
Funding the Springfield Railroad Corridor Project (Alternative 2A) 
Fact Sheet 
 
Funding the IDOT recommendation of Alternative 2A will cost an estimated $315 million.  
While the cost of the project is large, it is attainable.  The main purpose of this fact sheet is to 
explain why and how this project is financially feasible and can become reality sooner than most 
people think.  Below are some facts about funding the project. 
 

• This is a multi-year project and does not require a onetime $315 million check.  The 
funding of the project will be broken down into several years and can be designed to be 
constructed in stages to accommodate yearly funding.  Even under a best case scenario, 
the project would take 6 years to complete.  Large projects often take longer due to 
complexities and funding streams.   

 
• There are many different pots of money that funding will come from.  This is a federal, 

state and local project and will have significant contributions from each.  Additionally the 
Illinois Commerce Commission and the various railroads capital funds will contribute to 
the project.  
 

• Federal funds come from multiple different sources.  IDOT has already committed to 
applying for $22 million out of the $500 million available nationally from the “Projects 
of Regional and National Significance” funding that was part of the recently passed 
transportation bill, MAP-21.  Additionally, the FRA’s Railroad Relocation Program can 
serve as a different source of funding to apply for as well as transportation funding that is 
created as part of future transportation bills. 
 

• IDOT has already committed $8.7 million for design.  IDOT will continue to be a partner 
in the funding of this project with different sources of funding within their own programs.  
Besides rail funding, highway funds can be used to design and construct the Jefferson and 
Madison Street underpasses. 

 
• The City of Springfield will also provide matching funding for the project.  While the city 

has committed $35 million to the project, it is not a one-time expense.  The Federal 
Department of Transportation is currently offering an attractive bonding program with a 
35 year payback with low interest rates. 
 

• Two other sources of funding are the Illinois Commerce Commission Grade Crossing 
Projecting Fund and each of the railroads involved in the project.  While Federal DOT, 
IDOT and the City of Springfield will contribute the majority of funds, these additional 
funds will play a substantial role in the project. 
 
 

As demonstrated above, a $315 million project is feasible when broken down into a multi-year 
plan with multiple sources of funding.  The project can be completed when made a priority by 
local, state and federal officials. 


