
E P N I A  

E L E C T I O N S  

&  H O L I D A Y  

P A R T Y  

December 11, 

7 pm 

3rd Presbyterian 

Church 

Bergen & N 7th 

We will be electing our 

new board of directors 

for 2019, saying  

goodbye to Officer  

Chris Jones who has 

completed his 3 year 

term as our NPO, and 

getting to know our 

neighbors. Please see 

detailed ballot 

information on page 4. 

 

Report Crimes to  

Crime Stoppers  

217-788-8234 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  
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A recent fire at 733 N. 

4th did extensive 

damage to the house, but 

the occupants, Valcun 

Carmel and his four-year

-old grandson, were able 

to escape safely after 

being awakened by a 

smoke alarm. The smoke 

detector was installed 

during the 2016 Enos 

Park Day of Service 

when volunteers from 

SIU School of Medicine, the local 

American Red Cross, EPNIA and 

Springfield Fire Department went 

door to door to install smoke 

detectors for any resident that wanted 

them.  

Early in the morning on October 29, 

the Springfield fire Department 

responded to a 911 call from a house 

across from Springfield Art 

Association. Valcun and his grandson 

had fallen asleep in the living room 

while watching a movie together. The 

sound of the smoke alarm woke up 

Valcun, who realized the house was 

already filling up with smoke. He 

grabbed his grandson off the couch 

and raced outside, both escaping with 

no injuries.  

Valcun says he misses his former 

home, now boarded up, and all he lost 

inside. He had lived there for the past 

17 years. "Take care of your home, 

get alarms, and keep everything safe," 

said Valcun during an interview at a 

press conference held across the street 

from his house.  

“There are service-minded people in 

our community who give their time, 

energy, and care to make sure others 

Continued on page 2 
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At Home in the Park 6 

Homeowner Valcun Carmel with Red Cross staff. 

Photo credit American Red Cross. 
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facebook.com/pages/Enos-Park-Neighborhood-Improvement-Association-EPNIA/ 

www.EPNIA.com       twitter.com/epnia 

are prepared before they need help. This is an 

excellent example of that kind of diligence,” 

said Lynda Hruska, Executive Director for the 

American Red Cross Central and Southern 

Illinois. “Their willingness to spend time 

helping people plan for and install smoke 

alarms makes our community a better and safer 

place to live, which embodies our mission at 

the Red Cross.” 

The smoke alarms that helped save the lives of 

this grandfather and his grandson were among 

2600 smoke alarms installed during that Red 

Cross Sound the Alarm neighborhood 

canvassing blitz.  

“This is what community risk reduction looks 

like in our community and Red Cross has been 

the primary catalyst and supporting 

organization,” said Springfield Fire Chief 

Allen Reyne. “We are doing our part locally to 

reach the national goal of reducing home fire 

death and injury by 25 percent through the 

ARC partnership initiative that started in 

2015.” 

Continued from page 1 

Red Cross and Springfield Fire Department press conference, 

December 12, 2018. Photo credit American Red Cross. 
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Did You Know? 

By Michelle Ownbey, President of EPNIA 

EPNIA is a nonprofit 501©3 organization, registered 

with the State of Illinois. According to the IRS 

website: Under the Internal Revenue Code, all section 

501(c)(3) organizations are absolutely prohibited 

from directly or indirectly participating in, or 

intervening in, any political campaign on behalf of (or 

in opposition to) any candidate for elective public 

office. 

What that means is that EPNIA will not endorse (or 

oppose) any political candidate, and must be careful to 

avoid the appearance of such. While our board 

members may choose to attend a fundraiser or post a 

sign in their yard as a private citizen, I personally have 

chosen not to participate in campaigns since I am 

often seen as the public face of EPNIA. Likewise, if 

one of our board members publically supports a 

particular candidate, it should not be seen as an 

endorsement by the organization.  

While EPNIA cannot be directly involved in politics, 

we definitely encourage people to do their homework 

on the candidates, particularly when it comes to local 

elections that have the greatest impact on the places 

that we live and work. 

Inner City Older Neighborhoods 

(ICON) does an excellent job of 

publicizing where candidates 

stand on issues that are 

important to historic neighbor-

hoods like ours, and because they are a political action 

committee (PAC), ICON can endorse candidates and 

actively lobby.  

