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Music, food and beverage, kids games 

and balloons, a bounce house, two gor-

geous 110 year old Queen Anne homes, 

and a 2,000 pound sculpture, we've got it 

all! Where? At the Rock the Block in 

Enos Park Celebration. When? Friday, 

June 21st from 5 to 8 p.m. on Enos Street 

between North 7th and 8th Street.  

Over the last two years Enos Park Devel-

opment LLC has secured, renovated, or 

removed over 70 properties as part of the 

Enos Park Master Plan. As we start the 

third year of this project we 

want to invite all our friends 

to a special block party to cel-

ebrate the Grand Opening of 

Susie Q's Restaurant, the 

dedication and opening of the 

Enos Park Sculpture Gar-

den, and a House Tour of  

two renovated, late 1800s, 

Old Neighborhood Rehab 

homes. 

We'll start at 5 p.m. on the 

corner of North 8th Street and 

Enos with the dedication of 

the Enos Park Sculpture 

Garden to the Barker Fami-

ly who have enhanced and 

contributed to the neighbor-

hood for over 100 years.  

At the turn of the 20th Centu-

ry, Abraham Barker and his 

family lived in a large brick, 

two story home at the corner 

of North 5th Street and Miller. 

At that time he was identified in the city 

directory as a "junk dealer".  

He and his son soon founded the Barker-

Lubin Lumber, Building and Construc-

tion Company, and in 1906 built the 

Barker Flats, a three story apartment 

building with a prominent exterior stair-

case and Classical Revival detail. Three 

generations later the Barker Family is 

still prominently involved in supporting 

Enos Park in revitalizing the neighbor-

hood. Today his original home and the 

Barker Flats are two of 

Springfield's most 

unique and historic 

apartment buildings.. 

In addition to recogniz-

ing the Barkers, we will 

"Take Five", a 2,000 

pound sculpture and 

place it on a foundation 

which will be its home 

for the next two years. 

The 12 foot high steel 

structure produced by 

Patrick McDonald has 

recently been on display 

in Lincoln Park, Chica-

go. Now it's the first of a 

number of sculptures to 

come to Springfield and 

find a new home in the 

Enos Park Sculpture Gar-

den.  

Continued on page 2 

"Take Five", a 2,000 

pound sculpture pro-

duced by Patrick 

McDonald moved from 

Lincoln Park, Chicago. 

It is the first of a num-

ber of sculptures to be 

placed in the Enos Park 

Sculpture Garden.  
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Immediately following the Sculpture Garden ceremony, 

Porkpie and the Northend All Stars, a Springfield 

Rhythm and Blues band, will start the party from atop a 

flatbed truck. All tents will be open for food and bever-

age, games, and souvenirs. In honor of the band, Susie 

Q's will be serving pulled PORK sliders with a side 

dish and beverage. They are also going to be preparing 

a special plate called the ALL STAR Summer Pasta 

Salad.  

Come ready 

for good 

food and a 

chance to 

get your 1st 

Annual 

Rock the 

Block in 

Enos Park t-

shirt com-

memorating 

"Take 

Five"! 

St John's 

Children's 

Hospital will provide a bounce house for the kids 

which will be operated by the Springfield Fire Depart-

ment's Educational Outreach program. Kids will also 

have a chance to have hats and animals of their choice 

made from sculpture balloons. 

Two Queen Anne homes built in the early 1890s will 

also be open for your review. These are the last in a 

long line of homes renovated by Fletcher Farrar, recipi-

ent of the prestigious 

2012 Joe Antunovich 

Award for Leadership 

from Landmarks Illi-

nois Historic Preserva-

tion. These homes are 

looking for new Enos 

Park neighbors to join 

with the fourteen other 

new families who have 

moved into the neigh-

borhood in the last two 

years. 

 

 

Continued from page 1... 

At Qik-n-EZ we're more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 

everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  

Porkpie and the Northend All Stars, a 

Springfield Rhythm and Blues band, 

will be honored by Susie Q's in their 

menu including pulled PORK sliders, 

and a ALL STAR Pasta Salad.  

