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There are lots of exciting things happen-
ing in Enos Park, and several of them are 
designed to reach out to the children in 
the neighborhood. Here are updates on 
just a few of the programs currently un-
derway: 

Compass Program 

The Compass program for McClernand 
has officially launched, and there are cur-
rently 10 students enrolled. Another 19 
are on a waiting list until more volunteers 
are lined up, the program strives to have a 
low ratio of adults to children since men-
toring is a very important component. 
Based on feedback received from poten-
tial volunteers, Compass is going to 
begin meeting on Wednesdays rather than 
Fridays, starting in November. The group 
meets at Third Presbyterian Church from 
3:30-6 p.m. each week that school is in 
session. Interested in volunteering? Here 
are some ways you can help: 

 Serve as a mentor for a child and as-
sist with homework or educational 
activities during the academic time. 

 Share a hobby, talent, or special in-
terest you have during the life skills 
time. 

 Help serve and clean up snack and/or 
dinner 

Community Missions Network has gener-
ously offered to underwrite the cost of the 
program for the school year, so at this 

point volunteers are what we still need. A 
big thank you to students from SIU 
School of Medicine, who have agreed to 
serve dinner to the students once a month 
and to Café Moxo for their food dona-
tions. For more information, contact Mol-
ly Berendt from Family Service Center at 
528-8406 or mberendt@service2families. 
com. 

Gotta Dance 

Students from the Gotta Dance classes 
have been hard at work practicing their 
dance routines since starting the program 
in February. Kohl’s Cares and St. John’s 
Children’s Hospital sponsor the free 
dance classes throughout the community. 
A group currently meets at McClernand 
on Tuesdays, and a second group prac-
tices at Third Presbyterian on Wednes-
days. On Saturday, November 15, all of 
the groups will showcase what they’ve 
learned in a performance at the Hoogland 
Center for their families and friends. 
There is no charge to attend the show, 
which will be held from 6-7:30 p.m. 

Volunteers are needed to help transport 
the students on the day of the perfor-
mance. They will need to be dropped off 
at the Hoogland that afternoon and 
picked up that evening after the show 
concludes. If you are available to help 
with transportation, please contact 
Michelle Higginbotham at 553-4629. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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NCCL 

The Northside Children’s Community Library is current-
ly open after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3-6 
p.m. and on Saturdays from 1-4 p.m. In addition to being 
able to check out books and play educational games on 
the computers, there are always fun things happening at 
the library. This month the kids made a scarecrow craft.  

Faith Dennison is currently the acting library director. 
For more information or to volunteer contact her at 528-
9277 or nccl1@att.net. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Ronald McDonald House Chari-
ties of Central Illinois (RMHCCI) 
held an open house on October 16 
to celebrate the grand re-opening 
of their newly renovated home. 
RMHCCI launched the “Labor of 
Love” renovation and expansion 
campaign based on a growing 
need for more room in the Ronald 

McDonald House. The renovation included much needed 
updates to the kitchen and living areas as well as the addition 
of two bedrooms. The additional rooms will allow the House 
to provide a home away from home for up to 14 families at 
one time. 

RMHCCI began the renovation and expansion project over 
two years ago with a 17-member Renovation Committee 
comprised of staff, volunteers, Board of Directors, and local 
community leaders and led by Board President Karen Jeffers. 
The Committee worked with FWAI architects as the design 
and architectural firm for the project.  

“We are overjoyed to finally open the newly renovated 
Ronald McDonald House and share it with the community,” 
Kelly Thompson, Executive Director of RMHCCI, said. “We 
couldn’t have completed this amazing renovation without the 
immense outpouring of support from the central Illinois com-
munity. Many businesses, groups and individuals are respon-
sible for making this project possible, and we cannot say 
thank you enough to them. We are truly grateful!” 

Ronald McDonald House Grand Re-Opening 

Neighborhood Potluck Dinners  
The Mission & Evangelism Committee (New Life Commit-
tee) of Third Presbyterian Church is going to start a potluck 
Thursday evening meal the first Thursday in November for 
our neighbors here in Enos Park.  The entree and drink will be 
provided by the committee, and we are asking everyone to 
bring something to share (side dish or dessert) for the meal. 
This is a change to our Meet & Eat for the first Thursday each 
month. When we started this, the intent was to become in-
volved in the neighborhood where our church is and get to 
know our neighbors and for them to get to know us. This is 
working to some extent, but we are looking for ways to make 
it more successful. 

