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After completing a ten
-month, $500,000 in-
terior restoration pro-
ject to return the first 
floor to its 1850s ap-
pearance, historic Ed-
wards Place is ready 
to welcome visitors 
once again.  The 
house officially 
opened to the public 
at an open house re-
ception on April 18; 
regularly scheduled 
tours resumed on 
April 21.   

The restoration to Ed-
wards Place included 
upgrading electrical systems, repairing 
plasterwork, refinishing walnut wood-
work, faux painting pine woodwork, and 
the installation of historically-appropriate 
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carpeting, wallpaper, and draperies.  Two 
fragments of 1850s wallpaper came to 
light during the restoration process; these 
were reproduced and installed in the east 

(Continued on page 2) 
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parlors.  Restoration was made possible through pri-
vate contributions, matched by a grant from the Jeffris 
Family Foundation of Janesville, Wisconsin. JFF has 
awarded a second matching grant to restore the sec-
ond story restoration, contact Mary Beth Burke to 
donate today. 

Tours are offered Tuesday-Friday at 1, 2, and 3 pm 
and Saturdays at 12, 1, and 2 pm.  Admission is $5 for 
adults; kids 10 and under are free. 

In celebration of the restoration, the 
Springfield Art Association is proud to 
announce the publication of Edwards 
Place: A Springfield Treasure by Cura-
tor of Collections Erika Holst.  This 
richly-illustrated, 150-page, full-color 
hardcover volume chronicles the story  

 

of Edwards Place, the people who lived within its 
walls, and the labor of love that restored it to its origi-
nal grandeur.  

Thanks to the generosity of the book’s sponsors, 
100% of the $35 purchase price goes to fund the res-
toration of the second floor of Edwards Place.  Copies 
may be purchased at the Art Association or ordered 
online at www.edwardsplace.org. 

The SAA is deeply grateful to Ash Street 
Upholstery, Evans Construction, Excit-
ing Windows by Susan Day, Fritsch 
Custom Finishes, Gfroerer Rug Comp-
nay, Gonet Designs Corporation, the 
Jeffris Family Foundation and Mans-
field Electric Company for making this 
book possible. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Northside Children’s 
Community Library 

The Northside Children’s Community Library has hired 
Amelia Kearnes and Dushun Hogan as co-coordinators. 
Amelia’s bio is below followed by Dushun’s. Effective 
June 1, NCCL will have summer hours of 1-4 p.m. on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. They will also be 
starting their summer reading program. For more infor-
mation, contact the library at 528-9277 or visit 
www.northsidechildrenslibrary.org. 

I am currently working towards a Master's degree in Li-
brary Science. I have a degree in early childhood educa-
tion with an emphasis on special populations. I wish to 
be a children's librarian as my permanent career. I love 
working at Northside Children's Library so far. It's a 
wonderful program and I love that we are able to meet 
needs of children in the Springfield area. When I'm not 
working, I read and knit and play with my dachshund, 
Lola.      —Amelia Kearnes 

I am currently attending Lincoln Land Community Col-
lege in pursuit of a business management degree. In my 
spare time I enjoy a good game of basketball and fish-
ing.        —Dushun Hogan 

2015 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Higginbotham, President ........................ 553-4629 
Dawn Mobley, Vice President ............................... 572-1500 
Linda Maier, Treasurer ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 
Amber Rigor, Secretary ......................................... 370-7653 
Chris Becker, Director ........................................... 685-2612 
Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 
Jane Buis Henry, Director ..................................... 572-1773 
Steve Hughes, Director .......................................... 371-0942 
Jack Kriel, Director .................. (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 
Calvin Pitts, Director ............................................. 638-7720 
Danyel Pitts, Director ............................................ 717-5346 
Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 
Owen Anderson, Past President ............................ 528-9107 
Betsy Dollar, Associate Member, SAA ................. 523-2631 
Bill Barton, Associate Member, Westside ..... 630-340-1903 
Heidi Wareham, Associate Member, RCC ............ 498-9264 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director ....................... 522-9381 

Report Nuisance Issues  

Call 787-ENOS 

http://www.edwardsplace.org/�
http://www.northsidechildrenslibrary.org/�
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Only 38% of People Can 
Perform This Lifesaving Act. 

Are You One of Them? 
Chances are you know (or are) someone whose life has 
been saved or improved by blood donation. Each year 
millions of Americans donate blood and 40,000 pints of 
blood are used every day in the United States – but more 
is needed. If you are among the 38 percent of Americans 
who can give blood, take the few minutes out of your 
schedule to donate. 

Blood donation only takes a little of your time and none 
of your money – but it may be the difference between 
life and death for someone else. 

