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With all of the publicity surrounding the 
Master Plan for Enos Park, many people are 
asking, “What’s the next step?”  Everyone is 
excited to have Phase 1 of the plan com-
plete, but we don’t want a plan that merely 
sits on a shelf.  We want a plan that trans-
lates into change we can see in our 
neighborhood. With that in mind, here is 
what will be taking place in the coming 
months to move the plan forward. 
 
1. Phase 2 of the Master Plan  – Our team 

of consultants, Mansur Real Estate 
from Indianapolis and Lakota Group 
from Chicago, will soon start on Phase 
2 of the Master Plan, which will focus 
on implementation of the strategies 
outlined in Phase 1. We have requested 
TIF funds to pay for the next portion of 
the plan and expect to receive final ap-
proval from the city council on May 
10th. We have already started meeting 
with local contractors to talk to them 
about their level of interest in either 
building new homes in Enos Park or 
rehabbing some of the existing housing 
stock. 

2. Clean Up/Green Up – We also want to 
encourage existing homeowners to im-
prove the appearance of their homes, 
particularly the exterior and landscap-
ing. Thanks to a generous private dona-
tion, we are able to offer matching 
grants, up to $500, to homeowners in 
Enos Park who undertake an exterior 
renovation project this year. We have 
several local businesses who are offer-
ing discounts on materials to partici-
pants. We will also continue to partici-
pate in the Adopt a Street program and 

work with the Park District to land-
scape the entryways into the neighbor-
hood. 

3. National Register Historic District - 
EPNIA plans to pursue this designation 
and has already met with the local His-
toric Sites Commission, where the idea 
was very well received. One of the 
main strengths of Enos Park is our rich 
history, which will be important as we 
seek to attract new homebuyers to a 
unique area. We would also like to 
strengthen our ties with Downtown 
Springfield, Inc. and the Convention & 
Visitors Bureau, perhaps by creating a 
historic walking tour or special events 
that highlight our role in the city’s his-
tory. 

4. Changes at the City Level – Mayor 
Elect Houston made it known, during 
his campaign, that he wanted to place a 
special emphasis on cleaning up 
blighted properties and addressing the 
issues of older neighborhoods. He is 
well aware of our Master Plan and has 
already taken a tour of Enos Park and 
expressed support for many of the con-
cepts we plan to move forward. Many 
of the recommendations in the Master 
Plan will require city council approval, 
such as zoning overlays and changing 
one way streets back to two way. Board 
members from EPNIA have already 
met with the current and incoming al-
dermen to establish relationships and 
make them aware of our plans. 

5. Strengthening Partnerships with District 
186 and Art Association – Both of these 
entities will play a critical role in imple-

Continued on page 3 
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What an Opportunity 
If You’re Looking … 
There may be other properties for rent 
or sale.  We invite property owners to 
use this feature.  This listing will be on 
our website at www.epnia.com.   

 

This feature is free to the public!  
Call 522-9381 to list your property. 

 

Business Space Available in Enos Park 
3rd & North Grand, 523-5050 ext. 730 vacant lots 
4th & Carpenter, 725-3402 vacant lots 
629 North 4th Street, 836-3387 vacant lot 
1181 North 4th Street, 523-5162 commercial 
6th & Enos Street, Ph. 436-2363 vacant lots  
611 North 6th Street, Ph. 544-4002 commercial 
614 North 6th Street, 241-0202 commercial for lease 
1123 North 8th Street, Ph. 525-2112 or 899-9662 tavern 
701 North 9th Street, Ph. 553-7022 or 547-6650 
800 blk. 9th Street, Ph. 899-8470 or 525-2112 (1.95 acres) 
802 North 9th Street, 547-6650 or 553-7022 commercial 
1135 North 9th Street, Ph. 726-0600 commercial 
725 East North Grand, Ph. 415-1127 commercial 
825 East Carpenter, Ph. 753-2121 commercial 
716 East Enos, Tavern, Ph. 725-4226 
700 East Miller, Ph. 494-6468 or 787-7215 
 

Houses for Rent in Enos Park 
1019 North 4th Street, Ph. 306-3510 
717 North 5th Street, Ph. 544-1459 
 