As we get closer to the spring municipal elections, 

ICON will be helping educate the public on the 

candidates for the city-wide races. ICON is hosting 

two aldermanic candidate forums in January (each one 

will have candidates for half the wards), and EPNIA 

members are encouraged to attend the forum that 

includes the Ward 5 candidates, in lieu of our regular 

January membership meeting. 

Please take the time to educate yourself about the 

issues that affect our neighborhood and those who are 

running for public office in our city. Visit 

SpringfieldICON.org for more resources and 

information. 

2018 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Ownbey, President 553-4629 ...... info@epnia.com 

Danyel Pitts, Vice President ................................. 717-5346 

Linda Maier, Treasurer ......................................... 971-9138 

Dan Linn, Secretary ....................................... 847-341-0591 

Keshia Dotson, Director ....................................... 622-5244 

Fletcher Farrar, Director ....................................... 523-2801 

Kirk Jefferis, Director ........................................... 971-2258 

Ryan Mobley, Director ......................................... 801-8225 

Larry Quenette, Director ....................................... 414-7227 

Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 

Dave Steward, Director ......................................... 622-6591 

Jason Vincent, Director ......................................... 801-0244 

Associate Members (non-voting) 

Betsy Dollar, SAA ................................................ 523-2631 

Aileen Portugal, SIU ...................................... 619-993-4298 

Ticara Onyewuenyi, SIU ............................... 510-754-4755 

http://springfieldicon.org/
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EPNIA 2019 Ballot 
Our annual elections will be held at our December membership meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 11 at 7 p.m. 

at Third Presbyterian Church. All dues-paying members are eligible to vote. If you haven’t yet paid 

your 2018 dues (or wish to go ahead and pay for 2019), it’s only $25 for individuals and $100 for 

businesses. These funds help support all the things that EPNIA does, from helping students and 

teachers at McClernand Elementary School, to our beautification efforts throughout the neighborhood, 

to hiring off-duty police officers for extra patrols.  

Below is the slate of candidates running for the 2019 board of directors, including biographies of two 

individuals who would be new to the board. 

Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association 2019 Proposed Board of Directors 

Elected Positions 

Appointed Positions 

 Betsy Dollar -Springfield Art Association (Associate Member - Non-voting) 

 Aileen Portugal – SIU year three medical student, (Associate Member – Non-voting) 

 Ticara Onyewuenyi - SIU year two medical student (Associate Member – Non-voting) 

Continued on page 5 

 Keshia Barbee 

 Fletcher “Bud” Farrar  

 Kirk Jefferis  

 Shannan Karrick 

 Jeff Lapp 

 Linda Maier 

 Ryan Mobley  

 Michelle Ownbey 

 Danyel Pitts  

 Larry Quenette  

 Dave Steward  

 Marcus Stewart  

 Jason Vincent  

At Qik-n-EZ we’re more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 

everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  

Always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 
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Meet Shannan Karrick 

My name is Shannan Karrick. My husband of 27 years, Andy, and I have two adult children- Hadley, recently 

relocated to Springfield, and Hayden, completing his bachelor's degree at Augustana College in Rock Island.  

I worked for the State for 25 years, and commuted nearly 100 miles per day between Havana and Springfield. 

In October 2016, I accepted a position with the Springfield-Sangamon County Regional Planning Commission 

that required Sangamon County residency. After a brief search, my husband, Andy, and I decided to settle in 

Enos Park. We purchased a mildly distressed property on North Fifth Street. The house continues to be a work 

in progress, but it is definitely home.  

I love the Enos Park neighborhood for its sense of community, diversity and beauty. From the moment we 

began looking at properties, I have been overwhelmed by the outpouring of kindness and assistance. There has 

always been someone nearby with a friendly smile, to answer questions regarding renovations, to help with the 

heavy-lifting and offer support. I currently volunteer at McClernand Elementary School as a reading mentor 

and member of the FACE (family and community engagement) team.    

While the majority of my past public service has been focused on children, I wish to serve all residents of Enos 

Park as a member of the board and neighbor. 

Meet Jeff Lapp 

I was born outside Chicago in May of 1961. My family moved onto a golf course where my father worked 

when I was finishing grade school. I put myself through school at Western Illinois University, obtaining a 

degree in Law Enforcement Administration, working on the same golf course. It was in college I discovered 

my talent for keeping order on the school's event security team. 

