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“Just ONE Neighbor” Campaign 

My friends and neighbors,  

What a whirlwind the past month has 

been. In a moment like this it is hard 

to catch your breath amidst the chaos. 

So I have a request: if you are reading 

this, I’d like you to pause for the next 

15 seconds, take a deep breath, and 

let it out slowly. No really! I’ll 

wait… 

There’s something about deep breaths 

that calm the nerves.  

We humans do our best to control the 

big, scary world around us because 

experience tells us we will be hurt if 

we are not on guard. How much more 

in times of world-shaking calamity!? 

And now, not only have our routines 

and norms been stripped away, but so 

has our ability to meet each other face

-to-face for solace, fellowship, 

distraction, and love.  

So we need to think anew. If ever 

there was a time neighbors needed to 

rely on each other somehow, now 

would be the time. Unfortunately, one 

of the effects of chaotic times is we 

are left feeling helpless—'I have too 

many needs to be met,’ or ‘there are 

too many needs out there for me to 

make a dent.’ However, what we 

need—what I need—is a change in 

thinking. We cannot save the world, 

but we can look at the world around 

us, at our families and friends, 

neighbors and acquaintances, and 

love in small ways. As the wise 

Gandalf the Grey once said, “I have 

found it is the small everyday deeds 

of ordinary folk that keep the 

darkness at bay. Small acts of 

kindness and love.” 

For these reasons I am calling on 

everyone in Enos Park to pick ONE 

neighbor and commit yourself to 

checking in on that neighbor once a 

week for as long as Illinois is in 

lock-down.  

 

Continued on page 2 

For a full list of activities in Enos 

Park, check out our socialcalendar 

at: 

https://www.epnia.com/events/calendar/
https://www.epnia.com/events/calendar/
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Perhaps you have an elderly neighbor who 

doesn’t get out much—how meaningful will it 

be for their psyche to have someone call them 

or write them a letter once a week just to check 

in and chat for a minute? Or perhaps there is a 

single parent who lives a couple houses down 

who needs to know the world is not caving in 

on them. Or perhaps you have neighbors you 

just haven’t seen in a while that facetiming 

would do good for the soul. Whatever your 

circumstance, a little effort on your part can 

change a person’s life during this time. You are 

somebody’s hero today!  

So EPNIA is here to help in this endeavor, and 

that is why we are putting out an open invitation 

for people to message us with any needs they 

may have, and we will address them. Say you 

begin chatting with an elderly neighbor who 

needs groceries or Rx, or wants someone to 

pray with them, feel free to send EPNIA a 

message through FB or to info@epnia.com, and 

we will help coordinate solutions.  

In this strange new world we find ourselves in, 

we must find ways to see each other and love 

each other. Together, with God’s grace, we can 

keep the darkness at bay.  

Blessings, 

Caleb Payne 

 

If there is a load you have to bear 

That you can't carry 

I'm right up the road 

I'll share your load 

If you just call me 

—Bill Withers, 1938-2020 

Continued from page 1 

mailto:info@epnia.com
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Did You Know? 

By Caleb Payne, EPNIA President 

 "No Sticker" Yard Waste Pickup 

begins April 13th for Enos Park 

 If any resident needs food, they can utilize Kum-

ler's Food Pantry, which is open Mon-Fri, 9am-

12noon.  

Ways to Get Involved 

with EPNIA Planning: 

If you have an interest in any of the following, 

please send an email to president@epnia.com.  

 Facebook Live: 

You could become a host/performer for one of 

our Facebook live venues!   

 Scavenger Hunt Team: 

We are putting together a team of individuals 

who are interested in coordinating a neighbor-

hood-wide scavenger hunt. 

 Prayer & Support Team: 

Our prayer and support team for the park will be 

meeting over video conference once/week. 

