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Homelessness in the 

Enos Park Neighborhood 

Hi neighbors and friends of Enos 

Park! It's Tiffany Lapp here thinking 

about one of the major issues some of 

us have been noticing in and around 

our little slice of heaven. There seems 

to be many more people facing 

homelessness sitting in the parkways, 

by Kumler UMC and in the parks. Of 

course, my Christian heart broke when 

I saw "Tent City" spring up in the lot 

around the warming center at E 

Madison and N 11th last Fall. I feel 

that all humans deserve basics like 

food and shelter because we make 

sure that all domestic animals have 

that, so certainly humans deserve at 

least that! I know that many people 

are a single paycheck away from 

homelessness and it doesn't have to do 

with choices. Well, unless you mean 

choices like buying medicine or 

electricity that month. 

My husband Jeff and I lost a home in 

2009 and spent 14 months living week 

to week in a motel. It wasn't drugs, 

alcohol or gambling that got us there, 

but complicated circumstances 

including not having savings, Jeff 

losing his job and becoming 

underemployed, and my physical 

disabilities keeping me from working 

at all. We also "fell between the 

cracks" for most assistance due to not 

being actually on the street, staying 

married and not having children.  

It's insulting to me when people see 

homeless or panhandlers and shout, 

"Get a job" as if it's a laziness 

problem. For many people, it's an 

issue like a flat tire or a sick child, and 

missing a few days of work. When 

you're making $9 per hour at 29 hours 

per week at two different jobs, you 

don't see your kids and still can't 

afford your rent, utilities, car payment 

and child care on the $1670 a month 

you take home. NO WONDER you 

get food stamps, have no savings and 

missing a few days of work can put 

you on the street! 

I decided to try to find out what I 

could about this real problem plaguing 

families here in Springfield and 

around the USA. I joined the 

Heartland Continuum of Care to see 

what I could learn and what I could 

possibly do to help. I met Josh Sabo, 

an amazing person charged with a 

tough task, and asked him the 

Continued on page 2 
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questions I thought many of us had. Here's what we 

talked about:  

1. Who are you? How did you become involved 

with Springfield's homeless problem? 

I began as the Coordinator for the Heartland 

Continuum of Care in May of 2020. This is a new 

position in our community created from a partnership 

between the Continuum, the Community Foundation 

for the Land of Lincoln, and the City of Springfield to 

help facilitate and coordinate the local system of 

homeless shelters, services and housing. In January of 

2021, the position became a part of Sangamon County 

to ensure sustainability during the development of a 

community wide strategic planning process that will 

help guide the long term plan for the position.  

I have lived in Springfield since 2004 and prior to 

accepting the Coordinator position, I worked at a 

church in downtown Springfield. I believe the whole 

community has a role to play in helping to ensure 

appropriate support is in place for our neighbors facing 

housing instability and I'm excited to be able to devote 

energy to supporting our agencies, local government 

bodies, and community partners and advocates working 

to make the experience of homelessness rare, brief, and 

non-recurring.  

2. What is the Heartland Continuum of Care?  

Our federal government's strategy to address 

homelessness has revolved around each community 

having a local planning body that is responsible for 

coordinating the full range of homelessness services in 

a geographic area, known as a continuum of care. The 

Heartland Continuum of Care is the local planning 

body for Sangamon County.  

3. What are you hoping to achieve with the 

community wide Strategic Plan that is being 

developed? 

Throughout 2020 and into 2021, a group of community 

members including leaders from public, private and not

-for profit organizations located within Springfield/

Sangamon County have been working to begin a 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Next Meeting! 

Date: April 13, 2021 

Time:  7:00pm-8:15pm 

Location: Third Presbyterian’s Sanctuary 

Video of the event will be shared online 

afterwards. We ask that you wear masks 

inside the church. Thank you! 

In Memoriam: Cyd LaBonte 

The Bicycle Doctor, located at 1037 N. 5th St., has 

always been a great supporter of Enos Park, 

providing and repairing bikes for kids from 

McClernand Elementary as well as participants in 

the summer bike club. We extend our deepest 

sympathy to Robert LaBonte on the loss of his 

wife, Cyd. Cydne J. LaBonte, 65 died Sunday, 

March 21, 2021, at her home. 

Cydne was born June 6, 1955, in Maine, the 

daughter of Ronald and Nancy Barrows 

Callarman. She married Robert A. LaBonte on 

August 3, 1979 in Lincoln Park on the bridge. 

