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As we start a new year, there are many 
changes on the horizon for EPNIA. Many 
of these changes are occurring at the 
board level and will not be noticeable to 
the general membership. The board of 
directors is holding its first annual board 
retreat to discuss restructuring the board 
and updating our bylaws and our long 
range plans. We have experienced tre-
mendous growth since completing our 
Master Plan in 2010, and changes at the 
board level are necessary to keep pace 
with this growth. 

One major change that will involve the 
whole membership is our shift to a team 
model. We want to give more people an 
opportunity to get involved in the work 
and decision making of EPNIA, and the 
board members will serve as liaisons be-
tween the membership and the board. 
Each team will have a board member 
serving as a team leader who will also be 
part of the newly formed executive com-
mittee. The team leader will also be re-
sponsible for giving reports at board 
meetings and membership meetings to 
keep everyone up to date on the work of 
that team. 

Our hope is that everyone will choose a 
team that best allows them to utilize their 
unique skills and interests, while at the 

same time being relieved of the pressure 
to participate in everything. As EPNIA 
has grown, it has become nearly impossi-
ble for anyone, including board members, 
to be a part of every event and project 
that takes place. Using a team model will 
allow us to be more efficient while hope-
fully engaging additional volunteers from 
the EPNIA membership. 

Here is a brief overview of the five 
teams: 

Neighborhood Events Team - Work 
together to plan, prepare, and promote 
every event in Enos Park. 

Neighborhood Family & Community 
Engagement Team - Welcome, engage, 
inform, and connect Enos Park neighbors 
to participate in the life of the neighbor-
hood. Serve as a liaison between McCler-
nand Elementary School families and the 
neighborhood association to engage par-
ents and children. 

Neighborhood Safety & Security Team 
- Neighbors who partner with the police, 
provide a visible presence in the neigh-
borhood, and identify and problem solve 
specific issues and problematic locations. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Neighborhood Fundraising Team - Work together to 
creatively and relationally continue and expand our 
ways of raising funds to support the work we do in 
Enos Park. 

Neighborhood Beautification Team - Work together 
to make our green space beautiful in Enos Park; oversee  

 
the community garden, apple orchard, sculpture garden, 
and gateway planters.  

If you are interested in finding out more, contact 
Michelle Higginbotham at 553-4629 or  
president@epnia.com or Dawn Mobley at 801-0751 or 
mobleydawn@gmail.com. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Catholic Heart Camp 
Nearly 300 high school students and their adult team 
leaders will be in Springfield this summer for the 
Catholic Heart Work Camp. The students will be 
working in small groups to complete service projects 
at various locations around town, and they have of-
fered their services to Enos Park homeowners.  

We are trying to identify residents in the neighbor-
hood who are senior citizens, people on a limited 
budget, and/or people who have a disability and need 
help with projects at their home. This could include 
minor projects at their house such as interior/exterior 
painting or yard work such as landscaping, weeding, 
trimming bushes, etc. The volunteers will bring their 
own tools. 

The camp is from Monday, June 29 to Friday, July 3 
so the work projects will be completed during that 
time frame. However, we need to identify potential 
projects as soon as possible so that we can plan ac-
cordingly for manpower and materials. Please contact 
Michelle Higginbotham at 553-4629 or presi-
dent@epnia.com to request assistance for yourself or 
a neighbor. 

Think Spring! 
If you are interested in helping with either of the Neigh-
borhood Garden sites this year, we are having an initial 
planning meeting on Monday, Feb. 23. We will meet at 
Kumler Church (5th & Carpenter) at 6:15. We will dis-
cuss our goals for the coming year and plan for spring in 
the gardens.  If you have questions, contact Cory Black-
well at 652-5241. 

At Qik-n-EZ we're more than just a  
convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 
everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  
we are where you need us.  
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In 2015, the City of Springfield will go to the polls to vote for 
Mayor, City Clerk, City Treasurer and all ten seats on the City 
Council. The majority of Enos Park is within the boundaries of 
Ward 5, and there are currently three individuals running for 
Ward 5 Alderman. The incumbent, Sam Cahnman, is being chal-
lenged by Enos Park resident Andrew Proctor. Dominick Wat-
son is also running as a write-in candidate.  