2020 Enos Park Neighborhood 
Improvement Association 

Board Members 
Caleb Payne, President.......309-270-8240, info@epnia.com 
Fletcher “Bud” Farrar, Vice President ........... 217-523-2801 
Jason Vincent, Treasurer ................................ 217-801-0244 
Shannon Karrik, Director ............................... 309-696-8938 
Ryan Mobley, Director .................................. 217-801-8225 
Donna Smylie, Director ................................. 217-816-4128 
Marcus Stewart, Director ............................... 217-816-4928 
Dave Steward, Director .................................. 217-622-6591 

Associate Positions (non-voting) 
Betsy Dollar, SAA ......................................... 217-523-2631 
Alex Worix, SIU ..................................................................  
Michelle Ownbey ........................................... 217-553-4629 

2020 Enos Park Development 

Board Members 
Kirk Jefferis ................................................... 217-971-2258 
Linda Maier.................................................... 217-971-9138 
Michelle Ownbey ...............217-553-4629, info@epnia.com 
Larry Quenette ............................................... 217-414-7227 

mailto:president@epnia.com
mailto:info@epnia.com
mailto:info@epnia.com
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Hello friends and neighbors! 

I had hoped my first announcement of the year 

would be to invite everyone to a big work day at 

the garden to install raised beds.  Unfortunately, as 

we all know, this is not going to happen this 

spring.  I've thought a lot about how we can keep 

each other safe while gardening, and spoke to a 

hotline worker at the Illinois Department of Public 

Health to come up with a safety plan. 

First, we will maintain the proper social distancing 

of 6'-10' at the garden while we work.  

Fortunately, that will still allow us to hang out 

while gardening, which is one of the best parts of 

our community garden.  Next, instead of open-

ended "Y'all come!" volunteer days, I will be 

hosting volunteers in small groups of 3-4 people.  

This means that a more formal process will be in 

order, of volunteers contacting me to sign up for a 

certain time to come to the garden.  Lastly, there 

will be limited access to the shed during our work 

days.  We will officially kick off planting in the 

garden at the beginning of May, though small 

groups of volunteers have already been preparing 

the garden and planting seeds. 

All of these efforts are made in an abundance of 

caution, to keep our volunteers safe, which 

ultimately means helping our community at large 

and especially our first responders and essential 

workers safe.  This year, more than ever, we know 

our neighborhood will experience food scarcity.  

We want to be able to respond, while also 

acknowledging the new reality in which we live. 

As of right now, private plots are available to rent 

for $10, for each 4 x 8 plot.  Anyone can rent a 

plot, even if they do not live in the Enos Park 

neighborhood.  The rental fee includes access to 

tools and water, and usually mulch, seeds/plants, 

and gardening advice.  Seeds are a scarcity item 

this year, though we are ever so fortunate to have 

a grower who is supplying our garden with 

hundreds of seedlings free of charge.  Many of 

these will be going into our communal garden, but 

we will be offering the surplus to our private plot 

gardeners, and then sharing the remainder with our 

community. 

If you would like to sign up to rent a private plot, 

receive our garden newsletter (weekly, in season), 

or to volunteer, please email me at 

wellforth@gmail.com or call/text, 708.580.8432.  

Yours in service, 

Carey Smith 

“You know Route 66 from Carpenter to 

North Grand could be the roughest 

section of the highway in all of 

Springfield and quite possibly the whole 

nation!” 

—Glen Garrels  

Oh Glen…  

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this section 

are Glen’s and Glen’s alone, and almost 

certainly do not represent the opinion of 

EPNIA. 

Glen’s Grumblings  

mailto:wellforth@gmail.com
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Storytime Live 

April-May Weekly Routine 

Morning Sessions for Pre-K - 8 years old 

Monday 9:30am Donna Smylie 

Tuesday 9:30am Ellie Mobley 

Wednesday 9:30am Carey Smith & 

Andrew Heathwaite 

Thursday 9:30am Dawn Mobley 

Friday 9:30am Shannan Karrick 

Afternoon Sessions for 6 - 14 years old 

Monday 2:00pm Dawn Mobley 

Wednesday 2:00pm Dawn Mobley 

Friday 2:00pm Dawn Mobley 

Lead Coordinator: Dawn Mobley 

Friday Night Live Events 

April 3 Andrew Heathwaite Music: 

“We’re All in This 

Together” at 7pm 

April 10 The Mobleys Devotional Music 

celebrating Good 

Friday at 6pm  

April 17 Bethany Payne Food Crafts: How to 

make Homemade 

Kombucha at 7pm 

April 24 Hannah Knight Games at 7pm 

May Events on Fridays: activities TBD 

May 1 May 8 May 15 May 22 May 29 

Lead Coordinator: Caleb Payne 

Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association 

EPNIA’s Facebook Live Schedule 

EPNIA is here to help your family establish new routines during this season. 

