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Starting a New Chapter 

2020 marks not just the start of a new 

year, but a new page in the chapter of 

EPNIA. Since 1989, a dedicated 

group of volunteers has been devoted 

to bringing back this historic 

neighborhood – preserving our 

history and building our future, as the 

signs in the vacant lots say. Marilyn 

Piland, the founder of EPNIA, passed 

away earlier this year, as did Jack 

Andrews, the former alderman who 

represented this area and advocated 

strongly for it. A few of the early 

board members still live in the 

neighborhood, although only a couple 

have remained active all this time 

(I’m looking at you, Linda Maier and 

Bud Farrar). Many familiar faces are 

no longer around, but we have an 

abundance of new neighbors who 

have arrived within the past decade, 

thanks to our revitalization efforts. 

I’ve served on boards for many 

different organizations, and EPNIA is 

the only one I’ve ever encountered 

that doesn’t have term limits. There 

are pros and cons to that, and I’ll 

leave it to future boards to consider 

the ramifications. But for me, having 

served as president now for the past 

five years (and vice president for 

several years before that) I feel that 

I’ve taken EPNIA as far as it can go 

with my skill set. I’m in a different 

season of my life now, with a 14 

month old who demands (and 

deserves) a lot of time and attention, 

as well as increasing responsibilities 

at my job. Plus, having an introvert 

like me in such a public role is 

probably not the best way to reach out 

and engage new neighbors. ☺ 

I didn’t make the decision to step 

aside lightly, and I certainly wouldn’t 

do so without knowing that the 

organization will be in great hands. 

While Caleb is a newcomer to the 

board, he has extensive experience in 

nonprofit management and “engaging 

people who don’t want to be 

engaged,” in his words. He knows 

how to communicate with people 

from all walks of life and sees the 

strength that comes from having 

diverse people at the table.  

Continued on page 2 



 

P a g e  2  

 

 

I am a native of Chicago and a graduate of Benedictine University of 

Springfield. I am married to Dr. James E. Smylie III, and together we founded 

Victory Through Praise Ministries. Our marriage of 28 years has produced three 

awesome and powerful children: Minister Jimmy IV, Jaala and Mariah. I am 

also the CEO and founder of Lighthouse KIDZ and Family Development, 

which I have operated out of our home on Sixth St. across from McClernand 

School for more than 20 years.  

I am a co-author, conference speaker, biblical teacher and advocate for justice 

in the sphere of children and families. God has anointed me to mentor, teach 

and train many women in the body of Christ. Along with my husband, I 

minister to married couples in a way that brings deliverance, healing, freedom 

and restoration. The Word of God is the driving force that gives me passion and 

focus. 

— Donna Smylie 

Hello friends,  

My name is Caleb Payne, and I'm excited to be your neighbor in this 

beautiful Enos Park. My wife, Bethany, and I actually met here in the 

park 10 years ago on the campus of Inner City Mission, where I work 

as a director. We have two crazy boys, Corey and Malachi... with 

another child due summer 2020 (we're praying for a gentle spirit in 

this one!). 

There truly is no place like home, and Enos Park fits the bill. I look 

forward to meeting those of you I have not met yet and growing deep 

in friendship with those who reside in this corner of our city.  

Blessings, Caleb Payne  

But while my role is changing, I am certainly not 

going away. I will remain on the EPNIA board for 

the time being in a past president role, which has 

been our tradition, although I’ve told Caleb I’ll sit 

quietly in the corner until I’m called upon for 

institutional knowledge. However, I will continue 

to lead the charge for new development in the 

neighborhood, the missing piece of the puzzle that 

still remains. As of Jan. 1, Enos Park Development 

will be a completely separate board from EPNIA, 

and it is there that I feel my real estate background 

will be the most helpful. There is still much work  

 

to be done with our land bank, particularly the 

vacant lots that we have been diligently 

maintaining all these years while we seek 

appropriate types of infill development.  

