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Neighboring without gathering 

By now, almost all of us know some-

one who has had COVID-19, or at 

least, had to quarantine as a result of 

being exposed to it. The anxiety came 

to our household last week when we 

received a call from Dayne’s daycare 

that they were shutting down immedi-

ately because a teacher in his room 

had tested positive. He developed a 

runny nose and cough the same night, 

and the doctor who saw him the fol-

lowing day said he almost certainly 

had COVID based on his symptoms 

and the timeline of known exposure. 

There was nothing to do but quaran-

tine and wait for test results, and we 

were pleasantly shocked when his test 

(and ours) came back negative.  

Several months into this, most of us 

have had at least had one close call, 

and with no vaccine on the immediate 

horizon, we must continue to be cau-

tious. Whether or not we are con-

cerned for ourselves, we all have 

loved ones who are immuno-

compromised or older and would not 

fare well. So as much as we miss be-

ing able to have monthly neighbor-

hood gatherings and the large events 

we typically hold each summer, we 

know it is best for us to be neighborly 

in more intimate ways right now. We 

can still have a few close friends over 

for a socially distant backyard barbe-

que. We can still write notes and call 

our residents who are staying at home 

to make sure they don’t feel socially 

isolated. We can still volunteer our 

time to help keep the neighborhood 

looking good, either working on our 

own or with a few others to help tidy 

up the green spaces in the neighbor-

hood. We can take part in the com-

munity garden, which provides a 

chance for socialization while so-

cially distancing, plus the benefit of 

providing healthy food for yourself 

and others.  

At this point, we’re taking a wait-and-

see approach before deciding when to 

resume our monthly meetings. Na-

tional Night Out, which typically 

takes place the first week of August, 

has been tentatively rescheduled for 

Oct. 6, but like everything else, is 

subject to change. The Edwards Place 

Fine Art Fair is still happening the 

weekend of Sept. 19-20 with a limited 
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number of vendors and other safety protocols in 

place. EPNIA will once again have a drink booth, 

which serves as a fundraiser, but it doesn’t seem 

feasible to have the home tour this year.  

 We’re all anxious for life to return to normal, but 

for the time being, we’re going to have to be more 

creative about our efforts at neighboring. Whether 

it’s vehicle parades up and down the streets of 

Enos Park or virtual story time for kids or our Fri-

day Night Live events, we’ve tried to find ways to 

continue to encourage connections and fellowship. 

So remember to keep checking in with your 

neighbors and finding ways to live in community 

with one another, even while we can’t gather to-

gether just yet. 

— By Michelle Ownbey (filling in for 

Caleb Payne, who is on paternity leave) 

Continued from page 1 
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Police Emergency dial 911 
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217-788-8311 

For a full list of 
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check out our 
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www.epnia.com/ 

events/calendar/ 

www.EPNIA.com 

facebook.com/EnosPark   twitter.com/epnia 

Back in March, the EPNIA board compiled a list 

of seniors in the neighborhood and Tiffany Lapp 

sent notes of encouragement, which also offered 

assistance to people who may not feel 

comfortable leaving their houses during the 

pandemic or who might be struggling for other 

reasons. 

Just a few days ago, Tiffany heard from one the 

residents she had contacted as part of that initial 

outreach. The woman said her husband had 

recently passed away and she herself has now 

been diagnosed with cancer. She needed help 

keeping up with her yard and flower beds and 

was feeling at her wit’s end. Tiffany assured the 

woman she would be there the next evening 

and rounded up several other neighborhood 

volunteers who 

hauled off several 

t ruckloads  of 

branches, multiple 

yard waste bags of 

weeds and yard 

trimmings, and a 

broken swing set, 

plus committed to 

coming back on a 

regular basis to 

help stay on top of 

things going forward. 

This is just one example of neighbors working 

together to look after each other.  

Tiffany Lapp 

https://www.epnia.com/events/calendar/
https://www.epnia.com/events/calendar/
https://www.epnia.com/events/calendar/
https://www.epnia.com/events/calendar/
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2020 Enos Park Neighborhood 

Improvement Association 

Board Members 
Caleb Payne, President ...... 309-270-8240, info@epnia.com 

Fletcher “Bud” Farrar, Vice President ........... 217-523-2801 

Jason Vincent, Treasurer ............................... 217-801-0244 

Shannon Karrik, Director .............................. 309-696-8938 

Ryan Mobley, Director .................................. 217-801-8225 

Donna Smylie, Director ................................. 217-816-4128 

Marcus Stewart, Director............................... 217-816-4928 

Dave Steward, Director ................................. 217-622-6591 

Associate Positions (non-voting) 
Betsy Dollar, SAA ......................................... 217-523-2631 

Alex Worix, SIU...................................................................  