Check out our new Facebook LIVE line-up of events geared towards kids and adults. 

April and May 2020 

facebook.com/EnosPark/ 

Always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 
217-788-8311 

https://www.facebook.com/EnosPark/
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N e i g h b o r  S p o t l i g h t !  

An Interview with Dequan Stamps 

The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Associa-
tion, Inc. The editor is Michelle Ownbey. Circulation is 500, distrib-
uted monthly on the first Tuesday of each month. 
 
To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 553-4629 or  
e-mail president@epnia.com. The deadline for copy is the 20th.  
 

Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50 for 3 mo. 
 1/8 page $20  $50.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/4 page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2 page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

At Qik-n-EZ we’re more than just a  
convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service.  
QE has everything you need, when you need it.  
With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  

1. What do you do for fun? 

Sing, play piano, exercise, read. 

2. Do you have a favorite book,  

TV Show or Movie? 

No, I don't. I usually like every 

book, movie, tv show, that 

come my way. 

3. Favorite sport to play 

or watch? 

Football 

4. Favorite hobby? 

Playing Piano 

5. Favorite music? 

I'm a musician, I don’t have a 

favorite. 

6. What makes you laugh the 

most? 

Memes 

7. What is a hidden talent or fact 

about you? 

I can dance just a little, and sing 

and dance. 

8. What is your favorite place 

in the world? 

Washington D.C 

9. What is your dream job? 

Therapist 

10. What makes you most excited 

about the future? 

I'm going to living my dream! 

 

11. Who is your hero? 

Jesus 

12. What motivates you? 

  Bible 

 

13. Anything you would like to tell  

  your neighbors at Enos Park? 

  I wanna thank the whole Enos Park 

  community for looking out for me 

  and also 3rd Presbyterian church and  

  my wonderful family. Thank you all  

  so much for you love and support.  

  Love you, keep safe 

Dequan Stamps 

mailto:president@epnia.com
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When sequestering at home, how to be friendly to 

your neighbor? How to be a neighbor to yourself? 

I don’t have answers; we are all flying blind. So 

let’s share our thoughts. This month I’ll focus on 

single dwellers like myself with ideas for how we 

singles can manage alone.  Next month how about 

larger units including kids? Some of the ideas may 

well apply to both. 

There is plenty said about our physical safety—

staying away from others, frequent washing, and  

reporting symptoms—fever, sore throat. I’ll skip 

those. 

Here are some ideas from me and others, not in 

order of importance: 

Give yourself some structure 

 Make yourself a loose schedule of how to con-

struct your day. Don’t feel compelled to follow 

it to the letter, but let it be a guide. 

 Also, keep “do nothing” as part of your list. 

Staying Connected & Mental Health 

 Phone a lot. Old friends. Make friends from 

acquaintances. 

 Email a lot, text, Skype, Facetime, Zoom! 

 Allow yourself a good panic and/or cry, then 

get on with it. 

 Write letters—what an old fashioned idea! An-

swer letters you’ve neglected. 

 Prayer, meditation time, contemplation time—

whatever suits your spiritual life. 

Don’t Forget the Basics 

 Get dressed! (Maybe something you’d never 

wear out in company?) 

 Don’t forget to eat! But don’t hit the fridge 

every half hour, either. 

 Maybe now’s the time to try out some of those 

recipes from the cookbooks sitting on the shelf! 

 Plan out how to exercise, and DO IT—

essential! 

Create a Sense of Accomplishment 

 Maybe give yourself a star, like a kid, when 

you accomplish something on your schedule or 

list—or at least check it off for that day. 

 Choose a drudgery job you’ve avoided. Start it, 

anyway—don’t dwell on it, though. Could earn 

double stars! 

 Do a pleasant job you haven’t had time for. 

 Do a job you can finish, like an unruly shelf. 

 Go thru all your tee shirts and food storage 

containers, cull for eventual trips to Goodwill, 

charities. 

 Clean out – plan for future recycling or givea-

ways. 

