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Earlier this year, HSHS St. John’s Hospi-
tal, Memorial Medical Center, SIU 
School of Medicine, and the Sangamon 
County Department of Public Health 
partnered to complete the Sangamon 
County Community Health Needs As-
sessment. Members of the public shared 
input at five public forums, filled out an 
online survey, or turned in a printed form 
to identify the region’s top health priori-
ties.  

The four leading priorities were mental 
health, with 86.9 percent of participants 
rating it as a high priority; child abuse, 
83.4 percent; excess weight, 78.8 percent; 
and access to care, 76.2 percent. Other 
identified health needs were heart dis-
ease, diabetes, dental care, food insecuri-
ty and asthma.  

To meet federal requirements, the two 
nonprofit hospitals must provide and 
make public a health-needs assessment 
every three years. HSHS St. John’s and 
Memorial developed separate plans in 
2012, but are working together to develop 
the 2015 assessment.  

“Many issues determine a community’s 
health, including education levels, eco-
nomic status and environmental issues,” 

said Edgar J. Curtis, president and chief 
executive officer of Memorial Health 
System. “No single hospital, agency or 
governmental body can be entirely re-
sponsible for the health of its community 
or address these many issues alone. 
That’s why Memorial Medical Center is 
committed to this collaboration with 
HSHS St. John’s Hospital to strengthen 
access to care for Enos Park residents and 
potentially develop a model that can be 
replicated in our community.”  

Each hospital will continue to develop 
separate priorities in addition to their col-
laborative initiative in Enos Park. Those 
results will be discussed at a community 
forum in October 2015. 

For the Enos Park initiative, the next step 
will be to hold three focus groups in Jan-
uary with the neighborhood’s residents to 
allow them to identify areas that hinder 
access to care. The focus groups will tar-
get neighborhood stakeholders, young 
parents, and senior citizens. The Univer-
sity of Illinois Springfield will conduct 
the focus groups and help analyze the 
resulting data.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Based on the information collected from the focus 
groups and neighborhood leaders, the medical institu-
tions will develop a plan of action to improve access to 
care for Enos Park residents. By focusing on a narrow 
target area for the next three years, the hope is to de-
velop programs that can be replicated in other areas of 
Sangamon County. Since Enos Park is the residential 
area within the boundaries of the medical district, our 
neighborhood will become the test case for initiatives 
to improve delivery of health care services. This is a 
great opportunity for residents of Enos Park and we 
are excited to have been chosen as the targeted area for 
this pilot program. 

(Continued from page 1) 

In His Hands Orphans Outreach  
1149 N. 7th - The Home Stretch 

In His Hands Orphans Outreach is pleased to be in the 
home stretch of our home renovation at 1149 N. 7th 
Street.  The non-profit organization began the renova-
tion with an open house dedication on March 24, 
2014, where the public was invited to see the home 
that was once on the demolition list.  After a complete 
renovation by its volunteers, In His Hands Orphans 
Outreach is proud to invite everyone to see the beauti-
ful, finished, completely renovated three-bedroom, 
two-bathroom home on January 23, 2015 from 5:30 
pm to 8 pm as Enos Park's featured home during 
Neighborhood Night In.  

In His Hands Orphans Outreach is extremely grateful 
to EPNIA and all of the businesses and volunteers 
who made this renovation possible to save this 1880's 
home.  The result is a wonderful residence for a family 
or folks looking for an open concept floor plan, eat-in 
kitchen with island, a separate formal dining room, 
master bedroom, full bath and laundry - all on the first 
floor.  The upstairs has two bedrooms and a full bath-
room.  The home has a beautiful, custom front porch 
and a large back yard area with a brand new deck. 

In His Hands Orphans is honored and proud to be in-
volved in this Enos Park neighborhood restoration 

(Continued on page 3) 1149 N. Seventh—After 

1149 N. Seventh—Before 
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Access to Health Services and Care  
among Enos Park Residents 

A collaborative effort between Memorial Medical 
Center and HSHS St. John’s Hospital 

A recent effort by Memorial Medical Center, St. John’s 
Hospital, the Sangamon County Department of Public 
Health, and SIU School of Medicine’s Office of Communi-
ty Health and Service identified access to care as a top 
health priority in Sangamon County. As part of the 2015 
Community Health Needs Assessment, researchers from 
the University of Illinois Springfield (UIS) are looking to 
hear from Enos Park residents.  