We have had some of you bring something to share at times 
and have appreciated it. The meal will still be at 6 p.m., and 
we won't turn anyone away just because they can't bring 
something. We hope to see many new faces at this meal. The 
entree for November 6th will be Sloppy Joe's.   

Jim Clanton 
Chair, Mission & Evangelism Committee 
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visit us on the web at 

www.EPNIA.com 

 

We are fortunate to have many churches and organizations 
that seek to partner with us on an ongoing basis, and we 
also receive requests from groups that are looking for one 
day service projects. EPNIA recently benefitted from two 
different groups who held work days in October. 

United Way held their annual Day of Action the first 
weekend of October with more than 500 volunteers work-
ing at a variety of sites around town. We had two different 
groups, one helping us clean out a house we had recently 
acquired and one working at our salvage shop. 

Two weeks later, Kumler United Methodist Church had 
60+ youth working at multiple sites, and they offered to 
have a group working in the neighborhood. Calvin Pitts 
led a crew at the police officer house to get the cedar sid-
ing sealed before winter and to landscape the front yard.   

We appreciate the time and effort of the volunteers, and if 
you know of a group who might be interested in a work 
project, we always have something going on! There is 
plenty to do, for all ages and skill levels. Contact Michelle 
Higginbotham at 553-4629 or Dawn Mobley at 572-1500 
for more information about available projects. 

Did You Know 
By Michelle Higginbotham, President EPNIA  

Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 
Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 2014 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Higginbotham, President ........................ 553-4629 
Dawn Mobley, Vice President ............................... 801-0751 
Linda Maier, Treasurer ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 
Amber Rigor, Secretary ......................................... 370-7653 
Owen Anderson, Director ..................................... 528-9107 
Chris Becker, Director ........................................... 658-2612 
Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 
Jack Kriel, Director .................. (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 
Cynthia Mehl, Director ......................................... 753-2680 
Ryan Mobley, Director .......................................... 572-1500 
Calvin Pitts, Director ............................................. 638-7720 
Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 
Steve Combs, Past President ................................. 494-6668 
Betsy Dollar, Associate Member ........................... 523-2631 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director ....................... 522-9381 

Kumler volunteers worked at the police officer house on 
8th St. 

United Way volunteers filled a 20 yard dumpster cleaning 
out a house recently acquired by Enos Park Development. 
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In October, the City Council froze the salaries of all 
officials who will be elected to city office this spring--
the Mayor, Treasurer, Clerk and the 10 Aldermen. I 
pushed for this four years ago, before our last city elec-
tion, when our city was in a much more dire financial 
state. At that time, the Council only went along with 
part of my proposal, freezing the salaries of Aldermen, 
but continuing to give cost-of-living increases to the 
Mayor, Treasurer and Clerk. 

The pay raise issue comes up every four years because 
state law says elected officials' pay cannot change dur-
ing their terms. 

Even though our city is in better financial shape now, a 
freeze for all elected officials for the next four years is 
justified because our city is not financially out of the 
woods yet.  The elected leadership of our city must lead 
by example if we ask our city employees to take a pay 
freeze or lower pay increases.  

The top brass running the State Journal-Register have 
taken the opposite approach. GateHouse Media has giv-
en its top corporate executives six and seven figure bo-
nuses, while freezing the pay of its front line workers 
for seven years and increasing their workload due to 
huge layoffs of other workers. That's why I joined the 
SJ-R Writers Guild and other union, civic and religious 
leaders at a rally October 27th in front of the  SJ-R 
building in support of a fair contract for the Guild that 
preserves good jobs and good journalism in our city. 

When I first ran for Alderman, the problem of homeless 
people sleeping by the library was a big issue. I 
searched for a creative solution as opposed to simply 
railing against it. I introduced, and the City Council 
passed, my Round Up to end homelessness program at 
CWLP. You now have the option to have your bill 
rounded up to the next dollar with the additional 
amount going to help the homeless.  

The fruits of that program paid off handsomely in Octo-
ber when the City Council appropriated $50,000 of 
those funds to the Salvation Army, Catholic Charities 
and Abundant Faith Ministry. The bulk goes to the Sal-
vation Army for their Overflow Shelter during the bitter 
cold winter months. Other programs assisted include 
those that help the homeless get out of homelessness.  

Earlier this year, the Council reauthorized a Downtown 
TIF grant for the Salvation Army to build a facility to 
help the homeless, including a homeless shelter, at the 
former office building on 9th & Washington. 