 We may not all survive, all of us will depart 

eventually—so get your papers in order if you 

haven’t already. 

 Learn to do something new: how about 

Facetime or Zoom, depositing checks from 

your phone, buying groceries remotely? 

Cultivate Your Inner Artist 

 Get a notebook, write things down. Thoughts. 

Observances. Anything. We’re living history 

right now! 

 How about writing some letters to your kids—

not bad to have in a “safe” place no matter 

what the outcome of all this is. Tell them 

things you haven’t before? Or repeat. 

 Write down the things you’ve never shared but 

ought to, and carefully store and label. 

 Start your “memoirs”—so what if you aren’t a 

writer! 

 Media, movies, reread old favorites  as well as 

read new stuff. Good readers make good writ-

ers. 

 Memorize a poem. 

 Practice an instrument. 

 Get out the drawing pencils, watercolors, knit-

ting, quilting, make some masks! 

There are a lot more ideas, but I’ll quit here for 

now. Please share yours! 

— Jackie Jackson         

AT  H O M E  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 
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Memories & Condolences 

One of the best things about Enos Park is that we’re 

not just a neighborhood, we’re a community. We cele-

brate each other’s joys and triumphs but we also share 

in one another’s burdens and encourage each other. 

Bernie Ferree 

I met Bernie 

and Carol Fer-

ree when I first 

moved to Enos 

Park in 2012 

and lived right 

across the 

street from 

them. At that 

time, Bernie 

was part of the 

volunteer crew 

that would 

mow the va-

cant lots in Enos Park ,and he would also ride his sil-

ver Honda scooter around the neighborhood, wearing 

his red helmet. Bernie and Carol often attended the 

monthly neighborhood meetings, but I really got to 

know them in a much more personal way shortly after 

Dayne was born.  

Carol began watching Dayne in the fall of 2018 when 

he was just six weeks old. Cody would drop him off 

several days a week on his way to school and I would 

pick him up in the evenings on my way home from 

work. When Dayne was seven months old, Bernie suf-

fered a stroke and started having lots of physical ther-

apy and doctors appointments. Even after Dayne tran-

sitioned to daycare, we would still stop by and see 

Grandma Carol and Grandpa Bernie when we were 

out for our walks.  

Last December, Carol was hit by a car in the parking 

lot of St. John's Hospital and broke both of her feet. 

After surgery and a hospital stay, she spent several 

months at Lewis Memorial doing physical therapy and 

learning to walk again. Bernie was initially at home 

with their dog, Herbie, but then developed an infec-

tion in his leg and also came to Lewis Memorial. Car-

ol improved enough to return home at the beginning 

of March, but Bernie's condition worsened and he was 

admitted to St. John's.  

When the COVID-19 restrictions became an obstacle 

to their daily visits, Carol was able to enroll him in 

home hospice and bring him home just before he 

passed away on April 4. Bernie and Carol were mar-

ried nearly 34 years, and moved to Enos Park right 

after their wedding in 1986. Bernie was a veteran, and 

a graveside service will be held at Camp Butler Ceme-

tery at a later date once his children and other family 

members are able to travel here from out of state. 

Danyel Pitts & Joyel Watters-Hall 

Calvin and 

Danyel Pitts 

also moved 

to Enos Park 

the same year 

they got mar-

ried, in 2012. 

They both 

became very 

active in EP-

NIA and 

served on the 

board of di-

rectors. 

Danyel 

passed away 

from breast 

cancer in January at the age of 44 and her twin sister, 

Joyel Watters-Hall, died unexpectedly at her home on 

April 3. For a family already grieving the loss of 

Danyel this only compounds their sorrow, and Joy 

leaves behind two children, Harvey Jr. (age 14) and 

Amya (age 16). 

Visitation for Joyel will be held on Tuesday, April 14 

from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Ruby Funeral Home. It is open 

to the public, but only 10 people will be allowed in at 

a time as a precautionary measure.  

Condolences to both of these families on the loss of 

their loved ones, especially during this already diffi-

cult time. While we may not be able to gather together 

physically as a community and wrap our arms around 

each other right now, I hope you will think of how 

you can reach out in other ways to let Carol and Cal-

vin know that you are thinking of them. 

—Michelle Ownbey 


