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When people find out that I live in 

Enos Park, or when I’m talking to 

people who are considering moving 

to the neighborhood, I am inevitably 

asked, “Is it safe?” Safety is a priority 

for most of us when choosing where 

we will live, work, and spend our free 

time. We all want to feel safe, 

especially in our own homes. 

However, one thing that I have 

learned in the past 10 years is that the 

answer to that question is actually 

influenced more by personal 

perception than facts. 

I grew up in a suburban community 

of about 20,000 people and can 

honestly say I never gave much 

thought to safety, because I didn’t 

have to. Violent crime was virtually 

unknown in my hometown and I 

don’t remember any parts of town 

that were considered unsafe. When I 

first moved to Springfield, I lived on 

the west side of town, and when I 

made the move to Enos Park in 2010, 

horrified friends and neighbors were 

not shy about second-guessing my 

decision. To them, the character of 

the historic homes was not enough to 

offset what they considered to be a 

dangerous environment. As an urban 

area in the inner city, it was certainly 

very different than anywhere I had 

lived before. 

But through my work with the 

neighborhood association and 

developing a close relationship with 

the police officers who patrol the 

area, I came to realize that crime in 

Enos Park isn’t really different than 

crime that occurs anywhere else. In 

the vast majority of cases, the victim 

and the perpetrator are people who 

are known to each other – very little 

crime is random. So while we may 

picture a guy with a ski mask 

breaking in our back door in the 

middle of the night, that’s not the way 

it generally happens. A much more 

likely scenario is that your teenage 

son has some friends over to hang out 

and play Xbox. A week later when 

you’re not home, your Xbox and TV 

disappear. Or you hire a handyman to 

work on your house and later on 

when you’re out of town he returns 

and cleans you out. Or you know 
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someone who is being evicted from her apartment, 

and feeling sorry for her, you let her crash on your 

couch for a while – which works out fine until you 

come home from work one day and she’s hocked 

your stuff to get drug money.  

These are all cases of innocent victims, who did 

nothing wrong except perhaps use poor judgment 

as far as who they were inviting into their homes. 

But an even more common scenario is what I call 

“bad guy on bad guy” crime. Many victims of 

crime are actually breaking the law themselves at 

the time they become victims, whether attempting 

to commit a robbery that goes wrong, buying or 

selling drugs, or engaging in gang activity. Violent 

crime is often committed as “payback” for a 

previous crime committed by the other party.  

Of course, the headlines on the evening news or 

the morning paper don’t tell you that, and so most 

people are left with the false impression that they 

are at much higher risk than they really are. For 

example, shortly before Susie Qs restaurant re-

opened in 2011, a man standing at the nearby 

intersection was shot in the head. It received 

extensive news coverage, and I had people 

comment to me that they wouldn’t feel safe going 

to eat at Susie Qs. What the news stories didn’t 

tell you was that the man was shot at 2 a.m. while 

engaging in a drug deal. That’s a very different 

scenario than someone going to a restaurant to 

enjoy a meal.  

What I find most ironic is that even when there are 

headlines about incidents that occur on the west 

side of town, that doesn’t seem to alter people’s 

perception that the west side is safe and Enos Park 

is dangerous. There have been several incidents of 

shootings and stabbings at White Oaks Mall over 

the last few years, but when is the last time you 

heard someone say they didn’t feel safe going to 

the mall? A couple years back, there was an armed  

 

robbery in the Toys R Us parking lot in the middle 

of the day. Ever have anyone caution you about 

traveling west of Veterans Parkway? 

The fact is, crime occurs in all parts of town, but 

the activities you engage in and the people you 

associate with are much more likely to determine 

whether or not you will become a victim of crime 

than where you live. Certainly, there are incidents 

that fall into the category of crimes of opportunity, 

and those tend to be the ones that leave us most 

shaken, because they truly are random. But again, 

that can happen regardless of where you live. I’ve 

lived in three different houses since originally 

moving to Enos Park. The only time I’ve ever 

been burglarized was when I lived on the west 

side of town in a “safe” area. Ironically, it was 

probably because I thought I had nothing to worry 

about and didn’t take many of the common sense 

precautions that I do now. 

Our EPNIA meeting on Tuesday, February 13 will 

focus on safety and security. We’ll have a guest 

speaker from Young’s Security providing 

information about different types of alarm systems 

and our Neighborhood Police Officer, Chris Jones, 

will share some suggestions on what you can do 

even if you don’t have a security system.  

 

See Did You Know for tips 

to help reduce your risk. 

