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As I write this, it’s only a few days be-
fore the annual historic home tour. The 
weather forecast is good and we’ve 
mailed flyers to 500+ local Realtors en-
couraging them to bring their buyers to 
see what Enos Park has to offer. The 18 
houses on the tour are divided into three 
categories: renovated homes that are al-
ready owned occupied, renovated homes 
that are on the market, and distressed 
properties that are for sale through Enos 
Park Development. We hope to find buy-
ers this weekend for some of the 12 hous-
es that are available, whether they’re 
looking for something move-in ready or a 
sweat equity project. 

Two of the houses featured on this year’s 
tour are owned by people who came to us 
through previous home tours. Marcus 
Stewart saw 1037 N. 8th on the 2012 

home tour and decided he wanted to take 
on that project. He is not only one of our 
new homeowners but also finishing his 
first year on the board of directors. 
Thomas Moore and Leah Caprinica came 
on last year’s home tour, and while we 
didn’t have a property that was right for 
them, it sparked their interest and led to 
further discussions with the neighbor-
hood association. A few months later, we 
purchased the house at 904 N. 4th and 
passed it on to them; they’ve done a re-
markable job of transforming what was a 
very bland house into a remarkable interi-
or that combines historical elements with 
modern conveniences. 

While the annual home tour provides an 
opportunity to showcase our notable 
properties, it’s also an opportunity to 
highlight the residents of Enos Park. 
Nothing we do would be possible without 
our committed volunteers and our home-
owners who have a vision for transform-
ing the neighborhood. There are many 
different ways to be a part of what is hap-
pening in the neighborhood. 

About two dozen volunteers came togeth-
er for our fall clean up day last Saturday 
to get the neighborhood looking good for 
the home tour. There are two additional 
work days scheduled for October, one led 
by Kumler Methodist Church as well as 
the Day of Action led by United Way. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Report Nuisance Issues  

Call 787-ENOS 

Thank you to all the Enos Park residents who participated in the 26th Annual 
Edwards Place Fine Art Fair. The neighborhood drink booth seemed to have 
plenty of volunteers and to be doing a brisk business throughout the fair; 
many came by to check out all art, listen to some music, and play some games 
in the children’s area. We hope that you enjoyed this neighborhood event.  

October brings our annual outdoor ceramics event: ROASTED, Hot Pots and 
Pork on the 18th. For just $20 you will receive a ceramic pot ready to glaze 
and then you can watch it being fired in one of our Raku kilns. (Raku is a Jap-
anese firing process.) The Raku process involves lots of fire and smoke and is 

fun to watch. Other 
events include live mu-
sic by Monica and Josey 
and a pig roast. With 
your paid ticket you will 
also receive your pot, and a barbequed pork dinner by Hick-
ory River Barbeque with a s’mores roast after dark. For 
more information and tickets go to www.springfieldart.org.  

We will be continuing to work on the first floor of the 
salvage shop at 8th & North Grand and also plan to put 
some finishing touches on the exterior of the police 
officer house at 843 N. 8th before winter.  

It’s hard to believe it’s already fall, and it’s amazing 
just thinking about everything that has happened in the 
neighborhood since the first of the year. Even though 
the weather will soon prohibit outdoor projects, we’ll 
continue to recruit new homeowners and plan for 
spring. We’re always looking for ways to engage 
more families in the neighborhood and welcome our 
new residents. Please spread the word, talk to your 
neighbors about everything that is happening and how 
they can be a part of making Enos Park the “Jewel of 
Springfield” once again.   

(Continued from page 1) 

904 N. 4th 

http://www.springfieldart.org�
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visit us on the web at 

www.EPNIA.com 

 

Back in July, the Park District’s board of directors voted to 
close Enos and Gehrmann Parks at dusk, rather than 10:30 
p.m. after receiving a request from EPNIA. Earlier this 
summer we were experiencing issues with large groups of 
individuals congregating in the park after dark and groups 
of juveniles who were often fighting. The initial agreement 
was to do this on a trial basis through the end of the year 
and then re-evaluate the situation. Both the Park District 
police and SPD have increased their presence in the park 
area, and things seem to be much calmer now.  

