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The Springfield Art Association is 

working to attract artists to 

Springfield with the new Enos Park 

Artist-In-Residence program. The 

program will open this month with 

two artists spending four to six weeks 

with us in the neighborhood. The 

duplex at 717 North 5th has been 

incorporated into the Springfield Art 

Association’s campus and will house 

the artists. They will have access to 

studio space at the SAA and will be 

engaging with neighborhood residents 

to produce their work. These first two 

residencies are being funded by the 

University of Illinois at Springfield’s 

department of Art and Art History 

and the UIS Visual Arts Gallery will 

display their work at the end of their 

stay. 

The first artist is Astrid Kaemmerling. 

She is an extremely accomplished 

artist from San Francisco. Her project 

is entitled “Enos Community Walking 

Laboratory.” Her proposal states, 

“ECWL is a community art project 

geared to activate the bodies and 

minds of Enos Park community 

members, such as artists and active 

residents through a combination of 

walking, storytelling (ethnographic 

interview), and cartography. At the 

core of the project is the desire to 

arrive at answers to two central 

questions: (1) “Who” is the Enos 

Park Neighborhood? and (2) “What” 

do artists in Enos Park need to grow 

& prosper? The goal of the exhibition 

at the University of Illinois Visual 

Arts Gallery from June 30th through 

July 28th, 2017 is to represent the 

“who” behind Enos Park and gather 

the multiple voices, perspectives and 

stories that make Enos Park who it is. 

Through an artistic project deeply 

embedded in practices of deep 

listening and ethnographic research, 

the exhibition intends to show a 

nuanced representation of the 

neighborhood.” 

The second artist is James Pepper 

Kelly, who recently completed his 

PhD in Visual Critical Studies from 

the Art Institute of Chicago. He too, 

will be working directly with the 
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neighborhood and its residents. In his application 

he states, “I propose to use the funded summer 

residency and exhibition to develop a project that 

draws on official and unofficial histories of Enos 

Park in order to help facilitate contemporary 

social/civic self-awareness and cross-community 

dialogue.” “The final result will be an exhibition 

that provides an aesthetic presentation of 

individual voices within the space of their 

community.” 

He continues to explain, “I will use the oral 

histories of Enos Park, and the wished-for fake 

news of its inhabitants, to create a newspaper for 

the community that will be distributed directly to 

people's doors (e.g. thrown on their doorsteps). The 

newspaper will feature the headlines sought after 

by area residents alongside individualized histories 

of the community. On the one hand, Lincoln 

produced his own fake news to such a degree that 

he was challenged to a duel by a political rival. On 

the other, he spoke out openly against mob 

mentality (and for free press) and believed that 

individualization was the antidote to mob 

mentality. The purpose of this newspaper would be 

to use the methods of the past that resonate so 

loudly today (fake news) as a platform.” 

Both artists will be speaking at the neighborhood 

meeting on Tuesday, June 13th which will be held 

at 7 p.m. at Third Presbyterian Church. 

The Art Association is thrilled to get this program 

started. It has taken longer than anticipated to get 

the duplex cleaned up and ready. Even now, just 

the first floor is complete. We are still working on 

the second floor. The original design of the Enos 

Park Artist-in-Residence program was for the 

artists to stay for six months or a year so that they 

could truly settle in and integrate with the 

neighborhood. We still plan to implement that 

format; but, in an effort to jump-start the program, 

UIS offered to fund these shorter residencies to 

draw some attention and interest to the 

neighborhood and the program. We are so glad 

they took this initiative.  

The applications for the summer residency were 

stellar and we are very excited to see what these 

two artists create as a result of their time in the 

neighborhood. If you would like to walk with 

Astrid or talk with James, please come to the 

meeting on June 13th to learn more. You can also 

call the SAA at 523-2631 or e-mail Betsy Dollar at 

director@springfieldart.org with your contact 

information so that we can make the connections. 