Continued from page 1 
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Here are a few tips to help reduce your risk of 

becoming a target: 

Cars  

 Physically make sure 

they are locked 

 Do not leave key 

fobs or spare house keys inside your vehicle 

 Place valuables in the trunk or take them inside to 

make sure they are out of sight 

Homes 

 Make sure all entry/exit 

points are locked 

(windows/doors) 

 Turn on porch lights and 

any other perimeter light-

ing 

 Use lights with timers if you’re not home 

 Make sure shrubbery around the home is trimmed 

and away from the home so it doesn’t provided a 

place for someone to hide. 

 If you have an alarm system, make sure it is turned 

on. 

Did You Know? 

By Michelle Ownbey, President of EPNIA New Lights for Dodge Underpass 

Have you noticed that the underpass at 4th and 

Dodge is now much brighter at night? After a 

neighbor complained that it was very dark under-

neath the underpass, which was a potential safety 

issue as well as a traffic hazard, EPNIA reached 

out to Mark Mahoney, director of Public Works. 

After consulting with the city engineers, they were 

able to come up with a solution and have installed 

a much brighter type of light that now illuminates 

that intersection. 

Thanks to the City of Springfield for coming 

up with a quick resolution to this problem! 

Always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

2018 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Ownbey, President 553-4629 ..... info@epnia.com 

Danyel Pitts, Vice President ..................................717-5346 

Linda Maier, Treasurer ..........................................971-9138 

Dan Linn, Secretary ....................................... 847-341-0591 

Keshia Dotson, Director ........................................622-5244 

Fletcher Farrar, Director ........................................523-2801 

Kirk Jefferis, Director ............................................971-2258 

Ryan Mobley, Director ..........................................801-8225 

Larry Quenette, Director ........................................414-7227 

Marcus Stewart, Director .......................................816-4928 

Dave Steward, Director .........................................622-6591 

Jason Vincent, Director .........................................801-0244 

Associate Members (non-voting) 

Betsy Dollar, SAA .................................................523-2631 

Aileen Portugal, SIU ...................................... 619-993-4298 

Ticara Onyewuenyi, SIU ............................... 510-754-4755 
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Demolition at the 

Springfield Art Association 

On February 2, the bulldozers moved in to take 

down the old structures at 815 North 5th Street on 

the north side of the SAA campus, to make way for 

a new studio building that will house ceramics, 

metals, and a new glass blowing program. 

The SAA ceramics lab has been moved to a tempo-

rary home at Benedictine University, the garage has 

been emptied and the DEMO Project House has 

been adorned, all in preparation for demolition. The 

SAA has been raising money for this significant 

improvement for the past six years. Demolition will 

be done by TRB Associates of Dawson, Illinois. 

All the work for this project was put out to bid and 

all the contractors are being held to the strict stand-

ards put forth by the City of Springfield since TIF 

funds are being used where applicable. This in-

cludes labor union and prevailing wage require-

ments. 

The new building has been designed by Don Wal-

ton of Walton and Associates Architects. The new 

5300 square foot building will house a ceramics lab 

with spaces for hand building and wheel throwing, 

both electric and gas kilns, a spray booth for glaz-

ing and improved ventilation.  The new jewelry/

metals lab will add spaces for etching and patina, 

kilns for enameling and a new aluminum foundry. 

The glass studio will be fully equipped for stained 

glass, fusing and glass blowing. 

Fundraising continues for the equipment for the 

glass studio. Donations can be made by calling 

217-523-2631 or at www.springfieldart.org. 

https://www.springfieldart.org/
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I know it is only February, but June will be here 

before we know it, and I am beginning to plan! 

This summer, I would like to recommend we run 

the clubs for 6 weeks (instead of 8 or 9 weeks), 

beginning Monday, June 18th - Saturday, July 28th. 

During the last two summers, I have worked for 

SIU Family Community Medicine sup-ported by 

the Access to Care Grant creating and managing 

summer programming for the children of Enos 

Park Community who attend McClernand 

Elementary School. Last year we offered six free 

clubs to 40 students from 3rd - 8th grade with the 

help of 30 volunteers. It was a lot of fun. I would 

love for you to consider volunteering in one of our 

Enos Park Summer Youth Clubs and spend some 

time with our students.  

Would you please let me know if you think you 

would like to volunteer, or if you would like more 

information? I am planning a meeting for Monday, 

February 5th to invite you all to come for 

information and discussion and planning. We’ll 

meet at 6 p.m. at Kumler Methodist Church (enter 

through the doors at 5th and Carpenter). If you 

have a friend or co-worker that you think would 

like to volunteer, bring them along! If you can’t 

make the meeting, just send me your contact 

information so that I can stay in touch as things 

progress with the summer planning. 