Patrick McDonald prepares 

the foundation for his sculp-

ture, "Take Five". 
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St. John’s Announces 2013 School of Clinical 
Laboratory Science Graduates 

The students from the St. John's Hospital School of Clin-

ical Laboratory Science graduated on Saturday, May 11. 

Graduates 

Nikki Benematti Hometown: Morris, IL 

Already has a B.S. degree from Southern Illinois 

University Edwardsville 

Nikki has accepted a position as a Medical Laborato-

ry Scientist at Barnes Jewish Hospital in St. Lou-

is. 

Mike Hartwick Hometown: Jacksonville, IL 

Will receive his B.S. degree this month from South-

ern Illinois University – Edwardsville. 

Anastacia Lehman Hometown: Decatur, IL 

Already has her B.S. and M.S. degrees from North-

ern Illinois University. 

Anastacia has accepted a position as a Medical La-

boratory Scientist in the Transfusion Service Lab 

Core Lab at St. John's Hospital. 

Megan Moore Hometown: Cowden, IL 

Will receive her B.S. degree this month from Eastern 

Illinois University. 

Megan has accepted a position as a Medical Labora-

tory Scientist at Pana Community Hospital. 

Dawn Ray Hometown: Springfield, IL 

Will receive her B.S. degree this month from Illinois 

State University. 

Dawn has accepted a position as a Medical Labora-

tory Scientist in the Core Lab at St. John's Hos-

pital. 

Amy West 

Already has a B.S. degree from the University of 

Arizona 

Amy has accepted a position as a Medical Laborato-

ry Scientist at the Central Illinois Community 

Blood Center in Springfield. 

 

 

About St. John’s College: 

St. John's College founded by the Hospital Sisters of St. 

Francis, offers innovative programs to prepare individu-

als for patient care, with individual attention for students 

and an enviable array of clinical experiences ranging 

from birth and wellness to care of the dying. The College 

has continued its proud legacy of excellence for over 125 

years. St. John's College is located on the campus of St. 

John's Hospital, in Springfield, Illinois. 

St. John’s Cancer Institute and Memorial  

Medical Center Host Cancer Survivors Picnic 

Cancer survivors and their loved ones are invited to 

attend the 12th annual Celebration of Life on Sunday, 

June 9 at Southwind Park (Erin’s Pavilion) from noon – 

2 p.m. 

Registration begins at noon and lunch is served at 

12:30 p.m. There will be face painting, pet therapy ani-

mals and musical entertainment. Celebration of Life is 

held to commemorate the 26th annual National Cancer 

Survivors Day 2013 on June 2. 

“This is an opportunity for everyone to celebrate the 

achievements in the fight against cancer,” said Roger 

Crawford, director of cancer services at St. John’s. “We 

are proud to partner with Memorial to host this event, 

and we feel privileged to care for the patients and fami-

lies who are beating cancer.” 

To RSVP, call (217) 814‐4308 by May 29 or email 

mary.rogers@st‐johns.org. For more information about 

St. John’s Cancer Institute, please visit www. st‐
johns.org/services/cancer_center. 

About Hospital Sisters Health System  

Hospital Sisters Health System (HSHS) is a multi‐
institutional health care system that sponsors 13 hospi-

tals in 12 communities across Illinois and Wisconsin 

and an integrated physician network. As our name im-

plies, we are a healing ministry guided by the historic 

mission of the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis. At the 

same time, we are firmly grounded in modern best 

practices. Learn more by visiting www.hshs.org. 

New Meeting Place for EPNIA  

The EPNIA will be meeting on a perma-

nent basis at the 3rd Presbyterian 

Church, Bergen and North 7th Street, im-

mediately north of Enos Park starting with 

the Tuesday, June 11th meeting. Meet-

ings are still the second Tuesday of the 

month at 7 p.m. 
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Fluid Assets: Pick Beverages that Quench 

Your Thirst for Good Health 

Summer season is approaching which means warm 

weather, lots of physical activity, and paying more at-

tention to keeping your body hydrated. “Water is the 

body’s fluid of choice,” says Christina Rollins, Regis-

tered Dietitian for Memorial Medical Center and 

spokesperson for the Illinois Dietetic Association. “But 

other beverages – and foods, too – also can help you 

meet your daily needs. All beverages supply fluid, some 

may also come loaded with calories or caffeine.” 

