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The last couple of months have been very 

eventful for Enos Park Development (the 

real estate arm of EPNIA), with two 

major developments that have finally 

allowed us to move forward after being 

in a holding pattern for much of 2016.  

First, in late December the City Council 

approved our TIF request for $153,000 to 

allow us to acquire five distressed 

houses. Because this had been in the 

works for so long, we already had buyers 

lined up for most of those properties as 

well as several houses that we already 

owned. Once the city completed their 

investigation and audit of our previous 

property transactions, we were able to 

resume passing on houses to new owners 

who have committed to renovating them 

according to our design standards. Come 

this spring, there will be a flurry of 

activity and you will be able to see many 

of these houses being restored to their 

former glory. 

The second issue we finally resolved was 

our blight reduction agreement with the 

Illinois Housing and Development 

Authority (IHDA). Back in 2015, we had 

purchased four blighted houses and 

Public Works demolished them. This was 

based on an agreement with IHDA that 

we would receive $140,000 to reimburse 

those costs. On January 30, we finally did 

receive our funds. 

In addition to being able to resolve these 

two outstanding issues, there have been 

several other positive developments 

lately. Closer communication with the 

city has led to new ideas about how we 

might work together, and we are 

currently exploring several ways that the 

Office of Planning and Economic 

Development could help us market our 

available properties as well as promote 

our neighborhood to potential developers. 

We are also exploring opportunities to 

work more closely with Downtown 

Springfield, Inc. and the Mid-Illinois 

Medical District.  

However, we can’t ever forget that the 

success of our neighborhood depends on 

the involvement and concern of the 

people who live here. We have a fantastic 

board of directors, but a dozen people 

can’t do all the work that needs to be 

done. To truly transform this 

neighborhood into the “Jewel of 

Springfield” once again, it takes all of us 

working together in whatever capacity 

we are capable of doing that. 
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Over the next couple of months, we are going to be 

reaching out to our neighbors, especially the ones that 

we may not see at meetings or activities. We want to 

know what would make you likely to get more involved 

and what you want to see happen. We want to know the 

best ways to communicate with you and what kind of 

things you’re interested in knowing more about. And if 

you would be willing to help by reaching out to a few 

of your nearby neighbors, please let us know that, too! 

We’re looking forward to a great year and we hope you 

want to be a part of it. 

Michelle Ownbey, 

President, EPNIA 

Continued from page 1 

Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency 

dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

2017 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Ownbey, President 553-4629 ......info@epnia.com 

Danyel Pitts, Vice President .................................. 717-5346 

Linda Maier, Treasurer .......................................... 971-9138 

Dan Linn, Secretary ........................................847-341-0591 

Chris Becker, Director ....................................408-882-7658 

Fletcher Farrar, Director ........................................ 523-2801 

Jane Buis Henry, Director ..................................... 741-3000 

Ryan Mobley, Director .......................................... 801-8225 

Keisha Purchase .............................................708-925-7129 

Larry Quenette, Director ....................................... 414-7227 

Dave Steward, Director ......................................... 622-6591 

Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 

Jason Vincent, Director ......................................... 544-2703 

Associate Members (non-voting) 

Betsy Dollar, SAA ................................................. 523-2631 

Karissa Nulty, SIU .........................................309-360-4207 

Aileen Portugal, SIU ......................................619-993-4298 

Heidi Wareham, RCC............................................ 498-9264 

NO MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

FOR FEBRUARY 

Since the second Tuesday of February falls on 

Valentine’s Day, we have decided not to hold a 

membership meeting this month. Spend some 

time with your loved ones instead, and we will 

see you on March 14 for our next meeting. 
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Update on Marilyn Piland 

Many of you know that Marilyn Piland, our president 

emeritus, has struggled with health issues in recent 

years. Her daughter reports that Marilyn has recently 

moved to a nursing home. If you would like to send 

cards and well wishes, her address is: 

Regency Nursing Care 

2120 W. Washington, Room 307-1 

Springfield, IL 62704 

Did You Know? 

