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Imagine a neighborhood immediately 
north of downtown, covering 36 square 
blocks. The housing stock is primarily 
turn of the century, and while some 
long-time homeowners remain in the 
neighborhood and others have renovated 
historic properties, the area is dominated 
by low-income rental housing and 
blighted structures. Although housing is 
affordable, Realtors have a hard time 
convincing new homeowners to move to 
the neighborhood because of negative 
public perceptions and stereotypes. New 
construction is non-existent, and when 
the city does finally demolish a boarded 
property it becomes a vacant lot full of 
weeds and garbage, which further       
reduces the chances of attracting new 
homeowners to the area. 
 
In 2000, this was Fall Creek Place in 
Indianapolis, IN, a once-vibrant 
neighborhood that had become known as 
“Dodge City” because of the high crime 
rate. Over the next 10 years, Mansur 
Real Estate Services partnered with the 
City of Indianapolis to redevelop the 
neighborhood in four phases. Today, the 
neighborhood has new infrastructure, 
new parks, new construction, and most 
importantly- new homeowners! The    
vacant lots have been filled with homes 
constructed by private developers, who 
agree to meet design standards to ensure 
the new construction blends with the 
existing neighborhood. The boarded 

properties have been renovated and sold 
to homebuyers who appreciate historic 
homes and can now afford one of their 
own. The homes sold range in price 
from $100,000 to nearly $400,000, 
which is a price range unlikely to be 
found in any other neighborhood, but in 
keeping with the vision of a mixed-
income neighborhood. Ten percent of 
the housing stock is set aside for rental, 
so there is literally something for every-
one in Fall Creek.  
 
Fall Creek has won national awards for 
excellence in planning, design, and    
community development but it is just 
one of many urban revitalization projects 
and neighborhood plans that have been 
undertaken by Mansur Real Estate      
Services. Since March of last year, when 
a representative from Mansur gave the 
keynote presentation at the Housing 
Summit held in downtown Springfield, 
representatives from the EPNIA have 
been talking to Mansur about creating a 
master plan for Enos Park. Last summer, 
nine members from the EPNIA board of 
directors traveled to Indianapolis to 
spend the day touring Fall Creek Place 
as well as another project that was just 
getting underway. There have also been 
multiple meetings with various depart-
ments from the City of Springfield to 
insure that the City is also committed to 
and excited about this partnership, which 

 

 See Master Plan Pg. 8 
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The City Council approved the use of Enos Park TIF 
funds to hire Mansur Real Estate Development       
Corporation to develop a Master Plan for the revitali-
zation of Enos Park. 
 
Mansur has won 8 National Awards with 30 urban 
development projects designed to revitalize blighted 
neighborhoods. 
 
Mansur's research will begin in March and Enos 
Park's master plan is expected to take 6 months to 
finish. 
 
Property owners and residents will be interviewed as 
to their concerns about the properties and conditions 
in the neighborhood as well as what they would like 
to see for the future of Enos Park. 
 
A major part of the Master Plan will be the building 
of a coalition of financial institutions, real estate 
agencies, contractors and developers, city officials, 
and neighborhood residents. 
 
The Master Plan will also establish a time line for 
different phases of the development. 
 
Representatives of Mansur will be at the Tuesday, 
March 9th, EPNIA membership meeting in the Dove 
Center, Prairie Heart Institute (first floor), 619 Mason 
St. 

D i d  Y o u  K n o w ?  
By Steve Combs, President EPNIA 

What an Opportunity 
If You’re Looking … 
There may be other properties for 
rent or sale.  We invite property 
owners to use this feature.  This 
listing will be on our website at 
www.epnia.com.   

 
This feature is free to the public.   

 
Call 522-9381 to list your property. 

