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Our December membership meeting will 
be our annual “Cookies and Conversa-
tion,” everyone is asked to bring a plate 
of Christmas cookies or other treats to 
share. We will be making plans for 2015 
and asking people to sign up for the team 
they would be most interested in serving 
on. 

In addition, we will be holding our annu-
al elections for 2015 officers and direc-
tors. For the first time, we have more 
people interested in serving on the board 
than we have board positions, which to 
me is a great sign that people are excited 
and enthusiastic about the work that 
we’re doing. All dues paying members 
are eligible to vote, and they will receive 
a letter in the mail ahead of time inform-
ing them of the election with a brief biog-
raphy for each candidate. Here is the list 
of people who have expressed an interest 
in serving next year. 

EPNIA 2015 Officers & Directors 

Officers (Choose 4) 
Michelle Higginbotham President 
Dawn Mobley Vice President 
Linda Maier Treasurer 
Amber Rigor Secretary 

Directors (Choose 8) 
Chris Becker Director 
Jane Buis-Henry Director 
Steve Hughes Director 
Fletcher Farrar Director 
Jack Kriel Director 
Cynthia Mehl Director 
Colin Phillips Director 
Calvin Pitts Director 
Danyel Pitts Director 
Marcus Stewart Director 

Past President (Appointed) 
Owen Anderson Director 

Executive Director (Appointed) 
Marilyn Piland Executive Director 

Associate Members (2)  
 (Non-voting, Appointed) 
Bill Barton 
 Rochester Christian Church 
Betsy Dollar 
 Executive Director Art Association 

Please plan to attend the membership 
meeting on Tuesday, December 9 at 7 
p.m. This will be an important time to 
make decisions for the coming year as 
well as a chance to socialize with your 
neighbors and celebrate the many suc-
cesses we’ve had this year.  

Want to Support Enos Park? 
Call 522-9381 for more information 

E n o s  P a r k  N e i g h b o r h o o d  I m p r o v e m e n t  A s s o c .  I n c  
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Activities	at	Third	
Presbyterian	Church	

Cookie Walk 

The 9th Annual Cookie & Candy Walk will be held on 
Friday, December 5 from 10 am to 7 pm. There will 
also be a soup lunch, available to eat in or carry out, 
and raffle tickets for a fully decorated 6-ft. Christmas 
tree. Be sure to stop by and pick up some cookies for 
your holiday gatherings! 

Neighborhood Potluck Dinners  

Various groups continue to take turns providing din-
ners at Third Presbyterian every Thursday night at 6 
p.m. However, the first Thursday of each month is 
now a neighborhood potluck, hosting by the Mission 
& Evangelism Committee. This is a change to our 
Meet & Eat.   

When we started this, it was 
to become involved in the 
neighborhood where our 
church is and get to know 
our neighbors and for them 
to get to know us. This is 
working to some extent, but 
we are looking for ways to 
make it more successful. 

The meal will still be at 6 p.m. and we won't turn any-
one away just because they can't bring something. We 
hope to see many new faces with this meal. The next 
neighborhood potluck will be on Thursday, Dec. 4.  

2014 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Higginbotham, President ........................ 553-4629 
Dawn Mobley, Vice President .............................. 801-0751 
Linda Maier, Treasurer ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 
Amber Rigor, Secretary ........................................ 370-7653 
Owen Anderson, Director ..................................... 528-9107 
Chris Becker, Director .......................................... 658-2612 
Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 
Jack Kriel, Director .................. (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 
Cynthia Mehl, Director ......................................... 753-2680 
Ryan Mobley, Director .......................................... 572-1500 
Calvin Pitts, Director ............................................. 638-7720 
Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 
Steve Combs, Past President ................................. 494-6668 
Betsy Dollar, Associate Member .......................... 523-2631 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director ...................... 522-9381 

At Qik-n-EZ we're more than just a  
convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 
everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  
we are where you need us.  
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While Enos Park Development typically seeks buyers to 
renovate our properties, there are times when that is simply 
not practical. In those cases, we work with the City of 
Springfield to demolish the structure. The city’s demolition 
season is December-February so beginning Dec. 1, you will 
begin to see some houses in Enos Park coming down. We 
currently own seven properties slated for demolition: 

It is also our understanding that 929 N. 8th and 923 N. 9th 
are scheduled for demolition this winter, although those are 
privately owned properties. This will help eliminate some 
eyesores in the neighborhood and also cut down on the nui-
sance activity that typically occurs at vacant properties 
such as these. 

