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If you have school age children, it’s prob-
ably been a busy couple of weeks as you 
prepared them to go back to school and 
got your family back into a routine. EP-
NIA has also been getting back into the 
school year routine, and we continue to 
increase our efforts to support McCler-
nand Elementary School.  

On Thursday, August 21 more than 500 
parents and children attended the first 
ever back to school cookout at McCler-
nand. They had a chance to meet their 
child’s teacher, tour the classroom, and 
enjoy a meal and games. Volunteers from 
Rochester Christian Church and EPNIA 
served the food and helped with the activ-
ities so that the teachers would be free to 
interact with the children and their fami-
lies. 

Parents were also given the opportunity 
to sign up to receive school supplies, in 
exchange for pledging to provide service 
to the neighborhood at one of several up-

coming events. Volunteers then made 
home visits a few days after the cookout 
to deliver bags of school supplies, and 40 
parents received supplies for their chil-
dren. Many of them said they were look-
ing forward to getting involved in neigh-
borhood activities, and several parents 
filled out pledge cards to help with events 
even though they didn’t need to receive 
supplies.  

There are several ways that YOU can get 
involved with supporting our partnership 
with McClernand families: 

 The Family and Community Engage-
ment Team (FACE) meets on the 
third Monday of each month at 3 
p.m. EPNIA volunteers help with 
special events during the school year 
and work with Principal Robertson 
and her staff to provide whatever 
support they need. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Mark your calendar for The Springfield Art Association’s 26th 
Annual Edwards Place Fine Art Fair on September 20 and 21! 

View and purchase hand-crafted art from the Midwest and beyond at 
more than 60 artists’ booths. 

Enjoy live music, food vendors, live art demonstrations, and kids 
area after you’ve browsed the amazing artwork. 

Expand your library at the Michael Victor II Art Library’s Used 
Book Sale, which will be occurring indoors at the SAA during the art 
fair. 

Kick off the fall season with this great family event! 

For more information, call (217) 523-2631 or visit: 
www.springfieldart.org 

 RCC is once again spearheading the Reading 
Mentoring program and looking for volunteers 
who will come in once a week on their lunch hour 
to work with a specific child on their reading 
skills. 

 Compass, an after school program for at-risk chil-
dren, is scheduled to launch on September 26th. It 
will be held every Friday from 3-6 p.m. and vol-
unteers are needed in a variety of areas. Check out 
this month’s Did You Know column for more in-
formation. 

Whether you can commit to helping out every week or 
once every few months, there are definitely ways that 
you can be involved. Contact Bill Barton at 630-340-
1903 or Dawn Mobley at 217-801-0751 for more in-
formation.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Report Nuisance Issues  

Call 787-ENOS 

http://www.springfieldart.org�
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Compass at McClernand School 
Compass is a free after-school program for homeless and 
low-income students of Springfield School District 186. 
The program includes both academic and enrichment com-
ponents. Our goal for all of the students in Compass is that 
they will perform at or above grade level academically.  

The Compass after-school program will serve seven ele-
mentary schools this school year: Dubois, Graham, Har-
vard Park, Blackhawk, Hazel Dell, Matheny-Withrow, and 
McClernand, and one middle school, Washington Middle 
School. Each school is paired with community partners 
who together provide the program location, volunteers, 
dinner, and supplies for their school. The volunteer-run 
after-school program includes tutoring, mentoring, Life 
Skills classes, and dinner. We are still finalizing all the 
details, but the plan is to launch a program for 25-30 
McClernand students on September 26. The program 
would be held at Third Presbyterian Church every Friday 
from 3-6 p.m. Family Service Center will hire a site direc-
tor, but many volunteers are needed to put this program 
into place. Here are the types of volunteers we need:  

Volunteer Positions 
Tutor/mentor  

 Help out in one of our classrooms at homework time  
 Pick which age group fits your personality best (K/1, 

2/3, 4/5)  
 Work with one child or a small group of children to 

complete homework, read, or work on basic academic 
concepts  

Group Leader  

 Lead one of our three classrooms (K/1, 2/3, 4/5)  
 Responsible for classroom management, behavior in-

centive program, transition times, keeping class on 
schedule  

Assistant Group Leader  

 Assist Group Leader in one of our three classrooms 
(K/1, 2/3, 4/5)  