Cydne graduated from Glenwood High School in 

1973 and was employed as an artist in various 

media throughout her life. She was a member of 

the Springfield Art Association and enjoyed 

gardening. 

She is survived by her husband, Robert LaBonte of 

New Berlin; mother, Nancy Anderson of 

Springfield; father, Ronald Callarman of Cantrall; 

siblings, Steve (Carol) Callarman of Springfield, 

Jeffrey Callarman of CO, and Beth (John) Lang of 

Springfield; and several aunts, uncles, nieces, 

nephews, and cousins. 

Memorial contributions may be made to: 

• The Springfield Art Association, 700 N. 4th 

St., Springfield, IL 62702 OR 

• The Animal Protective League, 1001 Taintor 

Rd, Springfield, IL 62702. 

https://www.springfieldart.org/donate.html
http://www.apl-shelter.org/donate
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process to develop a durable community consensus 

toward reducing and preventing homelessness in 

Sangamon County. The strategic planning process will 

draw upon extensive public engagement and identify 

best practices and promising practices that have 

proven successful in reducing homelessness in other 

communities. The goal of this process is to not just 

develop a plan but to foster the creation of a durable 

community consensus that leads to equitable progress 

in addressing the challenge of homelessness in 

Sangamon County. The last time an effort resembling 

this occurred was in 2003. Community interest in 

improving our collective care for people experiencing 

homeless is high and I'm hopeful that this process will 

provide clarity and lead to action. 

4. What is the timeline for implementation of 

recommendations? 

We are in the process now of working with firms to 

determine the exact time frame for the process and 

will make an announcement with more information in 

the coming weeks. I anticipate a process that is fluid 

so that when an area of improvement is recognized, 

action can begin to address it even as the strategic 

planning process continues to move forward. 

Community work to implement best practices has 

been underway with the adoption of the Crisis 

Response System in 2018 and that work will continue 

to move forward as this longer term strategy is 

developed.  

5. Can you speak to what should be done to 

help the street homeless--will the strategic 

plan address this?  

Our community's Crisis Response System is a key to 

making the experience of homelessness in Sangamon 

County rare, brief, and non-recurring. The following 

description adapted from the National Alliance to End 

Homelessness is a clear description of our system and 

what we hope to accomplish. 

An effective crisis response system achieves those 

goals through the following: 

Outreach: 

Outreach workers connect people at risk of or 

experiencing homelessness to coordinated entry, 

emergency services, and shelter. They work with 

other programs in the system to connect people to 

stable, permanent housing. 

Coordinated entry: 

Coordinated entry is a process designed to 

quickly identify, assess, refer and connect people 

in crisis to housing and assistance and services. 

Diversion and prevention: 

Prevention and diversion are important 

components of a community’s crisis response and 

can help it reduce the size of its homeless 

population. Prevention assistance can aid 

households in preserving their current housing 

situation while diversion prevents homelessness 

for people seeking shelter by helping them 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 

For a full list of activities in Enos Park, 

check out our social calendar 

at: www.epnia.com/events/calendar/ 
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identify immediate alternate housing 

arrangements and, if necessary, connecting them 

with services. 

Emergency shelters and interim housing: 

People experiencing a housing crisis or fleeing an 

unsafe situation need to find a place to stay, 

quickly. Emergency shelter and interim housing 

can fill this role in a crisis response system. These 

interventions should be low-barrier and align their 

goals and program activities with the larger 

system’s goals. 

Permanent housing: 

A crisis response system must have the capacity 

to connect people experiencing homelessness 

with permanent housing programs, such as rapid 

re-housing and permanent supportive housing, 

and other stable housing options. 

While our community continues to make strides and 

improve in each area of the Crisis Response System, 

the reality is that our system to address homelessness 

currently lacks the resources to address the magnitude 

of the challenge in Sangamon County. When we do 

not have access to enough options for permanent 

housing, people spend more time in emergency shelter 

and transitional housing environments and the longer 

people stay in emergency shelter the less beds we 

have available for people to come in off the streets to 

begin the work of moving toward stable housing. As 

our system becomes more effective and better 

resourced, we will be able to identify those 

experiencing homelessness, prevent homelessness 

when possible, connect people with housing quickly 

and provide services when needed. 

6. What can residents do to help homeless 

individuals? What should we not do? 

