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There are few things more frustrating for 

a good neighbor who takes care of their 

own property than to have to live near a 

problematic one. Whether it’s a rental 

property with  tenants who engage in 

nuisance activity or even criminal 

behavior, or a house with code violations 

that never seem to get resolved, it can 

make life unpleasant for all the nearby 

residents. 

It also makes it challenging to attract new 

residents who would be a positive 

addition to the neighborhood, because 

these problematic properties tend to stand 

out, and they have the effect of scaring 

away people who would be good 

neighbors. Then it becomes a vicious 

cycle, as the problem property tends to 

attract other problematic visitors and 

occupants. 

The city will notify owners of issues at 

their property (either through Public 

Works or the Police Department) but of 

course, some are more receptive than 

others to addressing those problems. 

While most landlords are responsible 

property owners, a handful are repeat 

violators and it is those properties that 

disproportionately use city resources. The 

owners often do the bare minimum to 

bring their rental properties into 

compliance or repeatedly request 

extensions, while failing to make 

progress. A small number of “repeat 

offenders” comprise much of the city’s 

administrative court docket every week.  

Alderman Andrew Proctor is working 

with ICON and neighborhood 

associations, including EPNIA, to 

introduce a Chronic Nuisance Rental 

Property ordinance. It would only apply 

to landlords who own two or more 

properties and who receive multiple 

citations from the city in a 12 month 

period. It is not meant to punish a well- 

meaning landlord who inadvertently 

receives a violation notice and corrects 

the issue, but rather the landlords who are 

chronically in violation of city building 

codes and do not make a sincere effort to 

resolve the problems. The ordinance will 

also have a tiered system that 

distinguishes between different types of 

offenses. For example:  

Class 1 - items such as garbage, weeds, 

abandoned vehicles, etc. 

Class 2 - items such as like roof issues, 

broken windows, chipping paint, etc. 

Class 3 - items such as roof failure, floor 

failure, major structure failures, etc.  

Continued on page 2 
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The idea is that more of the lesser violations would be 

required to trigger the ordinance, but fewer serious 

violations. Once a property owner is deemed a chronic 

nuisance landlord, it would trigger certain requirements 

that would not apply to other landlords, such as 

registration of properties (including a local point of 

contact) and regular inspections. Alderman Proctor is 

working with the Illinois Realtors Association and the 

Springfield Landlords Association on the language for 

the ordinance to make sure their concerns are 

addressed, including how to handle properties that are 

listed for sale, or properties currently being managed by 

a bank. 

While the exact language for the ordinance has not yet 

been finalized, EPNIA strongly supports the concept of 

this ordinance. We see first-hand how just a few 

irresponsible landlords can affect the quality of life for 

all our residents. We have invested too much time and 

effort into making Enos Park the “Jewel of Springfield” 

once again to allow a small number of problematic 

landlords to tarnish our jewel. 

Continued from page 1 

Did You Know 

By Michelle Higginbotham, President EPNIA 

EPNIA has chosen to take a two part approach to 

improving the neighborhood; while it is important to 

renovate houses and attract new neighbors who will be 

a positive addition to the area, this can’t be done 

without also getting rid of the problem properties. The 

city is a strong partner in this effort, but we have 

found that we are often able to more quickly and 

aggressively pursue problem property owners, and so 

we identify the “worst of the worse” and concentrate 

our efforts there. 

While there are certainly actions the city can take to 

attempt to resolve ongoing problems, it is often a 

lengthy process and there are hundreds of active cases 

at any given time, with limited manpower for 

enforcement. In the meantime, the neighbors are living 

with the problem property, day in and day out, and 

suffering the consequences. 

There is a state statute that allows a property owner 

living within 1200 feet of a nuisance property to bring 

civil action against the problem property owner. Given 

the urban nature of our neighborhood and the number 

of properties owned by Enos Park Development, 

virtually every property is within 1200 feet of 

something we own. In the past few years, we have 

filed four civil lawsuits against property owners who 

failed to cooperate with the city and correct the 

problems at their properties. One owner chose to sell 

the property, and after it changed hands it continued to 

be used as a rental property but no longer created 

issues in the neighborhood. Another owner 

demolished two houses that had been vacant for years 

and donated the lots to Enos Park Development. The 

third owner corrected code violations on two different 

rental properties and changed the tenants.  

