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In His Hands Orphans Outreach 

(IHHOO) is a local non-profit with a 

mission of helping foster children and 

orphans while supporting families 

through the adoption process. In 

2014, the organization brought 

together its skilled volunteers and 

embarked on a full renovation project 

of a blighted home and then sold the 

single family home using all proceeds 

for its ministry. But, the organization 

didn’t stop there. In 2016, it 

renovated a home on 8th street and 

partnered with Habitat for Humanity 

to provide a single mother and her 

three children a beautifully restored 

home. 

Now, IHHOO is completely 

renovating 804 N. 7th, a late 1800’s 

home that was occupancy prohibited 

and was close to becoming yet 

another teardown and empty lot. The 

home is under complete construction 

and renovation from new electrical, 

plumbing, HVAC, furnace, water 

heater, A/C, all new siding, roof, and 

windows to a first floor open concept 

with a brand new 2 car garage. When 

complete, the home will be a 3-4 

bedroom/2 full bathroom home with 

hickory hardwood flooring 

throughout the entire home and a 

beautiful white cabinet kitchen open 

to the dining and great room area.  

The home is scheduled to be 

completed near the end of August, so 

if you know of any potential buyers, 

please contact the project coordinator 

Stephanie Barton at (217) 494-7594. 

You can also contact Stephanie if you 
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are involved with a non-profit and would be interested 

in renovating a house to help raise money for your 

organization’s mission. 

This home renovation project would not be possible 

without skilled labor volunteers and the following local 

businesses and organizations providing discount 

materials, labor and donations for the cause that results 

in neighborhood improvement while helping foster 

children and orphans. Please consider using these 

reputable and giving local businesses for your home 

improvement projects! 

 Arizona Tile Company - Springfield 

 Bortmess Concrete, Inc - Rochester 

 Burgess and Sons HVAC and Plumbing - Girard 

 Carmean Electric Inc. - Springfield 

 Carter Bros Lumber  - Springfield 

 Cherry Hills Baptist Church - volunteers 

 Duggins Design Center, Inc. - Riverton 

 Grinux Homes – Athens 

 Habitat for Humanity of Sangamon County 

 Honey Do Construction - Waverly 

 Premier Flooring and Cabinets – Springfield 

 Republic Services 

 Slab Jackers Construction - Springfield 

 Westside Christian Church - volunteers 

 Williams Masonry Inc. - Rochester 

 United Way – volunteers 

Continued from page 1 

2018 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Ownbey, President 553-4629 ...... info@epnia.com 

Danyel Pitts, Vice President .................................. 717-5346 

Linda Maier, Treasurer .......................................... 971-9138 

Dan Linn, Secretary ....................................... 847-341-0591 

Keshia Dotson, Director ........................................ 622-5244 

Fletcher Farrar, Director ........................................ 523-2801 

Kirk Jefferis, Director ........................................... 971-2258 

Ryan Mobley, Director .......................................... 801-8225 

Larry Quenette, Director ....................................... 414-7227 

Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 

Dave Steward, Director ......................................... 622-6591 

Jason Vincent, Director ......................................... 801-0244 

Associate Members (non-voting) 

Betsy Dollar, SAA ................................................ 523-2631 

Aileen Portugal, SIU ...................................... 619-993-4298 

Ticara Onyewuenyi, SIU ................................ 510-754-4755 

Volunteers help renovate 804 N. 7th, including 

the garage (above) and the roof (below). 
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Inner City Mission Renovate 

Lincoln-era house 
Caleb Payne, Executive Director 

Here at Inner City Mission, we have begun the remodeling process for our property at 726 N. 7th St., the small 

cottage adjacent to our brick apartment buildings. One of our goals is to be able to move our current office 

space into the house so that it will not only be self-contained and therefore more private and secure, but also 

allow us to turn the current office space into residential use. Upon completion in 2019, this amazing Lincoln-

era home will allow our shelter to open four additional rooms for homeless families, taking our shelter 

capacity to 20 families total!  

Right now, we would like to extend a huge thank you to our volunteer group from Bethalto Christian Church 

for putting in some long hours in the hot sun to weatherize and beautify this gem with new windows and 

siding. Additionally, we would like to thank Tom Abert Siding and Windows for leading the team on this 

project, and Tower Hill Christian Church for doing all the prep work for the siding. 
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New Neighbor 

Ice Cream 

Social 

Welcome to the 

Neighborhood! 

Join us for a special event to 

welcome you on Tuesday, July 10! 

Meet your neighbors and learn 

about our great neighborhood! 

When: 

 Tuesday, July 10, 7pm 

Where: 

 Sculpture Garden, 8th & Enos 

Questions? 