How much fluid do you need? An average adult needs 

about 2 ½ quarts (10 cups) daily to keep the body run-

ning smoothly and to replace fluids lost throughout the 

day. If you lose more water, such as through heavy per-

spiration, you’ll need even more. You can meet your 

needs by drinking water and other beverages, and you 

can also get water from foods such as fruits and vegeta-

bles. 

Rollins offers these tips for making smart beverage 

choices to get in the flow of good health: 

Water is easily absorbed, highly accessible, and can 

even help keep your appetite in check. Of course, it’s 

also calorie-free. If water is not appealing or thirst-

quenching for you, try it colder or add a squirt of lemon 

or lime juice for a boost of flavor. If you’re very active, 

sports drinks are an option to help your body absorb 

more water and replace electrolytes, just remember that 

these drinks also supply calories. 

Coffee and tea also can help you get enough fluids. Yet 

the caffeine in these drinks has a mild diuretic effect, so 

it can increase the amount of water you lose through 

urination. This effect is relatively small, but depends on 

how much caffeine you drink. Drinking coffee or tea 

won’t cause you to be dehydrated, just don’t rely on 

these beverages as your primary fluid choices. Of 

course, decaffeinated coffee and tea or herbal teas con-

tain significantly less caffeine. General guidelines sug-

gest keeping caffeine at about 200-300 milligrams per 

day, or about 2 to 3 cups of coffee. Tea contains about 

40 milligrams of caffeine per cup. Don’t forget that 

gourmet coffee and tea drinks can also deliver plenty of 

calories.  

 

100% fruit juices supply water in addition to vitamins 

A and C (and some other phytonutrients depending on 

the juice). Fruit juices may be thirst-quenching, but cal-

ories can easily add up. An 8-ounce glass of apple juice, 

for example, comes with about 110 calories. To get 

more fluid for your calories, try diluting fruit juice with 

water. Although 100% fruit juice counts as a fruit group 

choice, guidelines suggest no more than 1 serving (1 

cup) of fruit per day from juice. Juice drinks, juice cock-

tails, or juice beverages usually contain only a small 

amount of fruit juice along with added flavors and  

sugar.  

Milk delivers calcium and other important nutrients in 

addition to water. Soy milk is a nutritious non-dairy op-

tion, just be sure to look for a product fortified with cal-

cium. The fat and calorie content may vary with differ-

ent types of milk, but the contributions of nutrients and 

water are about the same. Flavored milk typically con-

tains about 40-60 calories more per 8-ounce cup than an 

unflavored option. Guidelines suggest getting 3 cups 

each day from the milk group, which also includes yo-

gurt and cheese. 

Soft drinks may offer fluid (about 90% water), but they 

also supply loads of calories, perhaps caffeine, and no 

nutrients. Soft drinks go down easily for many people, 

and sometimes at the expense of other more nutritious 

beverages. For instance, there are many more nutritious 

ways to “spend” the 400 calories that come with a large, 

regular soft drink (32 ounces). Diet soft drinks are an 

option (99% water), but again these drinks supply no 

nutrients, and may deliver more caffeine than you need.  

Alcoholic beverages really don’t count toward your 

fluid intake because alcohol’s diuretic effect makes your 

body lose water. For many reasons, moderation is ad-

vised for drinking alcoholic beverages. This means up to 

one drink per day for women and up to two drinks per 

day for men. People who take medications that can in-

teract with alcohol (some diabetes medications) should 

not drink any alcohol. Although some research suggests 

that drinking a small amount of alcohol may lower risk 

for heart disease, it isn’t a reason to start drinking or to 

drink more frequently.  

 

C o m m u n i t y  

H e a l t h  C o r n e r  

By Memorial Medical Center 
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Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 217-788-8311 

Banner 

Going DIGITAL! 

The Enos Park Banner is being sent 

to all our e-mail contacts every 

month as it has been in the past. 

However, hard copies are NOT being 

mailed the month of June. We will 

continue to reduce the number of 

months we send hard copies of the 

Banner by mail.  