Here are just a few of the efforts underway: 

Park Police 

 Conducted two details with plain-clothed officers 
 Increased patrols at both Enos and Gehrmann Park 
 Proactively issuing ordinance violation tickets 

Springfield Police 

 NPO John Dorsey working with Capt. Davis from 
Park District 

 Increased patrols, particularly after dark 
 Off duty officers are checking the park each time they 

go out on patrol on behalf of EPNIA. 

The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. 
Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of 
each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 
522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@comcast.net or fax 522-3060.  
The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 

Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

Did You Know 
By Michelle Higginbotham, President EPNIA  

Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 
Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

Ronald McDonald House Renovation 
Ronald McDonald House Charities 
of Central Illinois (RMHCCI) has 
accepted a generous in-kind donation 
from a local business as the House 
prepares to re-open to families with 
children receiving medical care in the 
Springfield health care community.  

Gopal and Tulasi Reddy, owners of Action Development Cor-
poration dba Aaron’s, has donated $8,800 worth of appliances 
to the newly renovated Ronald McDonald House.  The items 
include two washers, two dryers, two televisions and three 
refrigerators. 

“We cannot thank Aaron’s enough for this extremely gener-
ous donation,” Kelly Thompson, Executive Director of 
RMHCCI said.  “These are major items of use for our House 
and families, and we are so grateful that they have been pro-
vided to us by Aaron’s as an in-kind donation.  These items 
are another crucial part of making the House a home away 
from home and Aaron’s donation will have a direct impact on 
making that a possibility for our families.” 

RMHCCI launched the “Labor of Love” renovation and ex-
pansion campaign based on a growing need for more room in 
the Ronald McDonald House.  Due to space constraints, the 
House has had to find alternative accommodations for fami-
lies outside of the Ronald McDonald House an average of 
two out of every three nights over the last three years.  With 
the renovation, the Ronald McDonald House in Springfield 
will be able to provide a home away from home for up to 14 
families at one time.  This is also the first complete remodel 
of the nearly 30-year-old House.   

The House is expected to re-open to families on Friday, Octo-
ber 17.  

mailto:m.piland@comcast.net�
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A recent letter to the editor caught my eye. The writer 
lived in a residentially-zoned neighborhood of Lincoln. 
When he returned from vacation, he found the house 
next door had been sold and turned into a group home. 

With the average American moving every five years, if 
you had a hermit-like next door neighbor, it might not 
be that surprising to return from vacation and find a 
new family had moved next door. But it would surprise, 
or maybe even shock, anyone if a group home opened 
next door while you were away on vacation. 

People don't expect the fundamental character of their 
residential neighborhood to change without at least 
some notice and the opportunity for a hearing. Yet in 
Springfield, an enterprising landlord can turn a single 
family home into a group home without any zoning 
relief, as long as they limit the residents to five. 

Over the past ten years, more and more of these group 
homes have sprung up in our city's older neighbor-
hoods, including Enos Park. The reason is simple eco-
nomics. A property owner who collects a certain 
amount per day for each of five residents from the gov-
ernment, from insurance or through disability payments 
stands to make far more than if the house were rented to 
a single family or individual. Plus, the landlord doesn't 
have to worry about collecting rent. 

For example, the owner of the House of Rainbow gets 
$30 a day per person from the Department of Correc-
tions for each parolee housed. A full house of five 
would yield $4,500 to $4,650 a month! The city zoning 
court ruled the House of Rainbow violates our city zon-
ing code because of the particular type of group home it 
is, but the property owner is appealing on the ground 
that each house contains only five or fewer parolees, 
and in the meantime continues to operate. 

Some group homes blend in well with the community 
and have been good neighbors. The Oxford Houses for 
recovering alcoholics, with their strict rules absolutely 
forbidding alcohol, have generally been good neigh-
bors. However, other group homes have created unend-
ing problems for neighbors. This is often the fault of the 
group home proprietor. Yet there is nothing stopping 
such proprietors from opening even more group homes. 

