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At a time when women are finding 

their voices and creating waves of 

energy offering hope for  positive 

change in US. culture and in the 

Catholic Church, the Dominican 

Sisters of Springfield have launched a 

new ministry of mutual support for 

young women who seek to be a part 

of the change they want to see. 

The mission of Cor Unum—Latin for 

“One Heart”—is to be a place of 

mutual support for young women 

who want to discover their spiritual 

depth, create change for a better 

world, and realize the joy of service. 

Three Springfield Dominican Sisters 

are missioned to the project, which 

includes opening a house in 

Springfield to welcome women for 

prayer, community, socializing, and-

for some women-residency. 

The home, 925 North Fifth, is now 

under renovation in Enos Park 

neighborhood, and is designed as a 

gathering space that can also 

accommodate six residents. Once 

completed, the house will allow the 

sisters to welcome up to three women 

who want to immerse themselves in 

the values of community life and  

prayer, study, and preaching-

ministerial service. 

The rehabilitation is a collaborative 

effort of the Dominican Sisters and 

Fletcher Farrar, president of Old 

Neighborhood Rehab, Inc., a not-for-

profit that believes creating 

neighborly spaces is a necessary 

foundation for a healthy civic 

community. The house was acquired 

from the Enos Park Neighborhood 

Improvement Association. 

An anchor community of three sisters 

expects to move into the home in late 

Dominican Sisters Launch Ministry 

of Mutual Support for Women 
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2018. They currently reside at Sacred Heart 

Convent, the Dominican Sisters’ motherhouse on 

West Monroe Street. They are Sister Mary Clare 

Fichtner, Sister Lori Kirchman, and Sister Beth 

Murphy. 

Plans for this new ministry began in 2015, but 

were stalled last spring when the use of a vacant 

convent at St. Francis Xavier Cabrini Parish fell 

through. While searching for a new location for 

their residence, the sisters began welcoming young 

adult women for prayer and social activities. In 

that process they discovered a great desire among 

women who are busy with school and work to find 

space for prayer, mutual support, and investment 

in activities that can help improve civic society. A 

new model for the project was born out of that 

realization, says Sister M. Clare. 

Sister Lori Kirchman’s conversations with some 

of the women who’ve joined the sisters for 

occasions of prayer, movie nights, and game 

nights has convinced her of the need. “The women 

have told us they often feel isolated, even though 

technology seems to keep them endlessly plugged-

in,” she said. “They are very busy and socially 

engaged.” she says. “Our goal is to provide 

support and a space for them to slow down, 

unplug, and discover what is missing in their 

lives.” 

This broader ministry will enable the sisters to 

reach younger women, too. “For practical reasons 

women seeking residency with the sisters need to 

work full time and/or attend college, and be 21 to 

35 years of age,” explained Sister Beth. "But 

we've discovered that women who are younger 

the 18 and 19 and 20-year-olds-have the same 

desire for support. There is no reason they can't 

join us in creating a project that will take shape 

beyond the boundaries of our home." 

About the Cor Unum House 

With Fletcher Farrar’s help, the commitment of 

architect John Shafer, and contractor Calvin Pitts, 

the sisters’ dream is becoming reality. Fletcher 

located, and offered to help rehabilitate, a century-
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old home, just two blocks from another home he 

rehabbed for the Dominican sisters in 2000 and 

where two sisters currently live. The new house 

will include an addition to make the ground floor 

accessible and provide the meeting and living 

space the new community requires. 

“Enos Park is the perfect place for us,” said Sister  

Rebecca Ann. “The involvement of the 

neighborhood association, the Springfield Art 

Association, and the proximity of the Medical 

District make it a wonderful location for our 

sisters’ presence, providing many opportunities to 

build relationships and to serve in a wonderfully 

diverse and thriving neighborhood. Another one of 

our houses of sisters is nearby, creating an even 

stronger bond with the neighborhood.” 

Want to join Cor Unum? 

Any woman ages 18-35 who wants to participate 

in the development of Cor Unum is welcome to be 

in touch with the sisters. To learn more, contact 

them via their website, www.springfieldop.org/cor

-unum, by searching for @CorUnumOneHeart, or 

by calling 217-787-0481. 

Want to help? 

“We want to make the house as ecologically and  

fiscally sustainable as possible,” says Sister 

Kathleen Gallagher. “We invite your help to cover 

expenses for the installation of solar panels, the 

preparation of the gardens and grounds, other 

energy and earth-saving expenses related to the 

house, and some of the rehabilitation costs.” 

Contributions can be made at the Sisters secure 

donation portal or by calling 217-787-0481. 

(Continued from page 2) 

At Qik-n-EZ we’re more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 

everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  
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You probably know the neighborhood 

has a beautiful green space referred to as 

The Sculpture Garden at the northwest 

corner of 8th Street and Enos Avenue. 

It's been cultivated with love and hard 

work by many neighbors and partners 

since 2012. There are currently three 

large scale sculptures in the garden, 

including the red and white one called 

"Take Five." It features a bench where 

you can sit and look at the garden and 

was displayed in Chicago for three years 

until it came to Enos Park. 

You probably didn't know that The Sculpture Garden 

has hundreds of plants that were selected, donated, 

purchased, harvested or planted by design over 

hundreds of hours in the last six years. There's six 

specimen trees, including stunning red Japanese 

Maples and a few mature trees from days gone by. 

There's several dwarf lilac bushes that smell 

incredible in early May. There's too many bulbs to 

count that bloom with various flowers from early 

spring til fall. There's more than two dozen rose 

bushes in red, pink and yellow buds. There are 

several plaques commemorating services offered in 

the garden by various groups. There's a beautiful 

water fountain that some think looks like a giant 

throne and paved pathways displaying inscribed 

bricks from neighbors to loved ones. All of it was 

carefully and thoughtfully put together by people that 

cared a lot about our neighborhood. 

