and 

collaborating on projects with Down-

town Springfield, Inc. and Downtown 

Open Streets. He lives in Springfield 

with his wife and two children. 

Please join us for a "Kid Friendly 

Event" for Young People of All ages 

and parents too, at Third Presbyterian 

Church, from 10:00am-2:00pm on 

July 30. The church will host the 

activities on the parking lot (weather 

permitting; the event will be 

completely moved inside if inclement 

weather) and the adjacent Enos Park. 

There is no cost for this event and 

the church will also serve some lite 

refreshments. 

Games include: Ring Toss, Ball 

Toss, Golf Putting, Cornhole, Ping-

Pong, and lots of other games of skill. 

The church will also host a kickball 

game and whiffle ball game, and will 

have four square and jump ropes 

available. Also, the church will also 

provide some easy-to-make crafts for 

all ages and skill levels. 

No reservation is needed, just come 

and enjoy the fun. If you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to 

call 217-528-0457 

Games, Games, Crafts & More Games 
Friday, July 30 
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Terrain Biennial Seeks Host Homes 

Terrain Biennial connects homeowners with artists, 

with public art projects developed on site. The home-

owner does nothing except offer their home. Artists ei-

ther present work on the front lawn, the porch or facade 

of the house or sometimes even in windows—and this 

is all decided in cooperation with the homeowner. The 

artist should be allowed a certain to degree of latitude 

in terms of the work they are showing, so if a home-

owner is interested and feels like they can be support-

ive, they are a great fit! 

We do ask that all artists and hosts sign a waiver. The 

Terrain Biennial will run from October 1 to November 

15. If you would be interested in having your property 

considered as a potential site for an art installation, 

please email allisonlacher@gmail.com for more details. 

Terrain Biennial was founded in 2013 by artist Sabina 

Ott. The biennial was created on a volunteer basis in 

the spirit of community building through free and ac-

cessible public art installations and events staged in 

residential neighborhoods across the U.S. and world-

wide. This act of radical decentralization takes art from 

privileged urban centers and brings it into everyday 

spaces where it is most needed and least expected: 

yards, front steps, windows, porches, and roofs. 

In 2017, Enos Park became a satellite location for Ter-

rain Biennial, with 17 exhibitions throughout the neigh-

borhood. 

Many residents offered up the use of their houses, and 

Enos Park Development provided a list of 75 vacant 

lots from which artists could choose. A kick-off event 

with live music and food drew visitors from around the 

city and even other parts of the state, which continued 

through the six-week exhibition period. The Terrain Bi-

ennial returned in 2019 to another enthusiastic recep-

tion, expanding to 20 sites, and we are now planning 

for the third round later this fall. 

The 2021 Terrain Biennial will be held from October 1 

through November 15, with a kick off event the first 

weekend. Allison Lacher and Jeff Robinson are once 

again co-organizing the Terrain Biennial in Enos Park, 

along with the Springfield Art Association. 

mailto:allisonlacher@gmail.com
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St. John’s College of Nursing Adopts a Street 

St. John’s College of Nursing is pleased to announce 

they have adopted a stretch of North 9th Street, just 

east of the main college campus, from East Madison 

Street to North Grand Avenue, through the City of 

Springfield’s Adopt-a-Street Program. 

The first cleaning took place Monday, July 19 at noon. 

Students and faculty alike helped clear the roadway of 

litter and debris. 

“The college is always looking to enhance our 

involvement in community service,” said Cheryl 

Pope, MSN, RN, assistant professor at St. John’s 

College of Nursing. “Working in health care is a 

calling and a service to one’s community. We want 

our students to be empathetic and caring outside the 

clinical setting as well.” 

The street cleaning will qualify as community service 

hours for students who participate. Once a St. John’s 

College of Nursing student reaches enough service 

hours, they earn a community cord upon graduation as 

recognition of their volunteer commitments outside 

the classroom. 

“We are so proud of our students and faculty who 

volunteered their time to clean 9th Street today,” said 

Charlene Aaron, PhD, RN, chancellor of St. John’s 

College. “The college not only helps bring talented 

nurses into our community, but it also brings students 

and faculty to Springfield who genuinely care about 

the cities and communities in which they work.” 

If you are interested in applying to St. John’s College 

of Nursing, visit hshs.org/stjohnscollege/. 