I think one of the challenges for people who have not 

experienced homelessness is that our misconceptions 

about the experience of homelessness and what could 

possibly lead to it can cause us to dehumanize our 

neighbors. Often, we make assumptions while having 

no idea what a person's experience of life has entailed. 

I think one of the most powerful things we can do is 

treat people experiencing homelessness with the same 

dignity and compassion that we would hope to 

receive. Beyond that, I think it is important for us to 

educate ourselves about what services are available in 

our community and what gaps in services exist. That 

can be a difficult task and one of the goals of the 

HCoC is to provide better opportunities for education 

through our facebook page, website, and other 

avenues. Opinions vary about how and when to give 

money and other items to people, I think that is a 

personal decision best made from a place of 

compassion and with an understanding of what 

supports are available in the community. 

Basically, in speaking with Josh, there's a lot going on 

behind the scenes and and lot needing to be done. The 

folks we saw sitting on the parkway at N 6th and 

Carpenter have the right to do so because it's deemed 

public space. Panhandlers have the right to beg for 

money according to The Constitution and the Supreme 

Court. If we can each remember to treat others with 

the respect we'd want to be treated with, we will all 

benefit. If there's laws being broken or personal space 

being violated, call the police. Otherwise, be kind.  

— Tiffany Lapp 

(Continued from page 3) 



https://www.epnia.com/flower-basket-spring-fundraiser/
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The Enos Park neighborhood is roughly bounded by Third and Ninth Streets on the west and east, and 

Carpenter and North Grand on the south and north. As you can see from this Bird's Eye View illustration of 

Springfield's far north end in 1867, our neighborhood was largely settled south of Enos Avenue, and mostly 

unpopulated to the north 

The Third Street railroad tracks run 

along the top of the picture, with the 

Tenth Street tracks along the bottom. 

We can see the Edwards Mansion near 

Fifth and Enos, as well as numerous 

other large and ornate buildings which 

made up suburban Springfield at the 

time. It's interesting to see the hilly 

landscape to the north upon which the 

Lincoln Park neighborhood was built. 

According to the Architectural 

Resource Survey (1997) by Fever 

River Research, a horse drawn trolley 

line was created along North Fifth 

Street in the late 1850's, connecting 

downtown with the newly-established Oak Ridge Cemetery. “The area along north Fifth, Sixth and Seventh 

Streets soon became the focus of 'suburban,' upper-class housing development. During the 1870s through 1890s, 

the project area completely infilled with housing with distinct divisions between the upper class housing along 

north Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Streets and working class housing located on each side of this corridor.” 

Today of course, the divisions among working class and upper class housing have diminished, with a number of 

larger homes being transitioned into affordable multi-family housing. Even in this past era, the neighborhood as 

a whole was diverse, with working class and the upper crust rubbing elbows. 

This is an illustration akin to a plat map, originally published in 

1894 by the Field Publishing Company. It shows that some blocks 

have already been subdivided into individual properties, while 

others remain wholly undeveloped. I was surprised to see that the 

lot where my own home is located was not yet subdivided in this 

1894 map, and yet was listed on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of 

1896, giving me a narrow window of time in which my home was 

built. 

The Sanborn Fire Insurance maps were created as a way to make 

sure that fire insurance companies had accurate information to 

insure homes and businesses. These were created in striking detail, 

outlining homes and outbuildings, as well as the nearest sources of 

Continued on page 7 

History and Architecture of the Jewel of Springfield 

Far north end of Springfield in 1867 

(Bird's Eye View of Springfield, Illinois 1867). 

Enos Park neighborhood as illustrated 

in the 1894 City of Springfield map 

(Field Publishing Company 1894). 
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water to put out fires. I discovered that the front of my home was not originally squared off, but had a recessed 

entrance, which explains the oddly placed brick foundation under my home. 

If you are interested in exploring these maps, Springfield's 1896 map is located here: https://www.loc.gov/item/

sanborn02163_003/ Maps of previous years do not show the Enos Park Neighborhood in its entirety, but do 

survey Springfield beginning in 1884 through 1922. 

This column will now go on hiatus during the gardening season, but I hope to jump back in for the October 

Banner. I hope you are enjoying learning about the history and architecture of our neighborhood as I am! 

Excerpts printed with permission from Floyd Mansberger, Fever River Research. 