In addition, we are partnering with the 
City of Springfield to apply for a grant 
through the Illinois Housing and De-
velopment Authority (IHDA) that 
would provide funds for acquiring and 
demolishing selected residential prop-
erties as part of a larger redevelopment 
effort. We will find out in the spring if 
we have been awarded funds, but this 
grant could enhance our efforts to 
clean up blighted properties in the 
neighborhood. 

Did You Know 
By Michelle Higginbotham, President EPNIA  

1126 N. 4th 

1144 N. 7th 

924 N. 9th 

926 N. 9th 

1122 N. 9th 

523 Bergen 

417 Rafter 

visit us on the web at 

www.EPNIA.com 

Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 
Police Non-Emergency 
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For far too long the older neighborhoods of our city 
have been plagued with abandoned, dilapidated build-
ings that are not only an eyesore, but also dangerous 
and depress property values. On November 18th our 
City Council passed an ordinance appropriating 
$268,000 and hiring three contractors to take down 35 
of these unsafe structures. In addition, the Public Works 
Department is set to take down another 51 between De-
cember first and April. Ten of these buildings are in 
Enos Park. 

The private contractors will get started as soon as their 
contracts with the city are finalized. I expect those 
buildings to be taken down quickly because the con-
tractors won't get paid until the buildings are down. The 
contractors' work should be completed by the end of 
January. Structures contractors are set to take down in 
Enos Park include: 417 Rafter, 523 Bergen and 1011 N. 
10th. 

Buildings Public Works is set to take down include 
three owned by the Enos Park Development LLC: 924 
N. 9th, 926 N. 9th and 1122 N. 9th. The other neighbor-
hood properties Public Works is taking down are 1126 
N. 4th, 1144 N. 7th, 929 N. 8th, and 923 N. 9th. On the 
heels of Thanksgiving, this is a good effort, for which 
we should be thankful, but much more needs to be done 
to get our older neighborhoods to where we want them 
to be. 

Another thing we can be thankful for is the completion 
of the first year of the 3-year infrastructure rehabilita-
tion program passed by our City Council. In the first 
year, 100 miles of streets were blacktopped and seal-
coated, including 4th Street and Dodge. In addition, 
400,000 square feet of sidewalk has been redone or 
added. However, much more work remains to be done. 

Our downtown TIF, another thing we can be thankful 
for, will be closing up shop in about two years on De-
cember 31, 2016. In its first 33 years this TIF has been 
a boon to economic development and revitalization of 
our downtown. One TIF project that helped Enos Park 
and downtown is the new County Market grocery store 
on 2nd and Carpenter. EPNIA held one of its monthly 
meetings there when it first opened. I am really excited 
about Kidzeum and the 3-building commercial/

residential project at 5th & Monroe that are in the 
works. 5th & Monroe will be topped off with an out-
door restaurant on the roof of the Cafe Brio building. I 
can't wait to dine there on a beautiful Springfield sum-
mer evening! 

One change I'd like to see these last two years is to the 
rent reimbursement program, which reimburses up to 
$10,000 of the first year's rent for a business new to 
downtown that commits to stay for at least two years. It 
should be expanded to include retail service providers. 
Recently, Josh Huff's Farmer's Insurance Agency on 
Monroe was denied assistance, while Kari Bedford 
Photography, a few doors down, got it because she sells 
a product. That's not right. Our TIF should encourage 
all kinds of retail businesses to locate downtown. 

There are a number of ways we can all help boost the 
economy of our downtown. Downtown Springfield Inc. 
(DSI) is now selling a customer value card for only $10 
that gives discounts or free items with the purchase of 
others at 30 downtown businesses! Buy one at 
www.downtownspringfield.org or at the DSI office, 3 
W. Old State Capitol Plaza, 544-1723. 

