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The Tuxhorn family came to central Illi-
nois in the 1800s from the Black Forest 
region of Germany. They opened up the 
Tuxhorn Coal Mine, one of many in the 
early mining history of Sangamon 
County.  

However, in 1919 John Sr. started a ga-
rage to fix carriages and buggies at North 
Grand Avenue and North 6th Street. With 
the increase in "horseless carriages" they 
converted the business into a filling sta-
tion and body repair shop. When John Jr. 
took over the operation it had become 
more a business of hauling than fixing.  

The families first tow truck was made 
from a 1932 Cadillac with homemade 
towing boom and hook. From that simple 
beginning Tuxhorn Towing has evolved 
into the "go to guys" to move literally 

anything from Abe to elephants.  

It was Tuxhorn Towing that got the statue 
of Abe Lincoln up on its feet at the main 
gate into the State Fairgrounds! They 
were also the wranglers who took control 
of a runaway elephant!  

In 1974 they got a call to help upright a 
number of Barnum & Bailey Circus cars 
involved in an accident in Divernon. 
When they arrived the challenge became 
lassoing one of the elephants that was 
getting ready to take off across the corn 
fields. 

Today John Tuxhorn, third generation 
owner, and his three sons, J.R, Craig, and 

Continued on page 2 

It started with a 1932 Cadillac fixed 
with a boom and a hook, now Tuxhorn 
Towing is into its 9th decade of provid-
ing service to both carriages and horse-
less carriages.  

Tall Abe was having trouble getting to 
his feet until Tuxhorn came along to get 
him upright at the main gate to the 
State Fairground.  



 
  

P a g e  2  

Jared, are continuing the family operation into its 9th 
decade of moving heavy equipment or doing what no 
one else can!  

You may know them best as the guys in the huge 
"PINK" wreckers. Enos Park knows them as a friend 
and good neighbor.  

It was about the same time in 1873, as the Tuxhorn 
family was moving to central Illinois, that six Domini-
can Sisters from Springfield, Kentucky were making 
their way by stagecoach and railroad to Jacksonville, 
Illinois.  

The Angels of the Prairie were answering a call to staff 
a school for over 400 children in the impoverished Irish 
Catholic community caught up in the social, economic, 
and religious issues of the time. 

Continued from page 1... Although the Sisters managed to get the school organ-
ized and in operation, it was a very long and difficult 
first year for all of them. Their living conditions were 
sparse, and they missed the sisters and their home at St 
Catharine Convent, back in Kentucky. 

But the second year started with an uplifting spiritual 
and historic event. 

At the dedication of 
the Lincoln Monu-
ment in Springfield, 
President Grant had 
wanted to honor and 
recognize the thou-
sands of Sisters who 
had nursed the sol-
diers during the Civil 
War.  However upon 
reaching Springfield 
for the dedication, he 
found arrangements 
for this had not been 
made. While the 
Ursuline Sisters were 
in Springfield, they 
were cloistered at that 
time and unable to 
leave their convent.  
He immediately or-
dered General 
Sherman to bring two 
of the Dominican 
Sisters from Jacksonville to Oak Ridge Cemetery to be 
part of the unveiling of the Monument. 

Within 48 hours Sister Josephine and Sister Rachel were 
pulling the strings to lower the veil on the Lincoln 
Monument in front of some of the most powerful and 
distinguished leaders of the country.  

In 1893 the Jacksonville Congregation moved to Spring-
field, establishing Sacred Heart Convent.  It was from 
this convent that the sisters began teaching and thus Sa-
cred Heart Academy was begun.  This later evolved into 
the current Sacred Heart – Griffin High School.   

Part of the sister’s mission is to live in common.  
Smaller local communities were often established in 
parishes where the sisters served.  Other local communi-
ties were formed in neighborhoods, and one community 
now resides in Enos Park.  

Continued on page 3 

A Ringling Brothers circus elephant is finally brought 
under control by Tuxhorn Towing who was called to 
upright a train car and ended up lassoing a runaway 
pachyderm.  

Jared, Craig, and J.R. Tuxhorn stand with their father, 
John Jr., in front of one of their pink wreckers. Yes 
that's the Hulk in the back ground!  