 Helps Group Leader with classroom management, be-
havior incentive program, transition times, keeping 
class on schedule  

Life Skills instructor  

 Commit one hour a week for one month  
 Teach ~10 students one of your hobbies or skills  
 Ideas include: art, music, dance, sewing, sports, poet-

ry, yoga, tae kwon do, woodworking, baking, cooking, 
community service projects  

Kitchen helper  

 Set up for snack, clean up after snack  
 Set up for dinner, clean up after dinner  
 Wash dishes at end of evening  
 Help coordinate schedule for snacks, dinner, and des-

sert  

For more information or a copy of the volunteer applica-
tion, contact: 
Michelle Higginbotham at president@epnia.com 
Molly Berendt at mberendt@service2families.com 

The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. 
Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of 
each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 
522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@comcast.net or fax 522-3060.  
The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 

Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

Did You Know 
By Michelle Higginbotham, President EPNIA  

Remember to  

always report suspicious activity! 

 

Police Emergency dial 911 
Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

mailto:president@epnia.com�
mailto:mberendt@service2families.com�
mailto:m.piland@comcast.net�
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On Thursday evening August 28th we experienced rec-
ord rainfall, flooding many city underpasses.  Public 
Works Director Mark Mahoney called the intense 2-
hour rain "a 50 year storm event."  Up to 5 inches was 
reported in some areas, and the last time this much rain 
fell at the Springfield airport on an August 28th was 40 
years ago! 

While I was disappointed to see so many railroad un-
derpasses flooded, I was happy to see Springfield police 
cars positioned at the Capitol Avenue 3rd Street under-
pass to prevent motorists from going into that "small 
lake."  A few years ago, a young woman who was a 
passenger in a car trying to drive through that lake got 
stuck.  When she got out of the car, she was sucked into 
a storm drain, whose grate had come off, and tragically 
drowned.  

According to Mahoney, weather patterns have been 
changing such that we are now getting many more of 
these heavy intense rains in short periods than when our 
storm sewers were built.  The good news is that once 
the rain stopped, the water in the flooded viaducts 
drained quickly.  Mahoney told me that thanks to the 3-
year infrastructure improvement program passed by the 
City Council, Public Works has the funds to ramp up 
efforts to help alleviate this problem, including drain-
age improvements, cleaning storm inlets of debris, and 
doing more street sweeping, which picks up debris, pre-
venting it from getting into storm drains.  Citizens can 
help by cleaning leaves and other debris from storm 
drains near their homes.  Never dump grass cuttings or 
any solids into a storm drain. 

The EPNIA, ICON and associations of other older 
neighborhoods took to the streets a few years ago, de-
manding that our city not be destroyed by running the 2
-track high speed rail down the 3rd Street corridor.  The 
first concrete fruit of that effort to keep our city from 
being split down the middle took place August 21st 
when ground was broken on the construction of the $20 
million Carpenter St. underpass beneath the 10th St. rail 
corridor.  I joined Sen. Dick Durbin, Mayor Mike Hou-
ston, Congressmen Aaron Schock and Rodney Davis, 
Federal Rail Administrator Joe Szabo and many others 
in shoveling some dirt to start the project.  It is funded 

mostly by a $14.4 million federal TIGER grant ob-
tained with the help of Sen. Durbin.  Planned comple-
tion is the fall of 2016. 

The Carpenter underpass will be flood resistant to ease, 
and hopefully eliminate, the type of flooding we experi-
enced August 28th.  Overflow wells 12 feet in diameter 
and 40 feet deep will be constructed.  That way when 
the storm sewers reach their capacity, instead of creat-
ing a lake in the underpass, the water will be stored in 
the overflow wells until the storm sewers have the ca-
pacity to take it.  Only if these large wells fill, will wa-
ter accumulate in the underpass.  The next rail crossing 
slated for an underpass is 10th & Ash. 

The Enos Park Development LLC is to be commended 
for the novel, creative approach it took last month to 
help alleviate our neighborhood of problem properties 
by essentially becoming a citizen enforcer of our city 
building ordinances.  The LLC used a provision in the 
Illinois Municipal Code that authorizes property owners 
within 1,200 feet of a problem property to file a private 
law suit to compel the property owner to comply with 
the ordinances being violated.   