Apartments for Rent in Enos Park  
639 North 6th Street, Ph. 553-3239  
 

Houses/ Lots Available in Enos Park 
1004 North 3rd Street, Ph. 971-9138 
1123 North 3rd Street, Ph. 652-3959 or 787-7215 
1030 North 3rd Street, Ph. 652-6016 or 787-7215 
1151 North 3rd Street, 899-9097 or 787-7215 
904 North 4th Street, Ph. 306-1375 
928 North 4th Street, Ph. 391-3636 
1044 North 5th Street, Ph. 971-9138 
1050 North 5th Street, Ph. 971-9138 
1131 North 5th Street, Ph. 899-6606 
6th & Enos Street, Ph. 436-2363 vacant lots 
804 North 7th Street, Ph. 726-3261 or 547-6655 
1117 North 7th Street, 541-1308 vacant lot w/small bldg. 
1122 North 7th Street, Ph. 414-9709 or 787-7215 
824 North 8th Street, Ph. 523-1223 
925 North 8th Street, Ph. 816-6818 or 787-7000 
817 North 9th Street, Ph. 391-3636 
1005 North 9th Street, 544-4002, 2 vacant lots 

While most people know that Enos Park is a historic neighborhood, 
there are actually different categories related to historic properties, 
with important distinctions. 
 
A National Register Historic District is an honorary designation 
from the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency and the National 
Park Service, which can apply to all or part of a neighbor-
hood.  This designation places no restrictions on private property 
owners but it does institute a review process for any federally 
funded actions that will have a negative impact on the District (i.e. 
high speed rail).  To list the neighborhood in the National Register, 
boundaries have to be determined and a nomination prepared. The 
consultants have recommended the Fifth and Sixth Street corridors 
as the first area to consider for eligibility.  
 
A local historic district is a district designated by a local ordinance, 
which falls under the jurisdiction of a local historic preservation 
review commission. This type of local district is generally 
“overlaid” on the existing zoning classifications in a community 
and deals only with the appearance of the district, not with the uses 
of those properties. A local district is often created so that all build-
ings are held to the same standard when being altered or re-
paired.  This is like an insurance policy of sorts to ensure that a 
landlord next door can’t just slap vinyl siding on his rental house or 
glue a giant pressure-treated lumber staircase on the exterior. It 
enables owners to know that money they invest in their houses will 
not only benefit themselves but their neighbors, and that their 
neighbor’s improvements will positively affect their own property.   
 
There are no disadvantages to listing in the National Register, be-
cause private owners are still free to do whatever they want with 
their properties, including tear them down. However, a city land-
mark designation would require property owners within the district 
to submit to a mandatory design review process, administered by 
the Commission, for alterations and changes to property exteri-
ors.  Some people may find this an onerous restriction of their 
property rights while others may see it as a good way to protect the 
value of their building restorations from others who may signifi-
cantly alter their properties in a way that would be detrimental to 
the neighborhood's historic character.   
The National Register listing does make available the state prop-
erty tax assessment freeze (for owner-occupied housing) and the 
federal 20% income tax credit (for income-producing properties). 
With the national listing, you make available both incentives while 
not imposing any restrictions on the building stock.  The local des-
ignation makes available the state property tax assessment freeze 
but not the federal 20% tax credit.   
 
Currently, the plan is to pursue a National Register designation for 
selected areas of Enos Park, which would seem to offer the advan-
tages of recognition as a historic area without restrictions on pri-
vate property owners. We are currently seeking funding as part of 
Phase 2 of the Master Plan to apply for this designation.   
 
Thanks to Anthony Rubano with the Illinois Historic Preservation 
Agency and Nick Kalogeresis with The Lakota Group, who sup-
plied the information for this article.  

Did You Know 
By  Michelle Higginbotham,Vice- President EPNIA  



 

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  X X I ,  N u m b e r  5  

mentation of the Master Plan. The Art Association is 
already undertaking their own study regarding the need 
for a visual arts center in Springfield and possibly re-
working their property to create a “cultural campus.” 
EPNIA is working with the principal of McClernand 
Elementary School and the District 186 administrative 
staff to increase the role that the EPNIA can play in 
partnering with the neighborhood schools. Look for a 
new monthly column from Jennifer Gill, the principal 
at McClernand, which will keep us updated on activi-
ties at the school and how we can help. 

 
These are just a few of the MANY different projects that 
we are actively pursuing as we try to fit all the pieces to-
gether. It won’t happen overnight, but the changes in Enos 
Park are already taking place and we look forward to many 
more. 

