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Back in 2005, the city of Springfield was 
preparing for the grand opening of the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library 
and Museum, and the tens of thousands 
of tourists who were coming to town for 
that event. A group called “Company is 
Coming” was formed to help clean up the 
downtown area and make sure that we, as 
a city, were prepared to make a good im-
pression on our visitors. That group has 
recently been revived, this time to pre-
pare for the Lincoln Funeral Procession 
taking place the first weekend of May 
and the 25,000-50,000 visitors who are 
anticipated to be visiting Springfield.  

Company is Coming Again is made up of 
representatives from Downtown Spring-
field, Inc., the Lincoln home site, the Old 
State Capitol, Enos Park Neighborhood 
Improvement Association, Springfield 
Art Association, Lincoln Park Neighbor-
hood Association, and the City of Spring-
field. The main focus is on clean up and 
beautification efforts for downtown and 
the surrounding areas that are part of the 
processional route as well as assisting 
with logistical needs such as greeting and 
directing tourists. 

One very exciting development is the 
United Way’s commitment to providing 
volunteers through their spring Days of 

Action. On Saturday, April 25, all of the 
United Way volunteers that day will be 
assisting with various clean-up projects 
along the processional route. EPNIA and 
the Springfield Art Association will also 
be recruiting additional volunteers to help 
that day (see “Did You Know” for addi-
tional information).  

While the processional will be traveling 
along 4th St. on the way to Oak Ridge 
Cemetery, there will be tourists through-
out the entire neighborhood. Approxi-
mately 5,000 Civil War re-enactors are 
expected, and there will be encampments 
at Edwards Place, Benedictine Universi-
ty, and Lincoln Park. Enos Park is going 
to be right in the middle of the action for 
all of the visitors going back and forth 
between downtown and Oak Ridge Cem-
etery. In addition, the Springfield Art As-
sociation is planning several “mourning 
teas” that weekend, and EPNIA intends 
to hold a historic home tour on Saturday, 
May 2nd.  

Even if you are not able to participate in 
the clean-up day on April 25, please 
make an effort to ensure that your home 
and yard are looking their best for the 
festivities the following weekend and 
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encourage your neighbors to do the same. Also, re-
member that homeowners in the area are being asked to 
drape their porches or front doors with black bunting, 
as was the custom in Lincoln’s time. The deadline has 
passed to order black bunting through the Funeral Coa-
lition, but you may still purchase it on your own from a 
fabric store if you would like to participate.  

If you are interested in finding out more about any of 
the Lincoln Funeral Coalition events, contact Michelle 
Higginbotham at 553-4629 / president@epnia.com or 
Dawn Mobley at 801-0751 / mobleydawn@gmail.com. 

(Continued from page 1) 

visit us on the web at 

www.EPNIA.com 

After a nine month renovation, In His Hands Orphans 
Outreach (IHHOO) is excited to announce that 1149 
N. 7th is under contract for purchase, and the closing is 
expected at the end of March.  This complete home 
renovation of an 1880's home was featured at the Janu-
ary Neighborhood Night In, and after only a few short 
weeks was under contract.  This was IHHOO's first 
home renovation with goals to meet the EPNIA's mis-
sion of attracting new homeowners and with all pro-
ceeds of the sale of the home to be applied to IHHOO's 
mission of helping some of the approximately 165 mil-
lion orphans in the world.  

IHHOO would like to invite everyone to its annual Or-
phan Banquet on March 28 at the Crowne Plaza at 6pm, 
featuring musical entertainment by Mark Schultz.  For 
tickets or to learn more about helping orphans,  hosting 
an orphan this summer, or going to Haiti or China to 
help orphans, go to www.inhishandsorphans.org or 
contact Michelle McGowan at  
michelle@inhishandsorphans.org. 

IHHOO would like to thank the following core volun-
teers, organizations, and businesses that made this reno-
vation possible resulting in neighborhood transfor-
mation and helping orphans: 

A very special thank you to our skilled carpenter, Tom 
Hayes, for his beautiful work on the front porch, inside 
staircases, and throughout the home, as well as our lead 
volunteers, Jim Kunkle, Bruce Hays, Ed Jackson, Tom 
Gibbons, Jim Craven, Curt Mavis, and David Small 
with Dream Like Services for their servant hearts and 
making this home renovation a reality. 

