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July Ice Cream Social! 
On Tuesday, July 14 at 7pm our neighborhood will be 
gathering at Gehrmann Park for an old fashioned ice 
cream social instead of our regular meeting that night. 
Ice cream, toppings and root beer (for floats!) and pa-
per products will be provided. Please bring drinks and 
snacks to share. If you have a fun outdoor game (like 
bags, washers, etc) bring that along as well! We will 
provide a brief update on various projects and activi-
ties that have been happening and coming up in the 
neighborhood. We look forward to seeing you there!  
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Rock the Block! 
Our Third Annual Rock the Block was a 
great success! We had nearly 300 people join 
us to celebrate our neighborhood revitaliza-
tion and dedicate our new sculpture garden 
feature.  

We had some great food, drink vendors, 
kids’ activities and were entertained by four 
great bands: The Establishment, Hannah & 
the Drummerboyz, Brooke Thomas & Mon-
ica Morris and the After Sunset Band.  

Mayor Jim Langfelder joined us and even 
took the stage with After Sunset to reprise his 
performance of “Born to be Wild” from the 
inauguration gala!  

 

Much thanks to our Event Team and volun-
teers who planned and worked the event and 
much thanks to our Beautification Team and 
volunteers who made the Sculpture Garden 
look fantastic!  

Our very own neighbor, Jermaine Ward was 
our sculptor this year and created a beautiful 
water fountain.  

We’d also like to take the opportunity to 
thank our sponsors one final time. Rock the 
Block sponsors include: Susie Q’s, Qik-n-
EZ, Ward 5 Alderman Andrew Proctor, St. 
John’s Hospital, ALF Insurance, Linda 
Maier, Illinois Times and the Springfield 

(Story continues with photos on page 2) 
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Business Journal. Sculpture Garden sponsors include: SIU 
School of Medicine, Springfield Civic Garden Club and 
Memorial Health Systems. 

We are looking for sponsors for next year’s event. If you or 
a business/organization you know would like to sponsor 
Rock the Block 2016, please contact Ryan Mobley at 
mobleyryan@gmail.com.  

(Continued from page 1) 

At Qik-n-EZ we're more than just a  
convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 
everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  
we are where you need us.  

Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 
Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

More Rock the Block Photos: 
http://www.epnia.com/RTB2015 

mailto:mobleyryan@gmail.com�
http://www.epnia.com/RTB2015�
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As the number of properties acquired by Enos Park 
Development has grown, it has become more 
challenging to regularly maintain them. The first few 
years, a dedicated group of volunteers devoted many 
hours to mowing each spring and summer.  

Now that we have nearly 75 properties to mow on a 
weekly basis, it has become more difficult to keep up 
with using volunteers, although we always appreciate 
people who are willing to “adopt” a lot near their house 
and maintain it on a regular basis. We are fortunate to 
have a partnership with Capital Township that provides 
us with workers who are paid by the Township for up to 
20 hours a week. 

Another challenge has been the equipment, our Cub 
Cadet riding mower is a residential grade and has been 
in the shop almost as much as it has been functioning. 
Many of our vacant lots were recent demolitions, and 
the leftover debris 
has been hard on our 
mowers no matter 
how much we try to 
work around it. 

We decided to invest 
in a true commercial 
mower, which we 
believe will be much 
more durable and 
also capable of 
logging numerous 
hours, as opposed to 
a residential mower 
which is meant to 
mow your yard once 
a week. Toro offers 
special pricing for 
not-for-profit organizations, so we were able to 
purchase a new 54” commercial mower for what we 
would have spent on a used one.  

We hope this new piece of equipment makes life easier 
for our mowing crew and keeps our properties looking 
good!  

Did You Know 
By Michelle Higginbotham, President EPNIA  

PAINT THE STREET 
Saturday,  
July 18th 

2 - 10 pm 
 
Washington 
Street  
between  
4th and 7th 
 
Downtown 
Springfield 
 
Whether you consider yourself an artist or claim 
to have no artistic talent, all you need is the de-
sire to have some fun, the Springfield Art Associ-
ation provides the rest. On July 18th you will have 
the opportunity to literally Paint the Street in 
downtown Springfield. For $30 you will receive a 
6 foot square of the street, tempera paint, brush-
es, a water bucket and T-Shirt. There will be live 
music throughout the day, children’s crafts and 
food trucks. Musicians include Amy Benton, Sam-
ba llamas, Devin Williams, James Ackerman, and 
Springfield Uketopians. 
 
