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217-788-8234 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

 August, 2019 Volume XXX, Number 7 

EPNIA will once again host 

Neighborhood Night Out on behalf of 

the north end neighborhood 

associations, and this year’s event will 

be held on Tuesday, August 6, from 5

-7 p.m. in Enos Park. There will be a 

picnic dinner provided by MJ’s Fish 

and Chicken, kids’ activities, and 

informational tables from many local 

organizations. Here are just a few of 

the highlights: 

 The Northside Community 

Children’s Library will have a table 

with free books and a dunk tank 

fundraiser. A dollar gets you three 

balls to try and dunk a Springfield 

Jaycee’s volunteer. 

 Springfield Police Department will 

hold a K-9 demonstration and 

Springfield Fire Department will 

have a fire truck on hand. 

 St. John’s Children’s Hospital will 

have activities for kids. 

 Memorial Medical Center will 

have information from the 

Comprehensive Stroke Team, 

Memorial Behavioral Children’s 

Center/MOSIAC, and the Weight 

Loss and Wellness Center & 

Healthy Families. 

 SIU will have representatives from 

the Access to Care Collaborative. 

 Meet Curtis Morris, the newest 

Habitat for Humanity homeowner 

who will be moving into a newly 

renovated Habitat house in Enos 

Park. 

 Representatives from the FBI 

Springfield Citizen’s Academy and 
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Citizen’s Police Academy will be on hand to 

answer questions about their programs. 

 And much more! 

There will NOT be a neighborhood meeting in 

August, due to National Night Out. We will 

resume our regular schedule of potlucks and 

meetings the second Tuesday of each month on 

Tuesday, September 10.   

Continued from page 1 

facebook.com/pages/Enos-Park-Neighborhood-Improvement-Association-EPNIA/ 

www.EPNIA.com       twitter.com/epnia 

Several years ago, Habitat for Humanity – 

Sangamon County built a house for Barbara Bell 

at 727 N. 7th St. on a lot donated by EPNIA.  

Barbara has recently taken a job in Champaign 

and moved out of the area, so Habitat bought 

back the house and is in the process of doing 

some minor repairs and updates. 

As of September 1, it will become the new home 

for Curtis Morris, his fiancé Kristal Holcomb, 

and children Nicholas Holcomb (16), Amare 

Morris (7) and Cayden Morris (3). Curtis and his 

family currently rent a house on N. Third St. and 

are excited to be able to stay in the 

neighborhood. 
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2019 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Ownbey, President 553-4629 ...... info@epnia.com 

Ryan Mobley, Vice President ............................... 801-8225 

Linda Maier, Treasurer ......................................... 971-9138 

Keshia Barbee, Secretary ...................................... 622-5244 

Fletcher “Bud” Farrar, Director ............................ 523-2801 

Kirk Jefferis, Director ........................................... 971-2258 

Shannon Karrik, Director ............................... 309-696-8938 

Jeff Lapp, Director ................................................ 299-4006 

Danyel Pitts, Director ........................................... 717-5346 

Larry Quenette, Director ....................................... 414-7227 

Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 

Dave Steward, Director ......................................... 622-6591 

Jason Vincent, Director ......................................... 801-0244 

Associate Members (non-voting) 

Betsy Dollar, SAA ................................................ 523-2631 

Aileen Portugal, SIU ...................................... 619-993-4298 

Ticara Onyewuenyi, SIU ............................... 510-754-4755 

For several years now, the Catholic Heart Work Camp 

has sent a group to Springfield, sometimes as many as 

several hundred volunteers and their leaders. The par-

ticipants come from all of the country, although mostly 

from the Midwest, and they raise money to pay their 

way so they can come and work for us at no charge!  

This year, the group stayed at SHG and two teams of 

students spent a week completing projects in Enos 

Park. In addition to assisting two of our senior home-

owners with yard work and maintenance projects, the 

teams painted the garage that we use for storage in the 

1100 block of N. Fourth St. and built a decorative 

fence at our apple orchard at Fifth and Bergen that will 

hopefully cut down on the fly dumping problem there.  

