
HallowEnos Park’s 

3rd Annual Trunk or Treat 
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217-788-8234 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

 October, 2015 Volume XXVI, Number 10 

Grace City Fellowship “GCF” is a group 

of Enos Park Neighbors whose mission is 

to show the love of Jesus by sharing the 

love of Jesus where we live. 

Our purpose for hosting Trunk or Treat is 

to provide a fun, safe, and family friendly 

gathering in our neighborhood to eat 

good food, enjoy good treats, and have 

good fellowship. 

Because we live in Enos Park, we desire 

to support the mission of EPNIA by re-

newing the quality of life, family values, 

friendship and civic pride within the resi-

dents of the Enos Park Neighborhood. 

In 2012, our family was renovating a 

home on N 6th St and we wanted to see 

what it was like to Trick or Treat in our 

new neighborhood. Ryan stayed home to 

pass out candy and Dawn took the 5 kids 

and started walking south on 6th St and 

then N on 7th St. I don’t think we visited 

more than 10 houses and, while we met 

some very nice people at those houses, I 

was shocked by the number of homes that 

were not open and how empty and dark 

the neighborhood felt as we were walk-

ing. When we finally arrived home after a 

mile of walking, Ryan reported that there 

were less than a dozen children that came 

by in a couple hours time. 

Instead of getting frustrated, we saw that 

there was a significant need to rebuild 

trust and safety in our neighborhood. 

I am thrilled to report that more than 200 

individuals participated in our party last 

year. This year we are reaching out to our 

Enos Park Neighbors to offer both a 

Trunk or Treak location and a map for 

safe Trick or Treating homes. 

Due to growing excitement, there may be 

more lights on homes than we have on 

our maps, so please let us know as soon 

as possible so we can get you on the map. 

We encourage families to stay together 

and enjoy the fun together! 

We are looking forward to another great 

year. 

God bless, 

Ryan and Dawn Mobley Family 

572-1500 / mobleyryan@gmail.com / 

mobleydawn@gmail.com 

When: Halloween Night 

October 31st, 5-8pm 

Where: 3rd Presbyterian Church Parking 

lot at 7th & Bergen 

How can you help/participate? 

 Decorate your front porch and be 

available to families as they come; 

 Decorate the trunks of your vehicles 

as a “Trunk or Treat” station; 

 Assist with planning, set up, clean up 
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If you’ve driven by 711 Enos lately, you’ve probably 

seen a lot of activity taking place. Enos Park 

Development recently reacquired this property after 

the previous owner was facing city fines and 

demolition. We now have until December 31 to 

obtain a certificate of occupancy, so we aren’t 

wasting any time. 

After sitting vacant for many years, the building 

needs a complete overhaul. The first step was 

removing seven tandem truck loads of dirt and debris 

from the basement in order to pour a concrete floor 

and install new support posts. The entire main floor 

was structurally unsafe and had to be removed and 

rebuilt, including the stairs to both the basement and 

second floor. 

In the coming weeks, we will begin to redo the 

HVAC, electrical, and plumbing for the entire 

building. It will also receive a new roof and 

eventually new windows and masonry repairs. A 

sprinkler system will be installed, since we intend to 

have a one-bedroom loft apartment upstairs. The 

lower level will be kept as open space, other than a 

restroom and kitchenette in the back of the building. 

With the sculpture garden next door, we hope to be 

able to rent out the space for meetings and events, 

which would help generate revenue towards offsetting 

the cost of the renovation work. We definitely want to 

preserve this historic building and make it an asset to 

the neighborhood for many years to come. 

Did You Know 

By Michelle Higginbotham, President EPNIA  
 Donate GOOD candy (we actually ran out last 

year!) 

Current Neighborhood and Community 

Partners: (the list is still growing!) 

3rd Presbyterian Church is providing their parking 

lot for our gathering place, and West Side Chris-

tian Church Small Group is providing GOOD food 

for dinner (homemade chili, grilled hot dogs, 

chips, and drinks) and “Trunk or Treat” stations. 

Continued from page 1 

Before Digging New Floor! 

Report Nuisance Issues — Call 787-ENOS 
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Thank You! 

A huge THANK YOU to all the volunteers who assisted with 

our various activities during the month of September! First we 

had a clean-up day to get the neighborhood looking good – we 

finished building a brick wall in the sculpture garden, cleaned 

our vacant lots and alleys, and cleared out several houses that 

were scheduled to be on the home tour. A special thanks to 

Dave Knoepfle from Franklin Middle School, who brought a 

crew of his students to help out. 