Thanks to TIF funding provided by the City Council, 
the LLC now owns many properties within 1,200 feet 
of problem properties.  The LLC lawsuit targets two 
problem properties.  The law allows the LLC to ask the 
court for certain remedies, and if successful, is entitled 
to recover its attorney's fees from the problem property 
owner.  

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 
samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or  
915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

http://us.mc431.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=samcahnman@yahoo.com�
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On September 28, kids and adults across Illinois will gath-
er in Springfield to put on their running shoes and dancing 
gear for a Dance Dash that will raise funds for kids at St. 
John’s Children’s Hospital, the local Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospital. 

This high-energy event, created exclusively for Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals, is a 5k that challenges partici-
pants to not only walk or run a 5k course, but also learn a 
few dance moves along the way. 

Each kilometer, participants will pause to learn a dance — 
whether a swing dance, country line dance, hip-hop rou-
tine or some other style. Dance steps will be taught by kids 
and adults from the local community and, at the end, par-
ticipants will put them all together for a large flash- mob 
dance party. 

Said John Lauck, president and CEO of Children’s Mira-
cle Network Hospitals, “Dance Dash is not only incredibly 

entertaining for 
the whole family, 
but it also gives 
the community a 
great opportunity 
to support the 
charitable needs of 
their local Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network Hospital.” 

The Dance Dash 5k will begin at 2 p.m. on September 28 
at Southwind Park in Springfield. Patient families impact-
ed by St. John’s Children’s Hospital will be leading the 
way. Participants are encouraged to raise at least $35 for 
St. John’s Children’s Hospital, and in return will receive 
fun, event-themed accessories. 

Registration is now open at www.dancedash.org, and 
sponsorship opportunities are also available. 

Dance Dash to Raise Funds for St. John’s Children’s Hospital 

Northside Children’s 
Community Library 

My name is Faith Dennison, I have worked as 
Librarian Assistant at NCCL for over a year and 
am pleased to have accepted the Interim Librari-
an Coordinator position. I am excited to work 
with all of you and to build relationships.  

Some of you have volunteered, helped to raise 
money for the library, and/or have aided the li-
brary in other ways. For that I must say thank 
you.  

The library is a home away from home for a lot 
of these kids. They feel comfortable, safe, and 
they know that we will help them in any way 
that we can. Working at the library has been and 
continues to be a privilege, it has been incredi-
ble watching the children grow and build rela-
tionships with me while I have been here.  

I am pleased to be at NCCL and hope to hear 
from all of you soon. I can be reached at 
nccl1@att.net.  

The top two readers from the 
summer reading program each 
received bikes. Deandre is in 
4th grade and Kaileia is in 5th 
grade. Brothers Deandre and 
Dequan chose these sunglasses 
as one of their prizes for read-
ing. Librarian Faith Dennison is 
pictured with the children. 

Visit us online    www.EPNIA.com 

http://www.dancedash.org�
mailto:nccl1@att.net�
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Physician to Lead Quality 
at HSHS Medical Group 
Andrew Bland, MD, MBA 
joined HSHS Medical Group in 
the role of Chief Quality Officer 
in August.  

“Dr. Bland has the perfect blend 
of clinical and administrative 
experience necessary to lead our 
Quality initiatives,” said 
Melinda Clark, chief executive 
officer. “He is a high achiever 
who will bring another strong 
physician voice to our leadership team as we continue 
to improve the quality of care for our patients.” 

 
 

“I was drawn to HSHS Medical Group because of its 
mission-driven, patient-centered approach to health 
care,” Dr. Bland said. “The role of Chief Quality Of-
ficer will allow me to work directly with our physi-
cians to provide outstanding care to our patients.”  

HSHS Medical Group  
HSHS Medical Group is the physician organization of 
Hospital Sisters Health System (HSHS). Launched in 
2008, HSHS Medical Group is a critical component of 
the HSHS Care Integration strategy, which focuses on 
bringing physicians, technology and patients together 
to improve the overall health of our communities. To-
day, HSHS Medical Group is comprised of more than 
320 medical professionals in 88 locations, reaching 
from Southern Illinois to Western Wisconsin. HSHS 
Medical Group is powered by the Franciscan history 
of the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis, and our faith-
based identity led us to the two tenets of the HSHS 
Medical Group philosophy — patient-inspired and 
physician led. For more information, visit us online at 
www.hshsmedicalgroup.org. 