1149 N 7th St. Under Contract 

1149 N 7th—sale pending! 

mailto:president@epnia.com�
mailto:mobleydawn@gmail.com�
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If you’re interested in participating in the activities leading up 
to the Lincoln Funeral Procession the first weekend of May, 
here are just a few ways to get involved. 

1. Participate in the United Way’s spring Days of Service. 
Saturday, April 25 will be devoted to clean up and 
beautification efforts along the processional route, and you 
can sign up specifically for projects in Enos Park as an 
individual or with your neighborhoods. Children over the 
age of 8 are welcome to participate as well. Go to  
http://volunteer.springfieldunitedway.org/ to get registered. 

2. EPNIA will be selling Lincoln penny ribbons and flower 
baskets as fundraisers tied to the Lincoln funeral events. If 
you’d like to help with making the ribbons or taking 
orders, contact Amber Rigor at 370-7653 / 
marajrspr@yahoo.com or  Jane Buis-Henry at 572-1773 / 
justjane59@sbcglobal.net. 

3. Greeters will be needed to hand out maps and answer 
questions from tourists. There will be greeters at various 
key locations throughout the weekend, including in Enos 
Park during the home tour on Saturday and the 
processional on Sunday. If you would be interested in 
serving as a greeter, contact Dawn Mobley at 801-0751 / 
mobleydawn@gmail.com. 

Did You Know 
By Michelle Higginbotham, President EPNIA  

2015 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Higginbotham, President ........................ 553-4629 
Dawn Mobley, Vice President ............................... 572-1500 
Linda Maier, Treasurer ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 
Amber Rigor, Secretary ......................................... 370-7653 
Chris Becker, Director ........................................... 658-2612 
Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 
Jane Buis Henry, Director ..................................... 572-1773 
Steve Hughes, Director .......................................... 371-0942 
Jack Kriel, Director .................. (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 
Calvin Pitts, Director ............................................. 638-7720 
Danyel Pitts, Director ............................................ 717-5346 
Marcus Stewart, Director ....................................... 816-4928 
Owen Anderson, Past President ............................. 528-9107 
Betsy Dollar, Associate Member, SAA ................. 523-2631 
Bill Barton, Associate Member, Westside ..... 630-340-1903 
Heidi Wareham, Associate Member, RCC ............ 498-9264 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director ....................... 522-9381 

Report Nuisance Issues  

Call 787-ENOS 

http://volunteer.springfieldunitedway.org/�
mailto:marajrspr@yahoo.com�
mailto:justjane59@sbcglobal.net�
mailto:mobleydawn@gmail.com�
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Good Neighbor Award 
One of the great things about living in Enos Park 
is the way we all look out for each other. We 
would like to start recognizing some of the peo-
ple who go above and beyond to help out their 
neighbors. Each month the Outreach team will 
choose someone to recognize in the Banner and 
at our monthly membership meeting for being a 
good neighbor. 

This year’s first Good Neighbor award goes to 
Kyle Dotson for his efforts in clearing the snow 
from the sidewalks. Not only did he plow his 
own sidewalk, he plowed all the main sidewalks 
throughout the neighborhood, and then he did it 
all over again the following weekend when we 
got more snow!  

Kyle and his wife Patty are in the process of ren-
ovating 918 N. 5th, a house they purchased from 
Enos Park Development, and converting it from 
a triplex back to a single family home. A big 
thank you to Kyle for making life easier for eve-
ryone else in the neighborhood. 

If you would like to nominate a Good Neighbor, 
contact the chair of the Outreach team, Danyel 
Pitts at 717-5346 / danyel3@hotmail.com. 

The results of Kyle Dotson's Good Neighbor work 

At Qik-n-EZ we're more than just a  
convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 
everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  
we are where you need us.  

mailto:danyel3@hotmail.com�
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The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. 
Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of 
each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 
522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@comcast.net or fax 522-3060.  
The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 

Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

mailto:m.piland@comcast.net�
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The City Council Committee of the Whole unani-
mously passed my budget amendment, increasing 
funding for the demolition of run-down buildings in 
our new city budget.  The amended budget later passed 
the full City Council and was signed into law by the 
Mayor. 