— Carey Smith 

(Continued from page 6) 

Enos Park Neighborhood Garden News 

As garden coordinator, I'm pleased to announce that 

we are looking forward to a busy and productive 

2021! In preparation for spring planting, we converted 

our entire communal garden to 30 raised beds last fall, 

and filled them with topsoil and compost. I've been 

busy over the winter preparing and planning, as our 

neighborhood garden received almost $8500 in grants 

this past winter and fall. 

The first grant was from the Community Foundation 

for the Land of Lincoln and provides for a number of 

accessibility items in the garden, including wheelchair 

accessible beds and ergonomic tools. It also allows 

nine raised beds in our private plots area to be 

constructed and filled with topsoil and compost. Many 

thanks to volunteer Randy Jackson from Kumler 

United Methodist Church for spearheading the efforts 

to assemble the beds for our volunteer days, both for 

last fall and also for our upcoming spring volunteer 

day. 

This grant also has 

allowed us to present a 

series of gardening 

classes through 

facebook live every 

Saturday in February 

and March, as well as 

providing for social 

events throughout the year once it is safe to do so. We 

will also be purchasing a number of fruit trees, bushes, 

vines, and plants, as well as pollinator plants with this 

grant. Thanks go to the individual grantees providing 

the funds through the Community Foundation: Boulay

-Han Family Fund, Hanson Family Fund, Morse/

Morgan Family Fund, and the St. Benedict Outreach 

Fund. Thanks also to Sharon Brown from Kumler 

Outreach Ministries for writing the bulk of this grant, 

and for administering it, as well as for all of the other 

support she has given in my endeavors in 

reinvigorating our neighborhood garden for the last 

couple of years. 

Our second grant is from our community partner, Cor 

Unum, as part of their ministry grant. This grant 

allows for a weather-proof display sign for our garden 

to increase our ability to communicate effectively and 

in real time, and provides for another six raised beds 

in our private plots area, bringing us to 15 total raised 

beds there. The remaining funds pay for our operating 

Continued on page 8 

https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn02163_003/
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expenses for 2021, as well as providing funding for 

extra hours for the garden coordinator, both during the 

season and over the off-season. (The work doesn't stop 

when the snow flies, believe me!) It's been a joy and 

pleasure working alongside Cor Unum Sisters Clare 

and Beth in our neighborhood garden. 

Thursday, April 22 marks SIU's Annual Day of 

Service; the garden will host volunteers from 9am-

12pm and 1-4pm. Our goal is to install and fill 15 

raised beds in the private plots area. Any remaining 

time will be spent preparing the garden for spring 

planting, assembling our wheelchair accessible beds, 

and planting perennial fruits and pollinator plants. Our 

neighbors are invited to join in the fun! 

We will be having an open house on Saturday, April 

24, from 9:30-11:30. Feel free to drop by and see what 

we've got going on at 1022 N. Fifth. We hope to have 

something special to give those who may drop by, but 

plans are still in the works for that. 

If you are interested in renting a private plot, April 24 
will be the first day to sign up, during our open house 

hours. The rental fee of $10 per year (or 2 hours of 

volunteer service in our communal garden should the 

cost be an issue) gets you not only a 4' x 8' raised bed, 

but also, access to tools, seeds, and water, and 

gardening advice upon request. We also occasionally 

have surplus seedlings and often have mulch. 

Our gardening season officially begins on May 1, 

with our Gardening Together times set for 9:30-11:30 

on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. 

In our communal garden, we share in the work and 

share in the harvest. It's a great opportunity to get fresh 

air and light exercise, as well as visit with friends and 

neighbors, all of which is wonderful for mental health. 

It's our pleasure to provide fresh organic produce for 

ourselves as well as our neighbors and community 

members who utilize Kumler's food pantry. 

If you have any questions about the garden, please do 

contact me, Carey Smith, at wellforth@gmail.com or 

call/text 217-747-8337. 