These are “before” pictures taken the first day the 

crews began work – drive by to see how they look 

now! A big thank you to Tiffany Lapp and Dawn 

Mobley for helping with organizing and supervising 

the projects and to Dave Knoepfle, the Springfield site 

coordinator, who keeps bringing this wonderful group 

back to our neighborhood each year.  

Did You Know? 

By Michelle Ownbey, President of EPNIA 
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INNER CITY MISSION 

helping the homeless find their way home 

 

Dear Friend of the Mission,               Summer 2019 

 Next month on August 25th, we will celebrate 35 years of homeless ministry with a ribbon-cutting 

ceremony on our property at 714 N Seventh Street. Our theme is CELEBRATING 35 YEARS OF NEW 

BEGINNINGS. And we would love for you to attend. This will be an outdoor event beginning at 5:00 PM 

with a Fish & Chicken Fry under a big tent. The actual ribbon-cutting ceremony will begin at 6:00 PM with 

a brief history of ICM, an update on the ministry, and special acknowledgements. Once the ribbon is cut, we 

will open Miss Daisy’s house for a tour which will also include a visit to our main shelter (the Lodge) and our 

newly-designated secondary shelter (ICM’s former office building).  

After the ceremony and tour, we will host a Cake & Ice Cream Social. Some of you already plan to attend 

and have requested this invitation, but if you haven’t, that’s okay. It’s not too late! You can show up for ANY 

part of this event—or ALL of it. We just ask that you to fill out the RSVP below and mail it in if you are 

coming. We would love to know who can join us.   

Whether you attend or not, my hope is that you understand how important you are to our ministry. 

For 35 years, we’ve had faithful supporters like you—and some of you have been with us for decades—

sacrificing hours in prayer, working as a volunteer, donating items, or giving financially to make sure our 

ministry continues. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts. YOU are the reason we are still doing this. 

God bless each one of you, and I hope to celebrate with you at Inner City Mission on August 25th.  

In His Service, 

Scott Payne 

A minister to the homeless 

To RSVP, please EMAIL caleb@innercitymission.net ~ OR ~ MAIL the form below to: 

714 N. 7th St, Springfield, IL 62702. 

YES, Scott, I plan on attending Inner City Mission’s CELEBRATING 35 YEARS OF NEW BEGINNINGS  

 I will be there at 5:00 PM for the Fish & Chicken Fry (I don’t want to miss good food☺) 

 I will be there at 6:00 PM for the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony and Tour  

 I will be there at 7:00 PM for the Cake & Ice Cream Social  

Name(s)__________________________________ Address _______________________________________ 

Number of people coming____________________ City____________________State______ Zip__________ 

Springfield, IL 62702  •  714 N. Seventh Street  •  (217) 525-3940   •   www.innercitymission.net 

“For I was hungry and you gave 

me something to eat… 

I was a stranger and 

you invited me in.” 

-- Matthew 25:35 

mailto:caleb@innercitymission.net
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Summer and School 
By Dawn Mobley 

Greetings friends and neighbors!  

We are in the 9th month of 2019...is anyone else 

surprised by how quickly the days are moving? I 

feel like I have just settled into summer break and 

I am being forced to think about school 

registration and getting back into the routine of 

work, school, and family activities. August begins 

as we enjoy the last days of summer and ends with 

settling into the school and work routine. 

This month, I begin my 4th year as the Parent 

Educator at McClernand Elementary School 

located on Enos Ave between 5th and 6th Streets 

and across from the Springfield Art Association. It 

is a great way to connect the opportunities and 

needs of the school to the people and resources of 

the Enos Park Neighbors. I will do my best to give 

you monthly updates and invitations to get 

involved at our neighborhood school. As a 

neighborhood community, we desire to support 

and encourage the staff, teachers, students and 

families of McClernand.  

Here are some EVENTS where you can get to 

know our staff, teachers, students and families 

AND get involved: 

August 5th - From 11am-6pm, families will come 

to McClernand Elementary to register their 

children for school this year.  

 You can volunteer to help with registration 

with families at the school.  

August 15th and 16th - From 1-3pm, you can 

help work at McClernand to get the halls 

decorated and ready or get the landscaping ready 

for the 1st day of school. 

August 19th - 1st Day of School.  