I can't wait to hear back from you and look 

forward to seeing you soon. 

Blessings, Dawn Mobley, 

mobleydawn@gmail.com, 217-801-0751 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improve-

ment Association, Inc. The editor is Michelle Ownbey. 

Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first 

Tuesday of each month. 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 553-

4629 or e-mail president@epnia.com. The deadline for 

copy is the 20th.  

Advertising rates are: 

 1/16 page $15  $37.50  for 3 mo. 

 1/8  page $20  $50.00  for 3 mo. 

 1/4  page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/2  page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 

 Full page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

Summer Youth Clubs 

mailto:mobleydawn@gmail.com
mailto:president@epnia.com
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go.uis.edu/chna
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When we moved to Enos Park in 1970, to the big 

brick house on N. Fifth Street, we stretched a thick 

chain across one side of our wide front porch and 

padlocked five bicycles to it. Somebody with a 

monstrous chain-cutter (and probably a truck) cut 

the chain and stole all five bicycles, including the 

chain. Not warned enough by this, that autumn I 

cleaned several old oriental throw rugs, gifts from 

my in-laws—apparently the more threadbare such 

become, the more valuable—and hung them on my 

backyard clothesline. They were stolen. A different 

sort of theft must have come from young teens: my 

kids had made a genuine tepee from canvas, it had 

long poles we’d carried across the country, and 

they erected their tepee in the back yard and were 

sleeping in it. It was daytime when a number of the 

poles vanished. We moved the tepee inside and 

with the remaining poles the kids put it up in an 

empty room with thirteen foot ceilings and 

continued sleeping in it. 

A later event: a peeping tom was climbing a tree 

outside my bedroom window—my husband was an 

ex by then so I was alone—don’t remember how I 

realized it, but with the help of the guys at the  

rehab house across the street, we chased but didn’t 

catch him. More seriously: I forgot to lock the 

back door, an intruder came in and crept upstairs. I  

 

yelled to a sleeping daughter, he tumbled back 

down the stairs (broke the plaster) and fled out the 

door—we didn’t catch him, either. But that cured 

me. My friends put up metal mesh on all the 

windows, hammered shut a side door (since 

unusable!) and I called a security company. I 

should have done this right at the start, for I’d 

heard (when we moved in) about the old woman in 

the yellow brick house two blocks away, who’d 

been murdered in her bed by two thieves not long 

before. (Had she had a security system, would 

those thugs have fled when it began screaming? 

And her life been saved?) 

Up to date: This winter people living on 4th street 

left for the holidays and discovered on their return 

that thieves had entered through a broken window 

and carried off , at their leisure, everything of any 

value, even toothpaste. Elsewhere, bicycles are 

reported stolen, and items in garages. The message 

here is obvious: we did have, and still do have, 

crime in Enos Park. Not as much as before, but it’s 

still here. 

So my advice: get a security system! Yes, it costs 

to install, and then there’s a regular fee—for me, 

every three months—but the safety I now enjoy is 

well worth it. PROVIDED I REMEMBER TO 

TURN IT ON! 

There are security systems to choose from; they 

charge variously. I use Young’s—nearby, 

reasonable, and I know the family. And here’s a 

trick I don’t advise: make an authentic-looking 

security sign—use a fake name—and post it 

around your property. Will the thieves know the 

difference?  Another thought: we used to have a 

“neighborhood watch” program—I need to see 

what’s happened to it, it may be still in effect. 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 

Continued on page 8 

At Qik-n-EZ we’re more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 

everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  
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Whether or not, it’s always of benefit to be on good 

terms with your neighbors, to let them know when 

you’re away.  

Other precautions: Report lurkers. Tell the cops, and 

our ’hood police, when you’ll be away—know their 

number! They’ll keep a practiced eye on your 

property. Don’t let your mail and newspapers pile up; 

keep some lamps on or the TV flickering, radio 

going; get someone to park their spare car in your 

drive or in front of your house. (Borrow a good  

looking junker from a junkyard?!) The point is, make 

your place look occupied!   

Let’s all have a SAFE new year in Enos Park! 

—J. Jackson 

Continued from page 7 

Lola Lucas’s column continues, host-

ed by Lola’s friends, and occasional-

ly by Lola herself through past writ-

ings.  

Jackie Jackson pledged to Lola Lucas 

to carry on her column—but will ap-

preciate volunteers to take a turn! 

Will you volunteer a column, some-

thing about Enos Park? Call Jackie Jackson, 544-2916. 

facebook.com/pages/Enos-Park-Neighborhood-Improvement-Association-EPNIA/ 

www.EPNIA.com       twitter.com/epnia 


