
E P N I A  

M O N T H L Y  

M E E T I N G  

October 9, 

7 pm 

(potluck at 6:15) 

3rd Presbyterian 

Church 

Bergen & N 7th 

A representative from 

Abundant Faith will 

speak at our monthly 

meeting about plans for 

the two apartment build-

ings on 4th St. that they 

have recently purchased. 

Report Crimes to  

Crime Stoppers  

217-788-8234 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

 October, 2018 Volume XXIX, Number 10 

In 2016, the City of Springfield pro-

vided an architectural assistance grant 

so that EPNIA could hire Massie 

Massie & Associates to design 

streetscape for the Enos Avenue corri-

dor. It was decided to focus on the 

block between 7th and 8th Street first 

to address several key issues. 

Enos Park Development owns the 

building at 711 Enos, but it is not cur-

rently ADA compliant, and since the 

city right of way goes almost up to 

the front step, there were limited op-

tions for addressing this. The gravel 

area in front of the sculpture garden is 

not legal parking, according to current 

city codes, although it is used for 

parking by patrons of MJs Restaurant. 

Finally, the sidewalk in front of the 

sculpture garden was in bad shape, 

having cracked and broken in many 

places due to roots from two large 

trees that were too close to the side-

walk. 

While mature trees are an asset to any 

older neighborhood, these two were 

not well-placed, and the decision was 

made to remove them and replace 

them with smaller, ornamental trees 

that would not grow as large. This 

way, the new sidewalk would have a 

better chance of lasting longer. 

For the parking area, Massie suggest-

ed using permeable brick pavers, 

which would help address storm wa-

ter runoff, rather than simply creating 

Continued on page 2 
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an asphalt parking lot. The corner of 7th and Enos 

is prone to flooding during heavy rains, so this 

would be one way to help with this issue. It was 

also decided to remove the concrete slabs between 

the sculpture garden and 711 Enos (which were 

cracked and in poor condition) and regrade this 

area to slope the dirt away from the foundation of 

the building to help prevent seepage in the base-

ment. This area would become green space, which 

could eventually be turned into an outdoor seating 

area or house a gazebo, pergola, etc. 

Finally, the most challenging aspect of the project 

was figuring out how to make 711 Enos handi-

capped-accessible but doing so in an attractive 

manner. Massie ultimately designed a concrete 

terrace with a winding ramp that allowed for a 

gradual change in slope, taking into account the 

parking area as well as the nearby alley. 

EPNIA worked closely with Massie as well as the 

city engineers until all parties were satisfied with 

the final version of the drawings. The next step 

was to obtain funding, and TIF was the logical 

source. Alderman Andrew Proctor worked with 

the Office of Planning & Economic Development 

and the city’s legal department to draft an ordi-

nance. After the project was vetted by the city’s 

Economic Development Commission, it was ap-

proved by city council. It then went out for bid, 

and Sangamo Construction was chosen to com-

plete the work. 

EPNIA requested that the work not begin until af-

ter the home tour, so as not to restrict access to 

711 Enos or the sculpture garden. The contractors 

began work the following week, and the project 

agreement calls for it to be complete by Nov. 15. 

The long-term goal is to eventually streetscape 

additional blocks to the west, all the way to 5th 

Street. The Springfield Art Association is already 

in the process of significantly renovating their 

campus, and when work is complete, their new 

front door will face 5th and Enos. This would cre-

ate a visual link between the SAA campus and the 

hub of activity at MJs Restaurant, 711 Enos, and 

the sculpture garden. We hope you will enjoy see-

ing the first step in this transformation.  

Continued from page 1 

facebook.com/pages/Enos-Park-Neighborhood-Improvement-Association-EPNIA/ 

www.EPNIA.com       twitter.com/epnia 
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Abundant Faith Christian Center is one of the 

newest investors in Enos Park. In addition to their 

church campus, located on Taylor Avenue, they also 

own and operate several supportive living facilities 

including Haven House (single mothers), Haven 

Apartments (disabled individuals and families) and 

King’s Court (18 units of affordable housing). 

Abundant Faith was also the developer for 

Timberlake Estates, which offers both independent 

living and supportive living for senior citizens. 

Last year, Abundant Faith purchased a four unit 

apartment building at 1011 N. 4th that was in 

foreclosure and received Community Development 

Block Grant funds through the city’s Office of 

Planning and Economic Development to extensively 

renovate it. Pastor Jerry Doss recently took several 

members of the EPNIA board on a tour of the 

building, which is nearly ready for occupancy. Then 

last month, Abundant Faith also purchased the 

adjacent four unit apartment building, located at 

1009 N. 4th, after it came on the market and plans to 

being renovations on that property soon.  

