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For the last several months, EPNIA has 

been working closely with the City of 

Springfield’s Office of Planning & 

Economic Development, Springfield Art 

Association, and the arts department at 

UIS to create a program that would 

incentivize artists in other parts of the 

country to move to Enos Park. The plan is 

to create a 6-12 month residency program 

that would also allow them a chance to 

connect with the local arts community, 

with the hope that some artists may 

choose to stay in Springfield. There are 

many similar programs across the country 

that have had great success, including 

Paducah, KY and Oil City, PA. The 

artists often become a catalyst for 

transforming blighted areas of town, and 

their presence becomes a draw for both 

residents and visitors who enjoy 

participating in a vibrant arts community. 

The details are still being worked out, but 

the idea is to offer subsidized live/work 

space for the artists during their residency 

program and then the option of owning 

and renovating a distressed property if 

they choose to stay. There are also plans 

to streetscape Enos Avenue from 5th to 9th 

Street and incorporate artistic elements. 

One example might be having the 

resident artists paint creative crosswalks 

in the area in front of McClernand 

Elementary.  

With Springfield Art Association already 

serving as a significant anchor and active 

presence in the neighborhood, increasing 

our ties to the artist community seems 

like a natural progression. The SAA is in 
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The newest addition to the sculpture gar-

den will be dedicated at Rock the Block on 

Friday, June 17. 

Here are articles with examples of similar projects in other areas: 

thefiscaltimes.com/Articles/2010/06/04/How-to-Save-the-Cities-Send-in-the-Artists 

theabundantartist.com/artist-housing-projects/ 

http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Articles/2010/06/04/How-to-Save-the-Cities-Send-in-the-Artists
http://theabundantartist.com/artist-housing-projects/
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the midst of their own revitalization plans to 

rework their campus, and this type of partnership 

might also spur increased excitement and 

fundraising for their efforts. In addition, we believe 

the arts department at UIS represents an 

opportunity for a new partnership that could also 

help move this type of project forward.  

Stay tuned for additional information as we 

continue to put together all the pieces of the puzzle 

to make this a reality. We think it could be a great 

opportunity not only to continue the redevelopment 

efforts in Enos Park, but also to help Springfield 

become a draw for all types of artists and their 

work.  

Continued from page 1 

Springfield Art Association campus includes 

Historic Edwards Place. 

Report Nuisance Issues 

Call 787-ENOS 
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With warm weather upon us, that means the grass is 

growing and there are lots of outdoor projects taking place 

in the neighborhood! EPNIA owns nearly 100 properties, 

most of them vacant lots, but also a number of homes 

awaiting redevelopment. That means there is always 

something to be done, and we are fortunate to have a large 

number of people to help us. 

The men you see in brightly colored vests and hard hats 

cutting grass around the neighborhood are part of a 

workforce training program through Capital Township. 

One of our board members, Calvin Pitts, volunteers his 

time to train and supervise them. It is a huge benefit to us 

to have this partnership with Capital Township, because 

we would never be able to afford to pay to have all the 

grass cut at all of our properties on a regular basis. And 

while we have a handful of neighbors who volunteer to 

help with grass cutting, it’s not nearly enough to keep up 

with the sheer number of properties we are responsible for 

maintaining. Several of the men in the Township program 

also live in the neighborhood, so be sure to say hi and 

introduce yourself when you see them. 

The last week of this month, nearly 100 high school 

students will be working at various locations throughout 

the neighborhood as part of the Catholic Heart Work 

Camp. They come from all over the country, and there will 

be groups at project sites around Springfield. Last year 

was the first time we partnered with them, and they were 

such a hard working and enthusiastic group of young 

people, we asked them to come back! They will be doing 

yard work and minor home repairs for several 

homeowners in our neighborhood, in addition to working 

at Third Presbyterian Church, Northside Children’s 

Community Library, several of the MERCY Community 

houses, and Mini O’Bierne Crisis Nursery. So again, when 

you see them out and about please take a moment to say 

hello and tell them how much we appreciate having them 

here. 

There are a lot of great things happening in our 

neighborhood, but it wouldn’t be possible without the 

many different people and organizations who pitch in to 

help. Many of the newer subdivisions have homeowner’s 

associations who charge thousands of dollars a year in fees 

to help keep things looking good. We have thousands of 

hours of labor from volunteers who care about our 

neighborhood and want to insure we remain the “Jewel of 

Springfield”!  

