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It’s hard to believe that 2017 will be over 

in just a few months time, but EPNIA is 

already starting to plan for next year. 

That means we need feedback from you 

on what you would like to see happen in 

2018, and we also need to know how you 

can help us achieve our goals. We all 

want to see Enos Park continue to 

improve, but it will take all of us working 

together. That’s one of the reasons that 

we moved to a team model several years 

ago, while we count on the board of 

directors to provide the overall leadership 

and strategy, we need many different 

types of help from many different 

neighbors and community supporters to 

make it all happen. Regardless of your 

skills and abilities, we have something 

for you to do! Here are descriptions of 

our five teams and examples of some 

things that they do: 

Beautification Team – work together to 

make the green space in Enos Park 

beautiful, help maintain the Enos Park 

Development properties 

 Weeding, watering, and planting the 

sculpture garden 

 Weeding, trimming, and landscaping 

the apple orchard 

 Planting and maintaining the gateway 

planters 

Events Team – work together to plan, 

prepare and promote every event in Enos 

Park 

 Rock the Block 

 Home Tour 

 Trunk or Treat 

Family and Community Engagement 

Team – welcome, engage, inform and 

connect neighbors and community 

partners to participate in the life of the 

neighborhood  

 Back to school cookout 

 Reading mentoring program 

 Book fair and other special events 

during the school year 

Fundraising Team – work together to 

creatively continue to expand our ways to 

raise funds to support the work we do 

 Spring flower sale 

 Fall bulb sale 

 Drink booth at Edwards Place Fine 

Arts Fair 

Safety and Security Team – neighbors 

who walk their streets to identify and 

problem solve specific types of issues 

 Neighborhood patrol walks 
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 Communicating regularly with our Neighborhood 

Police Officer to report suspicious activity and 

problem properties 

 Checking and securing vacant EPD properties to 

prevent trespassing 

If any of these sound like something you’d be 

interesting in helping with, just let me know and I can 

put you in touch with the appropriate person. Also, we 

will be holding elections at the December EPNIA 

meeting for our 2018 board of directors. We also need 

people who are willing to serve on the board so that we 

can constantly have new ideas and energy, so if you 

have questions about what that involves, any of the 

current board members would be glad to talk with you. 

I’m excited to see the direction that our neighborhood 

is headed, and with your help we can make Enos Park 

the “Jewel of Springfield” once again! 

Michelle Ownbey 

president@epnia.com  

217-553-4629  

Continued from page 1 

2017 WARD MEETINGS 

UNDERWAY 
Join Mayor Jim Langfelder and your Alderman at the 

2017 Strategic Ward Planning meetings. As a remind-

er, these forums are facilitated by Benedictine Univer-

sity and serve as open discussions where individuals 

can share their thoughts and views about the priorities 

for their wards and the City of Springfield. 

Ward 5 

Alderman Proctor 

Thursday, October 5 

5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Old State Capitol 

At Qik-n-EZ we’re more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 

everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  

Always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

2017 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Ownbey, President 553-4629 ...... info@epnia.com 

Danyel Pitts, Vice President ................................. 717-5346 

Linda Maier, Treasurer ......................................... 971-9138 

Heidi Wareham, Secretary .................................... 498-9264 

Chris Becker, Director ................................... 408-882-7658 

Fletcher Farrar, Director ....................................... 523-2801 

Ryan Mobley, Director ......................................... 801-8225 

Keisha Purchase ............................................. 708-925-7129 

Larry Quenette, Director ....................................... 414-7227 

Dave Steward, Director ......................................... 622-6591 

Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 

Jason Vincent, Director ......................................... 544-2703 

Associate Members (non-voting) 

Betsy Dollar, SAA ................................................ 523-2631 

Karissa Nulty, SIU ......................................... 309-360-4207 

Aileen Portugal, SIU ...................................... 619-993-4298 

mailto:president@epnia.com
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You may have noticed some unique and interesting public 

works of art that have popped up recently in front of some 

houses in the neighborhood and even some of our vacant 

lots. As part of our ongoing commitment to working with 

artists and encouraging the arts in our neighborhood, we are 

very excited about the opportunity to serve as a site for this 

year’s Terrain Biennial. Allison Lacher and Jeff Robinson, 

who are very familiar with Enos Park through their work 

with DEMO Project, approached EPNIA about this great 

opportunity. The Terrain Biennial is an international exhi-

bition of site-specific art made for front yards, balconies, 

and porches. The Terrain Biennial repurposes private spac-

es such as front yards, porches, or windows, turning them 

into public spaces in order to foster dialogue between 

neighbors and provide opportunities for artists and viewers 

alike to experience new perspectives. Centered in the his-

toric village of Oak Park, IL, the 2017 Biennial opened on 

Sunday, October 1st and will run until November 15th. A 

map of all Terrain Biennial locations and the dates of the 

openings for each neighborhood is posted to www.terrain 

exhibitions.com. 