What Next?! Continued from page 1 
 

Remember to always report suspicious activity!      
Police Emergency dial 911                            

Police Non-Emergency 788-8311 

Need Smoke Detectors? 
The congregation of Hope Church will be undertaking a 
number of service projects in the community the weekend 
of May 22-23. Hope has expressed an interest in partnering 
with EPNIA to identify residents who may be in need of 
smoke detectors, which the volunteers will provide and in-
stall free of charge.  
 
The detectors are being donated by the Springfield Fire De-
partment. If you would be interested in having smoke detec-
tors installed in your home, please contact Steve Combs at 
494-6668 before May 12 to be added to the list. Both rent-
ers and homeowners are eligible for this program. 

As we move into springtime our enrollment is soaring at McCler-
nand.  We recently tipped over the 300 mark, which includes Pre-
Kindergarten – 5th Grade.  We have two classes at each grade level 
this school year.  Any potential family wishing to tour the school is 
more than welcome to do so at anytime. Just call our main office 
line at 525-3247 or stop by the office between 8:00 – 4:00.  We will 
work with you to design a time that meets your needs. 
 
Meg Wheatley, a prominent writer about leadership, describes a 
“new science” of leadership in which the prevailing theme is that 
the whole is stronger that its parts if they are involved in dynamic 
interaction. Recently, I have had the opportunity to share in several 
networking opportunities with community partners and the Enos 
Park Association to not only share the good news occurring inside 
the schoolhouse doors, but also learn about and share the news of 
the improvement plans for our changing community.  McClernand 
is excited about the possibilities that exist to be one part of the 
change that will make our whole community stronger. 
 
A recent ceremony conducted by State Superintendent Chris Koch 
and Regional Superintendent Jeff Vose honored McClernand as a 
2010 Academic Improvement Award recipient. This award was 
achieved by making large gains over the past two school years.  The 
following scores made this possible: 
23% Growth in Math to have 77% of students meeting and exceed-
ing state standards. 
 
18% Growth in Reading to have 61.4% of students meeting and 
exceeding State Standards. 
We appreciated Steve Combs joining a team of teachers and parents 
as I received this great honor.  We will continue to strive for aca-
demic excellence, and also include opportunities for students to 
experience the fine arts and activities that support healthy minds 
and bodies. 
 
Jennifer Gill 
Principal 

McClernand Award 
 
Dr. Walter Milton, Superinten-
dent of Schools, and Jennifer 
Gill, Principal of McClernand 
Elementary School, hold a 
certificate of special merit 
awarded to McClernand Ele-
mentary by the State for out-
standing Academic Perform-
ance over the last two years. 
The McClernand students’ test 
scores have increased over 
15% for both math and reading 
during that time. The Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation is proud of the efforts of the McClernand Elementary teach-
ers and parents in creating a strong educational environment for 
their students and children.  

Star Power Corner 
News from McClernand Elementary 
Jennifer Gill, Principal 

Local business    Family owned     Reasonable rates 

Mowing, trimming, yard clean-up,  
snow removal & landscaping  

729 North 4th St., Springfield, IL  
217-816-6998  
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Thanks for reelecting me as your Alderman April 5th.  I am 
humbled by your vote of confidence, and will work hard to 
justify it.  I am impressed by the new Aldermen, Doris Turner, 
Cory Jobe and Joe McMenamin, all of whom have expressed a 
desire to help our older neighborhoods.  I am very optimistic 
about our new City Council, and new Mayor, Mike Hous-
ton!   Although turnout in Ward 5 increased from 15% in the 
primary to 25% April 5th, our Ward had the second lowest 
turnout, followed only by Ward 2 with 16%. The highest turn-
out Wards were 10 with 45% and 7 with 43%. Turnout is the 
percentage of registered voters who voted.  Because there are so 
many persons on the registered voters list, who no longer live at 
the address stated or  are dead, the actual turnout is higher than 
the numbers stated above.  In the older neighborhoods, there are 
more persons on the voters list who don't live here than in the 
newer areas, so our turnout figures are understated more than 
the rest of the city. Never-the-less, even if the gap in turnout 
between Wards 5 and 10 is 15% instead of 20%, it is still sig-
nificantly lower, and we need to work on getting our turnout up 
in future city elections. I thank my Ward 5 Alder-
manic opponent for putting his name on the ballot and giv-
ing voters a choice.  As Ryan and I can attest, running for Al-
derman is no walk in the park.  It is hard work.  Our democracy 
works best when there is robust competition for elected of-
fice.   Only 4 of Springfield's 10 wards had 2 or more candi-
dates on the ballot.  The highly competitive race in our Ward 
will make me a better Alderman.  I will also take this opportu-
nity to thank outgoing  Alderman Mark Mahoney  for the excel-
lent service he gave our older neighborhoods and our city as a 
whole.  Mark spearheaded the reform of our garbage ordinance, 
raised public consciousness on the need to rehab our infrastruc-
ture, and passed an ordinance to fund some of  the needed re-
pairs. His common sense approach will be sorely 
missed. Aldermen Debbie Cimarossa and Frank Kunz will also 
be missed.  Debbie was a level-headed Alderman, who 