This event is ideal for families, boy and girl scout 
troops, organizations and individual artists. You 
can reserve your square online at spring-
fieldart.org or by calling the Art Association at 
523-2631.  

http://www.springfieldart.org�
http://www.springfieldart.org�
http://www.springfieldart.org�
http://www.springfieldart.org�


As the alderman representing Downtown Springfield, I 
wanted to see the student housing project work. But, for this 
new administration and city council, the project was rushed 
and had too many outstanding questions that were still unan-
swered prior to Bluffstone’s deadline of June 16.   

Now people in other organizations who spoke favorably of 
Bluffstone prior to our vote are coming to me saying they 
didn’t have all the facts, and the Mayor and the City Council 
handled the situation properly. 

Yes, I was disappointed Bluffstone was uncertain about us-
ing our local workforce to construct the building, but I was 
equally disappointment at how the TIF process was handled 
on this project.   

My first “red flag” was that the public was not allowed to 
see who currently owns the land at 4th & Madison that 
Bluffstone was looking to purchase using public dollars.   

My second “red flag” was they did not provide the city with 
any pro forma financial documentation outlining how they 
planned to construct the building and operate it after being 

built.  What student could afford a one-bedroom apartment at 
$900 per month as Bluffstone was proposing, and how did 
they come up with that number?   

And my third “red flag” was Bluffstone’s last three projects 
in other states that unfortunately ran into complications, de-
lays, and people not getting paid.  We were not given enough 
assurance that this would not happen in Springfield on this 
project.   

Bluffstone was given the zoning change on the land so they 
can move forward using 100% private funds.  However, in 
my opinion, with Bluffstone’s lack of transparency, it was 
not in a position to receive $700,000 in taxpayers’ dollars.  

Extension Office News 
Gardening Programs Offered 
Adding Color and Variety to Your Garden will be offered 
Tuesday, June 30 at 1:30 p.m. Come explore the amazing 
world of common vegetables in uncommon colors! 

Native Plants will be offered Tuesday, July 14 at 1:30 p.m. 
Learn how you can do your part and bring joy for your family! 

How to Take Better Landscape Photos will be offered on 
Tuesday, July 28 at 1:30 p.m. You will learn how to use basic 
techniques of photography with your own camera. 

Each program will be held at the U of I Extension Building, 
700 S. Airport Drive, Springfield. To reserve a packet of 
handouts you need to pre-register on-line at the Logan-
Menard-Sangamon unit website at  
http://web.extension.illinois.edu/lms.  For questions call 217-
782-4617. 

Helpers Needed! 
The Extension office needs about 75 volunteers to help with 
the state fair general project judging.  There are many ways to 
help. They offer two shifts: 7:30 am to 12:30 pm and Noon to 
5 pm. About 55 qualified judges are needed daily for all our 
state fair project areas. If you would like an opportunity to 
judge or know someone who’d be “perfect” for this, contact 
your local 4-H staff member. 
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The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. 
Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of 
each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 
522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@comcast.net.  The deadline for 
copy is the 20th.   
 

Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Andrew Proctor, Ward 5 Alderman 

Alderman Andrew Proctor represents 
Ward 5, and can be reached at  
andrewproctor81@outlook.com  
during the day, and at 217-891-6647 
in the late afternoon/evenings. 

Why Bluffstone Student Housing TIF Request was Rejected by the City Council  

 

http://web.extension.illinois.edu/lms�
mailto:m.piland@comcast.net�
mailto:andrewproctor81@outlook.com�
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Summer time is travel time for a lot of families. Whether a 
trip to the ball park, a day at the amusement park, a weekend 
at a campground or a full-blown vacation, nobody wants to 
get sick from food-borne illness. Gayle Jennings, RD, LDN, 
a registered dietitian with Memorial Medical Center, sug-
gests some things to keep in mind when planning to travel 
this summer.  