Keep in mind that the ward boundaries have recently changed, 
so you may be in a different ward than you were in previous 
elections. You can go to the City Clerk’s website at  
http://www.springfieldcityclerk.com/Election2015/
SpringfieldVotes2015.aspx to check your ward or find your poll-
ing place. There are also instructions on voter registration and 
early voting. 

To help our members determine where the candidates stand on 
issues important to EPNIA, our February membership meeting 
on Tuesday, Feb. 10 will include an aldermanic forum with all 
three candidates, in place of our typical guest speaker. We will 
hold our business meeting at 7 p.m. and begin the aldermanic 
forum at 7:30. Bob Gray of the Citizen’s Club has graciously 
agreed to serve as the moderator. Please plan to attend this im-
portant event and encourage your neighbors to come and hear 
from the candidates. 

Did You Know 
By Michelle Higginbotham, President EPNIA  

2015 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Higginbotham, President ........................ 553-4629 
Dawn Mobley, Vice President ............................... 572-1500 
Linda Maier, Treasurer ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 
Amber Rigor, Secretary ......................................... 370-7653 
Chris Becker, Director ........................................... 658-2612 
Jane Buis Henry, Director ..................................... 572-1773 
Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 
Steve Hughes, Director .......................................... 371-0942 
Jack Kriel, Director .................. (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 
Calvin Pitts, Director ............................................. 638-7720 
Danyel Pitts, Director ............................................ 717-5346 
Marcus Stewart, Director ....................................... 816-4928 
Owen Anderson, Past President ............................. 528-9107 
Betsy Dollar, Associate Member, SAA ................. 523-2631 
Bill Barton, Associate Member, Westside ..... 630-340-1903 
Heidi Wareham, Associate Member, RCC ............ 498-9264 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director ....................... 522-9381 

Report Nuisance Issues  

Call 787-ENOS 

http://www.springfieldcityclerk.com/Election2015/SpringfieldVotes2015.aspx�
http://www.springfieldcityclerk.com/Election2015/SpringfieldVotes2015.aspx�
http://www.springfieldcityclerk.com/Election2015/SpringfieldVotes2015.aspx�
http://www.springfieldcityclerk.com/Election2015/SpringfieldVotes2015.aspx�
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Get Covered at HSHS St. John’s Hospital 

Get Covered Illinois will be helping participants sign 
up for health care coverage at St. John’s Children’s 
Hospital in the Tea Room.  

Enrollment opportunities will be on the following 
dates:  

 Friday, February 13: 9am to 10pm  

 Saturday, February 14: 9am to 6pm  

 Sunday, February 15: 9am to 11pm  

Those planning on attending should be prepared to 
provide full names, birth dates, and Social Security 
numbers for all persons enrolling; proof of Illinois 
residency (i.e. Illinois driver’s license); and employer/
income information (i.e. paycheck stubs, W-2).  

For more information, visit GetCoveredIllinois.gov, 
or call the Get Covered Illinois Help Desk at 1-866-
311-1119. 

HSHS Medical Group Opens 
New Pulmonology Location  

HSHS Medical Group is pleased to announce the 
opening of its new location, HSHS Medical Group - 
Pulmonology in Springfield, effective January 5, 
2015. Alpana Chandra, MD has relocated from her 
practice on Miller Street. The practice also welcomes 
Jeremiah Reedy, MD.  

“Bringing these two skilled doctors to the west side of 
Springfield is an opportunity for HSHS Medical 
Group to continue expanding specialty care,” Said 
Melinda Clark, Chief Executive Officer. “Drs. Chan-
dra and Reedy are highly qualified, experienced phy-
sicians who are committed to the well-being of our 
patients.” HSHS Medical Group Pulmonology 
Springfield is located at 2901 Old Jacksonville Road, 
and the phone number is (217) 241-3595.  