 
Business Space Available in Enos Park 
1181 N 4th St. - 523-5162 
611 N 6th St. - 544-4002 
614 N 6th St. - 241-0202 
1123 N 8th St. - 899-9662 (tavern) 
701 N 9th St. - 553-7022 or 547-6650 
800 blk N 9th - 899-470 or 525-2112 (1.95 acres) 
802 N 9th St. - 547-6650 or 533-7022 
1135 N 9th St. - 726-0600 
726 E North Grand - 622-4919 or 525-2112 
825 E Carpenter - 753-2121 
716 E Enos - 725-4226 (tavern) 
700 E Miller - 494-6468 or 787-7215 
Houses for Rent in Enos Park 
717 N 5th St. - 544-1459 
Apartments for Rent in Enos Park 
1126 N 4th St. - 899-7470 
631-639 N 6th St. - 523-3239 
918 N 6th St. - 827-0014 
Houses/ Lots Available in Enos Park 
1009 N 4th St. - 899-9097 or 787-7215 
925 N 5th St. - 638-1920 
918 N 6th St. - 787-7215 
923 N 6th St. - 971-9138 
700 E Miller - 494-6468 or 787-7215 
804 N 7th St. - 726-3261 or 547-6655 
810 N 7th St. - 899-1153 or 547-6655 
820 N 7th St. - 899-1153 or 547-6655 
841 N 7th St. - 787-7215 or 415-0191 
843 N 7th St. - 787-7215 or 415-0191 
911 N 7th St. - 971-9138 
1109-11091/2 N 7th St. - 622-5669 or 547-6655 
1117 N 7th St. - 652-6510 or 787-7215 (vacant lot) 
1120 N 7th St. - 341-4924 
719 N 8th St. - 638-7374 
824 N 8th St. - 787-7215 
843 N 8th St. - 638-0719 
913 N 8th St. - 414-3436 or 547-6655 
915 N 8th St. - 414-3436 or 547-6655 
1101 N 8th St. - 341-3577 or 787-7000 
 



In the Neighborhood 
By Officer Ryan Irwin 
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Over the past couple of months I have had several 
different people ask me about solicitors and telemar-
keting schemes.  There have been callers claiming to 
be collecting donations for everyone from police    
officers to the disabled.  I have been asked how      
people can determine if these are legitimate people 
calling.  I don’t know of any one fool proof way of 
determining the legitimacy of these calls.  Be           
suspicious of all   solicitors.  Here are some tips for 
dealing with telemarketing fraud. 
 
Be suspicious if the caller: 
• Says you just won a prize and needs you to send 

money first or asks for bank account information. 
• Says they are a police officer, or fire fighter who 

will help you for a fee. 
• Says you have to act right away. 
• Says they can have someone pick up a cash pay-

ment from your home. 
• Says you have to attend a sales meeting. 
• Says they are calling you from the Security and 

Fraud Department of your credit card company 
and asks you for the 3-digit security number on 
the back of your card. 

• Says you need to call a pay-per-call 900 number. 
 
If you are unsure if the person calling is legitimate, 
don’t give your checking account, social security 
number, or credit card information.  If you are unsure, 
just hang up.  If it is a charity calling you that you 
would like to donate to, you can always ask them to 
send you written information about its programs and 
investigate it further before making any kind of      
commitments.  Don’t be fooled by a person with a 
kind voice on the phone.  
  
 

Remember to always report suspicious activity!      
Police Emergency dial 911                                       

Police Non-Emergency 788-8311 

The Mid-Illinois Medical District Commission met 
February 18, 2010, for the Annual Meeting, followed 
by the regular monthly meeting. All the same officers 
were re-elected for the coming year. 
 
By-Laws were gone over for several minor corrections. 
They will continue to be studied by each Commissioner 
with the goal to get them finally corrected. 
 
 Treasurer Amanda Cagwin was absent but the budget 
was gone over briefly. This is the grant money from the 
HIE grant to carry out the nursing program. So far, this 
is all the funds that have been received. Rumor is that 
Rep. Schock has included money for the MIMD. Time 
will tell if that actually happens. 
 
The annual meeting was very brief. Then followed the 
regular monthly meeting with a report by Mikal Sutton-
Vereen, the person named to fill the vacancy left by 
Jennie Collings. She gave samples of current advertis-
ing being used to promote the contest for any medical 
idea. There are monetary awards for these ideas. 
 
A brief mention was made regarding gateway signage 
but no decisions have been made. The current contro-
versy is over who will be responsible for maintenance, 
once the sign or signs are installed. 
 
The Rail Relocation Study is ongoing. A campaign has 
been introduced to explain the details of the study to 
the public. The study being conducted by Hanson     
Emgineers, is being funded by IDOT and will be      
directed by the City and County. They expect the study 
to be completed by the spring of 2011. An extensive 
public involvement program will be integral to the 
study, offering numerous opportunities for citizens to 
provide input and stay informed. 
 
The next meeting will be March 18 at 5 p.m. at the 
Capital City Center at 130 W. Mason. The public is 
invited. 