Here is a note we received from one of the participating 

artists: 

Thanks so much to you and to the Enos Park 

Neighborhood Association for allowing me to make 

artwork in this neighborhood. I had some great in-

teractions with neighborhood residents. All were 

curious about what I was doing, and excited and 

encouraging when they found out it was art. One 

person said it was like what he would see all the 

time when he lived in San Francisco. Others pulled 

up in their cars just to say they thought it was awe-

some. I even met a woman who used to live in 1161 

N. 3rd Street! She told me about how it used to 

have an Italian marble fireplace. She also said her 

son was born there—not sure if she meant in the 

house, or when she lived there. :) This was such a 

great experience, and the situation was perfect for 

my installation artwork. Thanks again. 

Heather Brammeier 

Professor of Art  

Bradley University 

Did You Know? 

By Heather Brammier, Professor of Art, Bradley University 

The 3rd Terrain Biennial at Enos Park 

Exhibition: October 1 – November 15, 2017 

http://www.terrainexhibitions.com
http://www.terrainexhibitions.com
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McClernand Elementary School’s 

Star Report 

Greetings from McClernand! We are entering our 6th 

week of school and have 55 new families to us. It 

seems that teachers and students are falling into their 

routine.  

Reading and Math Mentoring are about to start and 

there is still room for more mentors. You can contact 

the school office to find out how to get involved.  

Grandparent Lunch is a fun way to bring the family 

together at school. September 7th and 8th, we had 105 

students enjoy lunch with 108 grandparents. It was 

wonderful to see how much they all enjoyed being to-

gether and we had beautiful weather to enjoy the play-

ground. You can see the photos on our school website.  

McClernand Family And Community Engagement 

(F.A.C.E.) team is made up of individuals from the 

school, the families & the community to build trust and 

bridge any gaps in order to create strong academic sup-

port systems for all students. Our next meeting is Mon-

day, October 16th at 3:10pm. 

McClernand Community Connection is a gathering 

of neighbors, community organizations, and volunteers 

interested in carrying out the District 186 F.A.C.E. 

Mission of “Building Relationships & Partnerships 

to Support Student Achievement”. This relationship 

is built on trust and meaningful communication that 

creates strong academic support systems for all stu-

dents. On September 27th, there were 6 people in at-

tendance to discuss needs and opportunities. Our next 

Meeting will be in November. 

McClernand Parent Teacher Conferences will be 

held on Thursday, October 26th 5-8pm and Friday, Oc-

tober 27th 8am-3pm. There is an opportunity to provide 

snacks (non perishable) and potluck items (perishable) 

for the teachers during these hours. If you are interested 

in providing a monetary or food donations, please con-

tact Laura Lipscomb at 217-502-2614 to make ar-

rangements. 

McClernand 3-D Star Sculpture update: The Spring-

field Art Association has been working diligently with 

the Springfield Public School system, several artists 

and organizations to help make this possible. We are 

eagerly and patiently waiting to see them break ground.  

Blessed to be a part of the Enos Park Community, 

Dawn Mobley, 

Parent Educator at McClernand Elementary School 

217-525-3247 

dmobley@sps186.org  

http://www.sps186.org/schools/mcclernand  

mailto:dmobley@sps186.org
http://www.sps186.org/schools/mcclernand
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Start your Trick-or-Treating 

off with us at Trunk or Treat! 

It’s a FUN, SAFE and POSITIVE 

event for your family. 

You’ll get to: 

Eat dinner with your neighbors 

Jump start your candy collection 

at our treat stations and 

Pick up your neighborhood Treat Map 

(safe houses to trick or treat) 

Come and participate, 

or come and volunteer! 

Questions? 

Contact Ryan or Dawn Mobley at 217-

801-0751 or mobleyryan@gmail.com. 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement 

Association, Inc. The editor is Michelle Ownbey. Circulation 

is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of each 

month. 

 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 553-4629 or  

e-mail president@epnia.com. The deadline for copy is the 

20th.  
 

Advertising rates are: 

 1/16 page $15  $37.50  for 3 mo. 

 1/8  page $20  $50.00  for 3 mo. 

 1/4  page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/2  page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 

 Full page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

mailto:mobleyryan@gmail.com
mailto:president@epnia.com
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A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 

 

 

This month’s “At Home in the Park” was written by 

Lola Lucas in 1993. It’s appropriate to keep recalling 

her, for the ripples she made in Enos Park continue to 

widen.       — Jackie Jackson  

Remember home movies? Those cumbersome cameras 

whirling away to record family events? Before the 

films were transferred to videotape, we used to set up 

the projection screen, douse the lights, then watch our 

family history flicker between Christmas, Easter eggs, 

amusement park rides, the Labor Day barbeque, Hal-

lowe’en costumes, a Thanksgiving table, then the 

whole cycle again a year later. The older I get the more 

it seems that life is on fast forward. 

