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Consideration of “Added Value” is all 

the rage these days thanks to The 

Minimalists. 

The Minimalists are two young guys, 

Joshua Fields Millburn & Ryan 

Nicodemus, who are writing books, 

making documentaries, doing speaking 

tours, and recording podcasts about 

responsible, conscious consumption. One 

of their primary tests for an item or 

action is whether it truly adds value to 

one’s existence or experience. Their 

ideas have inspired me to assess the value 

of many things; in this case we are going 

to examine the value relationship 

between the Art Association and Enos 

Park.  

I am often amazed that the leaders of the 

Art Association made the conscious 

choice to keep the organization in Enos 

Park as the neighborhood deteriorated in 

the last few decades of the twentieth 

century. It could very well have been 

inertia or a lack of funds that tied them to 

their piece of real estate; but I believe 

that they recognized that historic 

Edwards Place was an “Added Value” 

that made a difference. They couldn’t see 

themselves in a generic, utilitarian space 

on the west side. Without the old house 

and the esoteric patchwork of studios 

across the campus, they would lose not 

only an enormous piece of their history, 

they would lose their identity. 

I also believe that the Art Association, 

sitting in the heart of the neighborhood, 

offers similar “Added Value” to Enos 

Park. The big pink house is a visual icon, 

even if you don’t know that it is the 

oldest house in Springfield. Our 

programming and events draw people to 

the neighborhood and build community 

within the neighborhood. 

The Artist-in-Residence program is the 

newest way that we are drawing people 

to the neighborhood and working to 

strengthen the community through the 

exchange of ideas. Artists are invited to 

join us for as few as three weeks and as 

long as 12 months to make their own 

work, share their ideas, work with the 

neighborhood in some way, teach at the 

SAA if they choose, and be actively 

engaged in the community. And we hope 

that the community will become more 

and more creative and supportive as the 

program grows.  

Each residency will result in a project 

and an exhibition. Sometimes there will 
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be a project that becomes a permanent part of the 

neighborhood such as a mural or a sculpture, but not 

always. More often there will be projects  that leave less 

obvious, perhaps more insightful, results like Jamie 

Pepper Kelly’s “fake” newspaper that arrived on your 

doorstep a few weeks ago or Astrid Kammerling’s 

interviews and maps that illustrated that many of us, as 

residents, share the same vision and goals for our 

neighborhood.  

It will take several years to determine the success of this 

program and realize our goal to build a creative 

community and greater dialog in Enos Park, but I hope 

that you experience the “Added Value” of the SAA and 

Artist-in-Residence program regularly. 

Continued from page 1 

Charlene and Chris Herrod became a Habitat for Human-

ity Partner Family three years ago. While working to 

build up their requisite hours to qualify for a new home 

for their family of five, a generous donor gave a large, 

older home to Habitat. Now, with the funding secured, 

the Herrods are anxious to get to work, alongside Habitat 

volunteers, renovating their future home.  

On August 10, Habitat for Humanity of Sangamon 

County (HFHSC) held a kick off at 729 N. 4th (across 

from the Art Association) for its 107th family. HFHSC is 

proud to partner with SOB festival (a part of the Conn 

Family Community Works), Catholic Diocese Campaign 

for Justice and Hope, Hickory Point Bank, Tom Cullen 

Family, Anne Capestrain, and the annual build campaign 

donors to make this Habitat home possible. Habitat will 

provide the Herrods a zero percent interest mortgage 

once renovations are completed.  

“Habitat is excited for Charlene, Chris and their three 

children and proud to partner with the community to 

build decent, affordable houses in Sangamon County,” 

said Colleen Stone, Executive Director of Habitat for 

Humanity of Sangamon County. “Together, we are 

building houses and hope for the long-term.”  

 

The Herrods’ new home will be within walking distance 

to Charlene’s workplace at Memorial Medical Center. “I 

want to maintain the character of the house and we’ve 

been thinking about how we want it to look,” she said. 