Thousands of sisters who had 
cared for soldiers during the 
Civil War were recognized 
when General Grant had two 
Dominican Sisters from the 
Springfield area unveil the 
Lincoln Monument at a dedi-
cation ceremony in 1874.  
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Continued from page 2... 
Today three Sisters, Charlotte, Kathleen, and Marcelline, 
live in a home originally built by the Hatch family in the 
late 1800s. It's one of many historic homes restored to its 
original charm by Fletcher Farrar.  Each of the Sisters 
has followed the traditional Dominican path of preaching 
and teaching but they've also reached out in a variety of 
other ways. 

Though recently retired from ministry at St. Joseph’s 
parish, Sister Charlotte continues to be active in volun-
teering, including visiting the sick and homebound and 
assisting in the congregation’s communications of-
fice.  As a nurse, Sister Kathleen has worked in hospitals 
in Mississippi and Arkansas, served as director of nurs-
ing at the Motherhouse, and taught courses for 
CNA’s.  She currently directs the congregation’s Well-
ness Program.  After many years in elementary educa-
tion, Sister Marcelline serves as director of the congrega-
tion’s Office of Justice, educating and advocating on 
issues related to social justice. Each is driven by her 
commitment to help others and respond to unmet needs. 

Together with the Tuxhorn family, the Dominican Sis-
ters create a very special and unique group of people 
who live and work in Enos Park.  

Did You Know 
By  Steve Combs, President EPNIA  

On Tuesday, April 30th, we will go back in time to April 
of 1865 at Edwards Place. Abraham Lincoln's funeral 
train will still be in Chicago but on its way to Springfield. 
Friends, family, and associates of the President will be 
gathering to share their grief over the loss of their 
neighbor. Springfield will be preparing to receive their 
favorite son who had left five years earlier. 
The 2015 Lincoln Funeral Coalition is sponsoring a fund-
raiser to support the 150 year commemoration of Lin-
coln's funeral. Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement 
Association and Edwards Place are hosting the event 
which will include re-enactors from the 10th Illinois Cav-
alry Regiment and Band and the 114th Illinois Volunteer 
Infantry. Fritz Klein, Springfield's own Mr. Lincoln, will 
also be part of four presentations representing highlights 
in Lincoln's life. 
Admission is $50 for individuals or $75 for couples. For 
those wishing to make larger donations, prints of five 
original paintings of historical sites in Lincoln's life will 
be included for $100 (one print) or $300 (all five prints) 
contributions. To join us for the Spirit of Lincoln pro-
gram, please complete the event registration form to con-
firm your donation and admission. The Form needs to be 
received by Monday, April 15th. 
Denny Hastert, former 
U.S. Speaker of the 
House, has joined with 
the Coalition to promote 
the 2015 funeral proces-
sion and the April 30th 
fundraiser. Hastert joined 
Mayor Michael Houston 
and members of the Coa-
lition at a press confer-
ence held at Edwards 
Place on April 3. 
Hastert, on September 
11th, 2001, as he was 
flying over the Nation's 
Capitol toward a safe 
haven, looked down on 
the smoke billowing to-
ward the Capitol building 
from the severely dam-
aged Pentagon and re-
called it was this very scene he had taught his history stu-
dents about the British burning of Washington D.C. dur-
ing the War of 1812. 
Hastert not only taught history but lived it and made it as 
the 3rd most powerful man in the Federal Government 
during one of the country's greatest crisis.  

Sister Charlotte, Kathleen, and Marcelline, standing in 
front of their historic home built in the late 1800s. The 
home was originally built by the Hatch family that had a 
close family and professional relationship with Mary 
and Abraham Lincoln.  

Denny Hastert, former 
Speaker of the House, 
being interviewed by me-
dia at 2015 Lincoln Fu-
neral Coalition press con-
ference.  

http://www.epnia.com/enosparkNIA/wp-content/uploads/Spirit-of-Lincoln-Fundraiser-registration-form.pdf�
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Memorial Medical Center  
Prepares for Historic Expansion 
This spring, Memorial Medical Center will begin con-
struction on its Advancing Care by Design expansion 
project, a historic multi-year endeavor that will trans-
form the medical center and how we deliver care to the 
hundreds of thousands of patients we serve each year. 

When this project is complete, Memorial Medical Cen-
ter will offer our patients enhanced privacy and safety 
while improving the comfort and accommodations for 
families and visitors. We will expand our operating 
room capacity and strengthen our relationship with the 
educational mission of the SIU School of Medicine and 
other regional healthcare academic partners. 