Michelle Ownbey .......................................... 217-553-4629 

2020 Enos Park Development 

Board Members 
Kirk Jefferis ................................................... 217-971-2258 

Linda Maier ................................................... 217-971-9138 

Michelle Ownbey .............. 217-553-4629, info@epnia.com 

Larry Quenette ............................................... 217-414-7227 

Each year, the United Way of Central Illinois partners 

with University of Illinois Springfield and the Junior 

League of Springfield to recognize individuals, organi-

zations and businesses with Good as Gold awards for 

their volunteer efforts. Congratulations to our very own 

Enos Park resident Tiffany Lapp for being recognized at 

this year’s Good as Gold awards! Just a few of her com-

munity service projects include volunteer and board 

member of the Northside Children’s Community Li-

brary, creating reading lounges at McClernand Elemen-

tary and Inner City Mission, helping with the Enos Park 

Birthday Club and the Affordable Christmas Store, and 

overseeing neighborhood beautification at the sculpture 

garden and apple orchard. She gives of her time and re-

sources to many worthy causes throughout the commu-

nity but we’re especially blessed to have her helping 

with so many things right here in our neighborhood. 

Did You Know? 

By Michelle Ownbey 

The Catholic Heart Work Camp, which sends high 

school students and adult volunteers from all over 

the Midwest to various communities, did not take 

place this year. However, District 186 teacher Dave 

Knoepfle, who serves as the local organizer, offered 

to coordinate a small group of National Honor 

Society students to work in the neighborhood over a 

period of several days. This was much appreciated, 

particularly since we missed out on our SIU Day of 

Service in April and the United Way Day of Action 

in May, so we were long overdue for our spring 

clean up! Four NHS students from Southeast 

High School, plus Dave and two other volunteers, 

worked with several of our neighborhood volunteers. 

Dawn Mobley oversaw landscaping at McClernand 

Elementary School, Linda Maier and Michelle 

Ownbey led an alley clean up and branch collection, 

and Tiffany Lapp tackled one of the overgrown 

vacant lots owned by Enos Park Development. 

Things are definitely 

looking much better 

thanks to their efforts! 

mailto:info@epnia.com
mailto:info@epnia.com
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Since you have being staying home a lot these days, 

are you bored with the art that hangs on your walls? 

Here is the perfect solution to finding something new 

to brighten your home.  

It may not look like previous years but, the Spring-

field Art Association has decided to move forward 

with a scaled-back version of the annual Edwards 

Place Fine Art. It will truly be an Art Fair, tents filled 

with original works by regional artists. Some of your 

favorite artists will be returning and there will be a 

few new folks. Overall, we hope to have 30 to 40 

tents appropriately distanced across the lawn. We will 

be controlling the number of visitors strolling the 

grounds, limiting the number of shoppers in a tent at 

one time, and requiring face masks to enter. There 

will not be food, but Enos Park Neighborhood Im-

provement Association will be selling bottled water  

 

 

 

 

and soda. Artists will be offering demonstrations and 

Edwards Place will be open for short, small group, 

guided tours of the house.  There will be music, al-

though no live music this year. We removed a lot of 

features to keep everyone safe, yet, it is still an ex-

cuse to get out of the house, see something new and 

invest in something new for your home that will 

make you happy. 

Please come out to support these artists and make the 

32nd Edwards Place Fine Art Fair the best that it can 

be... under the circumstances. 

— By Betsy Dollar 

Edwards Place 

Fine Art Fair 

Saturday, September 19 

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  

Sunday, September 20 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

EPNIA will still have a table to sell drinks 

during the two-day art fair, which means 

there are a couple of ways that you can 

help out. 

You can donate cases of soda (any canned 

brand name, popular flavor is fine) or bot-

tled water (16 oz.) and/or sign up to work 

a shift during the event. Donations of 

drinks can be dropped off at the SAA 

prior to the event. 