 
Foot and Ankle Associates 

Joins HSHS Medical Group 

HSHS Medical Group is pleased to announce that 
Foot & Ankle Associates of Central Illinois, LLC 
joined their group of providers effective January 1, 
2015. The practice will be renamed HSHS Medical 
Group - Foot & Ankle Specialists. The providers join-
ing HSHS Medical Group include Jeffrey Fleischli, 
DPM, FACFAS, John Fleischli, DPM, FACFAS, and 
Terese Laughlin, DPM, FACFAS. 

“HSHS Medical Group is committed to expanding 
specialty care in Springfield, and it is a privilege to 
welcome these providers to our family,” said Melinda 
Clark, Chief Executive Officer. “We appreciate the 
skill and personal care the providers at Foot & Ankle 
Associates bring to patients.” 

HSHS Medical Group - Foot & Ankle Specialists will 
continue to serve patients from their existing loca-
tions. In Springfield, the address is 2901 Old Jackson-
ville Road, Suite C, and the phone number is (217) 
546-5949. In Jacksonville, the address is 1515 W. 
Walnut, Building 12, and the phone number is (217) 
243-1101. Outreach clinics will also continue in their 
existing locations in Lincoln, Havana, Pittsfield, 
Rushville and Beardstown as well as AthletiCare and 
HSHS St. John’s Regional Wound Care Center.  

 

About HSHS Medical Group  

HSHS Medical Group is the physician organization of 
Hospital Sisters Health System (HSHS). Launched in 
2008, HSHS Medical Group is a critical component 
of the HSHS Care Integration strategy, which focuses 
on bringing physicians, technology and patients to-
gether to improve the overall health of our communi-
ties. 

Today, HSHS Medical Group is comprised of more 
than 320 medical professionals in locations reaching 
from Southern Illinois to Western Wisconsin. HSHS 
Medical Group is powered by the Franciscan history 
of the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis, and our faith-
based identity led us to the single most important ten-
et of the HSHS Medical Group philosophy — patient-
first care. 

Visit our website at www.hshsmedicalgroup.org to 
learn more. 

https://getcoveredillinois.gov/�
http://www.hshsmedicalgroup.org/�
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In January I joined Mayor J. Michael Houston and 
Ald. Cory Jobe as a co-sponsor of a new ordinance to 
allow Transportation Network Companies, such as 
Uber, to operate in Springfield. The Council adopted 
amendments I offered to make sure passengers got 
insurance information in case of an accident, and to 
increase to a more reasonable level the fee Uber and 
other such companies would have to pay the city to 
operate here. 

Uber, a ridesharing service, is a new form of transpor-
tation similar to, but not the same as, a taxi. Uber start-
ed operating in Springfield January 9th and its busi-
ness has grown by leaps and bounds. The company 
reported that it has already provided hundreds of rides 
here. Uber launched five years ago and is now in 200 
cities and 52 countries, including Chicago. There are 
at least two other ridesharing companies, Lyft and 
Sidecar.  

The differences between Uber and taxis are that to use 
Uber you have to download the Uber App to your 
smart phone and register with your credit or debit card. 
The only way to get an Uber car is through the App, 
which will notify you of the driver and vehicle that 
will pick you up and show you on a map where the 
Uber vehicle is. It will give the estimated pick up time 
and cost. At the end of the ride, no cash is exchanged. 
Your credit or debit card is charged and the receipt is 
emailed to you. According to Uber, the wait times 
downtown and in the Capitol Complex area during 
business hours and evenings are less than five 
minutes! 

Uber uses the private cars of its drivers with no insig-
nia. Anyone with a car newer than ten years old and a 
clean driving record can apply to be a driver. All driv-
ers must pass Uber's background check and complete 
the company’s training. Drivers can make up to $20 an 
hour and are covered by Uber’s insurance, according 
to the company. The benefit to the drivers is that they 
set their own hours. When the driver wants to work, he 
or she just turns on the App, and then turns it off when 
they want to quit. The driver closest to the person re-
questing the ride gets the fare unless they decline it.  
Drivers who are parents with school age children can 
drop their kids at school and then turn on the App and 

get to work. When it is time to pick up the little ones, 
just turn off the App. 