What I've learned since volunteering to help out is 

that the work in The Sculpture Garden is never 

ending. I spent over 50 hours, from three to five hours 

at a time, often three days a week, just getting the 

garden ready for SIU's Day of Service by collecting 

19 bags of yard waste and cutting back the rose 

bushes in March and April. The medical students 

came on April 26th and spread 100 bags of mulch, 

weeded several areas and planted Canna bulbs. Since 

then, I've put in more than 40 hours weeding and 

installing newspaper donated by Illinois Times under 

the mulch, watering, seeding grass, trimming trees, 

creating an area for compost, picking up litter and 

cleaning up behind the building at 711 Enos Ave. It 

actually takes 90 minutes to weed, paper and mulch 

just ten feet of a berm! It takes 60 to 90 minutes just 

to water the plants and containers. It takes 60 to 90 

minutes to pull the obvious weeds from mulched 

areas around desirable plants. I'd love to install 

newspaper under all the mulch because it cuts down 

on weeds, retains more moisture for the plants and 

helps the mulch last longer. I just can't get to all of it 

alone. I'd really appreciate some help! It would be 

incredible if someone wanted to spend 90 minutes 

weeding, but I'd appreciate help with watering just as 

much so I could do something else! 

Do you want to learn more or schedule a time to help 

out? Get in touch with Tiffany Lapp at 630-688-8979 

or divalynnea@gmail.com. 

Did You Know? 

By Tiffany Lapp 

mailto:divalynnea@gmail.com
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PARENT REMINDER! 

Summer is underway, but make sure to give your 

child a head start on next school year. Schedule 

your child’s school physical today! 

 Remember: If you are new to the area or if your 

child is going into Kindergarten, 6th or 9th grade 

they are REQUIRED to get a school physical prior 

to school starting. If your child is a senior in high 

school they are required to get a meningitis shot.  

If you are looking for a primary care provider, SIU 

Center for Family Medicine doctors look forward to 

keeping you and your family healthy year round. 

Call 545-8000 to make an appointment today! We 

are located at 520 N. 4th Street (Corner of 4th and 

Carpenter Street).  

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improve

ment Association, Inc. The editor is Michelle Ownbey. 

Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first 

Tuesday of each month. 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 553-

4629 or e-mail president@epnia.com. The deadline for 

copy is the 20th.  

Advertising rates are: 

 1/16 page $15  $37.50  for 3 mo. 

 1/8  page $20  $50.00  for 3 mo. 

 1/4  page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/2  page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 

 Full page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

Always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

mailto:president@epnia.com
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SHORT Stacks for a TALL Cause 

Support Northside Children’s Community Library at your neighborhood 

Applebee’s located at 3335 S. Veterans Parkway, Springfield, IL. 

Tickets: $5.00   Date: June 30, 2018  Time: 8am -10am 

PLEASE LIKE the NCCL on Facebook at facebook.com/NorthsideChildrensLibrary/ 

https://www.facebook.com/NorthsideChildrensLibrary/
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This month, let’s hear from Lola Luca again, who 

began this column. For July 2001 she wrote about 

birthdays, and since I’ve recently had a 

“significant” birthday, her topic resonates with me. 

Lola complains about people wailing when they 

turn 30, 40, 50. In exasperation she finally says to 

one, that there are children she’s known who have 

died of neuromuscular diseases back when Lola 

was a poster child and not expected to live. Kids 

who would have given anything for a few more 

years. She mentions Jews with tattooed arms, who 

lost entire families in the Holocaust. She speaks of 

AIDS. And finishes, so why should I (or you) think 

it’s dreadful to add another year? 

She goes on, “I realize it isn’t all about just getting 

older, or watching the sand accumulate in the 

bottom of the hour glass. Maybe people aren’t 

upset at still being alive, but having lived so little.” 

And then she goes off, in wonderful Lola fashion, 

about how much there is to live FOR, and gives us 

all a swift kick if we think that life is passing us by. 

She finishes with how much there still is to do right 

here in the Enos Park neighborhood, though she 

credits us for what we have already done. And ends 

with taking pleasure in an Enos Park ice cream 

social in Germann Park, and the friendliness of 

everyone there. 

If Lola were alive today, what joy she would take 

in what we have accomplished in the years since 

2001—the sculpture garden, the potential new Y, 

the addition to the Art Association and our teaming 

up with them, the neighborhood gardens plus apple 

orchard, the Bike doctor, the store where we can 

find rehab parts, the children’s library, the 

friendliness of the Third Presbyterian, our 

association with Kumler, our growing association 

with other neighborhood groups. The new and 

active folk here, with creative ideas and working 

hard—a summer program for kids is a great 

example. There is more to add to the list—the open 

mike nights at our local eaterie, just written up in 

SO. What else?  

Lola would be proud. And none of us have to 

regret our birthdays, for we grow in wisdom and 

empathy, even as we lose some of our capabilities. 

And there is always more to do, for ourselves and 

others, to have, in my grandfather’s words painted 

on his silo, “life as well as a living.” 

—J. Jackson 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 

Lola Lucas’s column continues, 

hosted by Lola’s friends, and occa

sionally by Lola herself through 

past writings.  

Jackie Jackson pledged to Lola 

Lucas to carry on her column—but 

will appreciate volunteers to take a 

turn! 

Will you volunteer a column, something about Enos 

Park? Call Jackie Jackson, 544-2916. 