So here we are, back to school season. Shelves stocked 

with delicious pencils waiting to be sharpened, pristine 

notebooks, boxes of crayons, fresh book bags. And oh! 

the scent of new textbooks! I loved burying my nose in 

them, literally and figuratively. School starting was the 

moment I’d waited for since the tearful end of class in 

June. For me, it was an opportunity to play with all 

sorts of dazzling new ideas. I had a family that respect-

ed education with the fervor of people who’d had to 

work for a living in the cotton fields of Arkansas in-

stead of being able to stay in school when they wanted 

to. 

Life has odd quirks. I owe a lot to a man whose name 

I’ll never know. It was just after the turn of the century 

when he took the time to tutor my grandfather outside 

of class hours. Jim had fallen behind due to family re-

sponsibilities and he was embarrassed to be a 12-year-

old fourth grader or to sit with the smaller kids in the 

one-room schoolhouse. With the teacher’s help he 

graduated from eighth grade, a respectable accomplish-

ment in those days. 

Jim’s daughter Pauline worked in the cotton fields, too, 

but her parents made sure she graduated from high 

school. My mother didn’t make it to medical school as 

she might have under different circumstances but what 

a gift she has for making knowledge come alive! 

Watching her explore the backyard for mysteries with 

her grandchildren now reminds me of how she encour-

aged my sister and me to always be alert for infor-

mation. It should come as no surprise that Lorna has 

her doctorate in jurisprudence and I’m lagging along 

with only two master’s degrees because we were taught 

to enjoy learning. And we both owe it to that teacher 

who helped our grandfather succeed in school. 

What each of us here in Enos Park does may seem in-

significant but small efforts can snowball. What you are 

doing today may seem routine and uneventful. Yet it’s 

impossible to gauge the diameter of a ripple from the 

size of the stone that’s thrown into the water and, simi-

larly, your kind word to a neighbor may have an impact 

far beyond a momentary pleasantry. As you look back 

in your own life you’ll find many examples where be-

ing at the right place at the right time made all the dif-

ference. What if you hadn’t gone to the Laundromat 

that day where you met the woman who’s become your 

best friend? Or picked up a book with a phrase that 

leaped out at you, and changed you? 

It’s all woven together in the most magical way. If we 

make the effort to restore Enos Park to one of the best 

kept neighborhoods in town what effect will that have? 

As we’ve worked on our own house we’ve gotten to 

know neighbors better. We gloat over every house on 

our street that’s painted and refurbished and we wave at 

the people who are outside doing the work. I cannot 

help but believe that a well-tended house and yard leads 

to a sense of pride, dignity, and more respect for ones 

self and others. 

Of course the tricky part is that we won’t know what 

the long term impact will be of all this neighborhood 

building, any more than that teacher could have imag-

ined that his extra time with one child would have such 

an effect on generations to come. Sometimes we have 

to take it on faith and believe that the effort we invest 

today will have dividends over many tomorrows. Enos 

Park is worth the investment. 

Lola Lucas’s column contin-

ues, hosted by Lola’s friends, 

and occasionally by Lola her-

self through past writings. 

Jackie Jackson pledged to Lola 

Lucas to carry on her col-

umn—but will appreciate vol-

unteers to take a turn! 

Will you volunteer a column, something about 

Enos Park? Call Jackie Jackson, 544-2916. 
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October 17, 2017 

It’s All About Wine 

1305 Wabash Ave., Ste M, 
Springfield, IL 

5 pm to 8 pm 

 

Tickets: $10.00 in advance or 15.00 at the door. 

You will receive 2 tickets for wine. 

There will be 

 hor d’oeurves, 

 music by the Layabouts 

 silent auction 

To order tickets, contact Lynn Cawley at 217-622-5127 

OR 

mail a check to NCCL at the address below: 

Northside Children’s Community Library 
1030 North 7th Street 
Springfield, IL, 2702-3907 

(217) 528-9277 

Email: nccl1@att.net 

Like us on Facebook 

 or visit us at  

www.northsidechildrenslibrary.org 

Wine Tasting 
Fundraiser to Benefit 

Northside Children’s Community Library 

mailto:nccl1@att.net
https://www.facebook.com/NorthsideChildrensLibrary/
http://www.northsidechildrenslibrary.org
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E n o s  P a r k  C A L E N D A R  

facebook.com/pages/Enos-Park-Neighborhood-Improvement-Association-EPNIA/ 

www.EPNIA.com       twitter.com/epnia 