Uber's rates can change based on demand. However, 
passengers are always given the rate and estimated 
cost of the ride in advance. Rates are also supposed to 
be posted on Uber's website. 

I strongly supported this ordinance because it does 
what government should do. It protects consumers and 
then gets out of the way and lets the free market work. 
The ordinance expands the market for rides by creat-
ing more competition and giving local consumers 
more choices. In short, it is good for the citizens of 
and visitors to our city. 

You can fight City Hall and win! The expansion of a 
group home on North 8th was stopped because of 
neighborhood opposition. The Oxford House on the 
southwest corner of 8th and Wood opened its doors 
last year after Kim Boyett purchased the house and 
rehabbed it to rent it to the Oxford House Group. 

Oxford Houses are group homes for recovering alco-
holics and drug addicts. According to their website, 
there are 1,200 in the United States. About five are in 
Springfield. 

The one at 8th & Wood opened without any prior no-
tice to neighbors or permission from City Hall be-
cause, under our zoning code, up to five unrelated peo-
ple can live in a house without getting any special per-
mission.  But the group home needed a variance when 
it wanted to expand from five to seven people. 

When neighbors learned of the zoning variance peti-
tion, they told me of their opposition. A school bus 
stop was right in front of the home. A grade school 
was three blocks away and a lot of children walked to 
and from school past the house. The neighbors were 
sensitive to the needs of recovering addicts, but did not 
think the expansion of this group home was a good fit 
for their neighborhood. 

I advised the neighbors to speak out at the Planning & 
Zoning Commission hearing. Their testimony moved 
the Commission to recommend denial of the variance.  
This meant a two-thirds vote of the City Council was 
needed to grant the variance. The Oxford House could 
see the writing on the wall and withdrew its petition.  
The result is that the group home will remain, but be 
limited to five persons. 

(Continued on page 7) 

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 



Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 
Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 
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Over the past ten years, more and more of these group 
homes have sprung up in our city's older neighborhoods. 
The reason is simple economics. A property owner who 
collects a certain amount per day for each of five residents 
from the government, insurance or through disability pay-
ments stands to make far more than if the house were rent-
ed to a single family or individual.  

A group home is typically a place whose occupants have a 
high degree of transiency and are not permanent residents, 
and where the makeup of the household occupying unit is 
determined by the landowner or property manager, rather 
than the residents of the unit.  A group home is more like 
an institution than a single family home or apartment that 
we expect in a residential neighborhood.   

As a result, I am working on an ordinance that would re-
quire any group home of five or fewer to obtain a condi-
tional permitted use or variance to operate in a residential 
neighborhood.  If zoning relief was required for a group 
home of five or less, as it now is for those of six or more, 
the neighbors would have the opportunity to weigh in at the 
Planning and Zoning Commission hearing, with their alder-
man, and before the City Council.  

(Continued from page 6) 

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, represents Ward 5. He 
can be reached at samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 
525-1047 or 915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

http://us.mc431.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=samcahnman@yahoo.com�
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My last few columns have been on the grim side 
(economic inequality is not much of a laugh riot) so I 
wanted to share something that made me cry for sheer 
joy. I found it on Facebook around Christmas and yet 
the notion of love works for Valentine’s Day, too.  

In July of 2012 Crystal Nolting, a volunteer for For-
ever Home Feline Ranch (a local cat rescue organiza-
tion) took in a tiny scrap of a black kitten. He 
weighed three quarters of a pound, was blind, and 
thoroughly infested ears to tail with ringworm. “He 
will make a wonderful addition to the right home will-
ing to make a few changes to accommodate a special 
need kitty,” she wrote. She posted pictures and videos 
of his recovery and growth into a handsome cat. What 
with one thing and another 2012 managed to turn into 
December of 2014 and this was posted on Facebook: 

We know a lot of you have followed Willie Bear 
(Brian and Crystal's foster cat the last two years). Wil-
lie Bear finally got his wish!  

(Willie Bear) Momma? 