It is the Mayor's job to propose a city budget for each 
fiscal year, from March 1st to February 28th.  I was 
surprised that Mayor Houston's proposed budget for 
the fiscal year, starting March 1, 2015, reduced spend-
ing for demolitions from the budget we passed last 
year. 

If anything, we need to spend more on demolishing 
abandoned run-down buildings in our older neighbor-
hoods.  A reduction would be a step backwards that 
was clearly unacceptable to the people I represent.  I 
immediately condemned this part of the budget and 
vowed to restore the funding. 

The Houston Administration and Aldermen have done 
a tremendous job at stepping up the number of demoli-
tions, and this was no time to reverse that.  Since De-
cember 2011 the city has demolished 257 structures 
and that number is expected to go up to 300 by the end 
of the Houston Administration.  In the previous four 
years, less than 50 buildings had been demolished! 

I introduced a budget amendment to increase spending 
on demolitions to last year's level. I asked Ald. Doris 
Turner (3) to join me as a co-sponsor, and she did.  
During the debate on the amendment, four other Al-
dermen jumped on as co-sponsors, so in the end we 
had 6 of the 10 aldermen as co-sponsors!  It was good 
to see this level of commitment by our Aldermen to 
something so crucial to the revitalization of our older 
neighborhoods. 

Another budget amendment very important to Enos 
Park and Lincoln Park that I co-sponsored was also 
adopted, but in a divided voice vote.  Ald. Joe 
McMenamin's (7) research revealed that the 1865 
Springfield City Council had appropriated $20,000 
toward the cost of President Abraham Lincoln's funer-
al reenactment. Ald. Mcmenamin introduced a budget 
amendment to provide $20,000 to assist the Funeral 
Coalition in its work to reenact Lincoln's funeral May 

2nd & 3rd.  The reenacted funeral and its procession 
through the heart of Enos and Lincoln Park is expected 
to attract thousands from across the country and world. 

$20,000 in 1865 dollars would be $289,855 today, so 
that amount is symbolic, but still important to the cash 
strapped Coalition.  Ald. Gail Simpson (2) and Kris 
Theilen (8) also joined as co-sponsors.    

The appointment of Ward 5 resident Tim Butler to 
take former Rep. Rich Brauer's seat in the Illinois 
House marks the first time in more than 12 years that a 
resident of the city of Springfield will represent our 
city in the Illinois General Assembly.  The last city 
resident to do so was former Rep. Gwen Klingler, who 
left office in 2003.The 87th House District includes 
Lincoln Park and other neighborhoods north of North 
Grand.  I look forward to working with Rep-appointee 
Butler on legislation that helps our city and assists old-
er neighborhoods like those that make up our ward.  

Because of the dearth of state legislators from the city 
of Springfield, I testified on behalf of our ward and 
city before the House Redistricting Committee in 2011 
when it was drawing our new legislative maps after the 
2010 census.  I noted that the population of Springfield 
exceeds that of a House District, and urged the Com-
mittee to draw one House District entirely within the 
city limits of Springfield.  Even though that did not 
happen, I am elated that our city finally has one of our 
own representing us in the Illinois General Assembly.  
I wish Tim well in the difficult task that lies ahead of 
him! 

Those new light bulbs shaped like wires of glass going 
around in circles should not be thrown out with your 
household garbage.  They contain mercury, which is 
hazardous to the environment.  The Compact Fluores-
cent Lamps or CFLs should be disposed of at one of 
the CFL recycling centers listed below, or at the 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection April 11th 
that I'll detail in my April column.   

CFLs use 75 per cent less energy than the old incan-
descent light bulbs.  An Energy Star qualified CFL 
lasts 10,000 hours, compared to an incandescent’s 
1,000, and can save $40 in energy costs. CFL recy-
clers:  Springfield Electric-700 N. 9th, 788-2100; U.S. 
Electric-301 N. 1st, 522-3347; and the two Lowes:  
2560 Wabash, 535-4540 and 3101 Wabash, 787-2300. 