could see the big picture.  Her votes often provided the margin 
of victory for progressive measures. Frank was a salt of the 
earth guy, who pulled no punches.  I expect McMenamin & 
Jobe to be as progressive or more so, as Cimarossa and Ma-
honey.  I expect Turner, with whom I served on the County 
Board, to be more progressive than Kunz. A thank you also 
to the two appointed Aldermen leaving the Council.  Dr. Thom 
Shannahan, a cancer specialist,  provided a critical analytical 
approach from a medical perspective. Tony Smarjesse made a 
conscientious effort to serve his Ward 9 constituents.    
------------------------------------------------------------       
Celebrate Earth Day & Arbor Day at the 19th Annual Earth 
Awareness Fair Saturday May 7th, 10 am. to 2 pm. for the first 
time at:  Erin's Pavilion at the new Southwind Park.  There will 
be activities, games & giveaways by more than 25 Springfield 
area organizations.  A little closer to home, but even more im-
portant to the environment will be the May 21st Glass Collec-
tion from 8 a m. to 12 noon at the State Fairgrounds, Parking 
Lot 21.  Enter Gate 11 at 8th Street. Colored & clear glass 
will be accepted.  For more info.: 789-2327, or the City's web-
site:  www.springfield.il.us. 

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

L i v i n g  w i t h  C h a r a c t e r  
By K.J. Knox 

The author has completed over twenty-three whole house 
renovations in Central Illinois, some of them in the Enos 
Park area, and two projects have made it to The National 
Register of Historic Places earning him a place in Regis-
ter’s Who’s Who in Executives and Professionals. 

 
 
 

I had a request to write something about the Enos Park's Future 
Development and their guidelines for quality construction.  
These are being adopted so that the  money the homeowner 
spends to enhance his home and the neighborhood is not 
wasted.  But I have been throwing hints out about how to do 
this whenever I write a column. 
 

 The guidelines are not created to cause hardship, but many 
will equate a job well done with only costing more money.  To 
understand correctly, you have to see the advantage of putting 
something up that will not need maintenance as often, and this 
is a money saver.  I understand the value of money, and that is 
why I always try to stay in the middle of the road and far away 
from the word cheap.  You could cover a house with cheap 
vinyl siding, cheap vinyl windows and forego fixing the sag-
ging timbers, and it will look like a new house for a while.   

Eventually the windows and doors won't open and close very 
well, pieces blow off in the wind, and many will see it as 
downhill from there. 
 

So, if you look back on what is accomplished by saving 
money, by hiring the cheapest workers, using the cheapest ma-
terials, you will find the project is worth less as far as recoup-
ing the money in the sale of the house.  If you can sell the 
house, the home inspectors will point out the problems, though 
too late, and the bankers will likely not loan money to purchase 
this house. 

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 
samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or  

915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

http://us.mc431.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=samcahnman@yahoo.com�
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It’s May, asparagus is up, strawberries will be fruiting, lilacs 
are blooming and lawns are definitely growing. It’s time to 
drag out the patio furniture and garden hoses, inventory gar-
dening tools, supplies and chemicals, have the lawnmower 
serviced and shop for plants. With May we see the last of 
cold weather. Here are some things we might do this month: 
 

PLANT - Anything and everything you want. Garden centers 
are receiving shipments almost daily. Try planting something 
new or use new plants in a different way. It’s time to plant 
containers and window boxes. 
 

SOIL - Enrich your soil as much as possible. Incorporate as 
much organic matter as you can. Sphagnum-type peat moss 
works best. Avoid the peat sold in 40 lb. bags. It’s dark and 
rich looking, but the peat moss is so thoroughly decomposed 
as to be almost void of nutrients. 
 