The bottom line is that we will not allow the behavior 

of a few people to affect the quality of life for our 

residents. We will work in cooperation with the city 

but utilize our own attorney, if necessary, to 

aggressively pursue any course of action that will 

allow us to address ongoing problems. 

Concerned neighbors are strongly encouraged to call 

the police department to report any suspicious activity 

(non-emergency number is 788-8311) or Public Works 

to report any building code violations including 

garbage, inoperable vehicles, etc. (789-2167) for any 

problem property in Enos Park. 

 

Alderman Andrew Proctor’s “View From City Hall” column will 

return next month. As of press time, Andrew’s wife, Heather, 

was in the hospital being treated for complications resulting 

from a miscarriage suffered a few days earlier. Our sincerest 

condolences to the Proctor family during this difficult time. 
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Neighborhood Garden 

Plot Registration Day April 16 

Thank you to those who attended our Neighborhood Gardens Meet and Greet on 

March 2. We will be rescheduling our Plot Registration Day to April 16 at 10AM 

instead of April 9 at 1PM which was the date proposed at the meeting. We 

apologize for the rescheduling and if anyone cannot make it on April 16 but would 

like to register their plot beforehand please let us know. 

Our seed starting party is Wednesday March 23 at 6:15PM at Kumler on North Grand. 

We are hoping to have our official Garden Planting Day for the communal plots on 

May 7 at 1PM but individuals are free to start planting their personal plots anytime 

now. We are expecting to expand the communal plot at the new garden so please let us 

know if there are things you want us to start on March 23.  We usually start herbs, 

tomatoes, peppers, cabbage, and lettuces at the seed starting party and are also planning 

on having peanuts as well as sweet and regular potato starts for our Planting Day. 

Thank you for participating and please spread the word about the Neighborhood 

Gardens and our mission of growing together. 

—Neighborhood Gardens Volunteer Team 

2016 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Higginbotham, President ........................ 553-4629 

Dawn Mobley, Vice President ............................... 572-1500 

Linda Maier, Treasurer ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 

Dan Linn, Secretary ....................................... 847-341-0591 

Chris Becker, Director ........................................... 685-2612 

Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 

Jane Buis Henry, Director ..................................... 572-1773 

Keisha Purchase, Director .................... (cell) 708-834-3885 

Calvin Pitts, Director ............................................. 638-7720 

Danyel Pitts, Director ............................................ 717-5346 

Marcus Stewart, Director ....................................... 816-4928 

Betsy Dollar, Associate Member, SAA ................. 523-2631 

Heidi Wareham, Associate Member, RCC ............ 498-9264 

Marilyn Piland, President Emeritus  ...................... 522-9381 
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April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month. Child 

abuse occurs when a parent or caregiver whether 

through action or failing to act, causes injury, death, 

emotional harm or risk of serious harm to a child. Phys-

ical, emotional, sexual and child neglect are all forms of 

abuse. All children deserve happy childhoods and there 

are ways you can help to prevent child abuse and assure 

our community is the best place for children and fami-

lies to succeed. The number for the National Child 

Abuse Hotline is 1-800-422-4453. Below is a list of 

things we can act on to address child abuse. 

1. Make children a priority by assuring the children 

you know are safe and healthy.  

2. Pay attention to what the children around you say 

and do. It is important they feel special and that 

someone is caring for them. 

3. Be a nurturing parent or caregiver. As your child 

grows up, be sure to give them a home full of love 

and care. 

4. Take a parenting class. Classes are a great way to 

share experiences and learn new ideas. 

5. Learn about child development. Sometimes we ex-

pect children to do more than they are able to do. 

6. Reach out to other family members, friends and 

neighbors. Being a parent isn’t easy and at times we 

need a little extra help. Offer to babysit, cook a 

meal or just listen.  

7. Become a foster or adoptive parent. 

8. Volunteer as a coach or mentor. One caring adult 

can make a difference in a child’s life. 

9. Model patience and respect for others. Not only do 

adults learn from each other, but children learn by 

watching our actions. Make them positive. 