“If you donate one pint of blood every 56 days (the mini-
mum time between whole blood donations), in one year 
you will have donated six pints of blood and approxi-
mately six hours of your time,” said Jessica Becker, do-
nor relations consultant, Central Illinois Community 
Blood Center. 

“For six pints and six hours of time, at the end of the 
year your donation will have saved or helped the lives of 
as many as 18 people. When a unit of whole blood is 
donated, it is separated into red cells, platelets and plas-
ma to get the right type and right product to the right pa-
tient.” 

Memorial Medical Center is one of many hospitals that 
benefit from local blood donations. 

“Accident victims, cancer patients and many other kinds 
of patients need blood transfusions,” said Linda Jones, 
DNS, RN, and vice president of operations at Memorial 
Health System. “Blood can’t be ‘manufactured’ – the 
only way we can get it is through generous individuals 
who donate.” 

Every two seconds, someone in the United States needs 
blood. Becker says that while all donors are valuable, 
you’re especially golden if you have O-negative blood or 
AB plasma running through your veins because you are a 
universal donor. Type O-negative blood (only about 9 
percent of the population) and AB plasma (3 percent of 
the population) is often kept for emergencies to be given 
before a blood type is known. These blood products are 
in constant demand. 

Because an adequate supply of blood is crucial to patient 
care, Memorial Medical Center hosts a blood drive on its 
campus several times throughout the year for the Central 
Illinois Community Blood Center. Employees and the 
public are encouraged to donate. Other blood drives are 
held throughout the community, or you can schedule an 
appointment for blood donation at Central Illinois Com-
munity Blood Center (affiliated with the Mississipipi 
Valley Regional Blood Center). For more information, 
go to www.bloodcenter.org or call (800) 747-5401. 

C o m m u n i t y  
H e a l t h  C o r n e r  
By Memorial Medical Center 

In 2014, the Illinois Housing Development Authority 
(IHDA) created the Blight Reduction Program (BRP) 
under the Hardest Hit Fund Program to prevent 
avoidable foreclosures and stabilize neighborhoods 
through blight removal. BRP is funded through the 
Troubled Asset Relief Program, a U.S. Department of 
Treasury managed resource.   

Municipalities can apply for funds to acquire and 
demolish blighted properties, but they are required to 
partner with a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization. In 
December, Abby Walden from the Office of Public 
Works worked with EPNIA and TSP-Hope to submit a 
request for funding. Last month we were notified that 
the City of Springfield was chosen to receive $280,000 
of blight reduction funding. Approximately $210,000 
will be spent in Enos Park to acquire and tear down 
blighted properties. We are happy to have been selected 
to participate in this program and appreciate the city’s 
help in securing funds for the neighborhood. 

Did You Know 
By Michelle Higginbotham, President EPNIA  

http://www.bloodcenter.org/�
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Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 
Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

Stranger danger: Keeping your 
kids safe in the cyber age  

Written by Laura Bottom, SIU School of Medicine 

Many parents monitor with whom their children play, 
where they go, what kind of music they listen to and 
the types of television programs they watch. Children 
are taught not to answer the door if they’re home 
alone and not to talk to strangers or give out infor-
mation over the telephone.  

But even caring parents can be unaware of dangers 
under their own roofs, literally at their children’s fin-
gertips. 

The Internet has changed the way we see the world 
and has created innumerable ways to communicate, 
gather information and make purchases. Unfortunate-
ly, along with this new wealth of access, children and 
adolescents can fall prey to predators lurking within 
the realm of cyberspace. Seemingly harmless comput-
er activity can become dangerous for kids without the 
proper supervision and education. 

Some online risks include:  

Cyber bullying 

 Inappropriate chat room conversations and/or pro-
motion of hate or violent behavior 

Easy access and exposure to pornographic materials 

Child predators posing as peers Photo sharing that 
could prove regrettable later 

Disclosure of personal or household information to 
an unknown source and risk of identity theft 

Less time used for physical activity 

Lost time for developing social skills, face-to-face 
interaction and body language cues 

Meghan Golden, a behavioral health consultant at SIU 
Center for Family Medicine/Memorial Counseling 
Associates, suggests some common sense parental 
supervision be applied to computer activity. “Bullying 
and other predatory activity has made it more im-
portant than ever for parents to ensure that they are 
able to see their children and adolescents’ online ac-
tivity,” says Golden. “This can make it possible for 
parents to model appropriate online behavior and, if 

needed, take steps to protect their children from poten-
tial danger.”    