MULCH - and feed roses this month. Mulch vegetable and 
perennial beds at least 2 inches deep. Three to four inches 
would be the most effective for reducing weeds and conserv-
ing water. 
 

LAWNS - should be regularly mowed at 2½ to 3 inches tall 
for healthy growth and a strong, deep root system. Occasional 
fertilizer and watering will make even the saddest lawn look 
better. 
 

FERTILIZE - roses this month. Use only rose food. Use the 
appropriate type fertilizers for the particular type plants you 
grow. Fish emulsion is best for ferns. Do not feed hostas at 
all. The leaf stems grow too long, then collapse. Fertilize 
lawns this month if you make two applications per year. Fol-
low recommended amounts as listed on the container. "More" 
is not "better" when it comes to feeding plants. Roots can be 
burned easily by an over application. 
 

WEED - whenever you can. 
 

WATER - regularly. Keep track of rainfall. Be prepared to 
supplement with sprinklers if rainfall is not enough. Almost 
all plants will do well with 1½ inches of water per week in 
the spring. 
 

HARVEST - peas, rhubarb, lettuce, greens, asparagus, green 
onions, radishes and strawberries this month. 
 

PRUNE - hedges as soon as they start to look unkempt. Prune 
flowering shrubs immediately after bloom. Prune sage se-
verely to stimulate new growth. Begin to pinch back the top 1 
or 2 inches from mums to encourage full, bushy growth that 
will produce sturdier plants with more blooms. 
 

BULBS - Leave the foliage of spring flowering bulbs to die 
back naturally. Remove it when 2/3 yellowed. It’s time to 
plant summer bulbs, callas, cannas, gladiolus, dahlias, etc. Be 
inventive, smaller dahlias do well in containers and cannas 
can liven up the looks of your vegetable patch. 
 

PONDS - Clean up and start up begins this month. A few 

inexpensive goldfish will help keep the mosquito population 
in check. 
 

HOUSEPLANTS - may be moved outdoors when night tem-
peratures stay above 50 degrees. Select a shady spot for them, 
as most will burn in the sun. 
 

INSECTS - Imidacloprid can still be applied now to help pre-
vent damage done by Japanese beetles. They will be arriving 
around mid-June. Try to have it applied by May 15th if possi-
ble. 
 

ENJOY!  

I n  T h e  G a r d e n  
By Jerry Blackburn 

Jerry Blackburn has been a garden designer for 30 years. 
He designs, installs, maintains and renovates perennial beds 
and borders.  He was employed at Washington Park Botani-
cal Gardens for 11 years. 

 

Enos Park Banner is going 

ELECTRONIC 

Do you enjoy the Banner? 
If so, let us know how you’d  

like to get it. 
Complete the form below or  
e-mail us your preference! 

Name________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________ 
 

E-mail address_________________________________ 
 

I prefer my newsletter: 
 Delivered via e-mail to the e-mail address above 
 Delivered to my address above in hard copy 

 

Send response to info@EPNIA.com 
or mail form to 821 N. 5th St. - Springfield, IL 62702 

mailto:info@EPNIA.com�
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Prevent Childhood Drowning: 20 Safety Tips  
Did you know that drowning is the leading cause of death in 
children ages 1 to 4? And it is the second-leading cause of 
death for ages 4-14. According to Prevent Child Abuse Illi-
nois, drowning is a silent killer. You won’t hear splashing or 
yelling. Most drowning happens during just a brief lapse in 
supervision of children. Following are some tips from Pre-
vent Child Abuse Illinois to prevent this tragedy from hap-
pening to a child in your life.  
 
SWIMMING POOL SAFETY 
1. Appoint an adult who can swim to watch children in the 
pool. The supervising adult should not read, talk on the 
phone, or do any other distracting activity! 
2. Swimming lessons will not make your child “drown-
proof”. Even good swimmers can drown. 
3. Keep ladders, furniture and toys away from above-ground 
pools. Toddlers are great climbers! 
4. Fence in your pool completely and install a self-closing, 
self-latching gate. 
5. Young children should wear personal flotation devices, 
but these devices do not replace adult supervision. 
6. Remind baby-sitters and other caregivers not to leave chil-
dren unattended near water. 
7. Keep pool water clear and remove floats and other toys 
when the pool is not in use. 
8. Learn CPR and keep rescue equipment, a telephone and 
emergency numbers near all pools. 
9. Don’t be lulled into a false sense of security because of the 
shallowness of a baby pool. It only takes two inches of water 
for small children to drown… keep them within arm’s reach. 
Empty baby pools immediately after each use and store up-
side-down. 