 You can join me from 8:10-8:30am to 

welcome the students and staff on the first day 

back to school.  

August 22nd - Open House BBQ is an 

opportunity for McClernand families and 

community members to meet the staff and teachers 

of McClernand Elementary school and find out 

about ways to join in the partnership of Family 

and Community Engagement to communicate 

ideas/needs and engage at school.  

 You can donate your time/resources/ as well as 

attend/volunteer to serve food, host a game, or 

meet our awesome families at this event. 

Here are some ACTIVITIES and GROUPS you 

can join to serve our staff, teachers, students 

and families: 

Reading Mentoring - A weekly reading program 

where one adult is paired with one student for the 

semester (often the year) where the student 

practices reading aloud. Reading groups are held 

Continued on page 6 
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on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays for 30 

minute blocks during recess time.  

 You can volunteer to listen and build relationships 

with a student by committing to at least 1 

semester. Times vary by day, background checks 

and training meeting is required prior to serving.  

Reading Lounge - This year we have a brand new 

Reading Lounge where students can stay inside and 

read during their recess thanks to the memorials of 

Jim Solenberger and Kenneth C.Lapp.  

 You can volunteer to sit with students during 

recess 11:40am - 12;50pm 

F.A.C.E. Team - McClernand’s Family and 

Community Engagement Team is a group of 

McClernand Staff, Family members (students and 

parents) and Community members that discuss ways 

to build a welcoming environment and practice good 

communication in order to encourage growth and 

achieve success.  

 You can join this team and bring your resources 

and expertise to help us grow/learn from others 

and together we can achieve success. 

Lunchtime Helper - Lunchtime is a busy and 

important time at McClernand. Students are excited to 

see their friends and need to get some of their energy 

out. 

 You can help us in the cafeteria with crowd 

control and/or engage with the kids on the 

playground during recess. Many of them are 

interested in playing group games but we do not 

have the staffing to lead these games.  

Landscaper/Gardener -  Every school is required to 

have some kind of landscaping, but this is not listed in 

anyone’s job description. I have taken it upon myself 

to gather groups to help dig, plant and mulch and I 

spend my time pulling weeds, watering and seeking 

volunteers to help. 

 You can help by watering, weeding, seeking 

flower/soil/mulch donations, planting and 

supporting anyone who helps.  

Holiday/Event Decorating - Everyone loves a 

colorful and creatively decorated school building and 

yet there is little time to find to make it happen.  

 You can help by searching Pinterest, garage sales, 

or your closet/basement to create catchy posters/

signs/banners that we could use in our entryway 

and hallways. 

Here are some different roles that might help you 

decide how you can get engaged: 

Leader - any person who invites/empowers/models/

offers and extends friendship to others in the art of 

neighboring; building relationships and friendships 

where people are gathering, supporting and helping 

one another.  

Reporter - any person who will promote, invite and 

report on social media/email on activities/gatherings/

clubs/parties going on in the neighborhood. 

Supporter - any person who will participate/

contribute to the success of the event/activity by 

attending and offering help. 

Advocate - any person who will share the vision of 

community neighboring/ promote the vision to those 

within the neighborhood and outside the 

Continued from page 5 
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neighborhood with the purpose of seeing other 

neighborhoods practice the art of neighboring.  

Investor - any person who will give/share/donate 

to the needs/events/activities for the purpose of 

providing opportunities for the neighborhood. 

Community Partner - any business/organization/

church who will offer their services/expertise/

resources/leadership for the good of the 

neighborhood. 

I really hope you enjoy the rest of your summer 

and are excited about the new school year ahead. I 

look forward to practicing the art of neighboring 

with you. 

Dawn Mobley 

Parent Educator 

McClernand Elementary School 

801 N 6th St, Springfield IL, 62702 

217-525-3247 (phone) 

217-801-0751 (cell) 

 

Continued from page 6 

Always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement 

Association, Inc. The editor is Michelle Ownbey. Circulation 

is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of each 

month. 

 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 553-4629 or  

e-mail president@epnia.com. The deadline for copy is the 

20th.  
 

Advertising rates are: 

 1/16 page $15  $37.50  for 3 mo. 