M e d i c a l  D i s t r i c t  
C o m m i s s i o n  R e p o r t  

J C ANTIQUES 
Inside Watt Bros. Pharmacy - 9th and North Grand East 

 

Furniture  •  Collectibles  •  Antiques 
 

9:00-5:00 Mon - Sat               217-522-0222  
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There may be a lot of disagree-
ment at City Hall, but there was 
unanimity on one thing--all the 
city employee unions rejected 
Mayor Tim Davlin's proposed 
concessions.  The 12 furlough 
days and reducing pay raises 
from 3-1/2 to 1/2 percent were 
designed to avoid 122 layoffs, 
including 21 police officers, 20 
firefighters and 54 CWLP 
workers.   
 
But the unions weren't just a 
party of NO.  They made a     
s i g n i f i c a n t  c o u n t e r p r o -
posal.  They offered to postpone 
their contracted for 2-step pay 
raise scheduled for March and 
September 2010 to February 
2011.  This would have resulted 

in a savings of about $1.5      
million, enough to save some, 
but not all the layoffs.  
  
 The police union contacted me 
and urged my support of their 
counteroffer, which would have 
saved 8 of their 21 scheduled 
layoffs.  I also talked to the fire-
fighters union, which informed 
me that the counteroffer would 
save 8 of their 20 scheduled 
layoffs.   
 
 I was pleased that the unions 
had made a constructive coun-
teroffer, but the Mayor wasn't 
buying it, at least at first.  That's 
when I decided to sit down and 
write a joint letter to the Mayor 
and the union leaders.  I urged 

the Mayor to accept the unions' 
counteroffer even if it would 
only avoid some, but not all the 
anticipated layoffs.  I also urged 
the unions to offer additional 
concessions, such as some     
furlough days or postponing the 
pay raises even further to yield 
enough savings to avoid all    
layoffs.   
 
 Later the Mayor and unions 
met and hammered out a 20 
point Memorandum Of Under-
standing (MOU), the main     
features of which are postpon-
ing the pay raises, taking 6    
furlough days and avoiding all 
layoffs for at  least 6 
months.  This still has to be    
approved by a vote of each    
union.  But unlike the Mayor's 
original plan, which was        
dictated by him, the 20 point 
MOU was  negotiated by  union 

See View Pg. 7  

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

 Killing the golden goose! 
 
While having lunch the other 
day in a small town café (ours 
closed) I was listening to our 
State Representative talk to a 
man at the table that used to be 
a plumber but decided he would 
be better off financially in a 
state job as a “stationary engi-
neer” and was talking about the 
shape of our corrupt state      
government.  A fellow from 
another table walked over and 
blasted the politician as being 
crooked since he has done noth-
ing in two terms but get his wife 
a state job at $135,000 annual 
salary teaching people how to 
run for school board offices.  
The politician was silent and the 
man walked away with the ex-

plumber saying “some people 
are hard to get along with.” 
 
As we all know each other, I 
asked the politician why he 
doesn’t just stand up in the state 
house and say there are just too 
many people who make their 
entire living off of other        
people’s taxes and there are    
getting to be too few legitimate 
people to pay these taxes?  He 
replied, “Because it’s political 
suicide.”   He usually runs     
unopposed. 
 
Today I drove thru downtown 
and noticed the INB building, 
once vacant, is now home to 
several phony state offices, 
(hence the drapes over the     
windows, smokers out front), as 

well as the Meyers building, 
Sears building, Centrum build-
ing, Bressmers building, most 
of downtown, and it became 
evident to me that Springfield is 
beginning to look just like most 
small towns that no longer have 
honest tax paying commerce 
and are falling into ruin.  Since 
my votes never count in these 
rigged elections, I have begun 
to pray to my creator to         
intervene somehow before the 
parasites kill off the host.   
 
The author has completed over 
twenty-two whole house renova-
tions in Central Illinois, some of 
them in the Enos Park area, and 
two projects have made it to 
The National Register of       
Historic Places earning him a 
place in National Register’s 
Who’s Who in Executives & 
Professionals. 

L i v i n g  w i t h  C h a r a c t e r  
By K.J. Knox 
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Ahhh, Spring. It’s almost here. By the end of March it 
will feel like it. This month will bring blooms of    
Forsythia, Witchazel, early perennials, early tulips 
and Daffodils, Crocus and fruit trees. Spring is the 
busiest season for gardeners. There is much to do. 
 
Here are some ideas: 
 
HOUSEPLANTS - Wait until mid or late May to 
bring them outdoors. They sustain damage if night 
temperatures are below 50°. 
 
CLEANUP - All you can, when you can; the lawn, 
gardens, garage, patio furniture, garden tools and 
equipment, etc. Have the lawnmower serviced and 
ready to go. 
  