(Crystal) Yes, dear? 

(W B) I'm kinda scared. 

(Crystal) What are you scared about? 

(W B) Well, all the fosters leave and never come 
back. And I hear you tell them how they are spe-
cial and that some day they will find a special 
new home. And then I hear you and Daddy talk of 
them finding their forever homes. 

(Crystal) Yes Willie Bear, that is true, and that's 
not scary. That's happy news. 

(Willie sits in silence a few minutes) 

(W B) Momma? 

(Crystal) Yes, Willie Bear. 

(W B) Am I special? 

(Crystal) Oh Willie Bear, you are more than spe-
cial. 

(W B) Does that mean some day I'm gonna have 
to leave and I will never get to come back? (he 
chokes back his tears) 

(Crystal) Oh my silly little bear, you are not going 
anywhere. You belong here, with me and Daddy 
and all your fur brothers and sisters. 

(W B) But Mom, I'm just a foster kitty. I don't 
have a real home. And I'm afraid that means some 
day I'm gonna have to leave. And that scares me, I 
love you and Daddy and all my fur friends. If I'm 
special, why isn't this forever home? 

(kissing Willie Bear on the head and giving him a 
tight hug) 

(Crystal) Well my little bear, that's a real good 
question. 

And so to make Willie Bear’s Christmas wish 
come true, on Christmas morning under the tiny 
tree was an adoption form all filled out to make 
Willie Bear officially one of the Nolting family 
and no longer will he be called 'a foster kitty' - he 
now has his forever home here with Brian and 
me and we will love him forever. 

Actually, looking back through the posts, the only 
time Crystal had suggested another home for Willie 
Bear was when he first arrived. Despite his various 
health and developmental issues, “He was still the 
cutest thing I had ever seen and stole my heart from 
day one,” she later wrote. Crystal and Brian are both 
board members of Forever Home Feline Ranch and 
have fostered cats for five years. They became “failed 
fosters” and while failure usually has a negative con-
notation, it delights people in the rescue community. 
It means that somewhere along the way, like Willie 
Bear, the kind people who foster animals realized 
nope, not going to take him or her to an adoption 
event after all, this one is ours, this is the forever 
home. 

All three of our adopted poodles were fostered by res-
cue groups; Giles was pulled from a high kill shelter 
in Missouri, and it saved his life. Foster homes pro-

(Continued on page 9) 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 
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For the past year and a half, a small movement of people 
have come together to love this neighborhood with the 
love of Jesus. This movement has manifested itself in 
weekly bible studies, making friends with neighbors, serv-
ing and leading in the neighborhood, holding vacation bi-
ble school for the kids, throwing a couple of really awe-
some Halloween parties, and gathering people together for 
monthly outdoor worship services. 

The result has been the birth of Grace City Fellowship. 
We’ve intentionally collaborated with our other neighbor-
hood churches - Third Presbyterian and Kumler United 
Methodist. We have dear friends and partners in both local 
churches, and we all realize that it takes many different 
approaches to reach many different people in a neighbor-
hood as diverse as Enos Park. Grace City Fellowship is 
focused on being a church first and foremost for the neigh-
borhood. Our desire is to see “neighbor loving neighbor 
with the love of Jesus.” 

In the last few months, we’ve forged a unique relationship 
with Third Presbyterian Church. They have been a tremen-
dous neighbor to Enos Park by hosting our monthly       
EPNIA meetings, weekly Meet & Eat every Thursday, 
Gotta Dance classes, McClernand Elementary’s Compass 
Program and the Northside Community Children’s Li-
brary. In addition to the community partners, Third Pres-
byterian Church has decided to partner with Grace City to 
serve and reach the neighborhood with the love of Christ.   

My family and I are regular attendees of Third Presby-
terian. We love being able to walk to church, get to know 
the people there, contribute to their ministry and sit under 
Pastor Brent Mitchell’s teaching. They are hosting our 

monthly Grace City Fellowship gathering the last Sunday 
of every month at 11am, where we hope to reach the 
neighbors of Enos Park. We are excited to be moving our 
Wednesday evening bible study to Thursday evenings, 
directly following the neighborhood Meet & Eat. This al-
lows Grace City to better connect with our neighbors and 
learn together and also provides the good people of Third 
Presbyterian a new mid-week bible study to attend.  