To sign up for a shift, contact Caleb Payne 

at 309-270-8240 or president@epnia.com. 

mailto:president@epnia.com
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This issue of “At Home in the Park” by Lola Lucas, 

is truly from an old column I recently unearthed, 

which happens to be about ME. Since so many of 

us are cooped up on account of the virus, and read-

ing is what Lola is advocating, I think it is appro-

priate to republish this, ESPECIALLY since I am 

giving my books away free to any of you reading 

The Banner. All you need to do is knock on 816 N 

5th and you will be delivered a FREE book, or 

more, socially distanced. My interest is in having 

the books read, not in any payment. Here follows 

Lola:  

“Americans desire change, movement, and novelty 

but also roots. For centuries, people lived in hunt-

ing bands of about 50, and of course everyone 

knew just about everything about each other. My 

husband Kevin is from Mt. Olive, IL, with a popu-

lation of under 3,000 and I’m sometimes appalled 

by how much the people there know - and tell. 

Without that sort of community soap opera, we 

nowadays often turn to televised ones, treating 

characters as surrogate families. That way, there’s 

still someone to gossip about, even if the reality 

shows are unreal. (I’m sorry to admit it, but I do 

care about Niles and Daphne. I used to only turn in 

to HGTV for home decorating tips but the slippery 

slope caught up with me. I watched television as an 

excuse for husbandly cuddles, but now, dangnabit, 

I rush home to find out what’s happening on 

“JAG.” Its gnominious.) So in our video village, 

we all have the Crosby’s and the Osbornes, the So-

pranos and the Simpsons as neighbors, a spectrum 

from the Waltons to the Bundys. “The good news 

for those who long for an inspiringly wholesome 

family and a sense of place is that our own Jackie 

Jackson has published More Stories from the 

Round Barn (TriQuarterly Books, 2002 $29.95). 

Those dreaming of going home for the holidays 

may find the perfect refuge in a world that was not 

so long ago - and not so far away, in Beloit, Wis-

consin just over the line from Illinois. The book is 

perfect for dipping into since its written as a series 

of vignettes. There are also continuing narrative 

threads, such as the sad story of Esther, adopted 

and not quite cut from the same fabric as the Dou-

gans. 

Let me quote from the flap of the dust jacket: 

“Those who are acquainted with the first book will 

find the familiar cast of family members: Grampa, 

Grama, Daddy, Mother, Jackie and her siblings. 

Daddy’s brother Trever and the foster-daughter 

Esther, who are now joined by others who have a 

part in the life of the farm and the surrounding 

community. You will meet Miss Egan who creates 

a stir as a woman barn-hand, a one-armed milkman 

Continued on page 8 

AT  H O M E  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 

At Qik-n-EZ we’re more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service.  

QE has everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  
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who mysteriously vanishes one fine day, and Aunt 

Lillian who almost single-handedly keeps the farm 

going through the 1918 flue epidemic. The life and 

times on and near the farm are marked with drama 

but also comic relief as Jackson relates how Fritzi, a 

neighbor boy, beats out Jackie in a World War II 

school scrap drive by acing her tractor with his steam 

engine, a Methodist cow sings at a Roman Catholic 

wedding, and Jesus makes an appearance as a Green 

Bay Packer. These are just a few samples of the rich 

narratives that Jackson has assembled as she contin-

ues her loving tribute to life on the Dougan farm as 

lived according to her grandfather’s motto which  he 

painted on the silo, ‘Life as well as a living.’ With 

plenty of wit and compassion, Jackson recalls the 

hardships and satisfactions of farm life.”  

“To me it’s profoundly satisfying to add her memo-

ries to my own, so that vicariously I can now recall 

sitting on the lap of a deaf grandfather who laughs 

heartily but silently as I twirl his hair into kewpie doll 

point. I get to experience taking a pet goat to camp 

and feel, through Jackie’s memoir, the pain of being 

separated from the land and the clock of the seasons, 

the hum of farm activity. It’s a window into the lives 

and souls of people and truly, to know them is to love 

them. Jackie has offered her family to be shared by 

the world. Reading the stories makes one a part of a 

community that still exists in the heart, though the 

farm itself is gone. 

Shameless Plug 

There you have Lola’s “shameless plug” and how to 

purchase the book. Thank you, Lola! But I am now 

giving the books away to you readers. Come and get 

‘em! (Call ahead, 544-2916) Jackie Jackson 

~~ Jackie Jackson 

Continued from page 7 

Lola Lucas’s column 

continues, hosted by Lola’s 

friends, and occasionally by 

Lola herself through past 

writings. 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Associa-
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