10. Learn more about child abuse and how it affects us 

all. Child abuse can lead to lifelong problems such 

as mental illness, drug and alcohol abuse and other 

health issues.  

11. Ask elected officials to support programs that help 

children and families, after all, it’s your tax dollars. 

12. Participate in April Child Abuse Prevention Month. 

Blue ribbons and pinwheels are the national sym-

bols of childhood prevent. 

13. Host of sponsor family events like health fairs and 

block parties. Having fun together builds friend-

ships and a sense of community. Child abuse often 

happens in isolation. 

14. Share information about Shaken Baby Syndrome 

with new parents. Crying is the #1 reason adults 

give for shaking an infant. It’s easy to get over-

whelmed or frustrated when a baby won’t stop cry-

ing. It is never acceptable to shake a baby.  

15. Learn the signs and symptoms of child abuse. Pay 

attention to changes in a child’s behavior, not all 

children will have bruises or outside signs of abuse. 

16. Get help if you need it. Everyone needs support, 

don’t be afraid to ask.  

17. Start a parent support group. Everyone needs a safe 

place to talk about parenting struggles. 

18. Talk about child sexual abuse to family, friends and 

children. 1 in 10 children will be sexually abused 

before their 18th birthday. 

19. Hold abusers accountable. Don’t turn your head, if 

you see something, say something! 

20. Report suspected abuse or neglect. You may be a 

child’s only lifeline to safety. Call 1-800-25ABUSE 

in Illinois. 

Take a Stand Against Child Abuse 
By: Laura Bottom, SIU Center for Family Medicine 
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Animal Protective League launches “Community Cats”, 

a month long campaign to spay and neuter free-roaming cats 

Sponsored by PetSmart Charities®, “Community Cat” provides free 

spay/neuter surgeries and rabies vaccinations for feral and stray cats. 

During the month of April, Animal Protective League 

(APL) will offer free spay and neuter surgeries and rabies 

vaccinations to outdoor feral and stray cats as part of 

“Community Cats,” a PetSmart Charities’ spay/neuter 

campaign.” If left unaltered, unowned feral and stray cats 

produce large quantities of unwanted kittens each spring, 

flooding local animal shelters and leading to higher eutha-

nasia rates. 

Spaying and neutering is one of the most effective ways to 

reduce the homeless pet population and is safe for kittens 

as young as eight to 10 weeks old, according to the Ameri-

can Veterinary Medical Association. Spaying a female cat 

before the first heat cycle can be beneficial, improving the 

health of the cat by reducing the risk of certain reproduc-

tive cancers and infections.  

“Female cats can have as many as three litters a year, and 

kittens can breed as young as four months old,” says 

Deana Corbin, executive director of APL. 

“Most people don’t want to see the cats they’re feeding get 

pregnant over and over again, so our “Community Cats” 

campaign will serve as a gentle reminder to caretakers of 

free-roaming cat colonies to catch and sterilize their cats.” 

This special free rate is available to all residents of Sanga-

mon County and the surrounding areas Residents feeding 

free-roaming cats who wish to take advantage of this offer 

must mention the “Community Cat” campaign when 

scheduling their appointment. Appointments are based on 

availability. For more information or to schedule an ap-

pointment, interested persons should visit www.apl-

shelter.org or call 217/789-SPAY (7729). 

PetSmart Charities’ “Community Cats” campaign will 

provide $648,293 to spay/neuter clinics across the United 

States to fund affordable, high-quality spay and neuter sur-

geries for more than 13,820 free-roaming cats during the 

month of April. 

http://www.petsmartcharities.org/
http://www.apl-shelter.org
http://www.apl-shelter.org