Make a list of what you will want to eat while traveling or at 
your destination. If you are also hoping to save money, 
packing meals and snacks is a must. Some ideas to include 
are fresh vegetables and fruits, boxed 100-percent fruit juice 
and bottled water, raisins and re-sealable pouches of dried 
fruit. Other easy-to-pack foods are cereal, trail mix, popcorn, 
single-serve applesauce, cans of tuna, pouches of chicken 
and peanut butter sandwiches. 

For a day trip, pack a cooler, with ice packs to keep any per-
ishables cold. Put ice blocks or cubes in a zipper bag and 
add it to the cooler. That way you have a natural source to 
keep things cold and ice when you need it. If you keep your 
cooler in the garage or attic, move it into the house the day 
before to cool it down.  

Other tips for packing the cooler are: 
 Load food directly from the refrigerator just before you 

leave, rather than in advance. 
 Pack items in reverse order that you are going to use 

them. 

 It may be helpful to pack drinks in a separate cooler, so 
there is less opening and closing of the cooler with the 
perishable foods.  

 Partially freezing bottles, cans or boxes of drinks prior 
to packing helps them to stay cold even longer. 

 While traveling, keep the cooler inside the vehicle, ra-
ther than a hot trunk. At your destination, move it to a 
shady spot and cover it with a blanket or wet towel to 
protect it even more from sweltering temperatures.  

A few steps can make a big difference between safe food 
and sick family members. Travel safely! 

C o m m u n i t y  
H e a l t h  C o r n e r  
By Memorial Medical Center 

Be sure to follow food safety rules.  
 Remember that perishable foods cannot be left out 

in hot weather (90ºF or higher) for more than one 
hour, and no more than two hours otherwise.  

 Wash hands before you eat, or use moist towelettes 
or hand sanitizer gel. 

 Refrigerate promptly below 40°F. If you don’t 
have a refrigerator, pack perishable food with 
plenty of ice or icepacks in a well-insulated cooler 
and keep the temperature below 40°F. Store left-
overs in the cooler only if it still has ice.  

 Keeping a thermometer in the cooler can help you 
ensure that the proper temperature is maintained.  

Safe Food for Summer Fun 

Report Nuisance Issues  

Call 787-ENOS 

Friends of The Neighborhood Gardens, 
Sunday, July 19th will be the 3rd annual Roots to Rooftops 
Tour, sponsored by Grow Springfield.  This is essentially an 
"open house" for all community gardens in Springfield, and 
we are once again on the list of places to be visited.  The tour 
runs from 10 a.m. to noon, and The Neighborhood Gardens 
are to be available for people to visit just from 10-10:30am.   
Both of our gardens on North 5th will be open.   

If you'd be willing to be present at the tour, please let me 
know.  This is a great opportunity to show the public what we 
do, the beauty we've created, and the benefit of community 
gardening.   

More info on the tour can be found on Grow Springfield's 
website, www.growspringfield.org. 

Peace, 
Cory Blackwell 

Going Away Party for Steve & Diane 

By now, you’ve probably noticed the “for sale” sign 
in front of Steve and Diane Combs’ house on 5th St.  

While no definite move date has been set, we know 
they will be leaving the state in the near future to be 
closer to family. Before that happens, we want to 
make sure that we give them a proper send off and 
thank Steve for his years of service as president of 
EPNIA. 

Please join us for a going-away party on Friday, July 
24 from 5-7 p.m. to honor Steve and Diane. It will be 
held at the Springfield Art 
Association, more details to 
follow. If you would like to 
help with the planning, con-
tact Amber Rigor at 370-
7653. 

http://www.growspringfield.org/�


Visit us online  www.EPNIA.com 
facebook.com/pages/Enos-Park-Neighborhood-Improvement-Association-EPNIA/ 

E n o s  P a r k  C A L E N D A R  
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2015 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Higginbotham, President ........................ 553-4629 
Dawn Mobley, Vice President ............................... 572-1500 
Linda Maier, Treasurer ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 
Amber Rigor, Secretary ......................................... 370-7653 
Chris Becker, Director ........................................... 685-2612 
Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 
Jane Buis Henry, Director ..................................... 572-1773 
Steve Hughes, Director .......................................... 371-0942 
Jack Kriel, Director .................. (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 
Calvin Pitts, Director ............................................. 638-7720 
Danyel Pitts, Director ............................................ 717-5346 
Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 
Owen Anderson, Past President ............................ 528-9107 
Betsy Dollar, Associate Member, SAA ................. 523-2631 
Bill Barton, Associate Member, Westside ......630-340-1903 
Heidi Wareham, Associate Member, RCC ............ 498-9264 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director ....................... 522-9381 
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A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
Inspired by Lola L. Lucas 
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We plan to continue Lola Lucas’ back page of The Banner. 
Some will be page written by her, from earlier Banners, as is 
this month’s column. Others will be supplied by myself and 
volunteers. The offering here from May 1996 seems particu-
larly appropriate as we recognize and appreciate Lola’s lu-
minous legacy. 