A representative from Abundant Faith will be the 

guest speaker at our October neighborhood meeting 

to discuss their plans for these two properties and 

how they hope to become more involved in the 

neighborhood.  

Did You Know? 

By Michelle Ownbey, President of EPNIA 

Always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

2018 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Ownbey, President 553-4629 ...... info@epnia.com 

Danyel Pitts, Vice President .................................. 717-5346 

Linda Maier, Treasurer.......................................... 971-9138 

Dan Linn, Secretary ....................................... 847-341-0591 

Keshia Dotson, Director ........................................ 622-5244 

Fletcher Farrar, Director........................................ 523-2801 

Kirk Jefferis, Director ........................................... 971-2258 

Ryan Mobley, Director.......................................... 801-8225 

Larry Quenette, Director ....................................... 414-7227 

Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 

Dave Steward, Director ......................................... 622-6591 

Jason Vincent, Director ......................................... 801-0244 

Associate Members (non-voting) 

Betsy Dollar, SAA ................................................ 523-2631 

Aileen Portugal, SIU ...................................... 619-993-4298 

Ticara Onyewuenyi, SIU ................................ 510-754-4755 

At Qik-n-EZ we’re more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 

everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  
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Fall Branch Pickup 

Enos Park area week of October 29 

Springfield’s fall residential branch pickup will be 

taking place during the month of October. The fall 

curbside branch pickup will be set for one pick up 

for each area and follow a pre-set schedule. Crews 

will be in each quadrant once and branches must be 

placed curbside by 6:00 a.m. the Monday of the 

assigned pickup week to ensure branch pick up and 

disposal by city crews. 

Enos Park is located in the Northeast quadrant, 

which is scheduled for pick up the week of Octo-

ber 29. A map indicating where branch pickup will 

next occur is posted on the city website, 

www.springfield.il.us.0 

Size of Branch Piles 

The City of Springfield will pick up branch piles 

from residents: 

 No larger than 3 foot in height, 4 foot in depth, 

and 10 feet in length; 

 Piles larger than a small pickup load will not be 

picked up by the city; 

 The program is for branches only, no logs will 

be accepted 

 Branches/limbs trimmed by a commercial con-

tractor will not be picked up; and 

 Branches must be placed on the curb not ob-

structing the street or sidewalk. 

Year-Round Residential Branch Drop Off 

Residents may drop off branches, free of charge 

year-round, to Evans Recycling with proof of resi-

dency. Evans Recycling is located at 2100 J. David 

Jones Parkway and is open Monday-Friday, 7:00 

a.m. – 5:00 p.m. and Saturday, 7:00 a.m. – 12-

noon. Contact number is 217.391.0886. 

For questions about the City of Springfield branch 

pickup, please call the Office of Public Works at 

217.789.2255 or email 

public.works@springfield.il.us. 

http://www.springfield.il.us
mailto:public.works@springfield.il.us
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October McClernand S.T.A.R. Report 

Greetings Enos Park neighbors and friends! We are officially in the season of Fall and I am 

so happy the cooler weather is here. We are entering our 6th week of school where things are 

moving along very quickly. We are excited about engaging our students and their families 

and would like to have join us in our upcoming events.  

 

October McClernand S.T.A.R. Events 

McClernand School Vision 

McClernand STAR Teachers, Families, Students and Community Partners work together to 

provide a SAFE, TEACHABLE, ACCOUNTABLE and RESPECTFUL environment for 

success. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 

If you are interested in being a McClernand STAR Volunteer please contact Dawn Mobley at 

McClernand School 525-3247 or dmobley@sps186.org.  

 

October 15 3:15-4:15 pm FACE Team Mtg @McClernand 

October 25 

October 26 

5-8 pm 

8-3 pm 
P/T Conferences @McClernand 

October 26 5:30-6:30 pm Enos Park Bday Club  Party @Kumler UMC in Parlor 

October 29 5:30-7pm Reading in Disguise and Used Book Sale @McClernand 

October 31 

 

5:30-6:30 pm  

6-8 pm  

Enos Park HallowEnos: 

** Trunk or Treat @Springfield Art Association 

** Trick or Treat in Enos Park Neighborhood 

November 11 10:30-11:30 am Veteran’s Day Assembly @McClernand  

mailto:dmobley@sps186.org
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McClernand “Reading In Disguise” Family Night 

Monday, October 29, 2018 

5:30-7:00 pm 

*Light dinner served at 5:30pm 

How to Be Reading STARS: 

 Select what you read carefully. 

 Think about what you read. 

 Ask questions to learn more. 

 Read each and every day. 

 Share what you read with others. 