To prevent more such problems, I am working on an 
ordinance that would require any group home of five or 
fewer to obtain a conditional permitted use or a vari-
ance to operate in a residential neighborhood. Our zon-
ing code already requires group homes of six or more 
unrelated people to obtain zoning relief. If zoning relief 
were also required for a group home of five or less, the 
neighbors would have the opportunity to weigh in at the 
Planning and Zoning Commission hearing, with their 
alderman and before the City Council. 

If the prospective group home operator demonstrated to 
nearby residents that they would be a good neighbor 
and blend in with the community, they would likely get 
a thumb’s up. But if they had a poor record operating 
other group homes, they would likely get a thumb’s 
down. 

A group home is typically a place whose occupants 
have a high degree of transiency, are not permanent 
residents, and where the makeup of the household occu-
pying the unit is determined by the landowner or prop-
erty manager, rather than by the residents of the unit. 

A very important election is coming up November 4th. 
We will be electing a State Representative and Senator 
from legislative districts that link our older neighbor-
hoods with those of Decatur.  Please research the candi-
dates and vote for those who will help our older neigh-
borhoods the most. 

Voting is now easier than ever.  The last day to register 
or change your address is October 7th, and for the first 
time, you can do it online at https://ova.elections.il.gov.  
If you miss the Oct. 7th deadline, you can still register 
and vote at the same time at the Election Office at the 
county building up to and on Election Day, Nov. 4th!  
Right now you can vote in person at the county build-
ing, or you can apply for a mail ballot online at Elec-
tions | Sangamon County Clerk | Joe Aiello | Sangamon 
County, Illinois   You can also download a paper vote-
by-mail application or call the office at 217-753-6740 
and have them mail you one, and then fill it out and 
mail it back.  Happy voting! 

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 
samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or  
915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

Want to Support Enos Park? 
Call 522-9381 for more information 

https://ova.elections.il.gov./�
http://www.sangamoncountyclerk.com/Elections�
http://www.sangamoncountyclerk.com/Elections�
http://www.sangamoncountyclerk.com/Elections�
http://www.sangamoncountyclerk.com/Elections�
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At Qik-n-EZ we're more than just a  
convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 
everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  
we are where you need us.  

Trunk or TREAT 
Trunk-or-Treat is a safe, fun, family –
friendly Halloween event sponsored by 
Grace City Fellowship. Featuring decorat-
ed trick-or-treat stations, music, activities, 
food and a bonfire, Trunk-or-Treat is the 
THE place to be in Enos Park on Hallow-
een night! Our goal is that the children 
and families in our neighborhood have fun, feel loved, get con-
nected and have a safe Halloween experience. 

Grace City Fellowship is excited to partner once again with the 
Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association, Third 
Presbyterian Church, Kumler United Methodist Church and 
West Side Christian Church to make this event a success! 

In addition to candy for the kids, there will also be chili dogs 
and apple cider! 

Trunk-or-Treat will be located on the corner lot at 6th Street and 
Enterprise on Friday, October 31 from 5:30-8:00pm. 

 
 
Would you like to get involved? 

Here are some great ways that you can make Trunk-or-Treat a 
success: 

 Reserve a spot for your Trunk-or-Treat station: dress up in 
a fun costume (please no scary costumes) and decorate 
your vehicle (Google “trunk or treat” for some great ide-
as!) 

 Volunteer to help us set up and clean up the event. 

 Donate good, quality candy to be handed out. 

 Make a financial donation for supplies and treats.  

 Help spread the word about Trunk-or-Treat throughout the 
neighborhood! 

Contact us! 

To make a donation, find out other needs or to reserve a trunk 
or treat station, please contact Ryan or Dawn Mobley at 217-
572-1500 or at gracecityfellowship@gmail.com. 