— Carey Smith 

Continued from page 7 

2021 Enos Park Neighborhood 
Improvement Association 

Board Members 
Caleb Payne, President ........309-270-8240, info@epnia.com 
Fletcher “Bud” Farrar, Vice President ............. 217-523-2801 
Jason Vincent, Treasurer ................................. 217-801-0244 
Shannan Karrick, Director ............................... 309-696-8938 
Ryan Mobley, Director .................................... 217-801-8225 
Donna Smylie, Director ................................... 217-816-4128 
Marcus Stewart, Director ................................. 217-816-4928 
Dave Steward, Director ................................... 217-622-6591 

Associate Positions (non-voting) 
Betsy Dollar, SAA ........................................... 217-523-2631 
Alex Worix, SIU ....................................................................  
Michelle Ownbey ............................................ 217-553-4629 

2021 Enos Park Development 

Board Members 
Kirk Jefferis ..................................................... 217-971-2258 
Linda Maier ..................................................... 217-971-9138 
Michelle Ownbey ................217-553-4629, info@epnia.com 
Larry Quenette ................................................. 217-414-7227 

Picture by Bethany Payne 

mailto:wellforth@gmail.com
mailto:info@epnia.com
mailto:info@epnia.com


V o l u m e  X X X I I ,  N u m b e r  4               P a g e  9  

Making Sense and Moving On: 
Crossing a Threshold to New Reality 

Miscellaneous thoughts about passing the one-year 

mark since the pandemic began: 

• The I-Pass transponder in the car was activated on 

March 3, 2020. Still fully loaded, it awaits its first 

trip on Illinois’ toll roads. 

• A friend I haven’t seen since she was 8 months 

pregnant now has an 11-month-old. 

• Two great nephews born a hundred miles and few 

weeks apart are closing in on the terrible twos 

without ever having played together. They will 

become big brothers in mid-summer. 

• Twelve of my Dominican Sisters have died (none 

of COVID). Their families whispered good-byes 

over cell phones held close to their ears by the 

attentive nursing staff at Sacred Heart Convent. 

Each of their obituaries included the phrase “a 

memorial mass will be scheduled at a later date.” 

We are still waiting. 

• In the Park, there are sightings of children poking 

heads out of remote classrooms, squirrels poking 

their heads into the damp earth, crocuses poking 

their heads toward the heavens, and new neighbors 

poking their heads out of doorways… 

At this writing, I’m holding my breath (again) for 

relatives in COVID quarantine even as I anticipate 

welcoming, with disproportionate joy, our first (fully 

vaccinated) guests at (fully vaccinated) Cor Unum 

House. 

Garlic is sprouting in the garden, a row of spinach has 

gone in to the ground, and Sister Lori and Sister M. 

Clare, emboldened by Carey Smith’s online gardening 

lessons, are whispering sweet nothings to micro-

greens growing in cardboard pots at the edge of our 

south-facing windows. 

Post-Polar-Vortex-and-good-bye standard-time, I 

walk in the neighborhood before work, sometimes, 

and sometimes after dinner, reveling in maskless-ness, 

fresh spring air, and the look of the neighborhood 

showing signs of life. 

We’ve passed a year since the global pandemic 

changed the world forever. The time is come to turn 

our thoughts—cautiously—to after. What comes next? 

Who do we want to be? How do we move in the world 

now? 

My friend Adam Horowitz calls it “passing through 

the portal.” He suggests, wisely, I think, that we mark 

this transition to post-pandemic life with some time 

for reflection. In a nutshell, he suggests we honor 

what we grieve, name what has been revealed and 

learned during this time, and “move through the 

portal” by letting go of what we don’t need while we 

carry the important stuff across the threshold into our 

new lives. You can read Adam’s beautiful essay here 

and find some helpful suggestions for ritualizing your 

transition to post-pandemic living at https://

www.nunsandnones.org/resources. 

There is a time for everything under the heavens, we 

are told in the Book of Ecclesiastes. What is it time 

for, for you? Where do you see signs of hope? How 

will you choose to be hope for others? 

— Sister Beth Murphy, OP 
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City Announcements 

STATE OF ILLINOIS: BRIDGE TO PHASE 5 
Governor Pritzker announced yesterday a metrics-

based, vaccination-informed framework for Illinois to 

advance to Phase 5 of the state’s Restore Illinois Plan. 

In recognition of an increasing national vaccine 

supply and the state now averaging 100,000 vaccine 

administrations per day, Governor Pritzker also 

announced that all Illinois residents age 16+ will be 

eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine starting April 12, 

with additional announcements to come about 

populations who will be made eligible prior to 

universal eligibility. 