CWLP customers receive the Round Up insert every 
January and June. If you aren't one of the generous 
CWLP customers who 
have already signed up, 
why not sign up in January 
- or now - by going to 
http://www.cwlp.com/
customer/account/
roundup.html and clicking 
on the penny:  

In September, I wrote about urban flooding after the 
terrible rain storm that flooded many of our underpass-
es and basements August 28th.  On October 23rd, I at-
tended a lecture on urban flooding by Harriet Festing of 
the Center for Neighborhood Technologies, sponsored 
by our Regional Planning Commission.  A link to the 
Center’s website is www.RainReady.org. I was pleased 
to learn that this summer Gov. Pat Quinn signed into 
law the Urban Flooding Awareness Act. The new law 
forms a working group, led by the Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR), of representatives of state, federal 
and local agencies and other interested parties to review 
and evaluate the latest research, policies and procedures 
on urban flooding. The group is tasked with submitting 
a report by June 30th with innovative solutions and rec-
ommendation on how best to prevent and control urban 
flooding. 

In October, Public Works Director Mark Mahoney and 
some of his staff attended a meeting at the Fairgrounds 
in conjunction with this new law. Among other things, 
they will be providing flow monitoring data Public 
Works is collecting. 

One huge reason for urban flooding is that in urban  
areas most of the permeable soil that once absorbed 
rainwater is now covered by asphalt and concrete, caus-
ing water to run off and concentrate in viaducts, base-
ments and other unwanted areas. One solution is perme-
able paving, allowing storm water to move through the  

(Continued on page 5) 

 

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 
samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or  
915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 
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To think that 1149 N. 7th street was one of the homes con-
sidered for demolition just a year ago, and now it is on the 
home stretch to be a completely renovated, 3 bedroom, 2 
bathroom beautiful asset to the Enos Park neighborhood is 
remarkable.  In His Hands Orphans began the remodel in 
March of this year and, with the help of many local busi-
nesses, organizations, and volunteers, the home has been 
completely updated with a new front porch, back deck, 
new siding, all new doors and windows, new furnace, new 
electrical, plumbing, drywall, flooring, cabinetry.  You 
name it, our volunteers have updated it. Our skilled volun-
teers are now painting all the walls and ceilings and then 
the flooring, trim, and cabinetry. All finishing touches will 
be installed, making this home turn-key, move-in ready 
with a first floor master bedroom and first floor laundry, 
perfect for a family with children or anyone wanting all 
amenities on the first level.   

This remodel would not be possible without local volun-
teers and businesses investing in the Enos Park Communi-
ty for this project through donations and volunteering la-
bor.  In His Hands would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the following individuals and businesses for believ-
ing in neighborhood transformation where all proceeds of 
the sale of this home will go towards building the In His 
Hands Orphanage in Haiti: 

 Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association - 
Donation of Home 

 Thumbs-Up Designs, Curt Mavis, General Contractor 
for Home Remodel 

 Dedicated Volunteers: Tom Hayes -Lead Carpenter, 
Jim Kunkle, Bruce Hays, Jim Craven, Tom Gibbons, 
Ed Johnson 

 

 Rochester Christian Church  
 Rick Williams Masonry Inc. 
 Sweeney Plumbing and Heating  
 Carmean Electric  
 Springfield Urban League Restorative Justice Program  

- Calvin Pitts 
 Springfield Electric 
 Jim Burger Drywall Inc.  
 Negwer Materials Inc. 
 Marx Energy 
 Staff Carpet 
 R. Michael McDermont, PE, CMRS - Stabilize, Inc. 
 Henry Nelch & Son Concrete 
 Prairie Wholesale Supply Co. 
 Capitol Group 
 The Habegger Corporation 
 Greenview Nursery 
 Solid Surface Creations 
 Apple Creek 
 Pedigo Landscaping and Sod 
 Habitat for Humanity 
 Don Smith Paints 
 Reliable Roofing and Siding Systems 
 Griffits Exterior Home Design Inc. 
 Rechner Tree Service 
 RP Lumber 
 Conner Company 
 Enviro Foam of America 
 Tri-County Stump Removal 
 Noonan’s True Value - North Grand Ave. 
 Lowes 
 Allied Waste 
 Cabinetland 
 United Methodist Church Petersburg - Your Obedient 

Servant Camp Volunteers 

Anyone interested in volunteering to help us finish this 
home remodel or interested in the purchase of the home 
can contact Stephanie Barton, IHHOO Project Coordinator 
at (217) 494-7594. 