Please join us on Thursday nights beginning February 5 
for the Meet & Eat at 6pm and then for the bible study be-
ginning at 6:45pm. And please consider worshipping with 
us the last Sunday of the month at 11am and join the Enos 
Park family as we worship.  

Please feel free to contact Dawn or me - we would love to 
sit down and have a cup of coffee or tea. You can reach us 
at 217-572-1500 or at gracecityfellowship@gmail.com. 

Thanks so much for being great neighbors and friends! 

With the love of Jesus, 
Ryan Mobley 

Grace City Fellowship — News in the Neighborhood! 

vide socialization and a chance to learn personality quirks. 
A well-groomed cat or dog also has a better chance of 
being adopted than a quivering wreck in a cage—think 
about the happy ones you may have seen in front of hard-
ware or pet supply stores.  

Sometimes there’s love at first sight, but the best type 
kind of sneaks up on us when we one day realize, “Yes, 
this is who I am going to love forever.”  

At Home in the Park (Continued from page 8) 

Look for Forever Home Feline Ranch 
at www.felineranch.org and on Face-
book. Their events put the fun back 
into fund raiser! 
 

Amazon review: “A good read, though I've 
never renovated a home. But it's more than 
that, it's the author's insights into life, love, 
family, career and how it all tied together 
with restoring a home and a neighborhood. 
Anyone who has ever brought a home or 
neighborhood back to life should appreciate 
this book. I have a lot of respect for these urban pioneers.” 
Lola is at work on a second collection of columns pub-
lished in the Enos Park Banner from 2006-2014, Restor-
ing Enos Park: An In-Progress Success Story. 

The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. 
Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of 
each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 
522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@comcast.net or fax 522-3060.  
The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 

Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

mailto:gracecityfellowship@gmail.com�
http://www.felineranch.org/�
mailto:m.piland@comcast.net�
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A Potential Way to Heal a Broken Heart  
Prairie Heart Institute (PHI) at St. John’s Hospital is 
participating in an investigational clinical study called 
ALLSTAR, using donor heart cells that may help pa-
tients who have suffered a heart attack regenerate the 
dead heart muscle that is often the result of such an 
event. Heart muscle dies even if the patient survives a 
heart attack. This results in a less-efficient heart and 
reduces blood flow through the body.  

The procedure infuses healthy cardiac cells from a do-
nor heart that are meant to boost the damaged heart’s 
natural ability to repair itself. If it works, functional 
heart muscle should grow replacing the dead heart 
muscle, thereby potentially improving the strength and 
efficiency of the beating heart.  

The trial has successfully completed Phase I, and 
Phase II will continue to examine safety along with 
efficacy in approximately 300 patients who will re-
ceive either the investigational procedure or a placebo.  

More information: clinicaltrials.gov, identifier 
NCT01458405. 

We invite health consumers to participate in the ALL-
STAR trial. You may qualify if you: 

 Are not participating in any other clinical study at 
this time.  

 Do not have an ICD or pacemaker.  

 Have had a heart attack in the last year.  

 Have had a stent implanted in a blood vessel of my 
heart.  

If you believe you may qualify for the ALLSTAR trial, 
please call 217-492-9105.  

The Prairie Heart Institute of Illinois (PHII) is a com-
munity-based network of hospitals that offer cardio-
vascular programs staffed by the nationally recognized 
Prairie Cardiovascular Consultants, the largest group 
of cardiologists in the tri-state region. Because of the 
Prairie Education and Research Consortium (PERC), 
network hospitals also have access to drugs and treat-
ment not widely available. PERC was founded in 1983 
to facilitate cardiovascular and vascular clinical re-
search, thereby integrating state of the art medical 
science and bedside patient care.  
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E n o s  P a r k  C A L E N D A R  

visit us on the web at 

www.EPNIA.com 
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