We also will be modernizing our energy plant, so while 
we will be increasing the square footage of the medical 
center by about 20 percent, we will not be increasing the 
amount of energy we consume. 

Expansion Details 
With a completion date planned for early 2016, the pro-
ject includes: 

• a three-floor patient care tower that will house 
114 private patient rooms with enhanced patient 
safety features and dedicated space for the families 
and visitors of our intermediate-care, cardiology and 
orthopedic patients;  

• six new operating rooms and expansion for surgi-
cal services, including a family waiting room that’s 
twice the size of our current space;  

• renovation of our main entrance and lobby that 
will allow for easier, more convenient and safer pa-
tient access to our surgical center and the hospital in 
general;  

• construction of the Memorial Center for Learn-
ing and Innovation, a three-story facility at the cor-
ner of Miller and Rutledge streets specifically de-
signed for learning, innovation and professional de-
velopment. Facilities will include a large conference 
center and classrooms, a state-of-the-art Clinical 
Simulation Center, and Surgical Skills Laboratory to 
help ensure we and our patient-care partners remain 
on the cutting-edge of medical practice and technol-
ogy.  

Timeline 
Construction will be conducted in several phases and in 
a manner that will ensure that the care we provide to our 
patients is not compromised: 

• Construction on the Memorial Center for Learning 
and Innovation begins in spring 2013, with an an-
ticipated completion date of summer 2014.  

• Our Operating Room expansion and main lobby 
renovation also begins in spring 2013, with antici-
pated completion in late 2014, and a second phase 
of our Operating Room expansion will occur be-
tween summer 2014 and spring 2015.  

• Construction of our patient care tower and its 114 
private patient rooms is expected to last from sum-
mer 2013 to early 2016.  

• And the final touches to our main entrance and cir-
cle drive, which will accommodate increased vehi-
cle traffic, improve pedestrian safety and create a 
more pleasant look and feel in the area, is planned to 
be completed in early 2016.  

• This project will create about 400 new construction 
jobs for the community, and 100 jobs within the 
medical center itself. Throughout the expansion pro-
ject, the hospital will remain open as we continue to 
fulfill our mission to improve the health of the peo-
ple and communities we serve. 

Want to keep informed? 
Check out www.advancingcarebydesign.com. You can 
see artist renderings of the finished project and keep up 
with all the latest developments during our construction. 
You can sign up to receive ongoing updates via email. 
And there is a contact form, so if you have any ques-
tions or concerns during our campus expansion, you can 
share them with us.  

The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. 
Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of 
each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 
522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@comcast.net or fax       522-
3060.  The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 
Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

 

C o m m u n i t y  
H e a l t h  C o r n e r  
By Memorial Medical Center 

http://www.advancingcarebydesign.com/�
mailto:m.piland@comcast.net�
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Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 
Police Non-Emergency 217-788-8311 

Banner 
Going DIGITAL! 

The Enos Park Banner is being sent 
to all our e-mail contacts every 
month as it has been in the past. 
However, hard copies are NOT being 
mailed the month of March. We will 
continue to reduce the number of 
months we send hard copies of the 
Banner by mail.  

We are trying to contact all past re-
cipients of the newsletter who may 
not have provided us their e-mail. If 
you are aware of anyone interested 
in getting the Banner via e-mail 
please send us their e-mail address. 

 

 April Monthly Meeting 
Tuesday, April 9, 7pm  

Assisi Room, St. John’s Hospital 
 

Guest Speakers: 
Joe Eby 

Community Missions Network  
*** 

Third Presbyterian Church 
 

Third Presbyterian will talk about the kick-
off of their "Meet & Eat" weekly dinners. 
Joe will talk about the "Second Saturdays" 

activities planned for kids over the summer.  
 

Additional information: Steve Combs 494 6668  

Neighborhood Meet & Eat 

Coming soon to the neighborhood! 

Beginning on Wednesday, April 10th the Third Presbyte-
rian Church will be serving dinner at "Neighborhood Meet 
& Eat" nights every Wednesday night at 6 PM. The meals 
will be a way for neighbors to get to know each other bet-
ter, and what better way than across the table sharing some 
good food? 

The Northside Children's Community Library, which is 
located on the lower level of the church, has been a won-
derful way to get to know the children in the neighbor-
hood, and with the Wednesday night meals, church mem-
bers hope to get to meet the adults in the neighborhood 
too. 