(Continued on page 7) 

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 



P a g e  7  V o l u m e  X X V I ,  N u m b e r  3  

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, represents Ward 5. He 
can be reached at samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 
525-1047 or 915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

March 10th is the deadline to register to vote or change 
your voter registration address if you aren't properly regis-
tered and want to vote in the important April 7th election.  
That's when we elect our Mayor, Aldermen and other city 
and local elected officials, including School Board, which 
spends more of your tax dollars than any other local gov-
ernment! 

You can now register or change your address on line at 
https://ova.elections.il.gov.  You can register in person at 
the Sangamon County Election Office in the County 
Building, 209 S. 9th, Rm. 105, or call 753-8683, and they 
will send you a form to fill out and mail back, or you can 
call me at my number or email at the end of this column.  

I am a deputy registrar.   

If you miss the March 10th deadline, you can still do 
Grace Period Registration and Voting at the Sangamon 
County Election Office up to Saturday, April 4th.  If you 
can't make it to the polls April 7th, you can have a ballot 
mailed to you or vote early.  For details call the number 
above or go to:  www.sangamoncountyclerk.com/
Elections.  

(Continued from page 6) 

Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 
Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

http://us.mc431.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=samcahnman@yahoo.com�
https://ova.elections.il.gov/�
http://www.sangamoncountyclerk.com/Elections/�
http://www.sangamoncountyclerk.com/Elections/�
http://www.sangamoncountyclerk.com/Elections/�
http://www.sangamoncountyclerk.com/Elections/�


P a g e  8  

I’m writing this when Springfield just got a foot of 
snow, yet relatively speaking, it’s been  mild this sea-
son and with any luck we’ll reach spring without any 
stories to tell. There will be no t-shirts bragging, “I 
survived the winter of 2015.” 

Still, I’ve been indoors a lot and developed a habit of 
playing Solitaire as a pastime. It has pleasant associa-
tions with being a kid and learning card games from 
my aunt Kay. We spent many happy hours at the 
kitchen table playing with a worn Bicycle deck so 
supple that shuffling was a pleasure even in my six 
year old hands. Later I used the Solitaire that came 
with Windows to develop my computer mouse han-
dling skills: point, click, hold, drag, and drop.  Nowa-
days the version on my Kindle works by tapping on a 
card on screen and it leaps into position. 

People play all sorts of games on their phones and 
tablets. I’ve stuck with the classic I know rather than 
wandering around farms or crushing candy—yes, 
very old school of me. Along the way it occurred to 
me that Solitaire has some things in common with 
rehabbing a house in Enos Park. (Of course, its other 
name is Patience and that’s a clue right there!) Any-
one who’s ever tackled projects large or small knows 
that you win some, you lose some, but it takes persis-
tent effort to eventually rack up the wins.  

Solitaire has been popular since at least the 1870’s, 
lasting perhaps because it hits the reward centers in 
the brain. The right card—snatch it! The next one 
turns up, either a pleasant surprise or a quick frown 
of disappointment. Many thousands of years of hunt-
ing and gathering have gone into finely tuned in-
stincts to recognize what we’re looking for. There’s 
something of the same thrill of the hunt in finding the 
house in Enos Park that meets your needs and also 
fulfills your desires. At modest prices you can grab a 
bargain. 

However, Solitaire also demonstrates that what you 
want so desperately at one point may have little value 
later. Oh please, oh please, a red six! But by the next 

game those are no longer needed. Similarly, if you 
rehabbed your home 20 years ago, the white carpet 
that seemed so chic has long since turned shabby and 
now you yearn for something else. (Odds are that it’s 
not more white carpet. What were people thinking?) 

I’ve discovered that the game I thought I knew has 
nuances and moves I’d never considered. The point is 
to move cards around until they are ordered by suit 
from ace to king. It’s possible to shift cards within 
rows or even move them back down into play again if 
it means freeing up cards. Similarly, you may think 
your drilling or sawing is unparalleled—and maybe it 
is—but then again, perhaps an advanced carpentry 
class would up your game. Check Lincoln Land 
Community College or better yet, volunteer at Habi-
tat for Humanity to get new ideas and techniques. 