WHAT IS “READING IN DISGUISE” FAMILY NIGHT: 

 A place to READ Halloween themed books and LEARN skills and strategies that you 

can immediately APPLY in your home! 

 An opportunity to ASK questions and TELL us how we can help make reading a fun 

AND successful learning experience for the whole family AT HOME and SCHOOL! 

 A time to DRESS UP IN YOUR COSTUMES as a family and Trick or Treat at each 

reading station! 

 A night of FUN and LEARNING for the WHOLE family! 
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The 2018 Springfield Preservation Awards were 

presented on Sept. 19 during a ceremony hosted 

by the Illinois Realtors. Every two years, the His-

toric Sites Commission chooses notable renova-

tion projects to recognize, and Springfield Busi-

ness Journal profiles the recipients. This year, two 

different projects in Enos Park received awards for 

their efforts. 

Preservation Effort By a 

Not-for-Profit Organization: 

Edwards Place of the 

Springfield Art Association 

Betsy Dollar, Executive Director 

Like generations of other Springfield families, 

Don Walton and his family have been members of 

the Springfield Art Association (SAA) for over 45 

years and have participated in many activities at 

historic Edwards Place. In 2010, a restoration plan 

was created with an outpouring of public support 

and a matching historic preservation grant from 

the Jeffris Family Foundation of Janesville, Wis-

consin, resulting in completion of the first floor in 

2015.  

Students of all ages, community members and 

supporters like Walton can now appreciate the fi-

nal phase of work, supported by Jeffris and a 

matching grant from the Illinois Realtor’s Associ-

ation. The upper floors and attic staircase are now 

stabilized and accurately restored, bringing the 

home back to its full mid-19th century splendor, a 

time when Abraham Lincoln and the elite of 

Springfield were often guests.  

“In addition to adding space to exhibit artifacts 

illustrating the early founding and history of the 

Springfield Art Association itself, this has made it 

possible for us to open the area which was serv-

ants’ quarters and interpret a more multi-

dimensional story of life in this home,” said Betsy 

Dollar, the SAA executive director. 

Photo credit: Lee Milner. 

Continued on page 9 

Historic Preservation Awards 

Two projects in Enos Park honored with Historic Preservation Awards 
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Private Effort For The Restoration of 

an Historic Structure That Includes 

Residential Use (Single Family Home) 

In His Hands Orphans Outreach 

Stephanie Barton, Project Coordinator 

In His Hands Orphans Outreach (IHHOO) 

is a local nonprofit with a mission of help-

ing foster children and orphans while sup-

porting families through the adoption pro-

cess. One innovative way the group raises 

funds for its ministry is by renovating 

blighted homes and selling them at market 

value, which also improves the neighborhood. Since 

2014, the organization has brought together skilled 

volunteers for its home rehabs, and in 2016 partnered 

with Habitat for Humanity to provide a single mother 

and her three children with a completely restored 

home. Now, IHHOO is renovating 804 N. 7th St., the 

third house to be donated to the group by the Enos 

Park Neighborhood Improvement Association.  

The current project is a late 1800s home that was oc-

cupancy-prohibited and nearly became yet another 

teardown and empty lot, according to Stephanie Bar-

ton, IHHOO project coordinator. Scheduled to be 

completed late this summer, the 3-4 bedroom, two 

full bathroom home will have hickory hardwood 

flooring throughout and an open concept first floor 

with a great room area. When finished, the home will 

have new electrical, plumbing, HVAC, furnace and 

water heater, along with new siding, roof and win-

dows.  

Continued from page 8 

Photo credit: Lee Milner. 

(Springfield Business Journal, September 2018) 
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3rd Annual Wine Tasting 

Benefitting the Northside 

Children's Community Library 

When: Thursday, October 18, 5-8pm 

Where: It's All About Wine 

Tickets: $10 in advance; $15 at the door. 

Come in and sample wines while dipping all sorts 

of dessert items in warm, rich chocolate fondue! 

No sweet tooth? We'll have gourmet cheese and 

crackers to nibble on, too! 

While you sip your wine and make your selec-

tions, place your bids on several different silent 

auction items. We have gift baskets, art, a brand 

new Kindle and so much more! 

Featuring live music provided by the Uketopians! 

Northside Community Children’s Library welcomes volunteers to help on Tuesday and Thursday from 3-

6pm and Saturday from 1-4pm. 

If you enjoy being around kids, please call Barbara Kienzler or Angela Walker at 528-9277 to schedule a time 

to volunteer. 

The library is currently in need of fun board games, and snack foods such as crackers, cheese, chips, fruit 

snacks, juice, granola bars, and other pre-packaged snacks. 

