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The annual Enos Park 

home tour is coming up 

on Saturday, September 

21 from 1-5pm. As 

always, there will be a 

wide variety of houses 

on the tour, ranging 

from completely reno-

vated to in progress to 

houses that need some-

one to bring them back 

to life. Then stop by our 

sculpture garden im-

mediately following the 

home tour for a wine 

and cheese reception. 

The Edwards Place Fine 

Art Fair also kicks off 

on Saturday (10am-5pm) and 

continues on Sunday (11am-4pm), so 

there will be lots happening in the 

neighborhood that weekend.  

It’s a great way to get people inter-

ested in the neighborhood, so please 

invite anyone you know who may be 

in the market for a house in the near 

future. There are some great incen-

tives available for owner-occupied 

houses in Enos Park, including match- 

ing funds for exterior renovations and 

down payment assistance for qualified 

buyers (see sidebar for more details). 

And even if you’re not in the market 

for a new house, taking part in the 

home tour will allow you to see the 

many different types of renovations in 

progress or recently completed – 

perhaps it will even give you some 

ideas for your own home! 

Annual Historic Home Tour and More! 
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Enos Park TIF Programs 

The City of Springfield is pleased to offer City 

First Responders (Police and Fire) and 

Veterans the opportunity to receive up to 

$20,000 in Tax Increment Financ-ing grant 

money to purchase a home (owner occupied) 

in the Enos Park Neighborhood TIF Dist-rict 

or the Far East TIF District. 

 Recipient must be in good standing with no 

outstanding City violations 

 Property taxes must be current 

 No City liens or other City debt on the 

property 

 Property must have active homeowner’s 

insurance coverage 

Additionally, the City offers an Exterior 

Rehabilitation Program that will match the 

homeowner contribution up to $15,000 for 

permanent exterior improvements within these 

neighborhoods. 

 Recipient must be in good standing with no 

outstanding City violations 

 Property taxes must be current 

 No City liens or other City debt on the 

property 

 Property must have active homeowner’s 

insurance coverage 

 Repairs that would be made under a 

homeowner’s insurance policy will not be 

covered 

Please contact the Office of Planning and 

Economic Development at 217-789-2377 to 

learn more about these programs. 

facebook.com/pages/Enos-Park-Neighborhood-Improvement-Association-EPNIA/ 

www.EPNIA.com       twitter.com/epnia 

Always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 
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2019 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Ownbey, President 553-4629 ...... info@epnia.com 

Ryan Mobley, Vice President ............................... 801-8225 

Linda Maier, Treasurer ......................................... 971-9138 

Keshia Barbee, Secretary ...................................... 622-5244 

Fletcher “Bud” Farrar, Director ............................ 523-2801 

Kirk Jefferis, Director ........................................... 971-2258 

Shannon Karrik, Director ............................... 309-696-8938 

Jeff Lapp, Director ................................................ 299-4006 

Danyel Pitts, Director ............................................ 717-5346 

Larry Quenette, Director ....................................... 414-7227 

Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 

Dave Steward, Director ......................................... 622-6591 

Jason Vincent, Director ......................................... 801-0244 

Associate Members (non-voting) 

Betsy Dollar, SAA ................................................ 523-2631 

Aileen Portugal, SIU ...................................... 619-993-4298 

Ticara Onyewuenyi, SIU................................ 510-754-4755 

The NCCL is hiring! 

The Northside Children's Community Library is now 

hiring for an Assistant Coordinator. The perfect candi-

date will be available 12-13 hours per week around the 

library's hours. They will be comfortable around 

groups of varying age children, carrying boxes of 

books, going up and down stairs and doing light jani-

torial work, among many other things. Come by to see 

us during open hours and check if we suit you, and ask 

Barbara (our Library Coordinator) for an application. 

We're located in the lower level of Third Presbyterian 

Church at 1030 N 7th St., enter at the south end of the 

church near the garages. School year hours are Tues-

day and Thursday 3-6 p.m. and Saturday 1-4 p.m. 

Did You Know? 

By Tiffany Lapp 

A message from Marilyn Piland’s daughter: 

“I wanted to let you know that Mother passed 

away this [weekend]. We are tentatively plan-

ning a Memorial Service for her later this month 

at Elliott Ave. Baptist Church. 

“I no longer have Mother’s email address book, 

so please share this information with others you 

think may be interested. Thank you.” 

— Sue Law 

At Qik-n-EZ we’re more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 

everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  
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Inner City Mission Expands While 

Preserving a Historic Structure 

Inner City Mission, located at 714 N. 7th St., opened its 

doors in 1984 and has worked with thousands of 

homeless children, their parents, and single women ever 

since. The brick apartment complex was originally part of 

St. John’s campus and the adjacent cottage at 726 N. 7th 

is one of a handful of Lincoln-era houses remaining in 

Springfield. It was originally built as a shotgun house, a 

popular design following the Civil War that featured two 

rooms, one in front of other, usually 15-18 feet wide. In 

the early 1900s, four rooms and a bathroom were added 

to the house.  