 
10. Teach your child to stay away from all types of water 
unless they are with an adult. Even if you don’t have a pool, 
your neighbor might. It doesn’t take long for a child to wan-
der out of your yard and head straight for the neighbor’s 
pool. 
 
SWIMMING POOLS ARE NOT THE ONLY DANGER 
11. Never leave a young child alone in a bathtub or allow a 
sibling to watch a younger child. If you need to leave the 
bathroom, take your child with you! 
12. Infant bathtubs and seats are bathing aids, not safety de-
vices. 
13. Keep the toilet lid down and use a toilet seat lock to keep 
children from opening the lid. 
14. Put a latch on the bathroom door to keep unsupervised 
children out. 
15. Five-gallon buckets, washtubs, even coolers pose a threat 
to babies and toddlers who may topple into them. Empty and 
store all buckets and large containers out of children’s reach. 
16. When having a picnic in a park or camping near a lake or 
river, find out ahead of time where the bodies of water are so 
you can make sure your children are with an adult if they go 
off to explore, and where to look FIRST if they go missing. 
17. Older children and teenagers will take more risks around 
water. Remind them to stay within designated swimming 
areas and swim with a buddy, never alone. 
18. In winter, water may not be completely frozen … don’t 
take a chance, stay off the ice! 
19. Decorative ponds and fountains have become very popu-
lar. If you have a pond or fountain in your yard or are visit-
ing someone who does, it is important to watch your child at 
all times. Children love to play in water! 
20. A child can drown in the time it takes to answer the 
phone or run to the restroom. 
From Parent University Newsletter, Vol. 15, No. 2, a publi-
cation of Memorial Medical Center. It was contributed by 
the University of Illinois Extension, Springfield Center.  

C o m m u n i t y  
H e a l t h  C o r n e r  
By Memorial Medical Center 

Moving Forward in 2011 

NAME________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS_________________________ CITY____________________________ ZIP________ 
 

NEW_____ RENEWAL______ PHONE_____________ DATE_________________ 
 

       SIGNED______________________________________________ 
 

       E-MAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________ 
 

Send to:  Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association, Inc. 
   821 N 5th St. 
   Springfield, IL  62702      For more information, call 522-9381 
 

I want to be a part of the revitalization of Enos Park Neighborhood.  Here is my donation of $25 for 2011 
Membership, which entitles me to a copy of the Bylaws and voting privileges at the monthly meetings. 
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The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. Cir-
culation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of each 
month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 522-
9381 or e-mail m.piland@sbcglobal.net or fax       522-3060.  The 
deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 
Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

Salvation Army Undertakes  
Ambitious “Restoration” Plan 
The Salvation Army currently has a facility located at the cor-
ner of Sixth & Carpenter that provides shelter for 36 people 
(26 men, 11 women) as well as other supportive services. 
However, there is a long waiting list, and the current shelter is 
not large enough to provide adequate beds or expand the vari-
ous programs. 
 

The Salvation Army purchased a building on Ninth St. last 
year from Horace Mann, but needs to raise approximately 
$6.8 million for renovations and equipment before it will be 
ready for occupancy. On April 18, the Salvation Army kicked 
off their “Restoration” capital campaign to seek the support of 
local businesses and individuals in this endeavor. 
The 60,000 sq. ft. building will include a health clinic, food 
pantry, kitchen and dining area, classrooms, computer lab, and 
community room. The shelter capacity will increase from 36 
beds to 100 and the living quarters will include rooms for 
homeless families to be housed together. This is an ambitious 
project, but will provide much needed services to our commu-
nity. 
 

The Salvation Army is happy to provide tours of the current 
facility for individuals or groups that are interested in learning 
more about the needs of the organization. For more informa-
tion about this project, visit www.tsarestoration.org or contact 
David MacDonna, capital campaign director, at 525-2196. Calling all Mowers! 

Do you like working outside? Do you enjoy keeping your 
yard neat and tidy? Would you like to help keep another yard 
neat and tidy? Have we got an opportunity for you! 
 