PLANT - trees, shrubs and perennials as soon as 
they’re available and the ground is ready to work. 
Annuals should be bought and planted in April and 
May. Grass seed is best sown between March 15th and 
April 15th for the best chance of long-term success. 
Move or divide perennials now that bloom after June. 
Plants that bloom in spring should be moved after 
bloom. Peas may be planted around March 15th. 
 
ROSES - should not be uncovered, watered or pruned 
until April. They are not fed until May. 
 
LAWNS - may be fed now if you water and feed on a 
regular schedule, otherwise wait until May to feed. 
 
WEED - anytime you can. Remove them while 
young and tender, before they mature and set seed. 
 
DIG - as soon as the soil is ready. It should never be 
worked when it’s too wet. Healthy soil contains air, 
which roots must have. Working wet soil drives the 
air out. If more than a small amount of soil clings to 
your garden fork or spade, it’s too wet to work. Wait 
until it dries out some. 
 
COMPOST - If your compost is ready it can be 
worked into planting beds or used as a mulch or     
topdressing. Start new compost with the refuse from 
your spring cleanup. 
 
MULCH - flower and vegetable beds, trees and 

shrubs to help retain water and reduce weeds. 
 
PRUNE - spring flowering shrubs after they bloom. 
Maintenance pruning of trees and shrubs may be done 
any time of year. Maintenance pruning is the removal 
of any dead, diseased, damaged or awkward/abnormal 
growing branches. 
 
WATER - when your plants need it. We have plenty 
of rainfall in March, but we also have very dry spells 
in between rains. If perennials or bulbs are drooping, 
it might not be the cold; they might be dry. Check 
them to see. 
 
SEED STARTING - is not as difficult as many think. 
The most important cultural rules are: use sterilized 
commercial seed-starting soil. Don’t overwater. Heat 
is needed for germination (75°-80°). Once sprouted 
they must be grown in a bright, cool place (an un-
heated spare room at 60° with plenty of light is best). 
 
Do what you can, when you can. Remember, what is 
not done in March can be finished in April.  
 

Master Gardeners are available to research and       
answer any horticultural question you may have. To 
speak with one, call the University of Illinois Exten-
sion Service at 782-4617 or Fax 524-6662 or online at 
www.extension.uiuc.edu/sangamonmenard. 

Jerry Blackburn has been a garden designer for 30 
years. He designs, installs, maintains and renovates 
perennial beds and borders. He was employed at 
Washington Park Botanical Gardens for 11 years. 

I n  T h e  G a r d e n  
By Jerry Blackburn 
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Free Family Health History Tool  
 
Let’s see, I think Aunt Sadie had cancer, but I don’t 
know what kind of cancer she had. Uncle John had a 
heart attack when he was in his 50s – or was it a 
stroke? Did grandpa have diabetes? And I think my 
dad had high cholesterol, or maybe it was high blood         
pressure…I don’t remember which. 
 
Ever have difficulty filling out your family health    
history at the doctor’s office? It can be confusing to 
keep straight all the stories you may have heard, and 
even more difficult to know about things your family 
may have never openly   discussed.  
 
As knowledge increases about the role of genetics in      
disease processes, finding out as much as you can 
about your family health history may be important not 
only to you but for your children and future genera-
tions. Sometimes a family pattern of susceptibility to 
a disease isn’t noticeable until you begin to track and 
write it all down. One way to do this is through a free 
online tool provided by the Surgeon General and the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  
  
“ M y  F a m i l y  H e a l t h  P o r t r a i t 
(www.familyhistory.hhs.gov) provides a place for you 
to record health information about your blood        
relatives, creating a customized family tree for your 
personal use. You can print out copies to share with 

your family. You may also take copies to your doctors 
to help them provide more informed care to you. A 
family history can identify areas of increased risk and 
help you be aware of the possible need for screenings 
for cancer, heart disease or other conditions. It may 
also make you more alert to early warning signs for 
certain illnesses.  
 
The Web site is convenient, fairly easy to navigate 
and it typically takes only 15-20 minutes to fill out 
your history. If you have a large family, it may take a 
bit longer. If you need to update your records, you can 
do that. For privacy, you download your family infor-
mation to your own computer. It is not stored online 
at the Web site. Privacy suggestions are provided if 
you want to share your information with family   
members.  
 
If you have never compiled your family health         
history, start by filling out what you know. Then sit 
down and have some important conversations with 
your parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles or       
siblings to complete the missing pieces. You might be 
surprised by what you learn. And your relatives may 
well want to use what you discover as a starting point 
to create their own healthy history record.  
 

For more information go online to 
www.familyhistory.hhs.gov. 