Greenville Regional Hospital has partnered with St. 
John’s Hospital to provide stroke patients the oppor-
tunity to receive advanced treatment at their home hos-
pital and near their families through STAT Stroke Tel-
eMedicine. 
For stroke patients, saving time is the best medicine. 
St. John’s stroke network hospitals are specially 
trained to recognize strokes faster so life-saving treat-
ment is administered sooner.  Using telemedicine tech-
nology, emergency physicians quickly connect pa-
tients to St. John’s in Springfield, where our stroke 
neurologist checks vital signs and speaks directly to 
the patient and providers. With stroke telemedicine, 
more patients receive very advanced treatment right at 
their home hospitals. And that often results in better 
outcomes. 

St. John’s is the only hospital in the region using a rap-
id response stroke protocol created in collaboration 
with St. John’s renowned Prairie Heart Institute—the 
fastest at treating heart attacks. 

“In healthcare, a quick diagnosis can often be the key 
to a full and speedy recovery,” says Brian Nall, Green-
ville Regional Hospital’s president and CEO. “This 

partnership with the stroke experts at St. John’s ena-
bles us to begin stroke treatment sooner, right here in 
Greenville.” 

St. John’s Hospital Partners with Greenville Hospital on Stroke Telemedicine 

http://www.hshsmedicalgroup.org�
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One of my ambitions is to never have a disease or a piece 
of legislation named after me. No Lucas Syndrome, no 
Lola’s Law. Similarly, cities and towns are reluctant to 
have their names tied to certain events—Columbine, for 
instance. Sandy Hook.  Or, as of 49 years ago this August, 
Watts. 

And now Ferguson. 

Generally I avoid writing columns about topical issues but 
I suspect that even by this Banner’s publication in Septem-
ber people will still be talking about Ferguson, MO. As it 
is, our alarm clock is set to NPR news and for over a week 
each morning we’ve been waking to the same drumbeat.  I 
get up and read in the paper about violence overnight and 
check the latest figures for arrests and casualties on the 
Internet. No joke: I have to look at captions of photos in 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch (stltoday.com) to figure out if 
they’re from Iraq or Ferguson. Both show night scenes 
with armored vehicles, gas masks, grenade launchers and 
snipers so it’s hard to tell the difference. “Baghdad on the 
Mississippi” sums it up neatly. 

I have a personal interest. From 11 until 18 I was raised in 
Cool Valley, the village just to the south of Ferguson in St. 
Louis County’s quilt of municipalities. My parents contin-
ued to live in their five room brick bungalow until 2006. 
Even with a stiff headwind a bird could fly from their 
house to the now-famous QuikTrip in five minutes. Twist-
ing around on the roads to avoid railroad tracks and the 
Emerson Electric world headquarters would make it a ten 
minute trip by car. 

When I first heard of unarmed teen Michael Brown’s 
shooting August 9th and the upheaval that followed I erro-
neously thought the businesses being torched were on 
South Florissant but no, they were on West Florissant. 
Historic old town Ferguson has been untouched so far. 
South Florissant is the road that ran between the bus stop 
and McCluer, my high school in yes, the Ferguson-
Florissant school district that sits closed until things calm 
down. Beyond nostalgia it’s also the location of Ferguson 
Brewing Company, a restaurant and brewpub that we’ve 
enjoyed recently with friends. 

It isn’t pleasant to hear one’s home town on the lips of 
BBC reporters, along with the comment, “If the Ferguson 
police do these things with the world watching, what must 
it be like when no one is looking?” Journalists were threat-
ened and arrested, residents gassed and shot with rubber 
bullets. Things have escalated from local police to county 
police to state highway patrol to calling in the National 
Guard. What next? The Army?  U.N. Peacekeepers?  

I finally found what I was looking for online, an article 
about the results of emptying out Kinloch, MO, the major-
ity black town just west of Ferguson. Using eminent do-
main, the airport bought up most of the area for a runway 
expansion that they then decided not to build. There are 
blocks and blocks of eerie emptiness, steps leading up to 
plats of green grass where houses once stood. Years ago I 
drove around the deserted streets, amazed and aghast that a 
community had simply disappeared, dropping from 4,000 
to about 300. Many of the former Kinloch residents moved 
to the low-income Canfield Green Apartments where Mi-
chael Brown lived. Somebody somewhere thought it was a 
good idea for urban planning but the Law of Unintended 
Consequences caught up with them in a big way.  