1149 N. 7th Street - In His Hands Orphans Outreach Home Update 

pavement and be absorbed by the stones and soil be-
low. In addition to reducing runoff, this traps suspend-
ed solids and filters out pollutants such as motor oil. 
Benedictine College recently paved their parking lot in 
Ward 5 with such permeable pavement. 

Another innovative project is a bioswale Public Works 
is constructing with a DNR grant at their sewer garage 
at 19th and Clearlake. A bioswale is a wide, shallow 
ditch designed to maximize the time the water spends 
in the swale, trapping silt and pollutants, including any 
that may have come from the motor vehicles at the 
garage. The gently sloped sides (less than 6%) are 
filled with vegetation that absorbs some of the water.   

Best wishes to everyone for a very happy Thanksgiv-
ing filled with family, friends and lots of food! 

(View from City Hall, continued from page 4) 



The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. 
Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of 
each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 
522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@comcast.net or fax 522-3060.  
The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 

Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  
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Creating a New Garden 
Friends, 

I wanted to express my gratitude to each person who 
had a significant role to play in creating a new com-
munity garden on N 5th, and I just wanted to say 
thank you. Honestly, I kept my expectations pretty 
low for this first year, and I was nicely surprised at 
every turn. To have all the plots filled, to have things 
go and grow so smoothly, to connect with so many 
people: this season was kind of a "best-case scenario."  
So, I just didn't want winter to come without letting 
you know that I am really thankful for how you spe-
cifically helped this come together. Next year, I am 
thinking that we can add more personal plots and ex-
pand the communal plot. 

Peace, 
Cory Blackwell 

Before 

Planting 

Harvesting 

mailto:m.piland@comcast.net�
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There’s just something arresting about coming across 
“Taunton Lunatic Asylum” on letterhead among old fami-
ly papers. 

My dear friend Liz was helping me look for my mother 
and step-father’s wedding pictures. One box was obvious-
ly not going to work because it was photos and a file of 
browned papers from my late father Louis’ side of the 
family.  Since she’s a genealogist, Liz was eager to look at 
writings from some of the people she’d researched for me 
last year.  

But what was this from an 1880’s insane asylum? The 
psychiatrist mentioned some “notorious events” but I fig-
ured they would be untraceable at this late date. Liz and I 
dropped a line into the waters of research expecting to pull 
up a minnow at best. 

To keep to my fishing metaphor, a thrashing shark 
broached the water and landed—splash! — on the deck. 
There was no difficulty tracing my erstwhile relative be-
cause he was a presidential assassin, namely certifiable 
madman Charles Guiteau [Git-tow]. 

He’s not exactly a household name but he rates his own 
Wikipedia page and a place in history. He’s usually re-
ferred to as “a disgruntled office seeker,” a man who want-
ed federal employment badly enough to kill when frustrat-
ed. For a speech supporting James Garfield he expected a 
diplomatic post in Vienna but was willing to settle (!) for 
Paris. As he roamed Washington D.C. haranguing officials 
it became increasingly clear that he was not a well man. 
To give Guiteau the scant credit he deserves, he refrained 
from shooting the newly elected president in front of Mrs. 
Garfield and waited until July 2, 1881 to pull the trigger 
twice at the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad Station.  

Garfield did not die until late September and suffered hor-
ribly for 80 days from the shot in his back. Lack of hy-
giene among his doctors is now considered the cause of 
death. Guiteau actually argued medical malpractice during 
his trial, not mentioning that without the gun wounds there 
would have been no infection.  His letter to Chester Arthur 
said he should be pardoned because hey, Arthur had gotten 
quite a raise when he was promoted from vice president to 
president! The assassin turned the proceedings into a me-
dia circus with singing, gibbering, and outlandish state-
ments attacking his own defense team. It was among the 
first of high profile trials to consider the insanity defense 
and the man seems to have been stark raving mad for dec-
ades. 

Guiteau was born in 1841 in Freeport, IL and his reported-
ly psychotic mother died when he was seven. His older 

sister Frances raised him and later, it was her husband, 
George Scoville, who defended him in court. The letters 
we found from the lunatic asylum were to George. “Now, 
take this with a sizable grain of salt,” said Liz who is far 
more used to looking at online family trees than I am. The 
Scovilles seem to have been related to the Wycoffs who 
were part of my paternal grandmother’s line. The family 
tree suggested I was also related distantly to artist Georgia 
O’Keefe, public landscaper Frederick Law Olmstead, 
brush purveyor Alfred Fuller, air conditioning pioneer 
Willis Carrier, the Posts of cereal fame, and even Benedict 
Arnold among many, many others. 