Third Presbyterian Church is located at 1030 North Sev-
enth.  Please call the church at 528-0457 if you have any 
questions.  
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Now is the Time  
to Clean Up and Green Up! 
An early spring means it’s already time to start think-
ing about those outside projects that you’ve been in-
tending to take care of, and EPNIA wants to help.   We 
are using our Master Plan when promoting our ideas 
for revitalizing the neighborhood, and we want to en-
tice developers and builders to consider projects in 
Enos Park as part of a large-scale redevelopment ef-
fort. More than ever, now is the time to “clean up and 
green up” the area so that developers will see the po-
tential in our neighborhood. In addition to attracting 
new construction, we want to be sure that existing 
homeowners have pride of ownership in their proper-
ties and see the number of properties being improved 
reach a critical mass. 

So if you have been planning to paint your house or 
landscape your front yard, now is the time! Perhaps 
you’ve been thinking about redoing your front porch 
or removing aluminum siding to more closely restore 
the house to its original appearance. Maybe your foun-
dation needs to be tuckpointed or you have a concrete 
driveway that should be replaced. If you will commit 
to undertaking your project this year, the EPNIA will 
provide a matching grant of up to $500, and additional 
incentives include: 

Sherwin Williams is offering 15% discounts on paint 
and will also provide color consultations and “how to” 
advice for property owners interested in painting the 
exteriors of their homes. 

If your project will require a permit from the city, you 
can receive a sales tax exemption letter for the pur-
chase of your materials. 

To participate, simply complete the brief application 
on the opposite page. Join us in cleaning up and green-
ing up Enos Park this year! 

Clean Up/Green Up Initiative 
The Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Associa-
tion (EPNIA) will provide matching funds, up to $500, 
to homeowners who undertake a project to improve the 
appearance of their property. The process is simple: 

Eligibility 

•Must be an owner-occupied home within the bounda-
ries of Enos Park and a dues paying member of EPNIA. 
•Grants will be awarded only for exterior improve-
ments and/or landscaping. 
•Proposed project must be compatible with the design 
guidelines and uses outlined in the Master Plan. 
•Must complete the work by 11/30/13 and submit re-
ceipts for reimbursement by 12/31/13. The project must 
be approved PRIOR to beginning work and/or request-
ing reimbursement. 
•Past grant recipients are not eligible to apply again at 
this time. 
Application Process 

1.Complete the attached form providing details of your 
proposed project. The EPNIA will review your pro-
posal and notify you within 10 days if your project has 
been approved. 
2.Complete your project; you may do the work yourself 
or use hired help. Both materials and labor are eligible 
for reimbursement through the grant program. 
3.Submit your receipts and a before and after picture of 
your improvements to the EPNIA. You will be reim-
bursed for 50% of the total project cost, up to $500.  

Ronald McDonald House Family Fun Day! 
Enos Park Neighbors--you're invited to Family Fun 
Day!!  

Join Ronald McDonald House Charities of Central Illi-
nois for a morning of family fun on Saturday, May 4, 
2013 from 9:00am to Noon.  The Ronald McDonald 
House, located at 610 N. 7th Street, will have an open 
house, food & beverages, a bounce house, storyteller, 
face painting & more!   

We will also be collecting pop tabs to be recycled, and 
an on-site shred truck will be available from 10:00am--
Noon. Individuals can shred up to 5 large boxes, and 
staples, binder clips, etc. do not need to be removed.  

Thank you to event sponsors: St. John's Children's Hos-
pital & County Market.   
We hope to see you at Family Fun Day on 5/4/13!!! 



Visit us online  www.EPNIA.com 

facebook.com/pages/Enos-Park-Neighborhood-Improvement-Association-EPNIA/ 

2013 EPNIA Officers 
Steve Combs, President ........................................ 494-6668 
Michelle Higginbotham, Vice President ............... 553-4629 
Linda Maier, Treasurer ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 
Diane Combs, Secretary ....................................... 494-6658 
Chris Becker, Director ................................. (408) 882-7658 
Dennis Chrans, Director ....................................... 544-1464 
Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 
Jack Kriel, Director ................... (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 
Cynthia Mehl, Director ......................................... 753-2680 
Rick Mehl, Director .............................................. 753-2680 
Dennis Musser, Director ....................................... 528-7106 
Dawn Mobley, Director ........................................ 801-0751 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director ...................... 522-9381 
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Clean Up Green Up Project Application 
 
Name________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you a homeowner?__________  How long at current address?_______________ 
 
Are you a current EPNIA member? ___________ 
 
Phone_________________________   Email_________________________________ 
 
What type of project do you plan to complete?________________________________ 
 
Estimated total cost of project___________   Start Date________    End Date________ 
 
Would you like to receive a coupon for discounts on paint from Sherwin Williams? 
 