Then Saturday, September 19 was the big day; for the first time 

our home tour was the same weekend as the Edwards Place 

Fine Art Fair. So while one group of volunteers was hosting 

homes on the tour, another group was getting the sculpture gar-

den ready for our wine and cheese reception, and yet another 

group was working the drink tent at the Art Fair. Altogether, 

more than 30 different people volunteered just on that one day! 

The weather was beautiful, and we had lots of people in the 

neighborhood that day. The home tour definitely generated in-

terest; we have had several follow up inquiries from potential 

buyers who are interested in houses they saw during the tour. We 

also received several contributions from people who wanted to help 

with the renovations of 711 Enos, which was also on the tour.  

Overall, it was an extremely busy month, but we got a lot done and 

hopefully attracted some new neighbors to Enos Park. Thank you 

again to everyone who made it all happen! 

From top to bottom: Franklin Students who volunteered 

at our clean up day; Our Alley Crew; the Fall 2015 Trash Pile. 
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A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  

By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 

The gala weekend of the Enos Park 

House Tours is past, with folk from 

all over the area touring our 

houses—those finished and on 

show for visitors, those still in the 

process of rehabbing, and those 

waiting for loving hearts—with a 

little cash— to claim them and 

make them homes once more. We 

teamed up with the splendid Fine 

Arts Fair at Edwards Place, which 

combination gave us many more 

visitors, and we had our own wine-

and-cheese reception in the hand-

some Sculpture Garden on Enos 

across from Susie Q’s. Sangria, 

good crackers and cheeses, pleas-

ant company of neighbors and oth-

ers—and perfect weather! 

I’m sure Lola Lucas was with us in 

spirit. So many times she sat at a table on a busy cor-

ner, selling tickets for the tour, and greeting everyone 

with her infectious smile. We so miss her. But here is a 

column of hers from 1996, “Putting Your House on the 

Tour.” 

There’s a certain comfort (writes Lola) in confiding a 

dark secret and discovering that your mate shares it. In 

this case, I finally broke down and admitted it: I have a 

hard time finding our new house. Each time I drive 

down the street, I have to look for it. Turns out that 

Kevin has the same problem. 

We moved from Enos Park about a year and a half ago, 

and Washington Park is really as nice as people seem 

to think. We like our neighbors a lot, even though 

they’re a competitive bunch—who can get out and 

shovel the neighbors’ sidewalks for them the fastest? 

Of course we like the big houses and tree-lined streets 

and having the park itself only a few steps away. But 

we settled for a plain American four-square house, and 

while it’s roomy it simply doesn’t have the character of 

our blue house in Enos Park. There was never, ever a 

problem finding our house as we drove up Fourth 

Street—it gleamed like a beacon. Well, truth to tell, it’s 

a prettier house with painted lady detailing, a tiny attic 

balcony, just right for curling up and reading, bay win-

dows and elaborate carved mantels in both the parlor 

and dining room. The kitchen is big and filled with 

light. My mother always said it was 

an enchanted place with a serene 

and happy feel to it. 

Alas, our present home may have 

more prestige, but it has much less 

personality. We haven’t treated it 

like a living creature the way we did 

“The Wee Blue Hoose.” I loved our 

home in Enos Park just as I adored 

my black 1983 Thunderbird. For 

Kevin it’s even more pronounced 

because the blue house was by far 

the nicest place he’d ever lived up 

to that point. Our home now is lar-

ger and more elegant with its mod-

ern kitchen, but it lacks the architec-

tural detailing that made Fourth 

Street such a joy—the antique door-

knobs and light fixtures, for exam-

ple. 

One regret I have is that we didn’t put the blue house on 

the Enos Park Fall House Tour while we lived there. 

While it’s true that my dwellings mostly get cleaned 

when we’re about to have a party, they get really fixed 

up for a house tour. It’s almost as inspiring for taking 

care of the nagging little things as putting a house on the 

market. However, when the tour’s over, I get to continue 

to live there and benefit from my work! (Why do we do 

that? Why do we all so often wait to fix things until we 

move and then let other people benefit from them?) 

Have you ever considered putting your house on the 

tour?  Maybe you’re thinking, naw, it’s too much effort, 

too much expense. Well, you get to enjoy the improve-

ments, and it all probably needs doing anyway. But what 

if someone steals something, or “cases the joint” to 

come back later? This hasn’t happened to any house on 

a Springfield tour. We’ve never had a problem and nei-

ther have any other of the organizations we’ve talked to 

about their experiences with tours.  Finally you might 

say, oh,  we have such an ordinary house, who’d want to 

see it? The Enos Park tour is a broad cross-section of all 

types of dwellings in the area, showcasing not just the 

architecture, but the style of the people who live there. 

It’s a way to brag a bit about what we’re so proud of –

and deservedly so. 