 Email info@epnia.com. 

facebook.com/pages/ 

Enos-Park-Neighborhood-Improvement-

Association-EPNIA/ 

www.EPNIA.com       twitter.com/epnia 

mailto:info@epnia.com
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At Qik-n-EZ we’re more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 

everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  

Interior Space: 

A request for engagement 

The UIS Visual Arts Gallery has partnered with the 

Enos Park Residency for Visual Artists (administered 

by the Springfield Art Association) to bring a summer 

artist-in-residence to Springfield to work with our cam-

pus and  community in the development of new work 

and to then exhibit at UIS at the end of the residency 

period. Our summer resident, Allyson Packer, is seek-

ing neighbors who might be willing to work with her 

on her project. 

In her proposal, Packer wrote, “My exhibition, called 

‘Interior Space,’ will draw on my interest in bringing 

visibility to the unseen. I will ask people in Springfield 

to participate in the exhibition by loaning me one item 

from their attic (or garage or closet)—something that 

they find valuable enough to hold on to, but also do not 

keep on public display. These objects will then form 

the basis for a gallery installation.” 

Allyson is an accomplished artist and we hope that we 

can generate interest in her work and support for her 

project. If you are willing to engage in this project and 

loan an object, we want to emphasize that all contribu-

tions will be exhibited anonymously that your belong-

ings will be in good care with us at UIS. 

If you are interested in contributing to this project and 

connecting with Allyson, please let me know and I will 

get you in touch! You can learn more about this sum-

mer residency and exhibition by visiting: 

http://spotlight.uis.edu/2018/05/uis-visual-arts-gallery-

announces.html 

Thank you for your consideration, and I am happy to 

address any questions if you have them! 

Best, 

Allison Lacher, Exhibitions Manager, 

UIS Visual Arts Gallery 

The city of Springfield’s regular curbside limb 

pick up has concluded and will resume in the fall. 

However, branches that have fallen due to the 

recent storms will be picked up by Public Works, 

although the pickup may take several weeks. 

Residents may also break up branches and place 

them in their stickered yard waste bags. Residents 

may also take their branches to Evans Recycling, 

located at 2100 J. David Jones Parkway, at no 

charge. Questions? Contact Public Works at 217-

789-2255. 

Did You Know? 

By Michelle Ownbey, President of EPNIA 

http://spotlight.uis.edu/2018/05/uis-visual-arts-gallery-announces.html
http://spotlight.uis.edu/2018/05/uis-visual-arts-gallery-announces.html
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Officer Matt Doss is 

Promoted to Sergeant 

Springfield Police Chief Kenny Winslow, along 

with Mayor Jim Langfelder, announced six 

promotions during a ceremony held on June 18. 

Three officers were promoted to the rank of 

Sergeant, one Sergeant to the rank of Lieutenant, 

one Commander to Deputy Chief, and one Deputy 

Chief to Assistant Chief. 

Together, these sworn personnel have numerous 

years of service and experience. They display a 

great willingness to solve issues and are equipped 

with the knowledge and skills needed as the 

department grows and evolves.  

Officer James “Matt” Doss, was most recently the 

Neighborhood Police Officer for Beat 100, which 

is the area east of 9th St. He often patrolled with 

Officer Chris Jones since they had bordering areas 

and was a regular attendee at the EPNIA monthly 

meetings as well as the summer clubs for youth. 

Officer Doss was promoted from Patrol Officer to 

Sergeant. 

Officer Doss joined the force in 2000. He has 

worked in the Field Operations Division and as a 

Neighborhood Patrol Officer. Officer Doss served 

as a Field Training Officer and is a member of the 

Crisis Intervention Team. He was also a Specialist 

in the United States Army. He was pinned during 

the ceremony by his wife, Laura. 

Springfield Police Department Updates 

Police calls for service 

continue to decline 

Calls for service in the Enos Park neighborhood 

have been declining over the last few years, most 

likely due to a combination of factors. The SIU 

Access to Care program, which began in the fall of 

2015, funds community health workers who 

establish relationships with individuals who often 

have chronic or ongoing health issues, which can 

include drug/alcohol abuse and mental health. By 

helping them to secure permanent housing and 

stabilizing them with regular doctor’s visits, 

medications, etc., many crisis situations that may 

have previously resulted in calls to the police are 

averted. 

Our Neighborhood Police Officer, Chris Jones, 

was part of the Springfield group that traveled to 

Wichita, Kansas last year to receive training in the 

Homeless Outreach Team model. Again, the idea 

is to provide supportive services and help stabilize 

individuals rather than a “quick fix” of writing 

citations or making arrests that ultimately leads to 

additional police calls for the same nuisance 

behaviors because the underlying issues aren’t 

addressed. Several members of Springfield Police 

Department have worked with SIU to create an 

intervention team that tries to address problems in 

a proactive manner. 