I always remember my aunt Kay telling me to con-
centrate on essentials such as given a choice between 
two cards, reduce the largest pile over on the right. 
It’s sad to have all four aces up, all kings out, and no 
way to get at the last one or two cards that are face 
down. That reminds me that unglamorous necessities 
should be dealt with before the fun stuff. A leaky roof 
that’s dripping into a new chandelier is a dubious 
achievement. However, I would toss in that some 
improvements can be inexpensive and morale build-
ing such as new drapes even if the windows haven’t 
been replaced. A bit of color freshening helps a lot. 

If winning, near the end more cards are immediately 
useful as they appear. They quickly pop right into 
place. That’s because all that’s left is what fits into 
the puzzle. Similarly, a rehab project may start off 
with bright hopes and some ill-assorted parts. Once 
the cabinets are hung and the sink is in, the right soap 
dispenser just sort of falls into line. 

Solitaire has an option to increase challenges since 
with computer settings it can be made easier or hard-
er to win. Other variations can be mastered. It’s also 
possible to compete with my own fastest time for a 
win. Some people become serial rehabbers and move 
from a completed house to a new project; each one is 

(Continued on page 9) 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 
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a new challenge and inevitably a learning experience. 
With luck and hard work, it also represents a tidy profit 
for the time and materials invested in it. 

Something that is not similar is that Solitaire is most of-
ten, well, solitary. I’ve heard of cooperative and competi-
tive multiplayer versions but have never experienced that 
myself. Certainly in Enos Park there’s no reason to go it 
alone on a rehab project. There are plenty of folks in EP-
NIA available to share advice, not to mention neighbors 
who can be lured over the fence to lend a hand. Play your 
cards right and there might even be some grant funding 
available.  

Spring is returning so it will soon be time to put the 
games down and embark on a real adventure! 

Each player must accept the cards life deals him or 
her: but once they are in hand, he or she alone must 
decide how to play the cards in order to win the 
game.     —Voltaire 

(Continued from page 8) 

Amazon review: “A good read, though 
I've never renovated a home. But it's 
more than that, it's the author's insights 
into life, love, family, career and how it 
all tied together with restoring a home 
and a neighborhood. Anyone who has 
ever brought a home or neighborhood 
back to life should appreciate this book. I 
have a lot of respect for these urban pioneers.” Lola is at 
work on a second collection of columns published in the 
Enos Park Banner from 2006-2014, Restoring Enos Park: 
An In-Progress Success Story. 

The bottom line: 
colorectal cancer screening saves lives 

Written by Laura Bottom, SIU School of Medicine  

In Illinois Colorectal cancer strikes 6,500 adults every 
year, and 2,500 of those diagnosed die from this disease, 
according to the American Cancer Society. Colorectal 
cancer is the third leading cancer killer in both men and 
women in the U.S., simply put getting a regular colorectal 
cancer screening can save your life.  

Here’s how it works: cancer is named for the part of the 
body where it is first discovered. It forms when cells in 
the body grow and divide out of control. Colorectal can-
cer occurs in the colon or rectum, part of the large intes-
tine. Colon cancer usually starts from a polyp, a growth of 
cells that should not be on the lining of the colon. Over 
time it could turn into cancer. “Regular colorectal screen-
ing is one of the most powerful tools for preventing colo-
rectal cancer,” says SIU Center for Family Medicine’s 
Care Coordinator Sharron Wise, RN, BSN. “The screen-
ing can remove polyps before they develop into cancer or 
in the early stages when it is highly curable.”  

Colorectal cancer can be easily prevented by keeping up 
to date with your screenings. Only 62.5% of eligible Illi-
noisans get regular colorectal cancer screenings, accord-
ing to the American Cancer Society. Chances of develop-
ing colorectal cancer increase when you turn 50, but if 
everyone 50 years or older had regular screening tests, at 
least 60% of deaths from this cancer could be avoided. 

 

Precancerous polyps and early 
stage colorectal cancer do not 
always cause symptoms, so 
don’t wait to be tested. If you do 
experience symptoms, you may 
have colorectal cancer. These 
symptoms could include, but are 
not limited to: 

 Blood in/on your stool 

 Bloating or stomach pain that does not go away 

 Losing weight without knowing why 

 Fatigue 

 Diarrhea or constipation 

The bottom line: Get screened today! 
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