There are good things coming from the situation such as 
peaceful protests and a valuable new awareness of racial 
issues. Children have been invited to go to the Ferguson 
Library until school resumes. My sister Lorna reported 
that she and her husband Craig went to collection point to 
donate several bags of food; they were amazed to see oth-
ers bringing shopping carts full from the nearby grocery. 
Later they drove along West Florissant and saw protestors 
lining the road on both sides.  (The burned out QuikTrip 
was built after I left the area decades ago but I’d been to 
the McDonald’s where journalists were arrested.) It was 
news to Lorna—and me—that the old Northland Shopping 
Center had been razed and a Target put in along with sev-
eral banks. 

Locally EPNIA works hard to build strong bonds between 
our residents and police, even providing a home in the 
neighborhood for an officer. We hire off-duty cops and we 
do community patrols.  Given their participation in various 
events it seems very unlikely that our police will ever be a 
foreign-seeming occupying force with rubber bullets 
turned on us, their neighbors.  

And unless it’s for something positive, I’ll be happy if no 
president ever holds a press conference that breaks into 
regularly scheduled programming to talk about events in 
Enos Park. 

“…where violence enters, justice must surely flee.” 

—Diana Gabaldon, Drums of Autumn 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 

Amazon review: “At Home in the Park isn't 
intended as a ‘how to restore your historic 
neighborhood’ book, but it sure has the 
touches, the flavors and the types of peo-
ple you'll need to make it work.” Lola is at 
work on a second collection of columns 
published in the Enos Park Banner from 
2006-2014, Restoring Enos Park: An In-
Progress Success Story.  
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Carl Volkmann Little Free Library 
to be dedicated 

The Carl Volkmann Little Free Library will be dedicat-
ed on Sunday, Sept. 14 from 1-4 p.m. at 816 North 
Fifth Street, the home of Jacqueline D. Jackson, men-
tor, creative writer and professor emerita at the Univer-
sity of Illinois Springfield. The Little Free Library is 
part of a worldwide movement to bring the joy of read-
ing and a sense of community to as many people and 
places as possible. The memorial dedication will fea-
ture guest speaker Springfield School District #186 
Superintendent Jennifer Gill, as well as local authors 
and their books. Some of their books will be donated to 
the Little Free Library and others, including Jackson’s 
newly published Round Barn, Vol. 3, will be available 
for purchase. 

As director of the Lincoln Library, Springfield’s public 
library, Volkmann was passionate about public librar-
ies and how they could serve the community; he was 
known for his outstanding leadership, service, and in-
terpersonal abilities. Carl was named a 2004 recipient 
of the Illinois Humanities Council's Studs Terkel Hu-
manities Service Award for his forty years of service 
as an educator, librarian, and community volunteer in 
Springfield. The Graduate School of Library and Infor-
mation Science at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign created the Carl Volkmann Scholarship 
Fund in 2010 to support students pursuing a profes-
sional career in public librarianship. He received a 
Wartburg College Alumni Citation in 2012 for his suc-

cessful career in librarianship and his many years of 
serving as a community and professional volunteer.  

In recent years, Carl wrote several books including 
Journeys Near The End: A Cancer Fighter's Journal; 
Springfield's Sculptures, Monuments, and Plaques that 
he co-authored with his wife, Roberta; and Lincoln in 
Sculpture, a compilation of Lincoln sculpture stories 
that first appeared in Illinois Heritage, the magazine of 
the Illinois State Historical Society. 

Refreshments will be served. Parking is available on 
the street and in the parking lot north of the event site. 
In case of rain, the dedication will be held in the 
McClernand Elementary School gym. 

2014 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Higginbotham, President ....................... 553-4629 
Dawn Mobley, Vice President .............................. 801-0751 
Linda Maier, Treasurer ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 
Amber Rigor, Secretary ........................................ 370-7653 
Owen Anderson, Director ..................................... 528-9107 
Chris Becker, Director .......................................... 658-2612 
Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 
Jack Kriel, Director ................... (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 
Cynthia Mehl, Director ......................................... 753-2680 
Ryan Mobley, Director ......................................... 416-6262 
Calvin Pitts, Director ............................................ 638-7720 
Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 
Steve Combs, Past President ................................. 494-6668 
Betsy Dollar, Associate Member .......................... 523-2631 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director ...................... 522-9381 
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