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Our Commitment to Diversity 

“Injustice anywhere is a  

threat to justice everywhere.”  

—Martin Luther King, Jr. from 

Letter From Birmingham Jail 

Dear friends,  

This week I attended a prayer service 

focused on racial reconciliation. The 

event was inspired and guided by the 

book Be The Bridge by Latasha Mor-

rison. Highly recommended. During 

the service we were called to la-

ment—to passionately grieve. And 

that resonates deeply with me at this 

moment. Lament is a deep groaning 

of the heart as we look at the world 

around us and know it is not as it 

should be. We grieve when an un-

known virus turns the world upside 

down, but we grieve passionately 

when we see an injustice take place 

before our very eyes. 

So what are you feeling right now? 

That was the question posed at the 

event. Anger, sadness, grief, rage, 

fear? These are all legitimate expres-

sions as we sort through the great 

pain of the times. As the purported 

wisest man who ever lived once 

wrote:  

For everything there is a time and a 

season… 

A time to weep and a time to laugh, 

A time to mourn and a time to dance, 

A time to break down and a time to 

build up, 

A time for war and a time for peace, 

A time to keep silent and a time to 

speak… 

(Ecclesiastes 3) 

And as we legitimately process 

through our thoughts and emotions, 

we can all take caution with the 

words of Jesus: “In your anger, do not 

sin.” — and being angry without sin-

ning for Jesus even included flipping 

some tables at one point. I am encour-

aged by the protests we have seen this 

week, with powerful statements being 

made and relatively few incidents.  

We who live in Enos Park pride our-

selves on being the Jewel of Spring-

field. Our deepest commitment as an 

association is to preserve and honor 

diversity. And we seek to do this bet-

ter every day. What makes us a jewel 

is the extent to which we are able to 

unify in our diversity. And what a 

Continued on page 2 
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difficult and beautiful and ongoing challenge 

that is! It starts with each of us choosing to see 

the person in front of us, the person behind any 

label our minds automatically attach to them. 

This does not mean we do not protect against 

legitimate evil where it exists—we must! But 

love honors the good unseen and the potential 

unrealized. In a nation where peacemakers are 

absent on the national level, we must let love 

trickle upwards from our neighborhoods. We 

must be the culture we want to see flowing from 

our screens.  

My friends, I am glad we are neighbors. This 

topic is too deep, and too painful, to cover in a 

few words on a page. But we must devote our-

selves to having awkward and hard and beauti-

ful conversations. The difficulty will bring us 

life. If you desire to reach out to us, email 

info@epnia.com. You can also call/text me di-

rectly at 309-270-8240 if you want to talk or 

vent or yell or cry or whatever. We are in this 

together. 

Blessings,  

Caleb Payne and the EPNIA Board of Directors 

P.S. We thank the many officers of this city for 

your dedication to serving and protecting us. 

God only knows the situations you deal with 

above and beyond the line the duty. We pray for 

your wisdom and your safety as you pursue a 

more just society. May God be with you.  

Continued from page 1 

Let us pause and take a moment to speak 

these names aloud: 

Ahmaud Arbery 

Breonna Taylor 

George Floyd 

2020 Enos Park Neighborhood 

Improvement Association 

Board Members 
Caleb Payne, President ...... 309-270-8240, info@epnia.com 

Fletcher “Bud” Farrar, Vice President ........... 217-523-2801 

Jason Vincent, Treasurer................................ 217-801-0244 

Shannon Karrik, Director ............................... 309-696-8938 

Ryan Mobley, Director .................................. 217-801-8225 

Donna Smylie, Director ................................. 217-816-4128 

Marcus Stewart, Director ............................... 217-816-4928 

Dave Steward, Director.................................. 217-622-6591 

Associate Positions (non-voting) 
Betsy Dollar, SAA ......................................... 217-523-2631 

Alex Worix, SIU ...................................................................  

Michelle Ownbey ........................................... 217-553-4629 

2020 Enos Park Development 

Board Members 
Kirk Jefferis ................................................... 217-971-2258 

Linda Maier ................................................... 217-971-9138 

Michelle Ownbey ............... 217-553-4629, info@epnia.com 

Larry Quenette ............................................... 217-414-7227 

Always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 
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Well you do not need me to tell you what a wild year 

it has been so far. Good Lord willing, with us entering 

stage 3 of the governor’s Reopening Illinois plan, life 

may slowly begin to normalize again, whatever that 

entails! But in the meantime, we have a slate of things 

going on, so check these out: 

Happenings 

 June 20: Instead of Paint the Street - Springfield 

Art Association is hosting Paint the Driveway! Pre-

sented by PNC. This is an alternative fundraiser for 

the Springfield Art Association. We will provide 

the supplies, you provide the driveway. $20 to par-

ticipate. Thank you for supporting us! More infor-

mation at https://bit.ly/2020ptd with event details, 

supply pick-up, sponsorship, and more. Rain Date: 

June 21, 2020. 

 We continue to have Friday Night Lives on most 

Friday evenings through our Facebook page, live 

to you from the comfort of your own home. Some 

fun events are coming, so check it out!  