The EPNIA purchased several vacant lots at the tax sale last 
fall and also acquired a number of lots from Old Neighbor-
hood Rehab. This will come in very handy for long term de-
velopment, but in the short term, we have a lot of mowing to 
do this summer. 
 

If you would be willing to be responsible for mowing a vacant 
lot, we will try to assign you one close to your own property. 
You can either use your own mower or borrow ours; we plan 
to buy a riding mower that we will make available to our vol-
unteers. Call Steve Combs at 494-6668 or Michelle 
Higginbotham 553-4629 for a list of lots that still need care-
takers. 

Does Springfield need a New Visual Arts Center? 

The Springfield Art Association is currently conducting a sur-
vey of ALL Springfield residents (not just Enos Park) to de-
termine the level of interest in a new visual arts center that 
would serve both adults and children. The SAA is pursuing 
this idea as part of the “cultural campus” concept that was 
outlined in Phase 1 of our Master Plan. 
 

Please go to the following website to complete the survey: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . s u r v e y m o n k e y . c o m / s /
SpringfieldVisualArtsCenter 
If you would like a printed survey, please call 523-2631 and 
request one to be mailed to you. You may also download a 
hard copy from their website at www.springfieldart.org. 

The Springfield Police Department is continuing investigations 
involving the burglaries to vacant homes and structures.  Over the 
past several weeks the Enos Park area,  along with several other 
areas of town,  have seen an increase of this type of activity.  We 
are currently following up to some leads and information that has 
come in regarding the thefts.  

Please keep in mind that if you own a residence which is vacant 
currently, try and have neighbors keep a close watch.  Please take 
proper precautions in protecting your property by securing all 
doors and windows properly.  Keep in mind that these people 
may be looking for signs that a property has recently been va-
cated.  For rent signs, under construction signs, etc., are all poten-
tial advertisements to the thieves that a structure is vacant.   

If you see anything suspicious or are uncertain about the activity 
going on at a property you know to be vacant, please call the 
police.  Let us be the ones to decide if the people are there law-
fully.  Often times we find through our investigation after the 
fact,  that a neighbor witnessed the crime but did not take the 
time to call it in because they didn’t want to get involved or were 
not sure whether the people were supposed to be at the property.   

For emergencies call 911, for non emergencies call 788-8311. 

In the Neighborhood 
By Officer Ryan Irwin 

St. John’s College of Nursing has selected Theresa Vann as the 
recipient of the 2011 Distinguished Alumni Award. She was hon-
ored at a reception during the blessing of the College on Monday, 
April 11, 2011. 

http://www.tsarestoration.org/�
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SpringfieldVisualArtsCenter�
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SpringfieldVisualArtsCenter�
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SpringfieldVisualArtsCenter�
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SpringfieldVisualArtsCenter�
http://www.springfieldart.org�
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“Celebrate” isn't the right word. 
 
“Commemorate,” yes, or maybe “mark” because that can also refer 
to a scar. Let's go with that. April 12th marked the 150th anniver-
sary of the start of the American Civil War. Here in Enos Park 
we're smack dab between where Lincoln made his House Divided 
speech and his final resting place at Oak Ridge Cemetery. Surely as 
he walked our streets he pondered the coming upheaval. It would 
have been discussed at Edwards Place dinner parties and it's vivid 
to this day to those who study the conflict. I'm reminded of the 
truism that dead feelings don't stay buried---they don't even stay 
dead. 
 
It was during our big snow in early February when I discovered I 
had stronger emotions on some topics than I'd thought. A friend 
who's moved south emailed our writers' group that it was just won-
derful there as they sat on their verandahs sipping ice tea while us 
Northerners shivered. I'd seen the weather map and there was a 
snow shield across most of the lower 48. Of course, with the Inter-
net it only took a few clicks to find out they had snow on the 
ground where he was, too. Hey, that's just not true, I responded in a 
Reply All. What surprised me was the intensity of feeling behind it. 
What I really meant, as I traced my feelings back to the source was, 
“That's a big fat flaming lie and I am sick of being lied to about 
how wonderful the South is when it is NOT.” 
 
Now, I have my southern credentials in order. I'm the granddaugh-
ter of Arkansas sharecroppers and I dearly loved going to visit 
friends and relatives there through my childhood. My one attempt 
at chopping cotton was a bit too literal because I chopped at the 
cotton itself, not knowing it was the weeds around the plant that 
were supposed to be the target. I grew up on brown beans and ham 
hocks, greens and cornbread, biscuits and red-eye gravy, with 
peach cobbler or strawberry shortcake for dessert because my 
grandparents put in a garden and cooked their down home favorites 
in St. Louis. 
 