The SAA plans to have the first long-term residents 

in the fall. 
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A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 

I recently published this in my poem-spot in Illi-

nois Times: 

playground poem #2 

this is my soapbox we’ve had 

recently a week of school hols 

again the schoolyard next door 

has been locked up nine days in 

a row older kids scale my fence 

use the basketball hoop younger 

kids zilch but a few days ago 

some young ones got in rather 

all did but a chubby ten year old 

she had real trouble getting over 

my chain links her brother and 

others were using the swings etc 

while she frenzied ran back and 

forth along my fence she reminded 

me of a neighbor’s pig back home 

in a frantic lather running along 

a fence trying to get back in with 

his kin this girl wasn’t that fat but 

in danger as she repeatedly tried 

the barrier I took her out a stool 

tell me are all 186 schoolyards 

closed to kids why not public and 

will I be liable if a child gets hurt 

entering the playground via my 

premises whether I know or not 

I’ve written other poems about our local school 

over the years, and several concern the play-

ground. I still haven’t investigated whether other 

186 schoolyards are fenced and locked but a friend 

and former student of mine—whose mother taught 

my daughter at McClernand once upon a time—

said she was going to look around and see. Is it a 

uniform liability clause for all the district? Or are 

some singled out?  I know that long ago they be-

gan locking when big kids were using the basket-

ball hoop, and some unknown neighbor objected to 

their language. If I fenced off everybody whose 

language is offensive I’d be standing pretty much 

alone. 

But about that poem—it got quite a lot of re-

sponse—maybe eight people asked me, well, how 

did the little girl get OUT again?  Here’s how. Her 

big brother climbed my fence, got the stool, 

climbed the fence with it and set it down in the 

schoolyard, his sister climbed onto it and scaled 

the fence, and jumped down on my side. Her 

brother then brought the stool back into my yard 

and put it neatly on my back porch. As they all 

left, the chubby little sister declared loudly as she 

stalked away, “I’m never coming HERE again!” 

So, our locks drove her away. 

We’ve had vandalism in the neighborhood, from 

local kids and apparently kids farther afield, and 

have had to coped with this. (I’m sure adults are 

vandalizing, too.) But the other day three middle 

schoolers stood on the walk as I got out of the car 

and asked if they could help with my groceries. I 

said I didn’t have any groceries this time, but I’d 

appreciate some kind words—we had a friendly 

ten minute talk. One of the boys confessed to 

home schooling; he was being bullied at school, he 

told me matter-of-factly. They came by another 

day and we talked again.  Very nice kids.  

As I write this on May 20, there is to be a walk 

today for kids, starting at a park south of us—but 

the weather is cold and stormy, will many turn 

out?  It’s to raise awareness of child neglect and 

child abuse.  Here in Enos Park we are aware of 

kids—we feed many breakfasts and lunches. I sin-

gle out too our Northside Community Library, 

open three afternoons a week and in the summer, 

also my own little free library out front that contin-

ually needs stocking with children’s books.  I 

know kids are being encouraged to garden, and 

there are kid classes at the Art Association. There 

is a lot of encouraging things going on here, the 

Mobleys started our safe Halloween tradition, and 

Dawn Mobley is the organizer of a summer camp 

filled with activities. Our bike shop teaches kids. 

Our kids brighten our neighborhood. 

Continued on page 6 
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I’ll finish with another Enos Park poem, sparked by a 

kid who’s moved away; we miss her lively spirit--—

but Amaya keeps coming back and will be here this 

summer for an extended visit.  

n fifth st poem no 22 

nobody says I HAVE to write 

about the lincoln half marathon 

every year but this year marks 

the seventh that my neighbor 

amaya now ten has skipped about 

in the street as runners--toward 

the end dragly walkers limpers— 

go by given them high fives of 

encouragement congratulation 

the special thing about this year 

she’s moved to colorado but flew 

back in order not to miss the race 

she got 803 high fives before she 

retired and with a final cartwheel 

went into grandma’s for a cookie 

Continued from page 5 

Lola Lucas’s column continues, 

hosted by Lola’s friends, and occa-

sionally by Lola herself through 

past writings.  

Jackie Jackson pledged to Lola 

Lucas to carry on her column—

but will appreciate volunteers to 

take a turn! 

Will you volunteer a column, something about Enos 

Park? Call Jackie Jackson, 544-2916. 

Join us on Friday, June 23 from 6-8 pm at the 

Enos Park Sculpture Garden as we officially kick 

off the Summer! Food and drink will be on hand, 

plus we'll enjoy live music from local band 

KNELLER www.facebook.com/knellertheband/ 

This is a great time for us to celebrate all of the 

tremendous progress in the neighborhood and 

dedicate new additions in the sculpture garden! 

Did You Know? 

By Michelle Ownbey, EPNIA President 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement 

Association, Inc.  The editor is Michelle Ownbey. Circulation 

is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of each 

month. 

 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 553-4629 or  

e-mail president@epnia.com. The deadline for copy is the 

20th.   
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