This year, why not do some or all of your Christmas 
shopping downtown? On December 3-4, 10 & 17 DSI 
is sponsoring its Old Capitol Holiday Walks, when 
downtown stores and the Santa House on the south side 
of the Old Capitol Plaza will be open till 8 p.m.  

(Continued on page 5) 

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

The new arch to be placed over the 3rd Street entrance 
to Oak Ridge Cemetery and dedicated on Wednesday, 
December 3rd. 



Report Nuisance Issues  

Call 787-ENOS 

LIKE EPNIA 
on Facebook 
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Finally, don't miss our city's annual downtown Christ-
mas parade on Saturday, December 7th at 6 p.m. on the 
usual parade route...7th & Jefferson to 5th, south to 
Monroe, east to 6th and north to Washington. 

A historical event you won't want to miss is the dedica-
tion of the original Third Street entrance to Oak Ridge 
Cemetery, final resting place of our beloved 16th Presi-
dent. Wednesday, December 3rd at 12 Noon is the dedi-
cation. But it would be wise to arrive at 11:30 a.m. to 
hear the beautiful music played by Springfield's own 
Municipal Band. This is the culmination of a project 
long in the making that Jen Aholt, President of the Oak 
Ridge Cemetery Foundation, and many others have 
worked very hard to bring to fruition. The new gate is 
constructed to replicate the original one and is located 
on the west side of Lincoln Park. If you aren't familiar 
with it, go to the main entrance on Monument on De-
cember 3rd, and you'll be directed to the ceremony. 

My best wishes to everyone for a very merry Christmas 
filled with love, joy and family, and a fantastic 2015! 

(Continued from page 4) 

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 
samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or  
915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. 
Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of 
each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 
522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@comcast.net or fax 522-3060.  
The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 

Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  
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Kumler Outreach 
Ministries Update 

Kumler Outreach Ministries and the Springfield 
Art Association have teamed up to bring Christ-
mas home this year. 

For the first three Wednesdays in December, we 
will be inviting families to Kumler Church for a 
meal at 5pm.  After the meal kids will stay at the 
church, childcare being provided, while parents 
will head to the Art Association—each making 
gifts for the other. 

In the past, we have provided gifts for parents to 
give to their kids. As we long for deeper connec-
tions and ways of being, we are now seeking to 
make gifts with parents and kids. It is our hope to 
honor our neighbors, be in relationship with  
others, and to dignify and bless others by making 
things together. 

We have asked families to pre-register for this 
Christmas-making. For more info or details, call 
Kumler Outreach at 523-2269.  

Families making gifts for each other  
 
When: Wednesdays, Dec. 3, 10 and 17, 
 5-7:30 p.m. 
Where: Kumler United Methodist Church 
 (5th & Carpenter) 
Time: 5 p.m. – meal at Kumler United Methodist 

Church 
 5:30 p.m. – gift-making begins with adults 

at the Springfield Art Association; chil-
dren at Kumler  

 The adults and children are making gifts 
for each other in separate locations so all 
gifts can be a surprise! 

Who:  Parents and children five years and older 

 Childcare will be provided for children un-
der 5 years old. 

How: Registration is required. There is a limit of 
30 families, so don’t wait! Please contact 
Kumler Outreach Ministries at 217-523-
2269.  

 Share food and fun and 
make great family 

memories! 
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Usually I have an outline for my column so I know where 
I’m going. This month I had two images that persisted: 
Santa Claus with his red bag and children trick-or-treating 
holding black and orange bags. And that’s as far as I got. 

Then while talking to a friend the two images leaped to-
gether like magnetized puzzle pieces. Halloween and 
Christmas are the mega holidays in our culture, and they 
generate billions of dollars in revenue. Both are firmly 
rooted in pagan lore but have been Christianized. The 
Celtic festival of Samhain and Rome’s Saturnalia kept 
folks hopping through the centuries with seasonal rituals 
involving light, feasting, and gift-giving. (It amused me to 
read that in the medieval era Christmas carolers got down-
right lewd.) Saturnalia was a Feast of Misrule where slaves 
sat at the head table while their owners waited on them. 
Landlords gave presents to tenants. 