By Michelle Ownbey, EPNIA President 

On February 7, Alderman Andrew Proctor introduced an 

amendment to the existing property registration ordinance, 

which requires owners of properties with multiple code 

violations to pay a $500 fee each quarter until the 

violations are corrected. While EPNIA supports the 

concept of the ordinance, which was intended to motivate 

property owners to make improvements in a timely fashion, 

we have been disproportionately impacted by these fines 

since we intentionally acquire distressed houses and hold 

them until suitable buyers are identified. We have been 

paying an average of $10,000 a year to the city for these 

fines, and in light of our current financial situation, it seems 

to be understood that money would be better spent on taxes 

and maintenance for our properties.  

Alderman Proctor is proposing that non-profit land banks 

be exempt from the registration requirement, which would 

essentially stop penalizing us from trying to save blighted 

houses from demolition. This has been a hot button issue 

for us for several years now, so we appreciate his efforts to 

address this issue on our behalf. The ordinance will be 

voted on at the February 21 city council meeting. 

At Qik-n-EZ we’re more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 

everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-

ciation, Inc. The editor is Michelle Ownbey. Circulation is 500, 

distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of each month. 

 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 553-4629 or  

e-mail president@epnia.com. The deadline for copy is the 20th.  
 

Advertising rates are: 

 1/16 page $15  $37.50  for 3 mo. 

 1/8  page $20  $50.00  for 3 mo. 

 1/4  page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/2  page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 

 Full page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

facebook.com/pages/Enos-Park-Neighborhood-Improvement-Association-EPNIA/ 

www.EPNIA.com       twitter.com/epnia 

mailto:president@epnia.com
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Winter Farmers Market - Saturday, February 25! 

The first ever Winter Farmers Market was held the last Saturday of January at Third Presbyterian Church, and apparently 

there are a lot of people who don’t want to wait until spring to shop for fresh produce and other local items. Nearly 600 

people visited the Market and an informal survey revealed that many of them heard about it from social media and word 

of mouth. So please tell all your friends, the Market will be back the last Saturday of each month in February, March, and 

April from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. We hope that by demonstrating the demand we will be able to increase both the number of 

vendors and the frequency for next year, and it’s a great opportunity for Enos Park to play host to an event that draws 

from the whole community. 



A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 
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One of Enos Park's strongest supporters is Fletcher 

Farrar, known to all of us as Bud. He and his wife 

Mary Jessup live on the corner of 7th and Enterprise, 

and Bud has been responsible for quite a number of 

rehabbed houses in our neighborhood-homes that are 

classy within and colorful without. He's on our EPNIA 

Board, attends meetings, is watchful of our affairs, 

gives us our fair share of attention in Illinois Times, 

where he is publisher and editor. 

But this “At Home” isn't about Bud, but about his 

mother and her significance to us. In the last issue of 

IT 2016, she was among those who were featured in 

"Remembering the Lives they Lived"-for Marjorie 

Swanson Farrar died November 27, at the age of 94. 

Bud wrote about her, his title, “The gift of staying 

put.” He writes (I will paraphrase some): “Mom had 

the quality of stability. She not only did things for a 

long time, she was content to be where she was and to 

do what she did. She was married to Dad for 51 years . 

. . lived in the same small town and attended the same 

church for 65 years, was a P.E.O. member for 75 

years.” This stability wasn't unusual for her generation; 

however a changing world has made it harder for our 

times. “But it's difficult to have a spiritual center with-

out having a geographical one. Mom knew the idea 

that things would be better someplace else is usually an 

illusion. Might as well just settle down and love the 

ones you're with.” 

Marjorie, and Bud's father, supported local institutions 

through charitable contributions (as well, I'm sure, with 

their participation). 

“They seemed to find God's presence in the ordinary. 

They lived a grounded life because they were ground-

ed in a place.” 

I'll skip some of Bud's words and come to ourselves. 

When Lola Lucas married Kevin Brown and they came 

to Springfield, they threw down roots in Enos Park, as 

quickly and deeply as they could. When they moved to 

another part of town, yes, they participated there, as 

they should, but they stayed here in their hearts, with 

their support, engagement in our activities, and Lola's 

writing this monthly column. She published a book 

about Enos Park, "Loving a Neighborhood to Life"-I 

hope you all own a copy. There are others who have long 

lived in Enos Park - is Marilyn Piland our oldest citizen? 