 EPNIA now has an Event Brainstorming Team that 

meets monthly (currently through Zoom.) If you 

have an interest in joining these meetings, shoot us 

a message. You have the freedom to just listen or 

to chime in as you so desire. Anybody and every-

body can join in the calls.  

Announcements 

 We have several announcements, but first off, I’d 

like to thank all of you who have participated in the 

Just ONE Neighbor campaign. I have heard of 

good conversations going down and needs being 

met as neighbors check in on one another. So 

THANK YOU for making our home a community 

of neighbors. 

 If anybody in the community has food needs, they 

can utilize Kumler’s Food Pantry, which is open 

Mon-Fri, 9am-noon, with other assistance also 

available. 

 Likewise, if anybody needs masks, 3rd Presbyte-

rian is offering masks for anybody who may still 

need some. Adult and children sizes are available. 

 We had a record-breaking Flower Fundraiser this 

year! Thank you to all who participated, and for 

Seaney Farms who provided the universally-

Continued on page 4 

Enos Park Happenings & Announcements 

Photo credit Tiffany Lapp. 
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praised flowers! These funds will be going 

toward beautification projects around the 

park that are currently underway. 

 As you are likely aware, stick and branch 

pick-up by the City of Springfield for our 

neighborhood is completed for the spring. A 

GREAT program! As a reminder, please do 

not place branches or bagged leaves in the 

alleyways or vacant lots of the neighborhood. 

Doing so causes issues for the association. 

Thanks!  

For all the latest announcements and happen-

ings, follow us on Facebook and Nextdoor.  

My friends, some seasons are tougher than oth-

ers, and the present age probably takes the cake. 

Our hope is that you and yours are healthy 

physically and mentally, and stay that way. And 

remember, we are always a call or a message 

away. 

(Continued from page 3) For a full list of activities in Enos Park, 

check out our socialcalendar at: 

www.epnia.com/events/calendar/ 

Photo credit Tiffany Lapp. 
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Enos Park Community Garden 

Spring is the season of massive planting in our 

community garden, ensuring we have the potential to 

provide enough fresh organic produce for garden 

volunteers and our community who receive food 

assistance through Kumler Outreach Ministries Food 

Pantry. 

To allow enough space for enough volunteers to help 

out in the communal garden, we are offering three 

volunteer opportunities weekly. Please join us 

Tuesday or Saturday mornings from 9:30-11:30, or 

Thursday evenings, 5-7. 

Please note, we practice social distancing at the 

garden. Feel free to wear a mask. We welcome good 

public hygiene! 

If you are interested in a private plot, they are still 

available for $10 for each 4' x 8' plot. Rental fee 

includes access to water and tools, and usually seeds 

or seedlings, mulching materials, and gardening 

assistance. 

For further information, please contact Carey Smith, 

wellforth@gmail.com or phone/text 708.580.8432. 

Yours in service, 

Carey Smith 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Associa-

tion, Inc. The editor is Michelle Ownbey. Circulation is 500, distrib-

uted monthly on the first Tuesday of each month. 

 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 553-4629 or  

e-mail president@epnia.com. The deadline for copy is the 20th.  
 

Advertising rates are: 

 1/16 page $15  $37.50 for 3 mo. 

 1/8 page $20  $50.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/4 page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/2 page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 

 Full page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

mailto:wellforth@gmail.com
mailto:president@epnia.com
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N e i g h b o r  S p o t l i g h t !  

An Interview with Jackie Jackson 

1. How long have you lived in Enos Park? 

Well I was born in Wisconsin, but my family 

and I moved to Enos Park in the Summer of 

1970, where I was a founding faculty of 

Sangamon State University (now UIS). 

2. What has kept you in Enos Park for all 

these years? 

No reason to move. Good health, good 

neighbors, Good neighborhood association. 

3. How did you get involved in writing "At 

Home in the Park" for EPNIA's banner? 

I was a good friend of Lola Lucas and Kevin 

Brown. Lola began and wrote the article for 

many good years which eventually became a 

book of the same name. Unfortunately, Lola 

got cancer a few years back, but she was 

valiant to the end. I was at her home visiting 

her the day she passed, and about a half hour 

before she passed, she asked me, “Jackie, will 

you be my literary executive?” And of course, 

I agreed to it. That involved three duties, one 

of which was to continue the “At Home in the 

Park” articles. 

4. Who is your hero? 

My grandfather Wesson Dougan. He was a 

Methodist minister and farmer. Four of the 

books I wrote were dedicated to him. You 

know, he set the culture on our family farm 

growing up—he built a round barn and painted 

words inside the silo, “The aims of this farm: 

1. Good crop. 2. Proper Storage. 3. Profitable 

Livestock. 4. Stable Market. 5. Life as well as 

a living.” That fifth one permeated all the 

culture of the farm and our town, Turtle 

Township, Wisconsin, and beyond. He was 

hero to many people. And I would also 

mention my parents who gave me my deep 

love for reading and writing. 