“The children have been planning too. Ethan wants air-

planes and helicopters as a theme in his bedroom. Ava 

wants hers to be painted red, with a pink umbrella in it, 

and Landon is hoping for a blue and yellow bedroom”  

Habitat for Humanity is currently recruiting volunteers 

for this and future Habitat projects in Sangamon County. 

For more information or to join the efforts to eliminate 

poverty housing, visit www.habitatsangamon.com or call 

217-523-2710. 

Did You Know? 

By Michelle Ownbey, EPNIA President 

http://www.habitatsangamon.com


V o l u m e  X X V I I I ,  N u m b e r  8                P a g e  3  

 

McClernand Elementary School’s 

Star Report 
It is so hard to believe that the first 2 weeks of school are 

almost finished and we are beginning September. 

First day of school was a very busy morning. I want to 

say a big THANK YOU to Kellie Phillips, Donna Smy-

lie and Sheila Walk for greeting the children and making 

the families feel very welcome! 

I apologize for the wrong 

date posted for the Back to 

School Open House and 

Meet the Teacher night. The 

date was changed to Thurs-

day, Aug 24th after I wrote 

the article. We had a total of 

220 students, family mem-

bers, faculty and staff and 

wonderful volunteers. A huge 

thank you for all who partici-

pated. 

Grandparent Lunch is a fun way to bring the family 

together at school. Bring a special lunch for your child or 

join them for lunch (orders must be made in advance, so 

please contact the school 525-3247 for more information 

ASAP). K-2nd graders lunch is Thursday, Sept 7th and 

3rd-5th graders on Friday, Sept 8th. The lunch hour lasts 

from 11:40 am-12:50 pm. *You will want to check with 

your child to know what time they eat. ** BTW, family 

members can eat lunch with their child any day. School 

1st day of school with Sheila and Donna. 

Our youngest 

greeters - Joshua 

& Caleb Phillips. 

lunch would need to be ordered in advance, please check in 

at the office. 

McClernand Family And Community Engagement 

( F.A.C.E .) team is made up of individuals from the 

school, the families & the community to build trust and 

bridge any gaps in order to create strong academic support 

systems for all students. Our next meeting is Monday, 

Sept 18th at 3:10pm. 

Terrific Kid is a program that honors one student from 

each classroom each month. The 3rd Thursday of each 

month, teachers select a student from their classroom that 

exhibits strong character, self-esteem and perseverance. 

“Terrific” is an acronym for Thoughtful, Enthusiastic, Re-

spectful, Responsible, Inclusive, Friendly, Inquisitive and 

Capable. A gentleman from the Kiwanis Club comes to 

distribute items of recognition including a t-shirt, pencil, 

sticker, certificate, picture in lobby. Sept 21st is our first 

Terrific Kid recognition. Families of our Terrific Kids will 

be invited to a special breakfast to celebrate the following 

Friday, Sept 29th. 

McClernand 3-D Star Sculpture update: The Springfield 

Art Association has been working diligently with the 

Springfield Public School system, several artists and organ-

izations to help make this possible. I am told we should be 

seeing some construction by the end of the month. 

***If you would like to adopt-a-class (for example, to 

write encouraging notes, assist the teachers with special 

projects, provide treats around holidays, help with special 

parties and events) please let me know. We have 12 regular 

and 2 Special Ed classrooms. I have 3 and need 9 more. 

Please contact me ASAP. 

Blessed to be a part of the Enos Park Community, 

Dawn Mobley, 

Parent Educator at McClernand Elementary School, 

217-525-3247, dmobley@sps186.org 

mailto:dmobley@sps186.org
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The Terrain Biennial is an international exhibition of 

site-specific art made for front yards, balconies, and 

porches. Centered in the historic village of Oak Park, 

IL, the 2017 Biennial will open on Sunday, 

October 1st and run until November 15th. This year, the 

Enos Park neighborhood in Springfield, Illinois will 

serve as an ancillary site for the Terrain Biennial. From 

October 1st through November 15th, multiple residen-

tial sites and vacant lots will present public works of 

art. A map of all Terrain Biennial locations and the 

dates of the openings for each neighborhood will be 

posted to  www.terrainexhibitions.com. 