C o m m u n i t y  
H e a l t h  C o r n e r  
By Memorial Medical Center 

The Enos Park Banner 
 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement 
Association, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 
8th St.  Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first 
Tuesday of each month.  To contribute an article, idea or 
p l ace  an  ad ,  ca l l  522 -9381  o r  e -ma i l 
m.piland@sbcglobal.net or fax 522-3060.  The deadline for 
copy is the 20th.   
Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

2010 EPNIA Officers 
Steve Combs, president …………..…. 494-6668 
Michelle Higginbotham, vice pres. …..553-4629 
Diane Combs, secretary …..………… 494-6658 
Fletcher Farrar, treasurer ……………. 523-2801 
Bryan Allen, director ……………..…. 416-5294 
Dennis Chrans, director ……………..  544-1464 
Jack Kriel, director ………………….  546-5157 
Ed Kubiak, director …………………. 544-4113 
Linda Maier, director ………………..  547-5526 
Maureen Mulhall, director ………..…. 638-8175 
Dennis Musser, director …...………… 528-7106 
Cynthia Mehl, director ………………. 753-2680 
Rick Mehl, director ………………….. 753-2680 
Andy Anderson, advisory director ……528-9107 
Marilyn Piland, executive director …..   522-9381 
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View from Pg. 4 
 
leaders, so it stands a much better chance of          
passing.  As of this writing, two unions have already 
approved it.   
 
Kudos to the Mayor and our labor leaders for reach-
ing an agreement to save city jobs and spread the pain 
of our economic downturn evenly instead of concen-
trating  it on the unfortunate few, who would have 
been laid off.   
 
For some good news,  on my motion the City Coun-
cil's Committee of the Whole put on the consent 
agenda for our February 16th Council meeting the 
appropriation of $122,500 in Enos Park TIF (Tax     
Increment Finance) District funds for a study to land 
bank and redevelop blighted property in Enos Park. 
The appropriation then  passed the full Council    
unanimously February 16th.   
 
The funds will go to Mansur Real Estate, which did a 

fantastic job providing a similar  plan for the Fall 
Creek neighborhood of Indianapolis.  Like Enos Park, 
Fall Creek was an older, partially blighted neighbor-
hood close to the downtown.  Mansur also helped    
implement their plan.  Last year I was fortunate to 
accompany Steve Combs, Marilyn Piland, Michelle 
Higginbotham and others to Indianapolis to see first 
hand the good work Mansur had done 
there.  If Mansur does half as good a job in Enos Park, 
this is money well spent.   
 
With this expenditure, it is anticipated that $255,000 
will be left in our TIF at the end of Fiscal Year 2011 
on February 28, 2011.  Our TIF has another 10 years 
to go until December 15, 2020, when it is set to       
expire.   

 
Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 
samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or 915 
S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

NAME________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS_________________________ CITY____________________________ ZIP________ 
 

NEW_____ RENEWAL______ PHONE_____________ DATE_________________ 
 

       SIGNED______________________________________________ 
 

       E-MAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________ 
 
Send to:  Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association, Inc. 
   821 N 5th St. 
   Springfield, IL  62702      For more information, call 522-9381 
 

I want to be a part of the revitalization of Enos Park Neighborhood.  Here is my donation of $25 for 2010  
Membership, which entitles me to a copy of the Bylaws and voting privileges at the monthly meetings. 

 
 
 
This is the year Enos Park sets a course to return to a time when the neighborhood was known as the "Jewel of Spring-
field"! The road map to our glorious past will be developed over the next six months by Mansur Real Estate Development 
Corporation, a consulting and development firm out of Indianapolis, Indiana. Mansur is nationally recognized for its        
revitalization work with blighted neighborhoods. Check out their website (http://www.mresi.com/) for examples of their 
projects. We want you to be part of the forthcoming journey! Join with the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement        
Association as we head into an exciting and historic year.  The following are some of EPNIA's newest members: 
 
Michael Badger   Stacey Bishop   Wade Boyd   Chris Boyster 
 Mrs. Walter Brissenden   Maureen Mulhall    Raymond Poe     

Going Back Again in 2010 
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Master Plan from Pg. 1 
 
they are. We believe that this master plan for Enos 
Park can kick start redevelopment in other areas of 
town as well, and the same strategies for redeveloping 
blighted properties and attracting new construction to 
Enos Park can also be successfully utilized in other 
parts of the city. 
 