Did You Know 

By Michelle Higginbotham, President EPNIA 

2016 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Higginbotham, President ....................... 553-4629 

Dawn Mobley, Vice President .............................. 572-1500 

Linda Maier, Treasurer .............. (cell) 971-9138,  547-5526 

Dan Linn, Secretary ....................................... 847-341-0591 

Chris Becker, Director .......................................... 685-2612 

Fletcher Farrar, Director ............ (cell) 502-9149,  523-2801 

Jane Buis Henry, Director ..................................... 572-1773 

Keisha Purchase, Director ..................... (cell) 708-834-3885 

Calvin Pitts, Director ............................................ 638-7720 

Danyel Pitts, Director ........................................... 717-5346 

Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 

Betsy Dollar, Associate Member, SAA ................ 523-2631 

Heidi Wareham, Associate Member, RCC ........... 498-9264 

Marilyn Piland, President Emeritus  ..................... 522-9381 

Want to Support Enos Park? 

Call 522-9381 for more information 
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The Avenue: North Grand 

Improvement Association 

EPNIA is a member of the The Avenue, the 

North Grand improvement association that 

was formed last year. We always try to have at 

least one representative in attendance at their 

monthly meetings and support their efforts. 

While The Avenue covers all of North Grand, 

their primary focus is on the section that 

includes the northern boundary of Enos Park. 

We will try to keep the EPNIA membership 

updated on activities and projects that The 

Avenue is organizing and want to show our 

support. 

Dear Avenue Supporter,  

First, I would like to say thank you to all who 

participated in the Sliders Night yesterday. Our 

organization sold nearly $500 worth of tickets, 

volunteered to do the 50/50, threw out the first pitch, 

and sang the National Anthem. Thank you to those 

who came out and especially the Sliders organization. 

Please support the team this season. 

Next, I would like to address our organization at the 

mid-point of the year. As mentioned before, 2016 has 

been a building year for the group. Growing 

membership, creating awareness, and developing 

partnerships with in the community. Obviously it takes 

funds to see through projects along North Grand. 

So far we have had a successful launch event late last 

year. Nearly 80 in attendance. Including government 

officials, media, business owners, and residents of the 

community. Local businesses donated their space, 

food, and services for the event. It was greatly 

appreciated. We had a membership night at Casa Real, 

a social at the Illinois Tap, two neighborhood clean-up 

days, and monthly meetings at the renovated 

Goodenow Insurance (former Lincoln Library branch). 

The work does not go unnoticed. We are all busy 

people and take time out of our lives to revitalize “The 

Avenue”. Thank you. 

With that being said…everyone deserves a summer 

break. Summer is filled with holidays, fairs, and 

vacations. The generally consensus is that we will take 

a break from our monthly meetings in July & 

August. In the meantime please support the businesses 

and events on the North End this summer. 

So what is next??? 

Well we have a few volunteers who will be watering 

Lincoln Park Neighborhood’s planters along North 

Grand this summer. 

This fall we will meet the first Thursday in September. 

We hope to plan a fall gathering in October to show 

appreciation and possibly fundraiser for the 2017 year. 

In November it will be officer elections. Those 

interested in the position of President, VP, Secretary, 

Treasurer, Events, Neighborhood Improvement, and 

Government Relations Chair can send an email to 

avenueassociation@gmail.com or speak with an 

officer. 

There are many plans for the future. 2017 is when the 

group will hit the ground running. Hopefully working 

with Enos Park, Lincoln Park, and the Rt. 66 TIF 

exploration to focus efforts on N. Grand between 2nd & 

10th Streets. More planters, improved storefronts, 

neighborhood association street signs, a community 

event, neighborhood clean-ups, and more! Our 

association wants to build community, improve the 

area visually, and attract more business to the vacant 

spaces along “The Avenue”. Our hope is to be a 

positive light on the North End! 

Thanks again for all of your efforts and support. We’ll 

send out a reminder email before our next meeting in 

September and if there is any news of importance to 

the association.  

Have a great summer! 

— Brandon Damm, 

President of The Avenue: 

North Grand Improvement Association 

www.avenueassociation.com 

Like them on Facebook! 

mailto:avenueassociation@gmail.com
http://www.avenueassociation.com
https://www.facebook.com/avenueassociation
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A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 

a first floor room with 13 foot ceilings, and all four 

slept in there, on the floor with sleeping bags. Later, 

we refinished all the beautiful hardwood floors, and 

the kitchen floor which is of golden wide-board pine. 

So I had too much distraction to go learn much about 

our house from its previous owner—who’d lived 

there from 1917 till 1970. I asked very few questions, 

I saw very few pictures. I have long regretted that I 

didn’t make the time. 

Here is what I did learn: Lincoln stood in the foyer. 

The house was being built by Dr. Jayne, next door to 

his own, for his daughter. Lincoln was going by, there 

was a sudden freshet, and the familiar lawyer stepped 

inside to chat with the workmen and ask about the 

house. It’s a plausible story. His inlaws lived across 

the street (now Edwards place) so he could well be on 

the street. And he was a curious, even nosy fellow. 