Visit us online    www.EPNIA.com 

2014 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Higginbotham, President ....................... 553-4629 
Dawn Mobley, Vice President .............................. 801-0751 
Linda Maier, Treasurer ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 
Amber Rigor, Secretary ........................................ 370-7653 
Owen Anderson, Director ..................................... 528-9107 
Chris Becker, Director .......................................... 658-2612 
Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 
Jack Kriel, Director ................... (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 
Cynthia Mehl, Director ......................................... 753-2680 
Ryan Mobley, Director ......................................... 416-6262 
Calvin Pitts, Director ............................................ 638-7720 
Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 
Steve Combs, Past President ................................. 494-6668 
Betsy Dollar, Associate Member .......................... 523-2631 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director ...................... 522-9381 

mailto:gracecityfellowship@gmail.com�
http://www.EPNIA.com�
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Community Health Needs Assessment  
Memorial Medical Center (MMC), St. John’s Hospital 
(SJS) and the Sangamon County Public Health Depart-
ment (SCPHD) are working together to conduct a com-
prehensive Community Health Needs Assessment 
(CHNA) in Sangamon County.  

The CHNA process will involve collecting data on 
health conditions and soliciting input from members of 
the community to identify and analyze community health 
needs as well as community assets and resources. This 
assessment process will result in a CHNA Report which 
both hospitals will use to plan, implement, and evaluate 
Community Benefit activities. Once the CHNA Report is 
completed, a set of implementation strategies will be 
developed. Southern Illinois University School of Medi-
cine and the University of Illinois-Springfield are 
providing technical support during the CHNA process. 

Representatives from a cross section of the community 
are invited to provide input during the process. Five 
community forums will be held, including one at 
Lanphier High School (see below for the schedule). Dur-
ing the 90 minute sessions, participants will be invited to 
provide input on the health needs and priorities for the 
county, and have an opportunity to fill out a survey that 
can be completed on paper or online: 
www.go.uis.edu\sangamonhealth. The survey will be 
available for completion until October 17.  

It is anticipated the process will conclude in the spring of 
2015. Upon completion of the CHNA, the hospitals will 
develop a set of implementation strategies and adopt an 
Implementation Plan to address priority community 
health needs.  The hospital’s respective Implementation 
Plans will consist of a set of strategies that can be 
adapted to the lessons learned while implementing Com-
munity Benefit programs and services relevant to the 
priority needs. Both hospitals will make the CHNA re-
port and their Implementation Plans public and available 
for download from their websites. In addition, both hos-
pitals complete an IRS Schedule H (Form 990) annually 
to provide information on the Community Benefit activi-
ties they provided.  

As required by the Affordable Care Act, hospitals must 
conduct a CHNA every three years. In addition, SCPHD 
participates in the Illinois Project for Local Assessment 
of Needs (IPLAN). Both MMC and SJS conducted a 
CHNA Report and Implementation Plan in FY2012 and 
shared data with each other. Both hospitals also support-
ed development of the county’s 2012-2017 IPLAN.  

“By collaborating with the two hospitals on their CHNA 
we can better address the health needs of the county in a 
more coordinated manner. Through the IPLAN process, 
our department develops a strategy on how to best allo-
cate resources to improve public health. The CHNA pro-
cess will likewise help the two hospitals and our depart-
ment work more effectively together in the meeting the 
health care needs of the residents we serve,” said Jim 
Stone, MA, CPHA, Director, Sangamon County Public 
Health Department.  

Schedule for CHNA Community Forums 
Thursday, October 9, 6:00 to 7:30 
Lanphier High School, Springfield, IL 

http://www.go.uis.edu/sangamonhealth�
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{Adapted from a column in 2012; Lola is on vacation this 
month.} 

The intern at our office was amazed and aghast. “Look 
here,” he exclaimed “this security training school is offer-
ing courses on how to combat zombies.” It was news to 
him that the Center for Disease Control, Homeland Securi-
ty, FEMA and other government agencies are now doing 
training on what to do in case of zombie attacks. Did you 
know that October is the government’s official Zombie 
Awareness Month? The CDC’s campaign uses the walking 
dead to promote gearing up for real disasters, see http://
www.cdc.gov/phpr/zombies.htm  

To each era its own monsters: the radioactively enlarged 
creatures of the Cold War era turned the looming mush-
room clouds into Godzilla or ferocious giant ants. The 
80’s and Anne Rice brought about a vampire –forgive the 
word, revival -- just in time for fears of AIDS in the blood. 
Alas, that has run its course since the elegant Count Drac-
ula of the 1930’s has now been worn down to a sparkly 
vampire in Twilight who can tolerate sunlight but is so 
addled that he willingly went back to high school at age 
104.  