One of the main reasons that Enos Park is a logical 
starting point for a redevelopment project such as this 
is that we have already been laying the groundwork 
for several years now. We have been able to utilize 
TIF funds to pay for new sidewalks, new street lights 
and pedestrian lights, and planting 250 new trees in 
the boulevards. We worked with the Park District to 
completely revamp the park itself in 2008-2009, and 
we’ve worked with the Adopt a Street program and 
Public Works to keep the streets and alleys free of 
garbage. We have been actively pursuing slum lords 
who have boarded properties and code violations to 
try and move them through the system so they are 
either demolished or renovated in a more timely   
manner. But simply tearing down blighted properties 
and getting trash out of the neighborhood isn’t 
enough- we must also attract new construction and 
new homeowners to the neighborhood, and once 
again make Enos Park the “Jewel of Springfield.”  
 
Let’s be clear: there is no magic wand, and no easy 
way to do this. The neighborhood deteriorated over a 
number of years, and it will take years to restore it as 
well. But we have already taken so many steps in the 
right direction that we are close to the tipping point, 
and being able to retain professional expertise with a 
nationally known firm such as Mansur will enable us 
to take our redevelopment efforts to the next level. 
 
We are also so pleased that Mansur will be partnering 
with The Lakota Group, the same firm that is under-
taking the MacArthur Boulevard redevelopment 
study. The Lakota Group focuses on sustainable   
planning, urban design, landscape architecture, and 
historic preservation which makes their background 
very appropriate for working with Enos Park. 
 
Representatives from Mansur and Lakota will be in 
Springfield on Tuesday, March 9 to give a presenta-
tion at the EPNIA membership meeting, which has 
been moved to the Dove Center at Prairie Heart Insti-
tute, in anticipation of a larger attendance. We hope 

that you will come and meet them, since Mansur and 
Lakota will be spending a great deal of time over the 
next six months getting to know our neighborhood 
and talking to the current residents and stakeholders. 
It will not be a quick fix, it will not be an easy      
process, but in the end we believe that Enos Park will 
once again be the “Jewel of Springfield.” Ten years 
from now, we hope that people in Springfield and 
beyond will point to Enos Park as an example of what 
can be done to bring a neighborhood back to life. We 
hope you’ll join us for this exciting journey. 

Paint Brush Award 

Nomination 

 

There were no nominations for February! 
 

Each month it is possible to nominate a home for the Paint 
Brush Award.  Then in January, the Board selects the   
property among monthly nominees for the Golden Paint 
Brush Award.  Nominations are always welcome.  Please 
be on the lookout for outstanding homes in your area. 

 
Running for Office? 
Selling a Product? 

Want to Support Enos Park? 
 

 

1/8 page for $20 
3 issues for $50 

 

Call 522-9381 for more information 

PUT YOUR MESSAGE HERE 

 
For more information, check out the 
websites of the groups listed above: 

 
www.fallcreekplace.com – Fall Creek Place 

 
www.mresi.com – Mansur Real Estate Services 

 
www.thelakotagroup.com – The Lakota Group 



 MAKING PROGRESS 
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Below is an example of how Enos Park continues to move forward by converting the distressed and boarded 
properties in the neighborhood into renewed and revitalized homes that are inhabitable.  There are currently 
34 boarded properties that are in need of repairs.  Since Enos Park is a TIF district, buyers have incentives to 
purchase a property in the neighborhood that is in need of a little TLC. 
 
According to EPNIA President Steve Combs, “The renewed & revitalized homes bring a new energy to Enos 
Park.  Along with the Master Plan and lighting initiatives, progress is being made on a daily basis.  Enos Park 
is a great place to live and will continue to get better.” 

Property located at 
901 N 5th St. before 
the renovations.  It 
was boarded and in 
desperate need of 

repairs. 

Property located at 
901 N 5th St. after 
renovations.  The 
home is nearing 

completion and has 
been sold! 
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Do you often 
find yourself 
not answering 
the door or 
hiding when a 
person drops 
by at your 
h o u s e           
unannounced 
because you 
are ashamed 
by all of the 

mess? Do you feel embarrassed to invite someone 
over to your home because of the clutter that has         
accumulated and piled up so much? If you are like 
anyone I know, when you start to look all around at 
all the mess and clutter in your house, you feel        
exhausted and cannot find the needed energy to clean 
and clear it away. It just keeps on collecting dust and 
each time you stare at it, it makes you all the more 
tired and    listless and you do not even know how or 
where to start. 