The Terrain Biennial at Enos Park will launch with a 

preview night on Saturday, September 30th. On the eve 

of the official start of the 2017 Terrain Biennial, cura-

tors, artists, property owners and community members 

are invited to gather in Enos Park to tour the sites be-

tween from 5:00 – 8:00 PM. An after party will follow 

at the Springfield Art Association. 

Founded in October of 2011 by artist Sabina Ott and 

author John Paulett, Terrain Exhibitions and The Ter-

rain Biennial repurposes private spaces such as front 

yards, porches, or windows, turning them into public 

spaces in order to foster dialogue between neighbors 

and provide opportunities for artists and viewers alike 

to experience new perspectives. The projects at the 3rd 

Terrain Biennial will range from sculptural installations 

to time-based performances to public interventions. 

The Terrain Biennial at Enos Park will feature artists 

Jeffrey Michael Austin (Chicago), Emily Ward Bivens 

(Knoxville), Dulcee Boehm (Champaign-Urbana), 

Amanda Bowles and Jesse Vogler (St. Louis), Heather 

Brammeier (Peoria), Alika Cooper (Los Angeles), Cas-

sandra Davis (Chicago), Sage Dawson (St. Louis), 

Betsy Dollar (Springfield), Dawn Gettler (Des Moines), 

James Hatton (London), Hideous Beast (Chicago), Cory 

Imig (Champaign-Urbana), James Pepper Kelly 

(Chicago), Natalia Villanueva Linares (Peoria), Noël 

Morical (Chicago), Ahmed Oszver (Chicago), Jason 

The 3rd Terrain Biennial at Enos Park 

Preview Night: September 30, 5:00 – 8:00pm 

Exhibition: October 1 – November 15, 2017 

Continued on page 5 

http://www.terrainexhibitions.com
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Reblando (Bloomington/Chicago), and Gail Simpson and 

Aristotle Georgiades (Madison). 

Participating curators include Jessica Bingham (Peoria), 

Lindsey Caplice (Chicago), Carrie Cooper (Chicago), 

Greg Ruffing (Chicago), Erin Hayden (Chicago), Allison 

Lacher (Springfield), Chrissy Lamaster (Bloomington), 

Ruslana Lichtzier (Chicago), Frances Lightbound 

(Chicago), James McAnally (St. Louis), Corrin Smithson 

McWhirter (Springfield), Guen Montgomery (Champaign-

Urbana), Kendra Paitz (Bloomington), Jeff Robinson 

(Springfield/Chicago), Mark Rospenda (South Bend), Say 

Uncle (Champaign-Urbana), and STNDRD (St. Louis). 

 

The Biennial will be held statewide in Illinois and nation-

ally in Los Angeles, Oakland, Milwaukee, Detroit, Iowa 

City and Louisville and more. 

Terrain and the Terrain Biennial has been written about in 

the Chicago Tribune, Art in America, Newcity Arts and 

Bad At Sports among other publications. 

The Terrain Biennial in Enos Park is organized by Allison 

Lacher and Jeff Robinson. For more information, contact 

them at demoprojectspace@gmail.com 

Continued from page 4 

Artist: Emily Hermant Artist: Kate McQuillen 

Artworks from the 2015 Terrain Biennial 

Artist: Aram Han Sifuentes 

At Qik-n-EZ we’re more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 

everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  

2017 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Ownbey, President  553-4629 ..... info@epnia.com 

Danyel Pitts, Vice President ................................. 717-5346 

Linda Maier, Treasurer ......................................... 971-9138 

Heidi Wareham, Secretary .................................... 498-9264 

Chris Becker, Director ................................... 408-882-7658 

Fletcher Farrar, Director ....................................... 523-2801 

Ryan Mobley, Director ......................................... 801-8225 

Keisha Purchase ............................................. 708-925-7129 

Larry Quenette, Director ....................................... 414-7227 

Dave Steward, Director ........................................ 622-6591 

Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 

Jason Vincent, Director ........................................ 544-2703 

Associate Members (non-voting) 

Betsy Dollar, SAA ................................................ 523-2631 

Karissa Nulty, SIU ......................................... 309-360-4207 

Aileen Portugal, SIU ...................................... 619-993-4298 

mailto:demoprojectspace@gmail.com
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This month’s article comes from Jackie Jackson. 