Thank you to all those who have encouraged, 

assisted and otherwise supported me these past few 

years. Please continue to do the same for Caleb 

and the rest of the EPNIA board, and with 

everyone’s help Enos Park will keep shiningly 

brightly as the Jewel of Springfield. 

— Michelle Ownbey 

Continued from page 1 
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Did You Know? 

At Qik-n-EZ we’re more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 

everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  

New Downtown YMCA Update 

Things are really moving at 

the corner of 4th and 

Carpenter streets as O’Shea 

Builders have started to 

erect the new YMCA’s 

interior walls. The first 

precast panel was placed on 

November 14 and represents the wall for the future pool 

deck. The placement of these interior walls will continue 

to be set until all 156 panels are installed. The building 

will have 56 tons of concrete rebar, 150 tons of steel 

joists, 938 squares of steel decking and 298 tons of 

structural steel. Mike Sunley, project manager for O’Shea 

Builders and assigned to the YMCA project is estimating 

that the interior walls should be completely installed by 

December 25, 2019. If weather cooperates this winter, the 

building should be completed by the last quarter of 2020. 

In addition to the construction of the new YMCA, 

fundraising is also ongoing. Fundraising efforts have 

yielded $25.6 million of the $34 million project. 

Currently, commemorative bricks are being sold and will 

be laid at the entrance of the new facility. Brick sales will 

end December 31, 2019. If you are interested in 

purchasing a brick, please follow this link: 

https://www.springfieldymca.org/wp-content/

uploads/2019/09/Downtown-Brick-2019.pdf 

https://www.springfieldymca.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Downtown-Brick-2019.pdf
https://www.springfieldymca.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Downtown-Brick-2019.pdf
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Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association 

2020 Proposed Board of Directors 

Elected Positions 

Appointed Positions 

 Betsy Dollar -Springfield Art Association (Associate Member - Non-voting) 

 Alex Worix – SIU (Associate Member – Non-voting) 

 Michelle Ownbey (Past president) 

Enos Park Development 

2020 Proposed Board of Directors 

 Keshia Barbee (Secretary) 

 Fletcher “Bud” Farrar 

 Shannan Karrick 

 Ryan Mobley 

 Caleb Payne (President) 

 Donna Smylie 

 Dave Steward 

 Marcus Stewart 

 Jason Vincent 

 Kirk Jefferis 

 Linda Maier 

 Michelle Ownbey 

 Danyel Pitts  

 Larry Quenette 

2019 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Ownbey, President 553-4629 ...... info@epnia.com 

Ryan Mobley, Vice President ................................ 801-8225 

Linda Maier, Treasurer .......................................... 971-9138 

Keshia Barbee, Secretary ...................................... 622-5244 

Fletcher “Bud” Farrar, Director............................. 523-2801 

Kirk Jefferis, Director ........................................... 971-2258 

Shannon Karrik, Director ............................... 309-696-8938 

Jeff Lapp, Director ................................................ 299-4006 

Danyel Pitts, Director ............................................ 717-5346 

Larry Quenette, Director ....................................... 414-7227 

Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 

Dave Steward, Director ......................................... 622-6591 

Jason Vincent, Director ......................................... 801-0244 

Associate Members (non-voting) 

Betsy Dollar, SAA ................................................ 523-2631 

Aileen Portugal, SIU ...................................... 619-993-4298 

Ticara Onyewuenyi, SIU ................................ 510-754-4755 

facebook.com/pages/Enos-Park-Neighborhood-Improvement-Association-EPNIA/ 

www.EPNIA.com    twitter.com/epnia 
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Grant Received From Young Philanthropists 

Much thanks to the Young Philanthropists for choosing us to be the recipients of a grant to fund the 

Kidzeum Young Engineer’s Club 

This after-school program is currently scheduled to begin this spring - every Wednesday from 3-5pm 

for 8 weeks. The target age is K-2. Weekly lessons will help kids learn to think like an engineer and 

apply what they learn in the classroom into their everyday lives. Engineer/s from Eaton Corp will help 

create the curriculum and make visits to share their insights and experience. 