Well, believe it or not, but the most powerful and   
effective change you could bring about in your life is 
to eradicate and get rid of all the clutter surrounding 
you. Most individuals have really no idea how much 
their clutter truly affects them. It’s only when you 
begin to clean it out of your system, you would then 
realize how much better you can feel without the    
burdened eyesore brought about by the mess. The 
thing is that energy is everywhere around us, every 
thing is energy, even all your material possessions 
and acquisitions, though they are just seemingly     
inanimate objects, all have energy.  

All our things and possessions are believed to hold 
our connections and memories in our life. In other 
words, if you have material things that you no longer 

use, need or want, they are tying and holding on to 
our energy, thereby creating and emitting inactivity in 
the energy of your atmosphere and surroundings. 
When disorder abounds all around you, it is becoming 
more and more impossible to think clearly about what 
you are doing in your life. However, you could think 
more with a clear mind and making important deci-
sions become easier when you clear all the clutter 
away.  

Most individuals who have disorder in their home,  
always feel tired. They say that they have no energy 
at all to start to clear it. Yet in fact, it is the stagnant 
energy that piles up and accumulates around the mess 
that actually causes lethargy. Finally clearing it frees 
and releases the energy at your house and gives off 
new and abundant mental and physical liveliness and 
aura in your body. If your thinking has a tendency to 
dwell in the past, you may get caught up in the ongo-
ing problems and difficulties in your life. Having your 
space full of unnecessary clutter leaves no room for 
anything or something new to welcome into your life. 

Clearing and getting rid of the clutter lets you deal 
with those problems and move onwards. You have to 
let go of the past to make a new and better future. 
People treat you the same way you also treat yourself. 
And if you value and look after yourself, you would 
also be treated well by other people. At the same time, 
being surrounded by clutter could also affect the way 
other individuals treat you. And if you let clutter  
stack up all around you, you might attract people 
whom you will be better off without. 

The author of this article Amy Twain is a Self Improvement 
Coach who has been successfully coaching and guiding 

clients for many years. Amy recently published a new home 
study course on how to boost your Self Esteem overnight. 

More info about this “Quick-Action Plan for A  More     
Confident You” is available at                                               

http://www.FabulousSelfEsteem.com. 

C l e a r i n g  t h e  C l u t t e r  
By Amy Twain 

Visit us online at www.EPNIA.com  



   

Recycling generally involves the processing of final 
products so that they become ready for another use. 
This method is becoming more and more relevant in 
the current scenario when waste management is the 
need of the hour. This is because of the fact that 
wastes of natural resources are taking place at an    
unprecedented growth. Therefore, recycling can be a 
quick fix solution to restrict the uncontrollable rate of 
wastage which is harming our ecological balance in a 
catastrophic way. That is why recycling is graded as  
one of the effective solutions to curb further wastage 
of natural resources.  

Recycling can be undertaken on various objects like 
paper, textiles, plastic, metal, glass and electronics. 
The main advantage of recycling is that they can be 
reused properly.  

There are numerous methods that can be taken as 
strong measures against global warming and ecologi-
cal imbalance. Some of these methods are mentioned 
below:  

• Paper recycling: Under paper recycling or eco      
recycling, paper products are recycled so that they 
can be used further. This recycling activity can 

help in avoiding deforestation of trees and plants.  
 
• E-waste recycling: E-waste recycling is          
basically non biodegradable products recycling 
that have finally reached its final end life. They 
include all the electronic products including     
laptops, computers, mobile phones and calcula-
tors. Most of them generally lie in junkyards of 
home completely unattended and finally added in 
the landfills. And recycling of these non biode-
gradable products help in reducing pollution level 
and on the other side, help largely in saving      
extractions of mineral resources. 

• Mineral recycling: This is another recycling phe-
nomenon being used to preserve natural      resources 
like lead, aluminum, and gold among others. Under 
this recycling process, smelting processes are used 
and therefore, minerals        refining is done so as to 
increase their utility. 

Recycling methods can bring a big difference in our 
environment as they help considerably in restricting 
the emission of greenhouse gases which are the main 
cause of global warming. So, use these processes and 
contribute towards world environment conservation 
so that future generations also become lucky to enjoy 
environment benefits to a great extent. 

W h y  R e c y c l e ?  
By Guna Seelan 
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It’s More than Coffee 
 
 
 

Beginning March 9, we are giving away 500 coffee journey cards, stop in weekly 
for our Bold Pick of the Day during our 8 week promotion and you’ll receive a 
FREE pound of coffee after completing your card.  Visit 3412 Freedom Dr. for 

your coffee & card.  And yes, you can get a $1.50 cup of coffee!   
217-787-0764 

Supplies are limited, hurry in.  One journey card per person.   
Card must be completed with all 8 stamps prior to receiving a Free pound of coffee. 