5. What is your favorite place in the world? 

I would say our family farm, but progress has 

since destroyed it. Our family owns a little 

cabin on a lake in Vermont, and we have been 

going there since the 1960s, which I always 

cherish. Also, I love being right here in 

Springfield. (Oh, and Dorset & Cornwall, 

England are wonderful places. My oldest was 

born in Oxford, but I think I prefer Dorset to 

Oxfordshire.) 

6. What are you most passionate about? 

People and my family, my students and my 

friends. I care deeply about our democracy, 

especially the issues of the climate and 

children at the border. 

7. What are your hobbies? 

I absolutely love writing. About 15 of my 

books are published and a number more 

unpublished. I love playing the cello. Started 

Jackie Jackson 

Continued on page 7 
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Violin in 3rd grade and switched to cello in 7th 

grade and have been playing ever since. My older 

sisters both played violin and decided a third 

violinist was not needed in the family so they 

switched me to cello, which was fine by me. I 

spent nine years at the Madison String Symphony, 

five of which as the head cellist. I grew up with 

horses on the farm. I had my own riding horse 

who didn’t like to be ridden. During WWII I 

would sometimes ride my horses, and sometimes 

my bike, into town which gave me freedom. 

Reading is a favorite pastime. Hiking. 

8. What is your favorite book? 

Anything by Steven Jay Gould. If anybody asked, 

I would say “I believe in the gospel according to 

Steven Jay Gould.” Otherwise, Terry Pratchett, 

Ursula Le Guin, J.R.R. Tolkien are favorites of 

mine. 

9. What are you reading right now? 

Jane Austen. My advice to anyone is to read one 

Jane Austen a year, and then start over after 6 

years (6 books total). Just finished Emma. Also, 

I’m reading Owen Wister’s The Virginian which 

is one the great Westerns. 

10. What makes you laugh the most? 

Listening to people tell stories. I find that Terry 

Pratchett is a brilliant writer, but also very funny. 

11. Is there anything you would like to say to your 

neighbors in Enos Park? 

Yes, I would like to say that I don’t know all of 

you but I cherish all of you. I’m very glad we 

decided to move into Enos Park instead of any 

other park in Springfield. I am grateful for my 

neighbors (especially Carol and Bernie, and I’m 

missing Bernie quite a bit.) I'm also very thankful 

for our new Sisters that are here. They check up 

on me. And I’m grateful for 3rd Presbyterian for 

always hosting our neighborhood get-togethers. 

Thank you all. 

 

We at EPNIA extend our deepest gratitude to 

Jackie for her years of contributions to our 

Banner and to our neighborhood. Next 

month’s edition of EPNIA’s Banner will 

include Jackie’s last article for our “At Home 

in the Park” series.  

Jackie, we are glad to have gotten to know 

you over the years and have been enriched 

by your countless stories and poems. You 

are cherished. 

On behalf of us all—your neighbors and 

friends—THANK YOU!  

Continued from page 6 
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This month’s column was going to be thoughts on 

how to manage this period of sequestering when 

there’s a household, often different ages, kids to 

oldsters. But it seems there is aplenty already on 

that, and with lilacs blooming, the whole outdoors 

is beckoning. 

When I was a kid we were barefoot outdoors from 

dawn to dusk, and even into the night, with bikes, 

roller skates, tree climbing, and all the many things 

to do on our farm. The farm help played ball, the 

older adults sat on porch swings, gardened, went 

for drives. 

Some driving is possible now. Friends recently 

drove to the Mississippi and watched the sunset. A 

person from my church is almost daily reporting 

spring’s advance at the Nipper Wildlife Sanctuary.  

Some of us are not able to take trips; we stay in 

Enos Park. But I am finding that there is much to 

see and do right here. Take North Fifth Street—I 

can cross the pavement and walk north, and here is 

a wonderful little brick cottage with its yard totally 

filled with various flowers and plants, and some 

statuary besides. Around the corner is another well-

loved yard. 

There is a lot of looking to do here, a lot of enjoy-

ing. When I walk, though, I’m making it a point to 

go on streets I have not been in the habit of driving 

on—there are side streets, and connecting streets 

and alleys I have never paid any attention to, in all 

my years here. I’m astonished to stand before a 

beautiful house I’ve never seen before, a yard that 

has unusual features, an old iron fence, a new 

classy gate, Dormer windows, a porthole window 

in an attic. Old brick pavements, new cement pave-

ments, old cracked pavements that aren’t really safe 

for walking. (But one can be careful.) 

So my recommendation for May is, take a walk. 

Keep your, or your family’s, distance, of course. 

Carry gloves or a few sanitizers if you feel like 

touching a rail. See what’s up at our sculpture gar-

den. Is there takeout at our neighborhood eatery? 

What’s being planted in our community gardens, in 

people’s kitchen gardens?  Yes, there’s lots to see 

in Enos Park--and you get exercise, too!     

~~ Jackie Jackson 

AT  H O M E  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 

Jackie Jackson haying as a child. 

Lola Lucas’s column 

continues, hosted by Lola’s 

friends, and occasionally by 

Lola herself through past 

writings. 

At Qik-n-EZ we’re more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service.  

QE has everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  