But there's a dark side to it all as well. My mother would wistfully 
relate how her grandfather told her about before The War when 
they'd been prosperous slaveholders. I grew up on stories of how 
we treated our slaves like family and they'd begged to stay instead 
of grabbing freedom at the first opportunity. I am deeply sorry to 
say how old I was when I found out that most families had that 
comforting myth. Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny went long, 
long before the Happy Slave but they all popped like soap bubbles. 
The difference is that St. Nick and the rabbit wandered off to a 
place of fond memories while I carry around some guilt for ever 
having believed that humans could prefer being property. 
 
It makes me mad to hear modern day Confederate sympathizers 
claim that the Civil War had nothing to do with slavery. Well, but-
ter wouldn't melt in their mouths, as the saying goes. States rights, 
huh? 600,000 dead over taxes and tariffs? I don't think so. Sure, 
there were many factors and they even changed during the course 
of the war but Southerners fundamentally fought and died for a 
way of life that was built on coerced labor. 
 
A recent Washington Post article on “Five Myths about Why the 

South Seceded” pointed out that South Carolina's Declaration of 
the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify Secession from the 
Federal Union in 1860 mentioned “an increasing hostility on the 
part of the non-slave holding States to the institution of slavery” 
and protested that Northern states had “failed to fulfill their consti-
tutional obligations by interfering with the return of fugitive slaves 
to bondage.” Northern states also tolerated free speech from aboli-
tionists and refused to allow the transit of slaves. The article gave 
the example of a Southern family being unable to take their own 
cook and other servants along with them if they traveled to New 
York for the summer. 
 
In Jan. 9, 1861 Mississippi's secession declaration proclaimed, 
“Our position is thoroughly identified with the institution of slavery 
— the greatest material interest of the world.” Even though over 
half of whites didn't own slaves, many had hopes of one day join-
ing the gentry. (It's like poor people supporting tax cuts for the 
wealthy now just in case they become rich themselves with a lot-
tery ticket.) My oh my, it is amazing how fast even Jefferson Davis 
backpedaled as to the cause of the war, claiming only a few years 
after its end that it had nothing to do with slavery! Clearly, spin 
wasn't invented in the 20th century. 
 
The biggest of big lies was white supremacy. The whole “peculiar 
institution” of buying and selling human beings was based on the 
belief that they weren't really people. A slave was counted as 3/5 of 
a man because some states, such as South Carolina, had a black 
majority and they wanted those electoral votes. Growing up in 
Missouri--which had been a slave state although they went with the 
Union--I'd been exposed to lots of residual racism. There were still 
plenty of Jim Crow laws in my youth. What was it with water?? 
Restrooms, drinking fountains, swimming pools...well, yes, there 
were also segregated lunch counters, buses and schools. And it 
bothers me that as a child, that seemed reasonable to me. 1961's 
centennial was in a very different world when it came to civil 
rights. 
 
So when my friend jokingly said all was hunky-dory in the South, I 
snapped at him. Roland, I'm sorry. It's not your fault that there are 
folks flying the stars and bars, whistling Dixie and proclaiming that 
the South shall rise again. You have nothing to do with carrying on 
about a "noble cause" when in fact secession was rank treason. It's 
my own shame that stings me, regret that I ever bought into the 
myth that Our Slaves Were Happy. You accidentally stepped on 
my emotional landmine. I hadn't known it was there, either. 
 
I'll wrap this up where the Washington Post article did: “As we 
commemorate the sesquicentennial of that war, let us take pride 
this time — as we did not during the centennial — that secession 
on slavery’s behalf failed.” 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 

Lola Lucas is author of At Home in the Park:  
Loving a Neighborhood Back to Life about  

Springfield in general and Enos Park in particular. 
Read excerpts and reviews at Amazon.com then buy it 

there or from other booksellers.  

Visit us on the web 
www.EPNIA.com 
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Next Neighborhood meeting 

Tuesday  
May  10, 7pm 

St. John's Hospital  
Assisi Conf. Room 

 
 

Smoke Detectors Save Lives!  
Free detectors & installation from Hope Church to renters and homeowners  

Call Steve Combs at 494-6668 before May 12  
More info page 3  

 