It’s our commitment to do things that are good to each other and the planet. From the way we buy our coffee, to minimizing our environmental 
footprint, to being involved in local communities. It’s doing things the way we always have. And it’s using our size for good. And because you 
support us, Starbucks™ Shared Planet™ is what you are a part of too.  
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(Lola is on vacation this month and sug-
gested a column from February 2005.)  
 
 “#%@!!” yelled Kevin, then repeated it several 
times, proving that he really had been a sailor in the 
Navy. Once again our standard poodles had awakened 
us in the small hours of the morning by leaping off 
the bed in a frenzy of barking. It didn’t take long to 
figure out what was aggravating them because soon 
the mice were bold enough to come out by day, too. 
I’d see a dark flash scurry from under the closet door 
and run along the baseboards. It was entirely too 
tempting: Nice clean water, abundant chow, dogs that 
had been bred to retrieve waterfowl, not to go after 
vermin---what more could a mouse ask?  
 
Eventually Fiona decided she wasn’t going to catch 
anything and that it wasn’t worth disturbing her own 
sleep. Finnegan followed her lead. I’d find myself 
awake at 2 a.m., listening to rodents crunching on the 
Iams chunks. Maybe they’ll just pack up and go 
away, I’d tell myself, then roll over to try to get in a 
few more hours’ rest. That was wishful thinking. A 
quick check in the closet showed they’d taken up   
residence. The droppings were bad enough but then 
they decided to make themselves comfortable in cozy 
nests with tufts torn from my red sweater. Nonethe-
less, when we found a live mouse in the dog food bin, 
Kevin trapped it in a plastic bowl and carried it out to 
the alley. I wonder now if he even beat it back into 
the house.  
 
 Then I discovered a book had been gnawed on. It was 
war. Take no prisoners.  
 
Poison was out of the question. Our vet, Dr. Paul 
McGowan, pointed out that mice have become ever 
more resistant to warfarin, but dogs have not. We 
tried the old-fashioned snap traps, lining them up on 
the baseboard route to the dog food. We were         
chagrined to find that the mice pushed them aside and 
pranced merrily on to dinner.  
 
“Get a cat,” some friends advised, but most of ours 
over the years had Garfield’s luck with mousing since 
they were well-fed and indolent. The exception was 
Gyre. He accidentally knocked a mouse off the     
computer desk and broke it. When he did catch a real, 

live rodent and consumed part of it, I was all in a 
panic---what if the bones perforated his intestines? 
Then I got a grip and realized they’d laugh them-
selves sick at the vet’s office if I took a cat in for    
eating a mouse.  
 
If I could have, I would’ve preferred to live trap the 
mice and make pets of them. I’d had some decades 
ago and I still miss Taffy, a white and brown mouse 
who liked to be held and stroked. She lived two years, 
long by mouse standards, but heartbreakingly short by 
mine. Enos Park’s own Jackie Jackson published a 
children’s book, The Orchestra Mice, that has clever 
little mousies who play Bach’s “Goldberg Variations” 
on a piano. I have to admit, none of mine, tame or 
wild, ever showed such talent. 
 
I was getting desperate. They were taking over. The 
new round traps are advertised as a way to instantly 
kill mice then dispose of them without seeing the   
carcasses. Finnegan ate the trap instead. I found it 
transformed into a pile of black plastic scraps on the 
bed. Then we tried a type that looks like oversized 
clothes pins that Kevin baited with peanut butter.    
Success! He took out a dozen mice, all told, and the 
crunching, gnawing and squeaking finally stopped. 
It’s been blissfully quiet. 
 
I’ll have to pull everything from the closet and clean 
extensively. If I’d acted sooner, maybe they wouldn’t 
have gotten into other rooms upstairs. Now those 
have to be scrubbed, too. Pets or pests? No matter 
how cute mice are individually with their little paws 
and twitchy noses, they’re vermin when they breed 
uncontrollably, carry diseases and destroy things. As 
for the smell---don’t get me started. 
 
If you’re tempted to complain about anything in Enos 
Park, remember that we always have choice about 
what we’re willing to put up with, and for how long. 
So whether it’s my closet, your house or our 
neighborhood, the simple truth is that small problems 
get bigger. Ignoring them doesn’t make them go 
away. It takes gritty, unglamorous effort to clean up 
the messes. Still, to paraphrase, it’s better to set a trap 
than to curse in the darkness. 

Lola Lucas is author of At Home in the Park: Loving a 
Neighborhood Back to Life about Springfield in general 

and Enos Park in particular. 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 
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