I went on to become a federal employee after college, 

while honing my security skills with a friend's security 

company part-time. I now have over 30 years’ experience 

in safety, security, event logistics and investigations. I 

have trained as an NRA Instructor, served on the Will 

County Emergency Management Team and been through 

Citizen's Police Training in Joliet and Springfield.  

My wife Tiffany and I moved to Springfield in April of 

2017 for my job. We live on 8th St., just north of the park. 

I hope to join the EPNIA board to positively impact the 

area with common sense safety and security ideas and 

helping to reignite the neighborhood watch. I look forward 

to meeting more neighbors and a long time in Enos Park. 

Continued from page 4 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improve-

ment Association, Inc. The editor is Michelle Ownbey. 

Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first 

Tuesday of each month. 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 553-

4629 or e-mail president@epnia.com. The deadline for 

copy is the 20th.  

Advertising rates are: 

 1/16 page $15  $37.50  for 3 mo. 

 1/8  page $20  $50.00  for 3 mo. 

 1/4  page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/2  page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 

 Full page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

mailto:president@epnia.com
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When I was a three-year-old kid, living on my 

grampa and Dad's dairy farm, we had a lot of cows 

in our round barn, and a herdsman named Clair 

Mathews. 

Clair had gone to the University of Wisconsin Ag 

School, and was an agronomist. He was also an 

inventor. 

The Great Depression was in progress, and 

everywhere people were trying to do more with 

less, to hang on and not go under.  Clair noticed, in 

the cows' droppings, that a fair portion of their 

ground feed was coming through their many 

stomachs undigested. This was a waste of grain 

that cost money to grow. 

He was using a "Hammermill" that also ground 

some of the grain into jagged bits; these were  hard 

on the cows' digestive systems. 

He decided he could make a better, more efficient 

mill. I won't go into the details of the mill he 

invented, the bits of old farm machinery he used, or  

the various stages of invention, but here is where I 

and my sibs come in. Clair worked on his mill on 

the barn floor of the loft — a place we kids  

frequented, and we watched him  pouring in whole  

grain — his machine was the size of an old-

fashioned washing machine — and the grain 

coming out flattened and broken and different — 

and toasted!  We would pick up the toasted chips 

and flakes and puffs, and eat them. They were 

good! 

Then once, using corn to flush out the machine, the 

corn squeezed out as little puffed worms. We liked 

those toasted worms! So did a visitor to the round 

barn. He took some home to his wife, who fried 

them a bit and thought they'd taste better with a 

little cheese. 

Continued on page 7 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 
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Those were the first corn curls! Clair patented his 

machine, but used it mainly to make rabbit food, for 

many people kept chickens and rabbits during the 

Depression. But a partner began making corn curls 

and selling little bags of them, called Korn Kurls. 

These proved popular, and they both began selling 

shares in the company. 

Here's where Christmas comes in. My dad bought 

stock in the company, and, as stockholders every 

Christmas, we would get a large cardboard box filled 

with packages of Korn Kurls, and other snack foods 

that were relatives of the original product.  Here's 

where Christmas goes out--the company did so well 

that the managers went around buying back all the 

shares, so they could be sole owners, and my dad, 

after holding off a few years, gave up his shares. No 

more big Christmas box. The owners became Flakall, 

and then Beatrice Foods, and were rich. 

Where does Enos park and neighborliness come in? 

Darned if I know. Except that we could be finding  

 

things in alleys and houses coming down, and fuss 

around and invent things that would be useful and 

interesting and might even make a few pennies. We 

could make "found art." Or, we could raise rabbits in 

our back yards, invent a good rabbit stew. But I've 

always been intrigued that the granddaddy of all 

snack foods except popcorn and potato chips was 

invented in the loft of our round barn, when I was 

three. 

— Jacqueline “Jackie” Dougan Jackson 

Continued from page 6 

Lola Lucas’s column continues, 

hosted by Lola’s friends, and occa-

sionally by Lola herself through 

past writings.  

Jackie Jackson pledged to Lola 

Lucas to carry on her column—but 

will appreciate volunteers to take a 

turn! 

Will you volunteer a column, something about Enos 

Park? Call Jackie Jackson, 544-2916. 