There will be two chances for Enos Park residents to share 
their own experiences and ideas about how to improve ac-
cess to health services and care in the neighborhood. The 
dates, locations, and times are listed below. You will be 
compensated for your time, and refreshments will be pro-
vided for your convenience.  

Although we hope you will join us, your participation is 
voluntary. Please be assured that anything you say during 
the discussion is confidential and that SRO will not release 
any information that can be linked to you. If you have any 
questions regarding this important event or are interested in 
attending, please contact the UIS Survey Research Office at 
(217)206-6591 or sro@uis.edu. 

 Senior Adult Meeting: January 22, 2015, Kumler 
Methodist Church, 8:30 am. 

 Young Adult/Parent Meeting: January 24, 2015, 
Third Presbyterian Church, 2 pm (childcare will be 
provided). 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Did You Know 
By Michelle Higginbotham, President EPNIA  

visit us on the web at 

www.EPNIA.com 

where all of the profit made from the sale of the home 
will be used to purchase land in Haiti where an orphan 
village is in the process of being built.  The village will 
have small homes, with 10-12 children and house par-
ents in each home. This will give over 100 orphans a 
place to live in a loving, caring atmosphere where they 
will be well cared for and have the opportunity to at-
tend school and learn a trade. 

A very special thank you to our skilled carpenter, Tom 
Hayes, for his beautiful work on the front porch, inside 
staircases, and throughout the home, as well as  our 
lead volunteers, Jim Kunkle, Bruce Hays, Ed Jackson, 
Tom Gibbons, Jim Craven, and Curt Mavis for their 
servant hearts and making this home renovation a real-
ity. 

Please join us at 1149 N. 7th Street on January 23, 
2015, at 5:30 pm for the open house dedication cele-
bration during Neighborhood Night In. 

For more information, please contact In His Hands 
Project Coordinator, Stephanie Barton, at 217-494-
7594.  

(Continued from page 2) 
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In October 2011, together with other aldermen repre-
senting older neighborhoods, I co-sponsored an ordi-
nance to put a stop to the seemingly endless cycle of 
registering and re-registering vacant buildings. Under 
the new law, owners can now only register their build-
ings for three years. 

At the end of the three years, the owners get an addi-
tional 60 days to either obtain permits to correct the 
building code violations and obtain a certificate of oc-
cupancy, or obtain a permit to demolish the building. If 
the owner does neither, the owner is subject to being 
fined not less than $750 per day! While the permits 
could allow the time for fixing the property or demol-
ishing it to go beyond the 60 days, they are time lim-
ited, so if permits are obtained, and the fixing up or de-
molishing does not occur by the end of the time al-
lowed by the permit, the $750 a day fines would kick in 
then. 

The new law took effect October 18, 2011. Thus, for 
those who first registered their property just as the new 
law started, the 3 years plus 60 days would be up by the 
end of December of last year. Over the course of 2015, 
we should see more and more vacant buildings either 
get fixed up or demolished. An example of that is the 
Esquire Theater. It is approaching the end of its 3 years 
plus 60 days window early next year. According to 
Mayor Mike Houston, AMC, owner of the building, 
announced plans to demolish it next year. 

That $750 a day fine can add up fast. After 30 days, it 
totals $22,500, and after 100 days, $75,000. Very few 
of these properties are worth $75,000, and many are 
worth less than $22,500. Once the fines are assessed 
and not paid, the city can put a lien on the property for 
the amount of the fines. When the lien exceeds the val-
ue of the property, the city can foreclose on the lien and 
take ownership of the property if there are no prior 
liens. Even if there is a prior lien, the city can obtain a 
court order to demolish the building if it is unsafe and 
dangerous. 

Buildings required to be registered are those that are 1) 
vacant and have two or more code violations; 2) open 
such that people can get in without a key; or 3) secured 
in way that violates City Code. Most registered build-
ings are in the first category. 