However, as populations increased and became more ur-
banized there were strangers at the door looking for gifts 
instead of the villagers one knew. In the Amazon.com re-
view of The Battle for Christmas it says:  

“Before Dickens, Clement Moore, and Washington 
Irving popularized the genteel version of the holiday it 
was more of a raucous festival and included demands 
for tribute from the wealthy by roaming bands of  
lower-class extortionists. Taming Christmas was a way 
to contain the chaos of social dislocation in a develop-
ing consumer-capitalist culture. Later the Christmas 
season became a living object lesson in familial stabil-
ity and charity, centering on the ideals of bourgeois 
childhood.” 

I first read that book in 1997 when it came out, and it has 
always stuck with me, the idea that the well-to-do turned 
inward and lavished gifts on their own children instead of 
their workers. Yes, we still have the surviving tradition of 
giving a ham or turkey to employees or a holiday bonus, 
but what do you want to bet that’s declined? 

Back to Halloween. A woman wrote to an advice column-
ist at the Washington Post that she had a fancy house in a 
wealthy neighborhood in D.C. and didn’t like the children 
of Those People coming to her door. How dare they come 
looking for safe streets and tasty treats! There was an ab-
solute firestorm of angry responses across the Internet. I 
felt sorry for her: big house, small spirit. 

Personally, I used to take it as a mark of honor that so 
many kids wanted to work Fourth Street. Houses were 
close together and residents were generous with the good-
ies--you know, chocolate, not just bargain mix. One year 
we gave away entire boxes of Halloween themed oatmeal 

to startled kids. Well, their parents were delighted and no 
one egged our house. 

Let’s be honest, the best sort of trick-or-treater is a cute 
child in a costume. Washington Post columnist Petula 
Dvorak commenting on that D.C. area one-percenter want-
ing rid of scary teenagers with pillow cases did some re-
search: 

“Going back to about 1000 A.D., the Celtic poor 
would visit the homes of wealthy folks to get ‘soul 
cakes’ on Halloween. The poor would pray for the 
souls of the rich in exchange for the cakes. And of 
course, remember, there is the possibility of a trick, 
according to Jack Santino, professor of cultural studies 
at Bowling Green State University and a Halloween 
expert. “There is a veiled threat.” he said. “Halloween 
has always had the quality of danger and disruption to 
it. And all of those attempts to control it, to modify it, I 
think the class element is there.” 

Car loads of kids from the poor side of town? Wretched 
little candy carpetbaggers! Often in our minds there are 
worthy recipients and then there are the scary takers who 
might just overwhelm us with their needs. A Salvation 
Army bell ringer stays in front of the store and is unlikely 
to show up at our doors drunk and belligerent. (Yeah, it 
could happen but there is no reason to expect it.) Trunk or 
Treat events are growing in popularity around the country, 
including Enos Park. Vehicles are circled like wagons and 
treats dispensed in a public area. That serves to keep chil-
dren safe, but it’s also harder to TP a car! 

This isn’t a red velvet bow Christmas column.  It’s my 
pondering about generosity and fear, social issues and the 
decline of the middle class. Who do we value? I hope the 
season will open your heart to asking yourself that ques-
tion even as we enjoy time within our own families. 

Obviously, you would give your life for your children, 
or give them the last cookie on the plate. But to me, the 
trick in life is to take that sense of generosity between 
kin, make it apply to the extended family and to your 
neighbor, your village and beyond. 

—Tom Stoppard, playwright 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 

Amazon review: “A good read….[It’s] the 
author's insights into life, love, family, ca-
reer and how it all tied together with restor-
ing a home and a neighborhood. Anyone 
who has ever bought a home or neighbor-
hood back to life should appreciate this 
book. I have a lot of respect for these urban 
pioneers.” Lola is at work on a second collection of col-
umns published in the Enos Park Banner from 2006-14, 
Restoring Enos Park: An In-Progress Success Story. 



P a g e  8  

E n o s  P a r k  C A L E N D A R  