We are trying to contact all past re-

cipients of the newsletter who may 

not have provided us their e-mail. If 

you are aware of anyone interested 

in getting the Banner via e-mail 

please send us their e-mail address. 

 
Keep Informed on Memorial Medical  

Center’s Expansion Project 

Groundbreaking for Memorial’s expansion project took 

place on May 14. You can keep up with what’s happening 

at www.advancingcarebydesign.com. Some rerouting of 

traffic will be necessary during this project – keep your 

eye out for directional signs.  

Please note that if you are coming to Memorial Medi-

cal Center for routine and recurring lab tests or X-

rays, you can choose instead to visit any of Memorial’s 

three ExpressCare clinics for quick, convenient access 

to our lab and X-ray facilities at these locations.  

 

1. Koke Mill ExpressCare / 3132 Old Jacksonville Road 

2. North Dirksen ExpressCare / 3220 Atlanta Street (just 

off North Dirksen) 

 **Koke Mill and North Dirksen lab and medical imag-

ing available 7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mon.-Fri.; Sat.-Sun. 9 

a.m. to 8 p.m.**  

3. South Sixth Street ExpressCare / 2950 South Sixth 

Street 

 **South Sixth lab and medical imaging available daily 

from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. ** 

 

Text wait to 411217 for ExpressCare Wait Times or 

check online at www.memorialmedical.com/Services/

ExpressCare/Default.aspx. ExpressCare wait times indi-

cate how many people are currently in line to be seen at 

each of the three Memorial ExpressCare locations and the 

length of the longest wait (not including exam room time). 

Please use this information to help you choose the best 

location. Note: Wait times are subject to change. 

http://www.advancingcarebydesign.com/
http://www.memorialmedical.com/Services/ExpressCare/Default.aspx
http://www.memorialmedical.com/Services/ExpressCare/Default.aspx
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Food Container Safety 

You thought it was a bright idea, popping popcorn in a 

paper bag in the microwave oven. Then the bag caught 

fire and destroyed half the countertop and refrigerator 

before it was extinguished.  

When you think about kitchen safety, choosing food 

safe containers may not come to mind, but it should. 

Just because a container looks suitable for cooking or 

food storage doesn’t always mean it is safe for you and 

your family, said Drusilla Banks, a University of Illinois 

extension nutrition and wellness educator. 

Take for instance, brown paper bags — according to the 

FDA, the ink, glue and recycled materials in brown pa-

per bags may emit toxic fumes when the bag is heated. 

Also, paper bags ignite easily during heating, she said. 

“Brown paper bags are generally made of recycled ma-

terials these days. The bags must carry a recycle state-

ment and symbol. They are not safe cooking contain-

ers,” she added. 

Metal trash cans are another good example of a contain-

er that is often misused. These cans are made of galva-

nized metal. Galvanization is a process used to prevent 

rusting. During this process, a protective zinc-based 

chemical coating is applied to containers such as metal 

trash cans, buckets, flower pots, etc. These containers 

were not designed to hold foods and may leach harmful 

chemicals into foods, Banks said. 

“To name a few of these unsafe food containers, there 

are empty plastic paint buckets, film canisters, trash 

bags and oil drip pans, she said. 

Paint brushes, hair brushes and shaving brushes should 

not be used for slathering sauce on barbecue or basting a 

turkey. These products were not manufactured under 

sanitary conditions and may contain unsafe materials 

because they were never intended for food, she said. 

“In this age of recycling, many people want to re-use 

items that were intended for a single use. Disposable 

plastic forks, spoons, knives and cups are porous and do 

not stand up well to repeated cleaning and hot soapy 

water. Cups may have edges that curl over and collect 

bacteria that cannot be cleaned out. These items should 

not be reused; they should be sent to your local recy-

cling facility,” she said. 

 

 

 

Kumler helps grow vegetables,  

  children and neighbors  

Kumler Outreach Ministries and Kumler United Meth-

odist Church are stepping beyond the walls of their 

buildings to help grow the Enos Park Neighborhood, 

whether it’s children at McClernand Elementary School, 

vegetables in the community garden or relationships 

between our neighbors. 