As more buildings approach the end of the 3 years plus 
60 days cycle, the city must do everything within its 
power to make sure the building owners are aware of 
the dire consequences ahead. The intent of the new law 
was not to demolish or seize buildings, but rather to get 
the owners to fix them and make the buildings useful, 
which is also in the long term interest of the owners. 

One of my constituents, who had been registering his 
building every 3 months, went to the city in November 
to re-register for another 3 months. The city took his 
$500 fee and application, but a week later sent him a 
letter that his 3 years were up and his application was 
being rejected. This property owner said he was com-
pletely unaware of the 3 years plus 60 days limit. The 
city needs to do a better job of informing property own-
ers who register, that they are approaching the end of 
the line. When there is one year or less left, the city 
should give the registrant a NOTICE in big red letters, 
warning that their end date is approaching, and they 
better get to work if they want to keep their property. 

I have talked to Public Works Director Mark Mahoney 
about this, and he agrees. He intends to revise their pro-
cedures to make sure that no other registrant can claim 
they were not aware of the impending deadline. 

The ordinance we passed in 2011 is a good one for at-
tacking the problem of abandoned buildings, but it is 
only as good as it is carried out. The City Council can 
pass ordinances, but it is up to the Mayor and his Direc-
tors and Corporation Counsel to carry them out 

Speaking about abandoned buildings, it was disappoint-
ing to see that the Mayor's proposed budget for the next 
fiscal year, starting March 1st, reduces the amount ap-
propriated for demolishing vacant buildings to 
$450,000 from $1.3 million. The initial budget we 
passed last year contained $500,000 for demolitions, 
and that was increased with a supplemental appropria-

(Continued on page 5) 

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 
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way but with disaster peeking around each corner. I hope 
they’ll read the Banner to see what is available, then 
reach out to social services and churches for the hand up 
that might make a difference. We’re coming off the sea-
son of giving, but poverty exists 12 months a year. As I 
think of someone in my own extended family who strug-
gles with money I remind myself, “If you can’t help, 
don’t hinder.” 

According to IRS data, 99 percent of American 
households make less than $388,000 a year, and 95 
percent make less than $167,000 a year. The true 
middle in terms of income — that is, the cutoff to 
be in the top 50 percent of earners — is roughly 
$35,000 a year. 
“That’s rich! Why so many wealthy Americans 
think they are middle class.”  

Salon.com, Dec. 2014 
Kindda shows that I was a labor market economist for 
many years, doesn't it?  

If you liked my book At Home in the Park, you might 
also like Church Booty: 

(Continued from page 6) 

Springfield, Illinois author Carol Manley 
“weaves tales, from ordinary events and 
characters, about people who mostly 
stand on the ground and stare up at a so-
cial ladder missing the bottom three 
rungs. The result is often hilarious, 
touching and true… The stories are ar-
ranged to take you on a cultural roller 
coaster ride with characters unforgettable to the point 
that you will be thinking about them long after you have 
finished reading. And, by design or not, the reader gains 
insight into black culture and the life of families of 
mixed races.” 

Amazon.com reviewer 

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, represents Ward 5. 
He can be reached at samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; 
fax 528-0311 or  915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

tion of more than $800,000 later in the year. We need to 
spend more on demolitions, and, at a minimum, maintain 
last year's level. 

With the end of 2014 and beginning of 2015, it is good to 
look at some of the accomplishments from the last year: 

 1st year of 3-year infrastructure program, including 100 
miles of roads black topped or seal-coated and 400,000 
square feet of sidewalk fixed or added; 

 Construction of the Carpenter Street underpass started, 
taking the first major step in moving the 3rd St. rail to 
10th; 

 Froze the pay of Aldermen, Mayor and City Treasurer 
and Clerk for the next term (Alderman pay already fro-
zen this term); 

 Consolidation of all city garages into one, saving $1 
million next fiscal year;  

 Enacted an appeal procedure for violations of ordinanc-
es on high grass, weeds and garbage, which will allow 
for better enforcement of these ordinances; 

 Stopped new gas station/convenience store on 9th from 
selling single-serve alcohol;  

 Demolished a record number of vacant buildings. 