Continued on page 5 
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If you put your home on tour we can help you research 

your house’s history and you’ll also receive a framed 

house portrait, the original from which the brochure 

drawings are taken. Get a jump start on clean-up and fix

-up by calling our executive director Marilyn Piland , 

and volunteering for this year’s tour! You’ll end up be-

ing glad you did. 

I don’t know if Lola’s promises from 1996 are still in 

practice—they should be! And also, we now show 

houses, as I indicated above, from all-slicked-up to sorta

-shabby—but rehabbable! So consider putting your 

house on tour, finished or in process….This month’s 

column has been taken from Lola’s book At Home in the 

Park, but I solicit your help. Will you prepare a column 

for a future Banner?  The theme is always neighborli-

ness. And I’ll help edit, if you wish. Call me at 544-

2916. 

— Jackie Jackson. 

Continued from page 4 

Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 

Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

2015 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Higginbotham, President ........................553-4629 

Dawn Mobley, Vice President ...............................572-1500 

Linda Maier, Treasurer ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 

Amber Rigor, Secretary .........................................370-7653 

Chris Becker, Director ...........................................685-2612 

Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 

Jane Buis Henry, Director......................................572-1773 

Steve Hughes, Director ..........................................371-0942 

Jack Kriel, Director ................... (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 

Calvin Pitts, Director .............................................638-7720 

Danyel Pitts, Director ............................................717-5346 

Marcus Stewart, Director .......................................816-4928 

Owen Anderson, Past President .............................528-9107 

Betsy Dollar, Associate Member, SAA .................523-2631 

Bill Barton, Associate Member, Westside ..... 630-340-1903 

Heidi Wareham, Associate Member, RCC ............498-9264 

Marilyn Piland, Executive Director .......................522-9381 

At Qik-n-EZ we're more than just a  

convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 

everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  

we are where you need us.  

Lola Lucas’s column continues, 

hosted by Lola’s friends, and 

occasionally by Lola herself 

through past writings. 

Will you volunteer a column, 

something about Enos Park? 

Call Jackie Jackson, 544-2916. 
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The Enos Park Banner 

Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-

ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. 

Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of 

each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 

522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@comcast.net.  The deadline for 

copy is the 20th.   
 

Advertising rates are: 

 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 

 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 

 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 

 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 

 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo. 

Opportunities are available for you to participate 

with the library. This is a chance that will bless the 

children as well as yourself. 

Hours 

Tuesday/Thursday: 3:00 - 6:00 pm 

Saturday: 1:00 - 4:00 pm 

Location 

Third Presbyterian Church Basement, 1030 N 7th St. 

Volunteer Assignments 

 Greeter/Welcome Desk (18 yrs. old and older) – 

Welcomes patrons entering the library. Provides 

directional information and insures that they have 

signed into the appropriate Attendance Log Sheet. 

 Cataloging (15 and older) – Shelves books, re-

files periodicals and does shelf-reading (making 

sure that books are in proper alphabetical and nu-

merical order) to make sure our books are where 

they belong.  Straightens shelves so books look 

neat and appealing to patrons. 

 Technology Troubleshooter (15 and older) – Di-

rectly helps the patrons work with computers and 

other technical equipment. May include a regular 

schedule or drop-in. 

 Book Cleaning (12 and older) – Works to 

brighten up some well-loved books. 

 Homework Helper (15 and older) – Assists with 

homework assignments. 

 Reading Program (15 and older) – Assists the 

Children’s Librarians in listening to patrons read 

age appropriate books.  This task may also include 

documenting and record keeping, especially during 

Special and/or Summer Reading Programs. 

 Special Events (15 and older) – Helps out with the 

set up of equipment, tables, booths, etc. for occa-

sional special programs. Assists Library staff in 

conducting the event as needed. Helps in general 

cleanup afterward. 

 Games (15 and older) – Plays games with patrons 

(multiple varieties of games including Monopoly, 

chess, puzzles, card games, and other board 

games). 

If you’d like to volunteer, you are encouraged to 

choose the area(s) that interest you and the hours that 

best suit you. 

Come by and “check-out” the library to see what it’s all 

about!. 

Please contact Judy Goin at (523-3052), Bob Colwell 

(891-5140) or Sharen Bucari at (741-6119). 

NCCL Craft Fair Fundraiser: 

CRAFTERS NEEDED! 
Calling all crafters for a juried craft fair!  

Details and application at www.epnia.com/NCCL 

SAVE THE DATE:  First Annual Sugar & Spice 

Craftstravaganza 

Saturday, Nov 21st , 9am-3 pm 

Northside Children’s Community Library News 

visit us on the web at 

www.EPNIA.com 

mailto:m.piland@comcast.net
http://www.epnia.com/NCCL
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