Would you like to receive assistance in applying for a sales tax exemption letter for the purchase of 
materials? 
 Return completed application to Steve Combs, 821 N. Fifth St. or email to ste-ven_combs_592@comcast.net 

mailto:steven_combs_592@comcast.net�
mailto:steven_combs_592@comcast.net�
mailto:steven_combs_592@comcast.net�
mailto:steven_combs_592@comcast.net�
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Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 
samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or  

915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

As I drove home very late on the Monday night after 
our big spring snow, I felt like I was in Frank Sinatra's 
city that never sleeps. Our downtown streets were abuzz 
with Public Works trucks working together like a finely 
tuned orchestra… some trucks picking up the snow and 
then depositing it in other trucks, which hauled the 
snow away.  

The last big snow in February 2011 was 11.4 inches.  I 
remember it well because I was running for reelection 
and spent many days walking through it knocking on 
doors.  For that one I got numerous constituent requests 
asking to get their block plowed.  This time we got 18.5 
inches and the snow was cleared much quicker in a very 
methodical operation.  I received no complaints and 
only one call for service.  

This was the city's first chance to use our new Auto-
matic Vehicle Location System, which electronically 
tracks where the snow plows are and have been.  Ap-
parently it worked!  Kudos to Public Works Director 
Mark Mahoney and his around-the-clock hard working 
staff for the tremendous job of digging us out of our 
record high spring snow. 

A mistake isn't such a bad thing if you take corrective 
action to prevent it from happening again.  That's the 
idea behind the ordinance Ald. Doris Turner (3) and I 
sponsored to require the Office of Management and 
Budget to produce a fiscal note for each proposed ordi-
nance that has a financial impact.  The note would have 
to be produced prior to the ordinance's consideration by 
the Committee of the Whole.   

The mistake was that when the City Council voted on 
reducing the onerous tow fee from $500 to $250 for 
first time offenders, no one told the Council about its 
fiscal impact.  After the Council passed the ordinance 
the Director of the Office of Management & Budget 
told us the City would take in $250,000 less in tow fees 
because of the reduction.  Obviously, that was informa-
tion the Council should have had before it voted.   If our 
proposed ordinance passes, it will insure that in the fu-
ture we get this important financial information before 
we vote. 

Living in Springfield, where State government is a lar-
ger percentage of our local economy than anywhere 

else, we know better than most the dire financial straits 
of our State government.  Nevertheless, it is not right 
for the State to try to fix its financial problems by rob-
bing from municipalities like Springfield.  But that's the 
latest idea floating around the Capitol.  

When the state income tax was enacted in the 1960s, 
cities gave up the power to levy a local income tax in 
exchange for a certain percentage of state income tax 
revenues.  Ever since state law has provided that a cer-
tain percentage of income tax revenues would be dis-
tributed to local governments.  As income tax revenues 
grew, so did the amount that local governments got.  
Now the Governor and others at the Capitol are propos-
ing that the amount of income tax revenue going to lo-
cal governments be capped at the dollar amount in fis-
cal 2012.  This would result in a loss to Springfield of 
$1.35 million the first year and greater losses in subse-
quent years, as income tax revenues grew, but the 
amount local governments got remained stagnant.   

I sponsored a resolution, urging the Governor and legis-
lature not to adopt this unfair plan. The Committee of 
the Whole unanimously sent it to the full Council for a 
vote.   

More good news from our new County Market: Store 
Manager Tom Moore told me the new store has gotten 
so much business, the store had to hire 13 more workers 
then they planned, bringing the total workforce 123, one
-third of them full time.  

Don't forget to vote Tuesday, April 9th.  This is an im-
portant election for School Board, Park Board, Capital 
Township Trustee, PCCC Board, and LLCC Board.  