The Library is located in the Lower Level of the Third Presbyterian Church (1030 N. Seventh St.); there is an 

identifying sign on the door on the south end of the building. 

PLEASE LIKE the NCCL on Facebook at facebook.com/NorthsideChildrensLibrary/ 

https://www.facebook.com/NorthsideChildrensLibrary/
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This month’s thoughts are about the Art Associa-

tion again—an exciting idea that the Director—

Betsy—has listened to me about, and thinks it 

could work. 

Actually two ideas, but the first isn’t unusual. We 

know the space between the sidewalk and the new 

parking lot will be landscaped. I’m suggesting not 

just grass, or even bushes, but arborvitae—a hand-

some tree that is both bushy and will grow tall, and 

stays green year around. You can see a fine exam-

ple in the row on the south side of McClernand 

School’s parking lot alongside my house at 816 N. 

Fifth. It’s a beautiful green barrier.  

But the second idea: It’s about that boxy building, 

the addition to the Art Association that has recently 

gone up. I haven't been inside, but I hear it's pretty 

grand—impressive--and serving a real purpose for 

the whole Springfield area. It gets an A plus! But I 

have yet to find anyone who thinks the outside is 

an enhancement to the neighborhood. When I bring 

it up, I'm deliberatively non-commital: "There's 

Fifth Street’s new building.” Often I don’t even 

bring it up—someone asks what it is. And the re-

marks about it I'm not going to print here, for some 

are pretty creative. Negatively creative! And often 

include a question about the source. "The ART As-

sociation? You gotta be kidding. Now, if it were a 

warehouse for used cars or farm machinery" --but 

that casts an aspersion on farmers, of which I'm 

one.  

So here’s my idea. We can’t turn the building into 

Bilbao or the Australian Art Museum—or even the 

Milwaukee Art Museum. But we can still make it 

ART! Cover that gray exterior with exciting paint-

ing.  And make it continually change, to catch the 

eye of every driver on busy Fifth Street. 

Here’s how:  Have an area-wide “invitation” for 

kids from 4 or 5 years old through college, to sub-

mit a picture or decoration for that space—and not 

just the grey-blue panel (the Association’s logo 

will go at the very top of that)  but it could—even 

should-- be over the whole side. Then paint some 

kid’s work on that side. Paint is relatively cheap, 

cheaper than mosaics, etc. The kid could even do a 

bit of the painting. There would be a photo in the 

paper, kid in front of the painting, name and 

school, splendid advertising for the Art Associa-

Continued on page 12 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement 

Association, Inc. The editor is Michelle Ownbey. Circula-

tion is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of 

each month. 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 553-4629 

or e-mail president@epnia.com. The deadline for copy is 

the 20th.  

Advertising rates are: 

 1/16 page $15  $37.50  for 3 mo. 

 1/8  page $20  $50.00  for 3 mo. 

 1/4  page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/2  page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 

 Full page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

mailto:president@epnia.com
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tion, and every driver on N. Fifth would look to see 

what the exhibit is now (for I recommend it be 

changed every month, or every two months., or at 

least every three months, for once a display becomes 

static, it will cease to get notice, just be part of the 

furniture.) Enos Park would be proud, the kid and 

school proud, it would be win-win for everybody and 

involve the whole community. (And community be-

yond Enos Park!) It would properly be ART, on an 

ART building!! 

Betsy Dollar, a couple of art teachers, and I discussed 

some of the ramifications. There would need to be 

scaffolds, to get the paint high. That would be an ex-

pense, perhaps a donation. There’d need to be a su-

pervisor, an artist—but it would be a fun day for that 

person. There’d need to be volunteers. But if the pic-

ture or design of a fifth grader at a local school was 

going up, there would be volunteers from that school. 

A whole Lincoln Land class could do a composite. 

An art class in the middle schools or high schools, 

even grade schools. An Eagle Scout could make fill-

ing that space his project. A group of adults might 

like to figure out a group project. A big dragon in a 

painting could moprh out into the yard in front, a 

combined painting and sculpture. There are a host of 

possibilities we haven’t begun to think of. How about 

a booklet that includes a dozen or so of the drawings 

that haven’t been on the building, but might be?   

So this is my recommendation: Decorate that gray 

box LOCALLY!! Make it exciting, and it will trum-

pet ART!!!  

Continued from page 11 

Lola Lucas’s column continues, 

hosted by Lola’s friends, and occa-

sionally by Lola herself through 

past writings.  

Jackie Jackson pledged to Lola 

Lucas to carry on her column—but 

will appreciate volunteers to take a 

turn! 

Will you volunteer a column, something about Enos 

Park? Call Jackie Jackson, 544-2916. 