Charles Guiteau reaped yet more attention and infamy in 
Stephen Sondheim’s 20th century musical Assassins which 
cheerfully appropriated the lyrics of his poem, “I Am Go-
ing to the Lordy.” He sang that as he capered to the scaf-
fold for hanging in June 30th of 1882, just shy of a year 
after the shooting. The cemetery site, FindaGrave.com, 
lists his burial site as several storage drawers in a museum. 
To add further insult, the virtual flowers button on the site 
has been turned off. Well, as author Laurell K. Hamilton 
wrote about someone else, “You'd think a sociopath assas-
sin wouldn't have a fan following but he does.” 

Relating this to Springfield is easy because Abraham Lin-
coln, one of the four assassinated presidents, is no stranger 
to having letters and documents pop up in attics, trunks 
and pressed into books. It is quite possible that if you’re a 
pack rat (or more kindly, the family historian) there may 
be documents lurking in your home with historic signifi-
cance. Something may fall out from behind the lathe and 
plaster as you remodel. You may discover that you’re re-
lated to very famous people. And like me, you may find 
there are some branches of your family tree that really 
don’t bear much shaking. 

 

Amazon review: “A good read, though I've never reno-
vated a home. But it's more than that, it's the author's 
insights into life, love, family, career and how it all tied 
together with restoring a home and a neighborhood. 
Anyone who has ever brought a home or neighborhood 
back to life should appreciate this book. I have a lot of 
respect for these urban pioneers.” 

 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 

Lola is at work on a second collection of col-
umns published in the Enos Park Banner 
from 2006-2014, Restoring Enos Park: An In
-Progress Success Story. 
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Make the Call: Wait ‘Til Morning 
or Head to a Walk-In Clinic? 

We’ve all been there with our kids, an aging parent or 
even a spouse: a mystery fever takes hold after dinner; 
stomach cramps increase in intensity before bed; or 
maybe a disturbing cough refuses to quiet. 

Of course you’d rather wait until morning to call your 
primary care physician and talk with a nurse who’s 
familiar with your family history. But when symptoms 
worsen, so does the worry. 

“That fever won’t break. Should we take him to see a 
doctor tonight?” 

“She just can’t keep anything down.” 

Sometimes peace of mind is worth an evening or week-
end trip into a walk-in clinic, especially for worsening 
symptoms surrounding ailments like cough and flu, 
sore throat, fractures and strains, nausea, vomiting or 
even uncomfortable skin rashes. 

“We see so many different types of illness and injuries, 
it can be hard to narrow down absolutes,” said Dr. Cal-
vin Bell, medical director of Memorial’s three Ex-
pressCare clinics. “I suggest people call their primary 
care physician for instructions if there is ongoing con-
cern.” 

However, Dr. Bell provides four “tipping points” to 
look for when making the decision to go to a walk-in 
facility like ExpressCare: 

 A persistently high fever that doesn’t respond to 
acetaminophen and ibuprofen 

 Persistent or worsening shortness of breath 
 Continual vomiting or an inability to take in liquids 
 Confusion or change in mental state 

These worsening symptoms don’t always take place 
during normal office hours when a primary care physi-
cian is available. That’s when after-hours clinics can 
help alleviate both the worry and the symptoms. 

To provide patients with even more convenient, high-
quality care, all three Memorial ExpressCare locations 
in Springfield have expanded their hours to 7 a.m. to 
10 p.m. seven days a week. No appointment is neces-
sary, and imaging and lab tests are available on-site. 
Visit MemorialExpressCare.com or text “wait” to 
411217 for wait times at the Koke Mill, South Sixth 
and North Dirksen ExpressCare locations. 

Things will “Glitter & Glisten” 
at Memorial’s Festival of Trees 

Saturday, Nov. 22 - Sunday, Nov. 30, 2014 
Orr Building, Illinois State Fairgrounds 

Mark your calendar now for this great family event! 
Enjoy more than 200 trees and wreaths, and the ginger-
bread village. Don’t forget the kid’s crafts, Candy 
Cane Express train ride, and visits with Santa!  

For more information go to 
www.MemorialsFestivalofTrees.com. 

Community Health Corner 

https://www.memorialmedical.com/Medical-Services-Programs/ExpressCare�
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E n o s  P a r k  C A L E N D A R  
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