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

http://us.mc431.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=samcahnman@yahoo.com�
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Most of March gave us temperatures below average. 
With luck April temps and rainfall will be near normal. 
Last year’s gardening was difficult for everyone in Cen-
tral Illinois. Horrendous heat and a severe lack of rain 
forced us into severe drought conditions which led to 
mandated water restrictions, which did just that — re-
stricted, by law, the amount of water we could give our 
plantings. Many suffered. Many died. The restrictions 
have been lifted and if there aren’t drought conditions 
again this year, we can try to undo the damage caused 
by Mother Nature. Nurse back to health what you can 
and replace what you must. 
It’s good to see Spring arrive — and with it, many gar-
dening chores: 
DIG - whenever the soil moisture permits. If you 
planted a cover crop last fall, now is the time to turn it 
under. 
HOUSEPLANTS - Wait until mid or late May to bring 
them outdoors. They get cold-damaged if night tem-
peratures drop below 50 degrees. Fertilize them lightly 
as they begin active growth. 
CLEANUP - all you can, when you can: the lawn, gar-
dens, garage, patio furniture, garden tools, etc. Have the 
lawnmower serviced and ready to go. 
PLANT - potatoes and strawberries can be planted this 
month. Pansies and other cool season annuals may be 
planted as soon as they become available. Plant grass 
seed until April 15th. We may lay sod any time during 
the growing season. Plant seeds of radish, carrot, beet, 
chard, kale, kohlrabi, lettuce, greens, onions, peas, spin-
ach and turnips this month. Plant transplants of broccoli, 
cauliflower, Brussels sprouts and cabbage now. 
SPRING BULBS - Fertilize with ½ cup 5-10-5 fertilizer 
per bulb or group of bulbs. Leave the foliage to die back 
naturally, even though it’s unsightly. It can be removed 
when nearly completely dead (usually by June). Valu-
able nutrients (sugars and starches) in the leaves and 
stems go back down into the bulbs as leaves die, provid-
ing necessary energy for good bloom next spring. 
ROSES - uncover and prune them this month. Wait un-
til May for their first feeding. 
FEED - perennial beds with 10-10-10, vegetable beds 
with 5-10-5. Do not feed newly planted trees and shrubs 
their first year, but do use root stimulator when you 
plant them. Established trees and shrubs should be fed 
now if they weren’t fed last fall. Fertilize fruit trees 
now. 
PRUNE - autumn blooming clematis now (the small 
flowered, sweet smelling white one). Trim it back as 

drastically as you want. Thin raspberries now and cut 
back ornamental grasses if you haven’t yet. 
PERENNIALS - may be transplanted and divided now 
excepting oriental poppies, peonies, or bearded iris—
wait until they’re done blooming to disturb them. 
LAWNS - set your mower’s height to 2 or 3 inches. 
Cutting grass any lower than that will not encourage the 
deep root growth essential to withstand the stress of our 
hot, dry summers. I don’t recommend fertilizing in the 
spring unless you plan to water and feed on a regular 
basis feeding 3 or 4 times a year. If you just want your 
lawn to “get by” fertilize in September only. If you’d 
like a nicer quality lawn, feed in May, September and 
November. The choice is yours — more food means a 
better lawn and, of course, more watering and mowing. 
Seed bare patches or over-seed your lawn by the 15th of 
this month. Be sure to use a “starter fertilizer” for lawns 
and pay close attention to watering for the following 
eight weeks. Due to the very early warm weather, the 
window for applying pre-emergent crabgrass control 
came and went in March. Crabgrass has germinated by 
now and a pre-emergent control will do no good. 
WEED - anytime you can, especially now that they’re 
young and tender. 
COMPOST - apply compost or organic matter while 
digging. Work it in well. Start a new compost pile with 
the refuse from your spring cleanup. 
MULCH - as often as needed, paying special attention 
to new plantings and seedlings. 
HARVEST - asparagus and rhubarb. Remove flower 
stalks from rhubarb as they appear for more leaf (stem) 
production. 
TRY - something new this year, a plant you haven’t 
grown before, a gardening method you haven’t tried yet, 
different accessories in the garden or a different colored 
flower for the front bed or windowbox. 
ENJOY! 

I n  T h e  G a r d e n  
By Jerry Blackburn 

Jerry Blackburn has been a garden designer for 35 years. 
He recently retired from the business of gardening and in-
stalling perennial beds and borders. He was employed at 
Washington Park Botanical Gardens for 11 years. 