The Adopt-a-Street program recognizes volunteers 

who keep the city’s roadways free from litter and 

debris. Individuals, community groups, business 

owners, schools, churches, and service clubs are 

invited to participate. At least a half-mile of an 

approved city street must be adopted for at least one 

year, and cleanups must be conducted three times per 

year. Adoptions are renewed annually. If you are 

interested in adopting a street in Springfield, visit 

https://www.springfield.il.us/Departments/

PublicWorks/AdoptAStreet.aspx 

https://www.hshs.org/stjohnscollege/
https://www.springfield.il.us/Departments/PublicWorks/AdoptAStreet.aspx
https://www.springfield.il.us/Departments/PublicWorks/AdoptAStreet.aspx
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2021 Enos Park Neighborhood 
Improvement Association 

Board Members 
Caleb Payne, President ....... 309-270-8240, info@epnia.com 

Fletcher “Bud” Farrar, Vice President ............. 217-523-2801 

Jason Vincent, Treasurer .................................. 217-801-0244 

Shannan Karrick, Director ............................... 309-696-8938 

Ryan Mobley, Director .................................... 217-801-8225 

Donna Smylie, Director ................................... 217-816-4128 

Marcus Stewart, Director ................................. 217-816-4928 

Dave Steward, Director .................................... 217-622-6591 

Associate Positions (non-voting) 
Betsy Dollar, SAA ........................................... 217-523-2631 

Alex Worix, SIU ....................................................................  

Michelle Ownbey ............................................. 217-553-4629 

2021 Enos Park Development 

Board Members 
Kirk Jefferis ..................................................... 217-971-2258 

Linda Maier ..................................................... 217-971-9138 

Michelle Ownbey ................ 217-553-4629, info@epnia.com 

Larry Quenette ................................................. 217-414-7227 

Branch Pick Up Week of August 23 

The city of Springfield’s branch collection has been 

expanded to four pick-ups a year. Branch collection 

will now occur in each neighborhood in May, August, 

November and February. Crews will work in a specif-

ic area of the city each week. The next pick-up for the 

Northeast quadrant, which includes Enos Park, will be 

the week of August 23. Please make sure to have your 

branches set at the curb by 6 a.m. that Monday morn-

ing. Branches left along the alley will not be collected. 

Another option is to drop off your branches at Evans 

Recycling, 2100 David Jones Parkway, which is free 

of charge for Springfield residents. Evans Recycling is 

open Monday-Friday from 7 a.m.-5 p.m. and Satur-

day, 7 a.m.-noon. Bring a copy of your CWLP bill, in-

cluding the page that lists the “waste and recycling” 

service fee, as proof of residency. This monthly ser-

vice fee is what covers the cost of programs such as 

branch drop off, plus year-round yard waste pick up, 

electronics recycling drop off and other events. 

Smaller branches may be broken up and placed in 

yard waste bags as part of the city’s free yard waste 

pick-up. Yard waste is collected every other week, no 

stickers required. Bags must also be placed at the 

curb, not along the alley or behind a garage. 

— Michelle Ownbey 

mailto:info@epnia.com
mailto:info@epnia.com
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The Enos Park Beautification Collective 

The EPBC has begun to meet again in a purposeful 

way. In July, we discussed what kinds of things we 

may have time to accomplish before the home tours in 

September, as well as ways to support the Sculpture 

Garden and Orchard. We also brainstormed some BIG 

IDEAS for our future, from plantings to art to walking 

tours. 

We're pretty fired up about making our neighborhood 

an even more beautiful place to enjoy. If you'd like to 

join us in our planning, please email me (Carey) at 

info@epnia.com. We'd love to have you on our team! 

— Carey Smith 

City Announcements 

COMER COX PARK ACTIVITIES 
Calling all kids, teens and young adults! The 

Springfield Park District is hosting 10 weeks of FREE 

Drop-in Basketball FUN Nights at Comer Cox Park. 

This new program will run from July 20 through 

September 21 from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 

CUSTOMER SERVICE UPDATE 
Due to a staffing shortage, Waste Management has 

scaled back their recycling pickup from one time a 

week, to every other week. Due to the staffing issue, 

you can have multiple 18 gallon or less containers 

curbside for collection. Containers must be marked 

"Recycling". Waste Management hopes to resume 

regular curbside service at the end of August. 

Levitt AMP Springfield 

Schedule 

August 5 (final show!) 