There is much more to be done in 2015. My best wishes to 
everyone for a great 2015! 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Pity the poor millionaires. Yes, being in the top 1% 
can leave people feeling poor. Sales of yachts are 
down, but sales of mega yachts over 200 feet long are 
up according to columnist Jim Hightower in the Illi-
nois Times. It’s a big gap between the haves and the 
have mores, between millionaires and billionaires. 

In Hand to Mouth: Living in Bootstrap America au-
thor Linda Tirado describes life at the other end of the 
economic spectrum, a world where a small problem 
can snowball into disaster, even homelessness. She’s 
been frustrated not by the size of her yacht but by 
feeding her two children. Tirado’s been middle 
class… and bumped down to lower middle class… 
and then to actual poverty. She describes how cascad-
ing fees from a car impoundment led to her and her 
husband both losing their jobs, then their apartment. 
Poverty is ugly, no way around it. 

“Poor shaming” is right down there with fat shaming. 
It takes a hard situation then dumps humiliation on 
top of it. How easy it is to sniff, “They caused it 
themselves with poor choices!” Why would the poor 
waste money on fast food or cigarettes? Tirado says 
the immediate pleasure seems like a reasonable trade 
off when saving money is so unlikely, with any cash 
quickly wiped out by the next unexpected bill. Ciga-
rettes and sugar also provide a quick pop of stimula-
tion to keep going through working at a job or two or 
three if lucky enough to have a job at all. 

Tirado rocketed to unexpected fame and a book deal 
by responding on an online discussion board last year 
in a post titled “Why I Make Terrible Decisions, or, 
Poverty Thoughts,” which then went viral. It was the 
sort of rant that grabs people by the throat and says, 
“You wanna know? You really wanna know WHY 
it’s this way??” She has the advantage of some col-
lege and the writing skills to convey what she’s seen 
on the underside of America where people are blamed 
if they don’t bootstrap themselves into success.  

Barbara Ehrenreich, author of Nickled and Dimed: On 
(Not) Getting by in America, wrote the foreword to 

Hand to Mouth and pointed out that “poverty is not a 
‘culture’ or a character defect; it is a shortage of mon-
ey.” People who’ve had to leave the J out of a PB&J 
sandwich for their children aren’t living that lifestyle 
for the fun of it! Something else that the middle class 
may not realize is that poverty is genuinely addling. 
Malnutrition, constant worry, untreated disease and 
pain—all of those affect one’s ability to plan and 
reach goals. Despair and depression go hand in hand 
with the harassment, the petty horrors of low-wage 
jobs, that Ehrenreich and Tirado both wrote about in 
detail. 

In 1970, CEO’s earned 20 times the wages of their 
average workers, 1 to 20.  Currently the ratio is 1 to 
331 times the wages for two reasons, both higher 
CEO pay and lower workers’ wages. 1 vs. 331, ac-
cording to Bloomberg Businessweek. OK, let’s drive 
by and look at those numbers yet again, 1 compared 
to 331 because the mind simply has a hard time com-
puting a gap of $35,200 for a non-supervisory produc-
tion worker and $11,700,000 for the head of the com-
pany. I know my English major reaction is, “Huh, 
that’s rather a lot” but part of that $11.7 million sent 
to the Cayman Islands or Swiss accounts was the car 
you might have bought if your salary was higher or if 
your job was more secure. It’s a house instead of an 
apartment, a co-pay for a medical bill mailed in with-
out frantic worry. I’m thinking of printing t-shirts that 
say “Their loophole is your goose egg.” 

Income inequality deprives people of dignity and 
hope. If it were purely their own fault that would be 
one thing, but structural problems such as increased 
automation and off-shoring jobs means less work to 
be done. Level playing field? More like the table tip-
ping while more and more people fall off the edge. 
Things are improving with unemployment down to 
pre-Great Recession levels in 2008 but it’s going to 
take more than cheap gasoline [think we’ll see $1.99 a 
gallon in Springfield? No, I don’t, either] to truly spur 
consumer confidence. 

As we begin 2015, remember that some of your 
neighbors in Enos Park are poor, not in some genteel 

(Continued on page 5) 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 
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E n o s  P a r k  C A L E N D A R  

Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 
Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. 
Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of 
each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 
522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@comcast.net or fax 522-3060.  
The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 

Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  
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