This grant will provide money for materials, staffing, scholarships for low-income kids, transportation 

and marketing. 

“We hope this experience will help our students have exposure to a completely new way of thinking in 

a fun and interactive setting. Our desire is to give students new opportunities to discover life. We hope 

to inspire a new love for learning that they will carry into their school and homes and can share with 

their families.” 

— Dawn Mobley 

Always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 
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Let’s talk about the neighborliness of funerals. 

This has been a hard week for many of us—

especially those connected with UIS, for both men 

had been our colleagues there for many years. 

First we suddenly lost a 

cherished friend, Frank, 

at age 77, too young—he 

and his wife were travel-

ing in South America. 

Then we lost John, 96, 

who’d recently had a 

splendid book published, 

his translation of Chinese 

poetry—we’d had a 

grand opening last 

spring. Another book is 

on its way, while I know 

of a third set of poems, I 

call them “the old man 

poems” that need finding 

on his computer, and 

made available. (Yes, we 

oldies lose things, espe-

cially on our computers!) 

The funerals for both men were held this week, 

with visitations, services, “Celebration of Life” 

tributes, luncheons, and for John, Camp Butler gun 

volleys, taps, and a flag presented to the family— 

he was not only in the military in World War II but 

was awarded a Purple Heart. Frank deserves a mul-

ticolored heart for the work he’s done in child ad-

vocacy. One funeral was at St. Agnes, the other at 

the Unitarian Fellowship. There was considerable 

overlapping of congregants. 

There was, of course, grief. There is also a lot of 

busy-ness that surrounds death: immediate, with 

the ceremonies, letting people know, and more—

and then the after-death: paperwork, sorting—the 

list goes on and on. But there is a positive: death 

usually draws many people together. The immedi-

ate family comes, often from a distance, some have 

not seen each other in a long time, some may have 

never met. Old stories are told, new stories prod 

the old ones aside, or will now coexist. Old friend-

ships are renewed, and often new ones are formed, 

within the family circle and without. For there is 

the common bond of caring for the one who has 

died, and those left behind. It isn’t just family. And 

often these relationships flourish.  

Another aspect of any death, including a shared 

one, is often self-reflection in those living. What 

sort of parent, or child, or friend have I been? What 

sort of neighbor? What have been my priorities? 

Should these be changed or modified? This is a 

large subject, and personal to each of us; I won’t 

carry it further here. But we could look at our 

whole neighborhood as a “friend” –one that we 

want to be healthy and flourish. Here, we can all 

participate in supporting each other, which in turn 

supports our neighborhood “friend.” I am hearing 

it on the streets these days— “Oh, you live in Enos 

Park—that’s becoming quite a good place to live!” 

And I keep having a silly comparison in my head, 

Continued on page 7 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 

Frank Kopecky 

John Knopfle 

Abraham Lincoln’s Funeral Carriage 
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of that vast underground fungus—the largest living 

creature—until recently unknown, except that mush-

rooms and such surface from it. That sort-of “pancake 

vision” can be our neighborhood, our basis, our drone 

bass, and we are the sprouts that flourish from it.   

I see I’ve strayed a bit from death creating neighbor-

hoods, to life doing such; authors can get carried 

away! But both of course are true.  So be it. 

— Jackie Jackson 

Continued from page 6 

Lola Lucas’s column continues, 

hosted by Lola’s friends, and 

occasionally by Lola herself 

through past writings.  

Jackie Jackson pledged to Lola 

Lucas to carry on her column—

but will appreciate volunteers to 

take a turn! 

Will you volunteer a column, something about Enos 

Park? Call Jackie Jackson, 217-544-2916. 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement 

Association, Inc. The editor is Michelle Ownbey. Circulation 

is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of each 

month. 

 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 553-4629 or  

e-mail president@epnia.com. The deadline for copy is the 

20th.  
 

Advertising rates are: 

 1/16 page $15  $37.50 for 3 mo. 

 1/8 page $20  $50.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/4 page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/2 page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 

 Full page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

mailto:president@epnia.com