The focus of The Neighborhood Gardens, a partnership 

of the Springfield Art Association, Kumler and the Enos 

Park Neighborhood Association, is to build community 

while teaching people how to grow high-quality, nutri-

tious food.  As neighbors gather in the garden to plant 

their personal plots and the communal plot, people are 

getting to know one another.  It’s becoming an “our” 

space for the neighborhood, a place where people can 

come together, work together and learn from one  

another. 

The garden has also been a hands-on learning environ-

ment for students at McClernand Elementary School.  

Centered around a curriculum developed by Kumler, the 

garden has been a first for many children in the partici-

pating classes.  Learning everything from what a seed is 

to what it takes to nurture it to the economic value of 

growing your own food, the children have learned food 

comes from the ground, not just the grocery store.  They 

planted seeds in the classroom, then took the seedlings 

and planted them in the McClernand plot in The Neigh-

borhood Gardens.  The children have an open invitation 

to stop by the garden throughout the summer to see how 

their plants are doing and to work if they want. 

There are plans to have community events at The Neigh-

borhood Gardens, including a cooking demonstration on 

Sat., June 15 at 10 a.m., and everyone in the neighbor-

hood is invited. 



Moving Forward in 2013 

NAME________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS_________________________ CITY____________________________ ZIP________ 
 

NEW_____ RENEWAL______ PHONE_____________ DATE_________________ 
 

       SIGNED______________________________________________ 
 

       E-MAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________ 
 

Send to:  Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association, Inc. 
   821 N 5th St., Springfield, IL  62702                                           For more information, call 522-9381 
          

I want to be a part of the revitalization of Enos Park Neighborhood.  Here is my donation of $25 for 2013 
Membership, which entitles me to a copy of the Bylaws and voting privileges at the monthly meetings. 

Visit us online  www.EPNIA.com 

facebook.com/pages/Enos-Park-Neighborhood-Improvement-Association-EPNIA/ 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-

ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. 

Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of 

each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 

522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@comcast.net . The deadline for 

copy is the 20th.   
 

Advertising rates are: 

 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 

 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 

 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 

 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

2013 EPNIA Officers 
Steve Combs, President ......................................... 494-6668 

Michelle Higginbotham, Vice President ............... 553-4629 

Linda Maier, Treasurer ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 

Diane Combs, Secretary ........................................ 494-6658 

Chris Becker, Director ................................ (408) 882-7658 

Dennis Chrans, Director ........................................ 544-1464 

Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 

Jack Kriel, Director .................. (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 

Cynthia Mehl, Director ......................................... 753-2680 

Rick Mehl, Director .............................................. 753-2680 

Dennis Musser, Director ....................................... 528-7106 

Dawn Mobley, Director......................................... 801-0751 

Marilyn Piland, Executive Director....................... 522-9381 
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The importance of ridding our neighborhood of aban-

doned buildings hit us in the head like a ton of bricks 

Saturday June 1st when we learned of another tragedy 

on the 900 block of north Ninth.  This time it was the 

murder of a homeless woman, who regularly slept on 

the back porch of the boarded-up abandoned house at 

922 N. Ninth.  Police found the body of 47-year-old 

Rebecca Cleaton there early that Saturday morning.  

She apparently had been beaten to death.  Police 

worked quickly,  arresting 50-year-old Mark A. Brown, 

an African American male on Monday, June 3rd.  The 

suspect is on parole and had been assigned to House of 

Rainbow, 923 N. 10th.  He had removed his ankle mon-

itor and left the residence Sunday night.  He was picked 

up in Champaign by the U. S. Marshal's Violent Fugi-

tive Task Force.   

A couple weeks earlier three buildings were destroyed 

on the 1100 block of north Fourth when a fire that ap-

peared to be arson started in an abandoned building, and 

then spread to the two buildings on either side of it.  

The one to the south was a lived in apartment building.  

Fortunately, all the residents made it out safely.  All 

three building were destroyed.  

Obviously, if the buildings on Ninth and Fourth had 

been lived in or demolished, neither tragedy would have 

occurred.  That is why getting rid of abandoned build-

ings is the most important problem facing Enos Park 

and many other older neighborhoods.   