He’d be interested in seeing what was being built, and 

interested in the builders. Also, this was the closest 

place to get out of the rain. These men no doubt knew 

him, this was a small town--but didn’t think of his 

visit as anything special until he became president. 

Then, of course, they said that the president had been 

in the very house they’d been building. And every 

inhabitant of this house, from 1859 till Nannie Fain in 

1917, has passed on the story. 

Here’s what else I learned—that there was a marvel-

ous coach house behind, that Nannie Fain had had 

torn down--it was an attractive hazard, and she’d not 

Continued on page 6 

This Old House 

By Jacqueline Jackson 

We moved to Springfield in 1970, to become part of the 

new university just opening south of town. We bought a 

tall brick house—large enough for a family of six--on N. 

Fifth Street, in Enos Park, to be on a bus line and near 

downtown. At that time downtown had two large all-

purpose department stores, and on nearby N. Grand were 

a grocery store and Noonan’s Hardware. 

I don’t recall I ever talked to the former owner of the 

house—Nannie Fain, who’d decided to sell when she 

was 80. Certainly not in depth. I did talk twice to her 

daughter, who’d lived with her mother and whose chil-

dren—I think--had gone to McClernand, but again, not 

in depth. I think I made a courtesy call. Now, I regret 

very much that I hadn’t spent considerable time with this 

pair, who had relocated to a small house on the near 

west side. There’s so much about this property I wish I 

knew, and that they would have enjoyed telling me. I’m 

a curious, even a nosy, person—why didn’t I?  

It was the pace—new town, new school for the kids, 

new church, new friends to make on all age levels, new 

university still in its formative stage, my first time as a 

full-time professor, new classes to originate, other new 

responsibilities—the list can go on and on. It was a fran-

tic time. 

And the house itself—it was empty, except for a buffet 

(empty) that was apparently too large to move. I still 

have that handsome piece of furniture. But the bank 

would not give us a loan until we put mucho money into 

the house—most of that in the kitchen. It had no cup-

boards, no counters, no stove, no fridge. The sink was 

old fashioned, standing on one leg in a corner, and the 

lighting was a single bulb hanging on a long cord from 

the middle of the 12 foot ceiling—you pulled a string to 

turn it on. 

We moved in and camped in the basement, cooking our 

meals on a camp stove, keeping our perishables in an ice 

chest. We ate on a card table. The kids set up a large 

tepee they’d made, (canvas, they used genuine plans) in 

Author Jackie Jackson has lived 46 years in Enos Park. 



P a g e  6  

Lola Lucas’s column continues, 

hosted by Lola’s friends, and 

occasionally by Lola herself 

through past writings. 

 

Will you volunteer a column, 

something about Enos Park? 

Call Jackie Jackson, 544-2916. 

 

had a coach or horses for a long time. She also had the 

hanging things—what do you call them—up by the 

soffits—removed, in case they fell on anyone. She 

probably burned them. Go look at period houses, and 

you’ll see what’s missing here. 

The authentic wooden porch was replaced with a wide, 

conventional brick one, maybe around 1927, and also 

the authentic fireplaces, another sad loss. It’s probably 

when central heating went in, and indoor plumbing. 

That’s about all I learned, and maybe the part about 

the porch and fireplaces I figured out for myself. 

I’ve never regretted living in Enos Park. The point of 

this confessional account, though, is—find out what 

you can about your own house! Ask questions from 

anyone who might know anything. And then use the 

Sangamon Collection at Lincoln Library. They have 

city directories, old plats and maps, newspapers, pho-

tographs. A lot of work has been done on Enos Park 

already; who are our EPNIA experts, our local histori-

ans? I plan to find out, and learn more things about 

this house I’ve lived in for over forty years. I’ll share 

my gleanings, and want to hear yours, too! 

Please contact Jackie Jackson about writing a column 

for The Banner. We need one every month, to carry on 

Lola’s tradition. 

Continued from page 5 

Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-

ciation, Inc. The editor is Michelle Higginbotham. Circulation 

is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of each month. 

 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 553-4629 or  

e-mail president@epnia.com. The deadline for copy is the 20th.  
 

Advertising rates are: 

 1/16 page $15  $37.50  for 3 mo. 

 1/8  page $20  $50.00  for 3 mo. 

 1/4  page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/2  page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 

 Full page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

At Qik-n-EZ we're more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 

everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  

mailto:president@epnia.com


facebook.com/pages/Enos-Park-Neighborhood-Improvement-Association-EPNIA/ 

www.EPNIA.com       twitter.com/epnia 
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