To help children safely use the Internet and social net-
working sites, the experts at SIU recommend that par-
ents: 

Limit the amount of computer time 

Explain the importance of keeping personal infor-
mation private 

Teach them to never meet with anyone they’ve met 
online 

Use parental control features 

Remind children that not everything they read 
online is true 

Teach them to only post information they are com-
fortable with everyone seeing 

Monitor the content of the child’s personal social 
media page 

Teach children to use the same courtesy as if they 
were talking to someone in person  

Consider investing in web filtering programs to 
block inappropriate content on home computers 

“The communication and research abilities of modern 
computers and smartphones are amazing, but having 
access to too much information can be a bad thing, 
especially when it comes to inappropriate websites,” 
says Michael Goldberg, a behavioral health consultant 
at the SIU Center for Family Medicine. 

Goldberg warns parents to keep an eye on how their 
children are using their smartphones, too. If necessary, 
parents can consult their wireless providers about lim-
iting Internet access for certain lines on their plans. 
Phones without access to the Internet or social media 
are also available.   

With all of the technology available today, children 
are bound to surf the web and interact through social 
media pages. A smart parent makes sure his or her 
child does it in a respectful, safe and positive way.  

Copyright © SIU School of Medicine, 
Springfield, Illinois 
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SPRINGFIELD – A community open house will 
begin at 2 p.m. Sunday, May 17, for the Memorial 
Center for Learning and Innovation, at the inter-
section of Rutledge and Miller streets on the Me-
morial Medical Center campus. A brief ceremony 
and ribbon-cutting will start at 2:15 p.m.; visitors 
can tour the four-story building from 2:30 to 5 
p.m. 

The 72,000-square-foot Memorial Center for 
Learning and Innovation (MCLI) is a technologi-
cally advanced learning environment where Me-
morial employees, medical residents and the non-
profit hospital’s physician and community-health 
partners will develop and strengthen their clinical 
skills and knowledge. 

“This state-of-the-art facility will play a key role 
in fulfilling Memorial Health System’s mission to 
improve the health of the people and communities 
we serve,” said Edgar J. Curtis, the health system’s 
president and chief executive officer. “The nearly 
1 million patients our health system has the privi-
lege of caring for every year deserve nothing but 
the highest quality care.” 

The Memorial Center for Learning and Innovation 
includes a 16,000-square-foot Simulation Center 
on the third floor. The simulation area features 10 
separate simulated environments, including a 
nurse’s station, patient room, operating room, an 
office and an exam room modeled after Memorial 
Physician Services and ExpressCare rooms. 

An intensive care room serves a dual purpose as a 
labor and delivery room. Two rooms – a trauma 
bay and a treatment room – simulate an emergency 
department setting. The Simulation Center also has 
a mock residence with a kitchen, living room, bed-
room and bathroom in 1,300 square feet; the area, 
which has half walls for easy observation, can be 
used for training by ambulance providers, fire-
fighters and home service and hospice caregivers. 

A high-tech ambulance simulator, which mimics 
on-the-road movement, allows emergency medical 
technicians to train as if they’re transporting pa-
tients to the hospital. 

“The MCLI is designed to improve the capability 
and capacities of the healthcare workforce,” said 
Aimee Allbritton, vice president of organization 
development and chief learning officer for Memo-
rial Health System. “The Simulation Center, in 
particular, will help our clinical teams improve 
communication and build rapport with each other 
so they’re well-prepared for real-life encounters on 
the job.” 

On the fourth floor, medical residents with South-
ern Illinois University School of Medicine will 
hone their skills in the Surgical Skills Center with 
the use of computer simulators, virtual-reality 
technology and a half-dozen surgical-skills train-
ing areas. The Surgical Skills Center is also availa-
ble to Memorial’s clinical staff, including nurses, 
nurse practitioners and physician assistants. 

Other features in the MCLI include the 350-seat 
M.G. Nelson Family Auditorium, multiple class-
rooms seating from 10 to 120 people, several crea-
tive collaborative workspaces and the Food For 
Thought Café, which features paninis, salads, 
soups, pizzas and daily sandwich specials.   

The MCLI is one part of Memorial Medical Cen-
ter’s campus expansion known as Advancing Care 
by Design. The next phase scheduled to open will 
be three new floors with 114 private patient rooms 
at the hospital’s main entrance. That phase is ex-
pected to be completed before the end of the year. 

Two more operating rooms will also be ready at 
the year’s end; the majority of the new surgery 
area opened in March. 