My neighbors Bernie and Carol Ferree have lived here 

31 years, they bring in my mail when I'm gone, and reg-

ularly treat me with milk and cookies. They used a 

Christmas gift certificate at Macys to buy five sets of 

twin bed sheets on sale - Dawn Mobley, helping at our 

local school where there are poor folk and quite a turno-

ver of students - had reported to the Ferrees there were 

McClernand families who needed bedclothes. "We had 

such fun picking out colorful sets!" Carol told me, with 

glee. 

I moved here in 1970, and so, nearly 47 years-the longest 

I've ever lived anywhere-although, like Lola, when we 

frequently moved those first twenty years of my mar-

riage, as students and academics frequently do, at every 

new place I threw down roots rapidly and became a part 

of that community, through school, church, community 

activities, and friendships - friendships from each place 

that I still maintain. Summers I was regularly back in 

Turtle Township of Rock County, Wisconsin, where I 

was born, raised, and went to school till I was 22, and 

have since written tens of thousands of words about-for 

the roots of one’s childhood can often entwine the roots 

you establish elsewhere. I suspect this is true of Bud Far-

rar and Mount Vernon. 

As I write this Banner column, my youngest is returning 

to Wisconsin from a funeral in Sandwich, Illinois - I'd 

have been there too but for a long-set doctor's appoint-

ment: Carla's mother has died, and Carla is like family to 

our family; I have visited her mother in Sandwich-and 

Ruth Breunig lived in that town all her 94 years, and 

raised her three children there. Think how she enriched 

her community, and it enriched her! 

Those of you reading this Banner have been here varying 

amounts of time - some quite a while, some a few years, 

some have come recently. But no matter how long 

you've been here, and even though you know your stay 

Continued on page 6 

Want to Support Enos Park? Call 522-9381 for more information 
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may - or must – be temporary, it's possible to create a 

sense of "staying put"-by reaching out and giving yourself 

wholeheartedly to where you are now-as I see in the 

Mobleys, in toilers in our statue park, our vegetable gar-

dens, our local children's library, our “evenings in” open 

houses for neighbors to get to know each other better in 

intimate settings, the Third Presbyterian that feeds any of 

the neighborhood each Thursday night. And more. 

Bud, in his words about his mother, says, “Mom and Dad 

decided to plant themselves and bloom where they were 

planted. By making commitments to each other, and to 

their church and to their adopted home town, they were 

able to nurture places and people over the long haul. And 

these places and people nurtured them.” This can be a 

template for us all, no matter how long or brief our stay is 

in this, our Enos Park neighborhood. 

— Jackie Jackson 

Continued from page 5 

Lola Lucas’s column continues, 

hosted by Lola’s friends, and oc-

casionally by Lola herself through 

past writings. 

 

Will you volunteer a column, 

something about Enos Park? Call 

Jackie Jackson, 544-2916. 

New exhibits at 

DEMO Project 

DEMO Project, a space for contemporary art 

located on the Springfield Art Association’s 

campus, presents Contextual Discrepancy from 

Knoxville-based artist Emily Ward Bivens and 

Making Place from Chicago-based artist 

Frances Lightbound. The exhibits will open at 

DEMO Project on Friday, February 10, from 

6:00-8:30 p.m. and will run through Saturday, 

March 3. DEMO Project is open for the duration 

of the exhibits on Saturday afternoons from 1-4 

p.m. or by appointment.  

For the sweetie who has everything… 

Purchase a Memorial Brick in the Sculpture Garden! 

Need a creative and alternative gift idea? One that will last much longer than 

flowers and chocolates? A customized brick in our sculpture garden will be 

there for many years to come! 

Be a part of Enos Park history with a memorial brick in the sculpture garden. 

Bricks can be engraved to honor a special person in your life. You will receive 

a certificate that you can present to the recipient. 

Click here for order form… 

Mail the completed order form and check or money order to: 

EPNIA, 

1131 N. 5th, 

Springfield, IL 62701. 

http://www.epnia.com/enosparkNIA/wp-content/uploads/Memorial-Brick-Purchase-form-20161207.pdf
http://www.epnia.com/enosparkNIA/wp-content/uploads/Memorial-Brick-Purchase-form-20161207.pdf