A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 
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the world which world being here the 

schoolkids across the fence they ask me to 

retrieve a ball or can they pick the tulips 

so what if they snicker at my clothesline 

display chances are they never notice 

chances are someone in their own yard is 

hanging out their own skimpies someone 

humming with clothespins in her mouth 

north fifth street poem #16   

worst blizzard in years on tuesday 

that evening the school parking lot 

next door got plowed I thought 

prematurely left a mountain of snow 

between me and the curb then at 

eleven o clock I heard laughter 

thought what are kids doing out in 

this weather this wind chill are they 

ok I looked out until I spotted them 

in the parking lot three kids about 

twelve years old by the streetlamps 

climbing up the mountain rolling 

down somersaulting down sliding 

down on fronts and backs again and 

again no sleds no cardboard head over 

heels playing laughing into the still 

street the still snow I knelt at the window 

watching it's good for the heart to see 

children play hear their laughter 

especially on a snowy windy night 

a night with the wind chill heading 

for zero a night when one's own 

wind chill has been near zero too 

Continued on page 7 

I have lived in Enos Park since 1970, on North Fifth, 

and have missed a lot but experienced a lot, written 

some of it down, had some of it printed as my weekly 

contribution to Illinois Times. Lola Lucas, who wrote 

“At Home in the Park” for the Banner, was my close 

friend, and asked me to carry on her column. All are 

welcome to share this responsibility—best is to make it 

a personal story, but tie it in to Enos Park in some way. 

Here are some more of my Enos Park poems, dear Lo-

la! 

— Jackie Jackson 

back porch enos park #1 

demi, you’d like my sandwich this noon 

the bread is from someone’s finished meal 

at st. pat’s fish fry last night raw onion ditto 

the well-flavored beef slice I slid off john 

knoepfle’s plate at a university do two nights 

ago sneaked it home in an elegant cloth napkin 

(washed today, ready for return) mayo? well 

just the best but here’s your particular passion 

you’d have gathered them for us were you here 

the thick tangle of  greens all from the yard 

wild chive tender daggers of dandelion leaves 

clover-shaped “sour grass” (sorrel) and violets 

white and lavender a treat for eye as well as 

tongue it is a truly scavenged sandwich you 

once said of such a meal of your own creation 

“I am my mother’s daughter.” did some bits of 

grass get in by mistake? probably but small and 

slender there is enough for two I long for you 

to be here eating with me on this sunny back 

porch and I must quit writing this or the lump 

in my throat will not allow me to swallow 

north fifth street poem #17 

I’m glad not to be living in one of those 

padlocked compounds west or southwest 

of town I’m glad to be in enos park where 

I’m allowed to hang out a pillow case that 

drinks in the fragrance of sun and wind to 

perfume my slumbers where I can pin up 

a row of voluminous drawers offensive to 

At Qik-n-EZ we're more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 

everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  



Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

P a g e  7  V o l u m e  X X V I I ,  N u m b e r  4  

north fifth street poem #14 

ugly things can and do happen on 

any street on ours my daughter 

in her teens was on the sidewalk 

she noticed a puppy start across 

the roadway then saw a truck 

coming fast it swerved deliberately 

in order to run over the little beast 

the schoolyard children didn’t notice 

but my kid has never forgotten 

 

north fifth street poem #23 

why can’t kids play on the 

playground next door to me 

it’s fenced locked except during 

school hours liability says our 

neighborhood president well 

why can’t we extend insurance 

to cover all hours this area needs 

play space the kids use it anyway 

they come into my back yard 

throw their bikes over the chain 

links scale the fence use the swings 

slides hoops they clamber back to 

pee behind bushes in my yard I 

don’t mind what’s a little pee I 

pee in cornfields on the highway 

sometimes in the middle of the 

night 2 or 3 a.m. I hear thump 

thump thump on the playground 

some lonely kid with or without 

a home but having a basketball 

Continued from page 6 

The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-

ciation, Inc.  The editor is Michelle Higginbotham. Circulation 

is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of each month. 

 

To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 553-4629 or  

e-mail president@epnia.com. The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 

Advertising rates are: 

 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 

 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 

 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 

 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

Lola Lucas’s column continues, 

hosted by Lola’s friends, and 

occasionally by Lola herself 

through past writings. 

 

Will you volunteer a column, 

something about Enos Park? 

Call Jackie Jackson, 544-2916. 

 

mailto:president@epnia.com


facebook.com/pages/Enos-Park-Neighborhood-Improvement-Association-EPNIA/ 

www.EPNIA.com              twitter.com/epnia 

Want to Support Enos Park? 

Call 522-9381 for more information 
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Report Nuisance Issues 

Call 787-ENOS 