Currently, every region of the state is in Phase 4 of the 

five-phase Restore Illinois mitigation plan, with Phase 

5 comprising a post-pandemic normalcy. The newly 

announced metrics offer Illinois a bridge between the 

state’s current Phase 4 restrictions and the “new 

normal” operations of Phase 5. This “Bridge Phase” 

will serve as a transition period with higher capacity 

limits and increased business operations, without 

prematurely reopening before the majority of 

Illinoisans have been vaccinated. All regions of the 

state will move through the Bridge Phase and 

ultimately to Phase 5, together. The state’s mask 

mandate will continue in accordance with current 

CDC guidance. 

CURFEWS 
With warmer weather approaching, we've had 

inquiries regarding curfews for teenagers. City 

ordinance states that anyone age 17 years or younger 

cannot be gathered at any public place, building, or 

street at the following times unless accompanied and 

supervised by a parent, legal guardian, or other 

responsible companion at least 18 years of age 

approved by a parent or legal guardian. Exceptions 

occur if the person is working at their place of 

employment which the laws of the state or City Code 

authorize a person less than 17 years of age to 

perform: 

• Sunday - Thursday: City curfew is 11:00 p.m. 

• Friday and Saturday; City curfew is 12-midnight 

VACCINATION CLINICS 

Illinois State Fairgrounds Vaccination Site 

Orr Building, 66 4H Road at the Fairgrounds 

• Appointments accepted for 1a; 1b and 1b part II 

until April 12 

• You do NOT need to live or work in Sangamon 

County 

• To make an appointment, call 217-210-8801 or 

schedule online at SCDPH.org 

Sangamon County Department of Public 

Health 

2833 South Grand Avenue East 

• Appointments accepted for 1a; 1b and 1b part II 

until April 12 

• To make an appointment, call 217-321-2606 or 

schedule online at SCDPH.org 

STREETLIGHT OUT? 
Report any streetlights that are out, dim or even 

damaged through their online form (www.cwlp.com/

StreetLightOutage.aspx). You can also call CWLP 

Electric Dispatch at 217-789-2121 with the specific 

address location or pole tag ID to make a report 24-

hours a day, 7 days a week. Being precise on location 

or reporting pole tag ID number is key for the most 

efficient response. 

Happy Easter 

April 4, 2021 
Picture by Bethany Payne 

https://scdph.org/
https://scdph.org/
https://www.cwlp.com/StreetLightOutage.aspx
https://www.cwlp.com/StreetLightOutage.aspx
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For many of us, spring is a fresh start, a chance to 

shake off the cold, dark days of winter and enjoy the 

warmth, sunshine and new life—budding trees, plants 

sprouting, the smell of warm, rich earth.  

For me, spring is all those things, plus more. Spring 

reminds me of the promise Easter brings me as a 

Christian. For believers, Easter is the resurrection of 

Christ, bringing life from death and guaranteeing 

eternal life for those who accept, repent, believe and 

follow. 

As we’ve navigated this past year, faith is the one 

thing that has allowed me to keep moving forward. I 

know God will see me through. He always has and 

always will. This is not to say my life isn’t and won’t 

be filled with disappointments, heartaches and pain, 

but I do not have to face them alone. 

Faith can be a hard concept to grasp. We want proof. 

Faith, instead, is about believing despite the fact that 

you can’t see or hold something. Faith is about trust.  

My very own existence was born in faith. My Dad—

not even 30 years old—died on an operating table and 

was brought back to life before I was ever born. He 

was given a second chance. The doctors told him he 

would never walk again and would be legally blind. 

His faith, sheer determination and hard work took him 

from a wheelchair to crutches to a cane to walking on 

his own in just over three years.  

After my brother was born, my Mom was told she 

couldn’t have any more children. Imagine her surprise 

10 years later when she found out she was pregnant—

with me. She nearly passed out in the doctor’s office 

when they told her the rabbit had died. (This was 

before the days of home pregnancy tests.) The story 

didn’t end there: I have two younger sisters.  

To me, my parents’ faith is underscored by the fact 

that during the three years from my birth to my 

youngest sister’s is when my Dad was recovering—all 

while studying to be a pastor and serving several small 

churches. See, before his operation, Dad had decided 

to become a pastor. When God gave him that second 

chance at life, his faith sustained him, not only 

bringing him through those tough times, but allowing 

him to serve in ministry for 20 years.  

I share all this to say I believe God continues to be at 

work in our world, and I believe miracles happen 

every day. I’m living proof. 

— Sharon Brown, 

Kumler Outreach Ministries 

217-523-2269 / kumlerumc@hotmail.com 
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