- Jackie Jackson 
 
 

Legacies 
It’s interesting, the legacies people leave behind them. 

If I checked the abstract, or other historical documents, I 
could find the name of the fellow I curse, sometimes several 
times a day. He was a developer in Springfield a century ago 
who platted my neighborhood. He figured that by squeezing 
the houses closer together he could get an extra lot on the 
block and sell another house. The profit that lined his pock-
ets was quickly spent and he himself is long dust. Yet day 
after day I back down a shared driveway and remember him 
unkindly. Other residents on the block feel the same: his 
short-term gain has now led to inconvenience and aggrava-
tion for the people who bought his houses for a hundred 
years. My next-door neighbors are great people to share a 
driveway with – if one is going to be forced to share – and 
that only makes me feel worse when I knock their rainspout 
off yet again. (Once I backed into their barrel planted with 
flowers. Becky was very nice about it and said they were at 
the end of their season anyway.) I don’t know what sort of 
afterlife that fellow believed in, but personally I don’t care if 
it’s hot or cold, I just hope that wherever he is now, that it’s 
narrow.  

Quite a different legacy was left by Erma Bombeck. For 
three decades I chuckled over her trials and tribulations with 
panty hose, purses, her husband and kids, and life in subur-
bia. She had a wonderfully wry way of looking at the world 
and magnifying its absurdities. She kept writing her columns 
through her fight with both cancer and kidney disease. She 
refused to use her fame to be put ahead on the waiting list 
for a transplant and that probably cost her life. 

Her readers will have all their favorite columns, many of 
which have been collected into books. Erma also showed 
that humor writers can do serious, heart-string pulling col-
umns, so every now and then I’d find my tears mixed with 
laughter. The one I remember best described how she and 
her husband were sitting at a picnic table in their backyard. 
Their kids were grown and had moved away so that once 
again, it was just the two of them as it had been at the start 
of their marriage. They were sharing a jar of mixed vegeta-
bles and her husband said, “Here, I saved the pickled cauli-
flower for you because I know you like it.” Real love, dura-
ble love, turns out to be something quite different than 
youthful passion. That column taught me to look for love in  

 
the small, daily gestures, such as the way Kevin makes cof-
fee for me in the morning. 

James Rouse, another person I admire, also passed on re-
cently. In the early 1980’s he had an unexpected delay dur-
ing his stay in downtown St. Louis. He wandered over to the 
abandoned hulk of Union Station and stared around the cav-
ernous space. At one end was the Terminal Hotel and with 
sad irony, that seemed to sum up the building’s decline. 
Trains no longer pulled into the station, they arrived at the 
little “Am Shack” a few blocks away. But Rouse wasn’t an 
ordinary tourist. He was the man who had coined the term 
“urban renewal” and he had a record of success in taking 
inner city properties and turning them around into festival 
market places, full of kiosks, restaurants, and upscale shops. 
Rouse was responsible for renovations in Boston, Baltimore, 
Milwaukee, New York City, Atlanta, New Orleans – in fact, 
Time magazine went so far as to say that it was a rare major 
city that hadn’t been “roused.” Union Station went from 
white elephant to cash cow; it’s one of the most visited tour-
ist destinations in St. Louis and has been revitalized to serve 
for yet another century. President Clinton said, “He showed 
us that we can build communities worthy of the character 
and optimism of the American people.” 

Erma Bombeck helped me to think of marriage as wider and 
deeper than I’d imagined while James Rouse expanded the 
possibilities of adaptive re-use of historic properties. Unlike 
that developer who cramped things for generations to come, 
they made life larger, grander, and more full with their vi-
sion. It’s been a privilege to know them and to carry on, in 
some small way, their ideas as I write for the Banner each 
month. 

- Lola Lucas 
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