So why are we as a culture suddenly so hot for cold ani-
mated corpses? There are scholarly studies on the topic 
since some colleges offer credit courses on zombies in 
film. After all, the brain eating zombies as we know them 
are largely a product of the George Romero films such as 
Night of the Living Dead. Who can resist the amusement 
of imagining the creatures being left disappointed and hun-
gry when they shuffle into, say, a rival political party’s 
convention? 

I asked my husband Kevin why he thought zombies had 
become so popular. “Well, you can kill them, blow them 
away guilt free—they’re already dead.” Good point. 
There’s not a lot of moral ambiguity about destroying a 
horde of undead attackers. Still, that doesn’t account for 
the glee people feel dressing up in costumes. My theory is 
that it’s the ultimate form of relaxation from modern soci-
ety, the mirror opposite of what’s asked of us. We have to 
be smart, quick, nimble to compete, good looking to suc-
ceed, we’re told. Zombies get to be stupid, slow, awkward 
and ugly…really ugly. Teeth that aren’t quite white 
enough don’t matter if the face concealing them has rotted 
away, eh what? No worries about teamwork if one is in a 
mindless eating machine mode. No need to be attractive 
because mating and reproduction are moot points to those 
who are deceased. Be clever and articulate? No, just moan, 
grunt and vocalize to your unbeating heart’s content! 

Of course, the reason zombie attacks are used as simula-
tion is that it’s a tongue in cheek—or what’s left of the 
cheek—approximation of a populace mindless with panic 
and possibly diseased by some pandemic. There’s nothing 
remotely funny about Ebola or other real flesh-eating dis-
eases or how quickly civilization might break down. Get 
ready for a zombie apocalypse and you’ve also prepared 
for earthquakes and other disasters. (As I’m fond of say-
ing, it only takes one large meteor strike to ruin your day.) 

Zombies also symbolize other forms of decay with civic 
and social bonds unraveling. The dumbing down of the 
culture is proverbial, just watch some of the so-called real-
ity television shows and you can practically feel your brain 
turn to sludge and pour out of your ears. The news sensa-
tionalizes a drug-crazed man as a zombie cannibal. At the 
neighborhood level there can be empty blank-eyed houses 
staggering in rows of depopulated streets such as in some 
areas of Detroit that look bombed out. Also, it crossed my 
mind this morning that Baby Boomers may be fueling 
some of the interest in zombies as we find our own bodies 
appearing stranger in the looking glass, ageing right before 
our eyes. Talk about horror! 

I’m not into zombies but they do serve a useful purpose as 
they embody some of our anxieties and in the right hands 
of hideously shredded flesh they can even do some good. 
If there’s a disaster I’d like to think that Enos Park resi-
dents wouldn’t board their windows and blast shotguns at 
their neighbors. However, it’s useful to think ahead about 
what steps you would take to protect yourself and your 
family if things suddenly turned very bad. Life offers some 
genuinely scary moments and you want to be prepared, 
yes? So in the midst of the Halloween season’s skeleton-
rattling take time to make some plans and to be mindful of 
how very glad you are that the only zombies coming to 
your door will be trick or treaters—you hope. 

 

I also have always liked the monster within idea. 
I like the zombies being us. Zombies are the blue
-collar monsters.  

— George Romero 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 

Amazon review: “At Home in the Park isn't 
intended as a ‘how to restore your historic 
neighborhood’ book, but it sure has the 
touches, the flavors and the types of peo-
ple you'll need to make it work.”  

Lola is at work on a second collection of 
columns published in the Enos Park Ban-
ner from 2006-2014, Restoring Enos Park: 
An In-Progress Success Story.  

http://www.cdc.gov/phpr/zombies.htm�
http://www.cdc.gov/phpr/zombies.htm�
http://www.cdc.gov/phpr/zombies.htm�
http://www.cdc.gov/phpr/zombies.htm�
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