Memorial Center for Learning and Innovation 
Invites Public to Community Open House 
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On April 28th, the Committee Of The Whole put on the 
debate agenda an ordinance I co-sponsored with the 
Mayor that could save CWLP millions. CWLP is trying 
to refinance $450 million in debt to take advantage of 
lower interest rates to reduce our utility's approximate-
ly $42 million a year debt payments. Refinancing could 
save CWLP approximately $2 to $3 million a year over 
the next 22 years, yielding a total savings of up to $66 
million. 

However, if CWLP goes into another technical default, 
none of the savings will occur because CWLP would 
be denied a lower interest rate.  To avoid technical de-
fault, CWLP's ratio of revenues to operating expenses 
must be 125%. The proposed ordinance would refund 
to CWLP from the City Corporate fund reserves 
enough PILOT funds to get that ratio up to 125%. 
Lowering annual debt payments would keep our elec-
tric rates lower. 

PILOT or Payment In Lieu of Taxes are payments 
CWLP are paid the Corporate fund to mimic tax reve-
nue the City would earn from a utility tax if CWLP 
were a private utility. The transfer would take funds 
sitting in the Corporate fund and simply move them to 
the CWLP fund. Obviously, CWLP is not in a good 
financial position, but this ordinance makes the best of 
a bad situation. Passing it is a no brainer. 

May 7th marks the end of my two terms on the City 
Council and one on the County Board. This is roughly 
my 144th View from County Board and City Hall col-
umn. Although sometimes grueling, it has been good 
for me and hopefully you, too. It forced me to take 
stock each month of what I had done for our neighbor-
hood and city and what I could do better the next 
month. 

It has been an honor and privilege to serve the good 
people of Ward 5, and to work with all the dedicated 
people, especially your hands-on President, Michelle 
Higginbotham, who make the EPNIA the premiere 
neighborhood association in Springfield. 

Some of the highlights of my work on the Council in-
clude: 

 Helping the homeless by establishing the program 
for CWLP customers to Round Up their bill pay-
ments, almost $100,000 of assistance so far; 

 Banning panhandling downtown and establishing 
community service as a punishment instead of fines 
most offenders couldn't pay; 

 Enacting the first major 3-year infrastructure reha-
bilitation program that, in its first year, improved or 
constructed 100 miles of streets and 400,000 square 
feet of sidewalk; 

 Passed an under-18 tanning ban to protect youth 
from the ravages of skin cancer that later led to a 
statewide ban; 

 Passed an ordinance prohibiting gender discrimina-
tion by lake clubs, some of which had banned wom-
en from being members; 

 Took the lead in TIF projects that created the Coun-
ty Market grocery store and is helping to fund  the 
Kidzeum children's museum downtown;  

 Co-sponsored the vacant properties ordinance that 
put a 3-year limit on the formerly endless cycle of 
registering vacant properties with code violations;  

 Served as a watchdog and brought more accounta-
bility to city government by requiring the Mayor to 
file all Executive Orders with the City Clerk and 
empowering the City council, as opposed to Corpo-
ration Counsel, to decide when to make public the 
minutes and audio of executive sessions; 

 Passed an ordinance to prevent another “shredgate” 
by mandating that all changes to collective bargain-
ing agreements be ratified by the City Council and 
signed by the Mayor; 

 Helped secure $4.26 million of TIF funds for Enos 
Park for improvements and financing the Enos Park 
Development LLC's purchase of 89 problem proper-
ties; 

 Saved City more than $1 million every year by help-
ing consolidate the City's 4 garages into one, creat-
ing efficiencies and eliminating duplication; 

 Helped make Springfield a leader in central Illinois 
in demolishing problem properties... 310 in the last 
4 years, compared to 50 in prior 8; and secured addi-
tional demolition funding in this year's budget. 

(Continued on page 7) 

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

visit us on the web at 

www.EPNIA.com 
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 Voted for body cameras for Springfield police offic-
ers, funded in current year's budget. 

While vast improvements have been made, much remains 
to be done. I introduced, with Ald. Doris Turner, an ordi-
nance to speed up the 3-year timeline now allowed for 
registered properties to be fixed up. Many citizens com-
plained that too many owners wait until the end of the 3 
years to do anything. Ald. Turner, who now represents 
part of Enos Park and remains on the Council, intends to 
work for passage of this, and other Aldermen expressed 
support for this concept, but asked for more time to de-
velop the details. 

During the campaign, I proposed creation of a North 
Grand Ave. TIF similar to the MacArthur corridor TIF to 
revive this once thriving corridor. The State Journal-

Register praised this after the election as one of the 10 
great ideas from the campaign. I hope Ald. Turner and 
Ald.-Elect Andrew Proctor pick up the ball and run with 
this.   