Our City Council took a major step in reducing  aban-

doned buildings when we passed the abandoned proper-

ties ordinance in October 2011.  (See my November 

2011 column for a detailed description of the ordi-

nance.)  The new law creates an end game for boarded 

up abandoned properties.  Within three years of being 

registered, they must be fixed up so they are livable, or 

demolished.  If not, the owner is assessed a $750 per 

day fine.  When the fines on the property equal 70 per 

cent of the value of the building, the city must foreclose 

on the property, meaning it would take over the proper-

ty or sell it to a new owner, who would fix or demolish 

it.  The first properties will reach the end of this 3 year 

time line in the fall of 2014.  After that, we should see 

major improvements in this terrible problem.  

Help is also coming from Senate Bill 16, signed into 

law earlier this year.  It assesses a fee on mortgage fore-

closure suits.  Part of the proceeds from these fees will 

go to cities, like Springfield, to assist us with the cost of 

securing and maintaining abandoned properties until 

they are fixed or demolished.  (For details on this law, 

see my March 2013 column.)   

In our neighborhood we are also fortunate to have the 

benefit of the public-private partnership created by the 

establishment of the Enos Park Limited Liability Com-

pany (LLC) and its partnership with the City.  With 

money provided by the City's Enos Park TIF, the LLC 

has been acquiring  abandoned Enos Park properties to 

either demolish, or sell to buyers, who will rehab them 

into livable homes.  Slowly, but surely our neighbor-

hood is being transformed.   

 

Bad decisions at City Hall have embarrassed the City 

and subjected it to another law suit.  In December the 

police union and the City entered into a new three-year 

collective bargaining agreement (CBA) that was ap-

proved by a vote of the City Council and signed by the 

Mayor.  The new CBA continued a provision requiring 

disciplinary internal affairs files of police officers to be 

maintained for five years and then destroyed.  Then on 

April 25, 2013 the police chief and union president 

signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) short-

ening that period from five to four years.  The MOU 

was not reviewed by the City's Labor Relations Manag-

er.  It was not approved by the City Council and it was 

not signed by the Mayor.  The same day the MOU was 

signed, 30 internal affairs files less than five years old 

were destroyed.  Some of the destroyed files were 

sought by Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests, 

and that has resulted in a major lawsuit against the City 

by the person who made those FOIA requests. 

In addition, the Local Records Act requires the City and 

every local government to get the permission of the Lo-

cal Records Commission before destroying public rec-

ords, and it appears this was not done.   The City had 

previously established a schedule with the Local Rec-

ords Commission for police internal affairs files to be 

destroyed after five years.  At the request of our State's 

Attorney, a special prosecutor has been appointed to 

investigate whether any criminal laws were broken.  

Section 32-8 of the Illinois Criminal Code makes the 

destruction of any public record knowingly and without 

lawful authority a class 4 felony.   

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  

By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

Continued on page 9 
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To prevent this from happening again, I introduced an 

ordinance to amend our City Code to require that any 

changes in collective bargaining agreements must be 

first approved by the City Council and then signed by 

the Mayor.  It seemed completely illogical to require the 

initial collective bargaining agreement to be approved 

by the City Council, but then allow changes to it with-

out Council approval.   Aldermen Edwards, 

McMenamin and Dove joined me as co-sponsors.  Eight 

of my fellow aldermen agreed, and the measure passed 

9-1. As of this writing, however,  the Mayor has not 

signed or vetoed the ordinance.   

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 

samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or  

915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

Continued from page 8... 

EPNIA June Meeting 

June 11 7pm 

3rd Presbyterian Church 

 

Robert Williams, Chief of Police, and 

Ken Fustin, Springfield Fire Chief, 

will be our guests at the June member-

ship meeting. They will address the 

recent rash of fires and crimes in our 

immediate area and how each of us 

can assist and support their efforts to 

improve the safety and well being of 

our neighborhood. 

 

We will also review the Enos Park 

Resident Police Officer Program and 

our Off Duty Police Patrol Program. 

We encourage all of you to join us as 

we share ideas on the neighborhood’s 

safety and security. 

 

Refreshments will be served!  

All are welcome!  

Hope to see you there! 

http://us.mc431.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=samcahnman@yahoo.com
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Report Nuisance Issues  

Call 787-ENOS 

 

“If you were to look at Father’s Day cards you’d 

quickly decide that procreation has something to do 

with hooked fish, quizzical deer and/or a good golf 

backswing. 