In addition, Enos Park Development has purchased 

many problematic rental properties since creating 

Continued on page 7 

Police Sergeant Matt Doss & Family 
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a land bank in 2010 and worked to either pass 

them on to new owners to be renovated, or 

worked with the city to demolish the ones that 

were too far gone to save. A single problem 

rental property can generate a tremendous 

number of police calls over the course of a 

year, as can a vacant structure that becomes a 

nuisance to the neighborhood. Stabilizing these 

properties also contributes to the decline in 

police calls. 

Finally, we are fortunate to have a very 

proactive Neighborhood Police Officer who 

reaches out to landlords when he becomes 

aware of issues and also works to resolve 

ongoing disputes between neighbors. For example, a 

new tenant moved into a house on 8th St. at the 

beginning of May and within the first month there 

were six police calls for various disturbances at that 

address. Officer Chris Jones advised the landlord 

about what was occurring and gave him advice on 

how to handle the situation with the tenant. The 

landlord agreed to cooperate, and within a few weeks 

the tenant was gone. Had that situation been allowed 

to continue, it almost certainly would have resulted in 

a high volume of calls to police and complaints from 

neighbors. 

 

Last year, calls for service were down 8 out of 12 

months over the previous year, and so far this year 

calls for service have been down every month over 

2017. We are working to insure that the trend 

continues! 

Continued from page 6 Enos Park Calls for Service 

Always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improve-

ment Association, Inc. The editor is Michelle Ownbey. 

Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first 

Tuesday of each month. 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 553-

4629 or e-mail president@epnia.com. The deadline for 

copy is the 20th.  

Advertising rates are: 

 1/16 page $15  $37.50  for 3 mo. 

 1/8  page $20  $50.00  for 3 mo. 

 1/4  page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/2  page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 

 Full page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

mailto:president@epnia.com
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I don’t know what our country’s situation will be 

when this newsletter issue comes out, but as I write 

this, June 26, 2018, the situation is grim for over 

two thousand children who are separated from their 

parents, some as young as 9 months and nursing. 

Children from toddlers to teens. It’s grim for us 

too, to be part of a country that is allowing this. 

There are children scattered over 17 states; our 

local senator has found 66 in Chicago. How can I 

write a cheerful and hopeful page about being 

neighborly in Enos Park while this is happening—

and even if promptly resolved, these young ones 

will have suffered trauma that will plague them for 

life. 

Here is a neighborly story. I read or heard it a few 

months ago. In Wales, a man was so distressed 

about the Syrian refugees that he galvanized his 

small community to take ONE family: contribute a 

house to them with needed supplies, find jobs for 

the parents, enroll the children in the local schools, 

provide a Syrian-Welsh translator, and also allow 

the family several months to just get used to being 

out of danger, living in a new country, start 

learning the language, start becoming Welsh-

Syrians. Then they could take on responsibilities—

with the continuing help of their Welsh neighbors. 

And, the community has now done this! That’s 

how I heard about it. 

I’m not suggesting Enos Park could do this. But 

there must be something we can do, some pattern 

we can follow, beyond the borders of our 

community. I’m hoping some of you will have 

ideas. I know many of you are concerned. And if 

we come up with some sort of action,  I would like 

to participate. (I have heard of one action: U.S. 

schoolkids are writing letters and cards to children 

in detention. That’s one thing we could do.) 

I finish this with something I’ve written for Illinois 

 Times for June 28. And on June 30 there will 

be a rally in downtown Springfield, in support of 

some sort of action that will reunite these families. 

I’m sure almost all of us are  

heartsick heartsick heartsick at  

the inhumane cruelty to children  

families the ugliness our gutless 

land has become our sewer ethics 

fear for our grandkids great-grands 

folks, I pose us this basic question 

climate change is upon us we’re 

living in a new geologic epoch of 

our own making clever sapiens is 

wrecking our only home no species 

has managed to do this till now 

so when our midwest turns into 

another dustbowl when crops grow 

only farther and farther north (though 

ice and permafrost is melting at both 

poles) when worldwide coasts will be 

under seawater when the gulf stream 

stands still the whole mass of humans 

will be on the move ourselves included  

who then do we suppose will take US in? 

—J. Jackson 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 

Lola Lucas’s column continues, 

hosted by Lola’s friends, and occa-

sionally by Lola herself through 

past writings.  

Jackie Jackson pledged to Lola 

Lucas to carry on her column—but 

will appreciate volunteers to take a 

turn! 

Will you volunteer a column, something about Enos 

Park? Call Jackie Jackson, 544-2916. 