I am writing this page, having just returned from Ver-

mont, where I have owned a small property on a small 

lake since 1966. This lake has had cottages along its 

shore since 1895, when the lake road in front of them 

was a footpath, when every morning a herd of cows 

came lowing along it and turned into a pasture up the 

hill behind the last dwelling. Our spot is at the end of 

this road—now one with cars, bikes, and walkers, but 

no cows. Cottage owners are responsible for the stretch 

in front of their property, literally own that patch of 

road, and pay a yearly road maintenance fee to the cot-

tage owners’ organization, for it is a private road. Be-

yond us is another lake road coming from a different 

direction; the two roads are connected by a footpath.   

A few years ago a cottage on “road two” was bought by 

a young woman, Owiso, pretty and athletic, and light 

brown in skin color. She ran the length of both roads 

every morning. I’d wave as she went by. 

One morning, though, she was walking, with her visit-

ing father, a distinguished looking black clergyman. 

Several properties downlake from me the white owner 

yelled at the pair, “Get that n***** off my land!” Owi-

so and her father retreated, and it wasn’t long before 

she sold her property and moved away. 

The story goes on: this owner and another, farther 

down, decided they didn’t like anyone walking in front 

of their property, though the road had been public do-

main—starting as that footpath--for over a hundred 

years. They brought in a bulldozer and moved the road 

behind them and behind a half dozen cottages in be-

tween. They laid turf on the old road and erected “No 

Trespassing” signs. The new road climbs a hill too 

steep for me, to walk or drive; it’s hard for most elderly 

people. Now I’m cut off from my downlake neighbors. 

A place that used to be a friendly stretch is friendly no 

longer. 

I am writing this page one week after whites brought 

torches, swastikas, and hate-filled slogans to Char-

lottesville, Virginia; last Sunday I stood in solidarity 

with my neighbors black, tan, white, some in wheel-

chairs, by our city hall fountain. Enos Park was repre-

sented there by more than myself.   

How neighborly are we?  I see us of all colors and 

faiths greeting newcomers and oldsters to our monthly 

meeting, into our gardens and Neighbors-Night-Outs. 

Giving our kids summer activities. Cooperating with 

the Art Association, with the Med school and hospitals, 

with the library for kids at Third Presbyterian, and 

more. Yes, we have vandalism and other problems 

here, but we are working hard on them, and are friends 

with our police. I think we are basically an accepting 

community. I trust we’ll not be like my Vermont lake 

road, not like the neo-nazi groups that are determined 

to spread hate. Enos Park will present a united front 

against the forces that divide us.  

We will say by words and actions, “You are welcome 

here.” 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 

Lola Lucas’s column continues, 

hosted by Lola’s friends, and 

occasionally by Lola herself 

through past writings.  

Jackie Jackson pledged to 

Lola Lucas to carry on her 

column—but will appreciate 

volunteers to take a turn! 

Will you volunteer a column, something about 

Enos Park? Call Jackie Jackson, 544-2916. 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement 

Association, Inc.  The editor is Michelle Ownbey. Circulation 

is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of each 

month. 

 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 553-4629 or  

e-mail president@epnia.com. The deadline for copy is the 

20th.   
 

Advertising rates are: 

 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 

 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 

 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 

 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

mailto:president@epnia.com
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E n o s  P a r k  C A L E N D A R  

facebook.com/pages/Enos-Park-Neighborhood-Improvement-Association-EPNIA/ 

www.EPNIA.com              twitter.com/epnia 

Always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 