Fortunately, there are also cars. Some of the automo-

biles on the cards look straight out of the latest Gatsby 

movie, all big fenders and running boards. That’s what 

our three hounds will have me get for Kevin. He surely 

deserves something for putting dog food in the bowl 

(literally and financially) as well as all of those walks!  

Kevin is passionate about airplanes, tanks and subma-

rines but we both love cars. We have fond memories of 

car shows over the years from the British festival 

downtown to an unexpected one we stumbled on in a 

Carlinville school parking lot. It’s fun to wander up 

and down the aisles looking at gleaming paint jobs. 

Sometimes the hoods are up to show pristine engines. 

You can absolutely count on owners sitting nearby in 

lawn chairs, pleased as punch to talk about their babies 

to anyone who’ll listen. The most expensive car is not 

necessarily the best one; what wins the prize is the lev-

el of detail that’s gone into making an automobile not 

just a means of transportation but a true collectible. 

Kevin’s head turns at any good looking mechanical 

horseflesh: Mustangs, Shelby Cobras, old Lincolns 

with suicide doors, Honda Insights, you name it. Never 

a hot-rodder, he appreciates sleeker styles such as his 

RX-7. (My goodness, he sold that when we lived on 4th 

Street. We always laugh about the indulgent father 

who bought it for his 16 year old. “Son, could you be 

happy with a car like this?” he intoned solemnly. From 

the way Mom was stroking the leather upholstery, we 

figured she’d be driving it and sonny would get tossed 

the keys to the station wagon.) Actually, I’m impressed 

by how many of his dream cars and trucks Kevin has 

owned over the years, such as a Willys Jeep, a Saab 

900 big enough to hold a full size bathtub—and yes, 

we hauled one in it—a 12 year old Jaguar XK 8, and 

his Subaru Baja mini-truck. To me the impressive part 

is that he was clear on what he wanted and he went out 

and got it. I admire that. 

When I flip through a mental scrapbook I can see Kev-

in leaning on a tiny Smart car parked on a London 

street. It looked like he’d have to shrug into it like a 

jacket. I remember us test driving a Litestar Pulse, one 

of only 360 made. It’s like a miniature jet because it 

was designed by the same guy who did the Coors Sil-

ver Bullet. With in-line seating and a canopy it 

would’ve been a real conversation starter. In fact, you 

may have seen one during the State Fair in years gone 

by.  I wish now we’d purchased that Pulse because a) 

they’re appreciating nicely and b) age has not im-

proved my ability to get in and out of such contrap-

tions—even Honda del Sols are a challenge these days. 

Janis Joplin sang, “Get it while you can” and she had a 

point. 

We once went zooming down a St. Louis street in fast 

pursuit of a Morgan three-wheeler driven by a jaunty 

fellow with his big shaggy dog in the passenger seat. I 

can’t recall what sort of micro-car it was, but we tried 

one out in Champaign that handled like a go-kart. Ever 

see a BMW Isetta where instead of doors the whole 

front opens up? A friend took me for a ride in one. A 

red Opel GT had steering that reminded me of alligator 

wrestling. After I moved to Springfield I even test 

drove a purple wedge-shaped CitiCar, an electric vehi-

cle from the mid 1970’s! There’s just something about 

demented little cars that appeals to us both. 

Sometimes the challenge of writing a column is find-

ing enough material to weave together. This month it 

was hard to pare down from so many happy thoughts 

of Kevin and automobiles through the years. So when 

the pups give him that card later this month, they can 

be sure that it will set off a cascade of pleasure. We’ll 

take him for ice cream to thank him for how good he is 

to us year round as our paterfamilias.  

May your Father’s Day be an opportunity to recognize 

the men in your life who matter so much to you! 

 

 

Nothing I've ever done has given me more 

joys and rewards than being a father to my 

children. 

 Bill Cosby  

 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas 

Look for At Home in the Park: Loving a Neighborhood 

Back to Life at Amazon.com or bn.com. Lola's collec-

tion of columns is about Springfield in general and 

Enos Park in particular.  