• 6:00 PM Nectar 

• 7:00 PM Ratboys 

ILLINOIS STATE FAIR 

Thursday, 
August 12 

through 

Sunday, 
August 22 

For a full list of activities in Enos Park, 

check out our social calendar: 

www.epnia.com/events/calendar/ 

August 2021 

S M T W R F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

mailto:info@epnia.com
https://www.epnia.com/events/calendar/
https://www.epnia.com/events/calendar/
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Enos Park Neighborhood Gardens News 

There's nothing like a 

garden in the peak of 

summer. Tomatoes red 

and ripe, peppers dark-

ening by the day, and 

more cucumbers than 

any one person could 

eat. The summer rains 

have given us an abundance of luscious plants and the 

bounty they produce. We deliver 4-6 tubs of produce 

to Kumler Outreach Ministries Food Pantry twice 

weekly, and a box plus of produce to the Springfield 

Immigrant Advocacy Network once weekly. 

We also have another abundance—the weeds and 

grass grow nearly faster than our garden plants. If 

you've been at the garden or wandered past, you may 

have noticed that the lawn surrounding it is a bit long-

er than a typical yard. It's not from laziness! 

When the grass grows long, so does the clover. And 

the bunnies who live at the garden prize clover above 

any other food. If the grass is short, the bunnies help 

themselves to the salad bar in our garden. If the grass 

is long, they stick with the clover. 

Clover serves two other functions in our garden. It 

helps to fix atmospheric nitrogen into the soil, where 

it acts as a fertilizer. Technically, clover doesn't fix ni-

trogen itself, but creates an inviting environment for 

bacteria, which fix the nitrogen in the soil. Normally 

nitrogen fertilizer applied to a garden begins to evapo-

rate immediately, but the nitrogen nodules in the soil 

made by clover and bacteria are readily available to 

plants and do not evaporate. 

Clover is also quite popular with the bees. These bees 

are drawn to our garden by the clover, but go on to 

pollinate many of our other flowering garden plants. 

The pioneers used to plant “fairy gardens” of flowers 

to bless their gardens, but we now know these 

“fairies” are really bees, which bless our gardens by 

pollinating our food plants. We love clover so much 

we've planted additional white clover, as well as crim-

son clover, which is so strikingly beautiful, it could be 

a showcase flower all on its own. 

I'm writing this column before our Summer Jamboree, 

which happens July 25. I'm hoping we all have fun 

and enjoy the good food! We'll have another social 

event in October, the Campfire Singalong, with 

more good food and entertainment. 

I was working at the garden this week, and someone 

asked me where my home church is. I told them, 

“You're standing in it!” Though I am not a typical 

church goer, I find my relationship to the divine 

through this world of beauty and its continued crea-

tion. I walk on sacred ground in our neighborhood 

garden. 

— Carey Smith 
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Every year in July, volunteers from the Your Obedient 

Servant Mission camp of Petersburg United Methodist 

Church come help with any projects Kumler Outreach 

Ministries may have.  

And every year, these enthusiastic, fearless junior high 

and senior high youth remind me of what it means to 

live our best lives. These kids are so eager to help, are 

willing to do anything asked of them, and do not 

hesitate to jump right in—even if they’ve never done 

something before.  

This year, the volunteers hauled and spread mulch in 

the garden on a hot, muggy July day. They may never 

have wielded a wheelbarrow in their life, but they 

pressed on. I’m sure they were bone-tired at the end of 

the day, but they learned something new, and the 

garden looks the better for it. 

Other volunteers weeded a wildly-overgrown flower 

bed at the Outreach Center, and while I don’t think 

I’ve ever seen people swing a garden hoe so high, we 

managed to end the day injury-free. The youth learned 

that sometimes a more delicate touch is what you need 

to clear away the weeds and let the plants shine 

through. 

A third group overhauled our dormant sewing 

classroom by clearing out non-sewing related items, 

moving furniture, sorting fabric and setting up the 

room for its reboot. It wasn’t until the work was all 

done that the volunteers realized the difference they 

had made between “before” and “after”.  

I write all this to remind us that sometimes we spend a 

lot of time thinking about what we’re going to do, 

weighing the pros and cons and analyzing the 

situation until we run out of time to actually do 

anything.  

Don’t get me wrong. I’m all for having a plan, but 

sometimes we can think something out of existence. 

We forget it’s ok to forge ahead, even if we make a 

mistake or it’s not perfect. Sometimes we need to just 

jump right in. We need to fill that wheelbarrow, wield 

that garden hoe, throw away the clutter and just live. 

— Sharon Brown, 

Kumler Outreach Ministries 

kumlerumc@hotmail.com 

217-523-2269 

T h e  B a c k  P a g e  
Sharon Brown, Kumler Outreach Ministries 

Jump in and live 

www.EPNIA.com facebook.com/EnosPark  twitter.com/epnia 
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