 1/8  page $20  $50.00  for 3 mo. 

 1/4  page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/2  page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 

 Full page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

mailto:president@epnia.com
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“A garden is a solution that leads to other solutions. 

It is part of the limitless pattern of good health and 

good sense.” 

— Wendell Berry 

Summer in the garden is always a wonderful time!  

All the hard work of spring is now blossoming and 

fruiting and showing the promise of summer har-

vest.  In the garden, the tomatoes and sunflowers 

grow tall, beets heave themselves from the ground 

in ripeness, and cilantro bursts into flower from 

July heat.  The frequent question of, “Are those to-

matillos?” about our volunteer patch can be an-

swered with a definitive “Yes!” 

But even more wonderful than the produce in the 

garden are the relationships that are growing and 

blossoming, from acquaintances to friends, from 

members of a work crew to members of a commu-

nity.  I have met so many lovely people this sum-

mer in the garden, from all walks of life.  I feel the 

ties of friendship and community growing with 

every visit to the garden.   

If you’ve been by the community garden lately 

(located on N. 5th, just south of the tracks), you may 

have noticed our hard work.  In addition to keeping 

up with the weeds (which is a big task!) and our 

beginning harvest, we have planted 9 Juneberry 

trees, repainted garden signs, and painted a mural 

and chalkboard.  Having children in our garden is 

such a delight!  We want to make sure they feel 

welcome, and the big open lawn in our garden in-

vites summer fun. 

Continued on page 9 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 

Anna harvests her dinner 

Enos Park Community 

Garden Variety Show 

September 7 at 4 p.m. 

The Community Garden, 1022 N. 5th 

Come out and hear the local talent! 

Come out and BE the local talent! 

If you have a talent you'd like to share with our 

neighbors, please contact Carey Smith, 

708.580.8432 (call or text) 

or wellforth@gmail.com. 

Singers, dancers, musicians, jugglers, magicians, 

storytellers, poets, comedians—surprise us! 

mailto:wellforth@gmail.com
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We’ve also built a composter, and 

have opened it up to our greater 

community to use.  It is best ac-

cessed via the paved alley that 

runs behind the garden.  We are 

currently accepting fruit and 

vegetable scraps, egg shells, and 

coffee grounds.  An easy way to 

contribute to the community com-

post is by putting your contribu-

tions in a sealed container in your 

fridge, and when it gets full, bring 

it to the garden.  Be sure to re-

place the bungee on the back gate.  

The compost generated by our 

community composter will be put 

back on our garden to help grow 

tasty treats for garden volunteers, with the surplus go-

ing to Kumler Outreach Ministries Food Pantry. 

If you’d like to join in on the fun, we garden together 

Thursdays from 6-8 p.m. and Saturdays from 9:30-

11:30 a.m.  We also offer Second Saturday Storytime, 

next on August 10, with nature-based stories and a 

healthy snack.  The fourth Saturday of each month is 

for our education component, usually a hands-on 

workshop.  On August 24, our topic is WEEDS:  

What are they good for?  You might be surprised!  

The workshop will provide an in-depth journey into 

the overlooked benefits of weeds, 

followed by a plant identification 

walk. 

Please take a chance to enjoy the 

other natural areas in our neighbor-

hood.  Tiffany Lapp has done an 

amazing job in caring for our com-

munity orchard at 5th and Bergen as 

well as the sculpture garden at 8th 

and Enos.  We are fortunate to have 

so many beautiful green spaces in 

our neighborhood. 

I hope to see you all soon at National 

Night Out in August and at the Enos 

Park Home Tour in September.  

We’re also planning a variety show 

at the garden this fall.  There are so 

many opportunities in our neighborhood to become 

part of the greater community.  We are so blessed. 

— Carey Smith 

Continued from page 8 

Lola Lucas’s column continues, 

hosted by Lola’s friends, and 

occasionally by Lola herself 

through past writings.  

Jackie Jackson pledged to Lola 

Lucas to carry on her column—

but will appreciate volunteers to 

take a turn! 

Will you volunteer a column, something about Enos 

Park? Call Jackie Jackson, 217-544-2916. 

At Qik-n-EZ we’re more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 

everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  