I wish Mayor-Elect Langfelder, Ald.-Elect Proctor and 
the rest of the new City Council all the best in their new 
jobs.  My offer to help Ald.-Elect Proctor is sincere and 
heartfelt, because my only objective has always been the 
betterment of our community. I hope I moved the ball 
closer to the moving goal line and wish Mr. Proctor suc-
cess in moving it farther. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, represents Ward 5. 
He can be reached at samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; 

fax 525-1047 or 915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

At Qik-n-EZ we're more than just a  
convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 
everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  
we are where you need us.  

The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. 
Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of 
each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 
522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@comcast.net or fax 522-3060.  
The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 

Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

http://us.mc431.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=samcahnman@yahoo.com�
mailto:m.piland@comcast.net�
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Dear Enos Park Neighbors— 

We have just lost one of Enos Park’s dearest, Lola 
Lucas, who for many years has written the last page of 
the Banner.  She died April 25, at home, after a six 
year struggle with cancer. With all her difficulties she 
maintained her responsible job with the State, retired 
only a short while ago, wrote for the Banner, wrote 
inspired poetry, was a devoted partner to husband 
Kevin Brown, and a capable and caring mentor to 
many writers. 

Though she and Kevin moved from Enos Park years 
ago, for better housing for Lola’s life-long disability, 
Lola remained an Enos Parker at heart. You’d see the 
two at a street corner card table, punching tickets for 
one of our autumn house tours. 

There is a book you should all have: 
At Home in the Park: Loving a 
Neighborhood Back to Life. There 
will surely be copies at her 
“Celebration of Life,” later this 
spring. Another Enos Park book is 
in preparation: Lola’s Banner pages 
since 2006. She asked me to be her 
literary executor and I am blessed to 
have that honor. 

I met Lola over twenty years ago 
when she enrolled in my Fantasy 
class at the University—she and 
Kevin were ardent fantasy fans, go-
ing to Conns here and abroad: I 
went to one with them, in St. Louis, 
and was hugged by Ray Bradbury! 
The couple were consummate community builders—
bringing people together from different areas—bike 
club, writers. Enos Parkers, others—through their reg-
ular parties—Hallowe’en with great costumes! Fourth 
of July, a spring “Cheese Cake Competition” and a 
Christmas Eve party for those without families nearby. 
As well as other get-togethers as opportunities for ca-
maraderie arose.  

I want to share a few of the many comments from her 
writer friends to her, or about her, that have funneled 
through me:  

From Rodd, once himself of Enos Park: 

“Here is how it has long looked to me, that the 
world has been incredibly hard on Lola's body, 
but never could diminish her spirit.” 

Yosh, sent from London: 

“Lola, I want you to know how precious a pres-
ence you became in the few years I grew to 
know you. Your luminous graciousness and 
kind words to fellow writers  and others remain 
instructive. Your grit in meeting physical chal-
lenges equally instructive. Please know I was 
observant of and appreciated the goodness of 
human spirit you generously shared. Unique 
you are. I hope the lonely journey you are em-
barked on—one each of us will face in time--is 
yet marked by comfort, appropriate quiet, bril-
liant colours and patterns, and a celestial choir 
of the thousands of angels waiting to greet you. 
I will miss you.” 

Pat: 

“How my heart is hurting right now.  I knew 
Lola's time was limited, but not yet.....not yet!  
I sent her a card on Friday morning, when I still 
thought she'd bounce back as she has so many 
times.  Damn cancer! So much courage, such 
an indomitable spirit from childhood on.  Now 
we have to let her go in the belief that such a 
gentle spirit will live on in that dimension 
where spirit belongs.” 

Shawna: 

“I just sent Lola a note. She is like an aunt to 
me.  We've had so many good conversations 
over the years, and she helped me to get out of 
my shell, and she, of course, gave great feed-
back, and I enjoyed her work greatly. I will be 
forever grateful that I found the writing group 
and all the fantastic, kind, loving, supportive 
people in it—people like Lola.” And after her 
death, “ She was so warm, so generous, so tal-
ented...She offered me a lot of her thoughts 
about getting through the rough patches in life, 
and accepting myself as I was. She was always 
a wise and sympathetic ear I could turn to.  She 
will be sorely missed.” 

And Nancy: 

“I firmly believe that for her radiant spirit this 
is not a tragedy—only a transition.” 

And I say to Lola, 

“What a blessing you’ve been to Enos Park! 
You will continue to be!” 

      Jackie Jackson 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 

You can find At 
Home in the 
Park: Loving a 
Neighborhood 
Back to Life at 
Amazon.com. 

http://www.amazon.com/At-Home-Park-Loving-Neighborhood/dp/0595364829�


E n o s  P a r k  C A L E N D A R  
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