Inner City Mission purchased the house in 1991 and 

turned it into a clothing distribution center. It became 

known as Miss Daisy’s House, due to Daisy Walcher, 

who devoted more than 25 years of her life to 

volunteering with ICM after her retirement. Following 

her death, ICM completed an extensive renovation of the 

entire structure and recently reopened it for us as 

administrative offices, freeing up space in the main 

building to create four additional units of housing. 

Many different churches and business partners 

contributed to the renovation of this unique and historic 

building, allowing ICM to come in more than 50% under 

budget for the renovations. A dedication and 35th 

anniversary celebration was held on Aug. 25 to thank all 

those who had taken part in the most recent project as 

well as supported ICM over the years.  

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement 

Association, Inc. The editor is Michelle Ownbey. Circulation 

is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of each 

month. 

 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 553-4629 or  

e-mail president@epnia.com. The deadline for copy is the 

20th.  
 

Advertising rates are: 

 1/16 page $15  $37.50  for 3 mo. 

 1/8  page $20  $50.00  for 3 mo. 

 1/4  page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/2  page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 

 Full page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

Read about the Enos Park Community Garden on page 6... 

mailto:president@epnia.com
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Family Connections 

Proud to be an Enos Park Neighbor! 

www.siumed.edu  

In 2014, Kyle and Patty Dotson were part of the 

first wave of “urban pioneers” and purchased 918 

N. 5th from Enos Park Development. This cross 

plan style house is part of a row of large frame 

houses built in the 1880s. By 1941, it had been 

converted to a multifamily property. They took out 

walls to convert the triplex back to a single family 

home and create a more open floor plan. They 

have installed new plumbing and electrical 

throughout the house and are currently living in 

the upstairs while the downstairs is under 

construction. The house also has a new roof and 

exterior paint.  

In 2017, Kyle and Patty’s daughter, Keshia, and 

her significant other, Stephen Barbee, acquired 

819 N. 8th from Enos Park Development. Known 

as the “hoarder house,” even after several 

volunteer work crews filled multiple dumpsters 

cleaning out the inside of the house to enable 

potential buyers to walk through and cut down the 

massive overgrowth in the back yard, the new 

owners still had a huge project on their hands. 

Stephen and Keshia completely gutted the interior 

and then addressed structural issues, including 

jacking up the house and replacing several rotted 

beams throughout the first floor. They are now 

putting up dry wall and finishing the rooms one by 

one. The house has a new roof and a rebuilt front 

porch, with new siding coming soon. In the midst 

of this undertaking, Stephen and Keshia not only 

got married but used their house in progress as the 

location for an intimate gathering, transforming 

the “hoarder house” into a beautiful setting for 

their ceremony.  

In 2019, Stephen’s parents, Tom and Jackie 

Barbee, purchased the house across the street from 

their son and daughter-in-law, 830 N. 8th. They 

had downsized after retirement but decided 

apartment living wasn’t for them. However, they 

didn’t want a large house to maintain, although 

Tom wanted space for his woodworking hobby. 

This small cottage with a detached garage was the 

perfect solution. They plan to gut the kitchen and 

bathroom to update them, along with replacing the 

roof and cleaning up the yard. 

819 North 8th Steet a.k.a. the “hoarder house" 
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The cool nights remind us that summer is nearing its 

end and in our very near future, the leaves will 

follow the seasons into fall. We plant the seeds in 

spring, nurture and tend, collect the bountiful 

harvest in summer, and put our garden to rest for 

winter. This is the cycle that gardeners have 

followed through millennia. But for now, our garden 

is in its late summer prime, and we are indeed 

reaping the harvest, and donating our surplus to 

Kumler Outreach Ministries' Food Pantry. 

In the time between the writing of this column and 

your viewing it on a device, we will have completed 

our Great Potato Treasure Hunt, digging in our 

potato beds and hopefully finding the buried 

treasure that awaits. We will have begun our fall 

planting, our hopes that lettuce, spinach, peas, 

broccoli, beets, chard, and the like will grow 

steadily as the temperatures wane, and that any 

frosts we receive will be light. Sometimes a fall 

garden can last all the way until Christmas. 

September is the last official month of our 

community garden season, and we will have our last 

Second Saturday Storytime on September 14 at 

11:30am. This nature-themed storytime is for all 

ages, and healthy snacks are provided. Please join us 

under the shade of the big maple. 

On September 28 at 11:00am will hold our last 

gardening workshop, and the topic this time is 

planting garlic. We will have a brief lecture, and 

then plant garlic for next spring. Again, we'll meet 

under the big maple. For anyone who joined us in 

making a hugelkultur bed in our July workshop 

you'll be delighted to know that it is chock full of 

beans, corn, and squash, and a few other mystery 

plants. 

We garden together on Thursdays from 6-8 p.m., 

and Saturdays from 9:30-11:30 a.m. We hope to 

see you there! 

— Carey Smith 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 

Lola Lucas’s column continues, 

hosted by Lola’s friends, and 

occasionally by Lola herself 

through past writings.  

Jackie Jackson pledged to Lola 

Lucas to carry on her column—

but will appreciate volunteers to 

take a turn! 

Will you volunteer a column, something about Enos 

Park? Call Jackie Jackson, 217-544-2916. 

Enos Park Community Garden 

Pumpkin Flowers 

Storytime Chalkboard 