At Qik-n-EZ we're more than just a  
convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 
everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  
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Report Nuisance Issues  
Call 787-ENOS 

 

“Some dates we remember whether we want to or not. 
December 7th. September 11th. But there are also some 
of those on our personal calendars and one of mine in 
April 28, 2009. 

Now, there are worse fates: the grim-faced police offi-
cer at the door in the wee hours of morning, the pair of 
soldiers coming up the walkway. Mine happened to be 
a telephone ringing at the end of a work day because 
that’s when doctors call with bad news about test re-
sults. A diagnosis of ovarian cancer set off a sudden 
plunge into a new world. I can’t claim that it was unex-
pected since I’d spent years telling doctors that it felt 
like someone was jabbing knitting needles into my 
ovaries. I had asked for a CA-125 test but was told that 
it’s a poor screening tool for most people. As it hap-
pens, it’s very accurate for me, but hey, who knew?  

Long-time readers will recall that four years ago I an-
nounced what was going on and how we would all pro-
ceed with it—with the firm expectation that it was a 
disease, not a disaster. That’s turned out to be true. I 
owe a lot to people who have prayed for me and ex-
pressed support because that’s made a huge difference. 
There simply isn’t enough good that I can say about 
my husband Kevin and how he’s supported me through 
the inevitable ups and downs of treatment. My gyneco-
logical oncologist, Dr. John Shaffer, recently retired 
and he and the rest of my care team have kept my body 
and soul together. 

Currently I’m in maintenance chemo, a 70% dose of a 
single drug given once a month. Side effects are mini-
mal and I’ve resumed utterly normal things such as 
gaining five pounds over the holidays, having to pluck 
out chin hairs and fighting the occasional blemish. Un-
der my wig there are white strands peeking out that 
will soon need to be dyed. People never tire of telling 
me how much nicer my wig looks than my real hair but 
they’ll soon be seeing it anyway! I’m in the STAR pro-
gram (Survivorship Training and Rehab) to restore 
strength and stamina. The pool therapy is wonderful. 
It’s a delight to be able to walk without crutches in the 
water. 

It is with great regret that I scan the SJ-R obituaries 
and see how many people, male and female, succumb 
to cells that have gone wrong. Treatment is not easy 
and there’s so much room for improvement— we are 
using a meat axe approach that may look as crude later 

as the tools for bleeding patients do now in the SIU 
School of Medical displays. I follow news about devel-
opments in cancer care and there are some very prom-
ising things coming down the pike. Reprogramming T-
cells, adding nanoparticals that target only rogue 
cells…well, who knows what the answer will be but it 
won’t come a moment too soon compared to cutting, 
cauterizing, and chemo. 

A friend in California recently let me know that she’s 
joined the club that no one wants to belong to. I sug-
gested to her the two books that meant the most to me 
on this journey, Remarkable Recovery about patients 
who far outlived their prognoses, and Anticancer, A 
New Way of Life. It tells about how to prevent, treat, 
and avoid recurrences of cancer through common 
sense nutrition, exercise, sleep, and stress reduction to 
improve resistance. Both authors point out how essen-
tial social bonds are. Family, friends, co-workers, 
church members, and community members (such as 
EPNIA colleagues!) all can extend life spans. 

As a report pointed out, “There are more cancer survi-
vors in the workplace than ever before and that’s great 
news. Thanks to medical advancements, the vast ma-
jority of the 14 million survivors today return to work, 
and their numbers are growing.” It has not escaped me 
that cancer and career are such similar words. My field 
is career development, helping people figure out how 
to apply their talents to live more fully. Similarly, four 
years into survivorship it’s my turn to offer a hand to 
people just being diagnosed and let them know that it 
is often possible to not just survive but thrive. I par-
ticularly like the phrase, “Make damn sure cancer 
gives you more than it takes from you.” I’m delighted 
with each moment in a deeper way than I could’ve 
imagined and profoundly grateful for the good people 
in Enos Park. 
 
 

No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted. 
Aesop  

 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 

Look for At Home in the Park: Loving a Neighborhood 
Back to Life at Amazon.com or bn.com. Lola's collec-
tion of columns is about Springfield in general and 
Enos Park in particular.  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/aesop109734.html�
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/a/aesop.html�
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