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This year marked the halfway point in 
our master plan, which was completed in 
2010. It was also the five year 
anniversary of Enos Park Development, 
the real estate arm of the neighborhood 
association.  Drive down any street in 
Enos Park and you will see the changes: 
houses that EPD has passed on to new 
buyers to renovate, blighted properties 
that have been demolished by EPD, 
vacant lots owned by EPD awaiting 
redevelopment. There are also people 
who have been inspired to renovate their 
own properties by seeing what is going 
on around them, and the cumulative 
effect of all this activity has been huge. It 
makes me even more excited to imagine 
what Enos Park is going to look like in 
another five years. 

We work to eliminate blight and to 
improve the quality of properties in the 
neighborhood. The master plan serves as 
our road map, but each property must be 
addressed on a case-by-case basis. At the 
beginning of this year, Enos Park 
Development saved a house that was 
weeks away from demolition and 
stabilized it until a new owner could be 
found to tackle complete restoration. In 
other cases, EPD has worked with the 
city to speed up the time frame for 

demolition on blighted properties that are 
creating a nuisance in the neighborhood.  

I believe the quality of life in Enos Park 
has also been improving. We work hard 
during our various clean up days and 
projects, but we also take time to 
socialize with our neighbors and get to 
know each other. Whether it’s major 
events such as Rock the Block and Trunk 
or Treat or small monthly gatherings such 
as our Neighborhood Night In, there are 
lots of opportunities for neighbors to 
interact. That’s what makes us a 
community and not just a place to live. 
Many of our new homeowners have 
become active in EPNIA, and it’s great to 
see new faces at the meetings each 
month. 

In addition to acquiring a number of 
properties to pass on to new homeowners, 
we tackled two major projects this year. 
At the beginning of 2015 we were 
approached by Qik-n-Ez, who wanted to 
sound us out on video gaming at their 
North Grand location. After our board of 
directors indicated they would not oppose 
it, we discussed how Qik-n-Ez would go 
about applying for the license. Rather 
than serving alcohol, we said our 
preference would be for them to have 
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Report Nuisance Issues 
Call 787-ENOS 

three acres of land and thereby meet the technical 
definition of a truck stop, although they had no 
intentions of changing their business model. This 
allowed us to acquire a number of properties in the 
1100 block of North 4th, historically a very 
challenging area, which we then sold to Qik-n-Ez to be 
demolished at their expense. We also signed a long-
term land use agreement that will allow us to use the 
green space as our permanent community garden site, 
since we anticipate eventually needing to relocate the 
two existing gardens. 

Then over the summer, we were contacted by an 
attorney at the city who indicated that they were going 
to pursue demolition for 711 Enos. 
Three years ago, we had sold the 
building to a local artist who intended 
to renovate it for use as his studio, but 
he had not followed through with 
making repairs and was in violation 
of city codes. We felt strongly that 
we did not want to see that building 
demolished and assured the city that 
we would get the property back and make repairs in a 
timely manner. The scope of work was enormous; we 
gutted the building and replaced everything, from the 
basement floor to the roof and windows to 
tuckpointing the entire exterior and then installing all 

new electrical, plumbing, and HVAC along with a 
sprinkler system. When complete, we will have an 
upscale loft apartment that we intend to rent out, along 
with lower level space that we will offer for event 
rental, along with the use of the sculpture garden next 
door. This will help generate revenue to offset the cost 
of the repairs we had to undertake. 

Our current project 
is trying to relocate 
the house at 627 N. 
4th to save it from 
demolition. 
Memorial Medical 
Center has offered 
to donate the house 
if we can move it, 
and we already 
have a site plan for a 60 foot lot at the SE corner of 4th 
and Dodge. We have bids for the move, the basement 
and foundation at the new site, the CWLP work 
required, and an architect and structural engineer. 
What we do not have at this point is someone willing 
to absorb the approximately $100,000 cost to get the 
house to its new site. The home was featured in the 
most recent issue of This Old House magazine, and 
we’ve been inundated with phone calls from all over 
the country. We remain hopeful that we will be able to 
identify a qualified candidate in time to prevent the 
house from being demolished.  

Next year will bring a list of new projects to tackle, 
many of which we may not even know about yet. It 
would not be possible without our many dedicated 
volunteers and the board members who devote 
countless hours of their time to making our 
neighborhood a better place. Whether you contribute 
financially or with sweat equity - or both -  it is 
because of your efforts that we are able to continue 
this transformation and restore Enos Park to the “Jewel 
of Springfield” once again. 

Continued from page 1 

627 North 4th Street 

At Qik-n-EZ we're more than just a  
convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 
everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  
we are where you need us.  

711 Enos 
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Did You Know 
By Michelle Higginbotham, President EPNIA  

From time to time, I am contacted by a neighbor 
wondering about the status of an abandoned property 
near them and asking why it can’t just be torn down 
already. The road to demolition is generally a long one, 
but there are several ways to speed up the process. 
However, the City of Springfield does demolitions over 
the winter when Public Works crews are not busy with 
other responsibilities. The demolition season begins on 
December 1, but they cover the entire city and do all the 
demolitions in a particular area before moving on, for the 
sake of efficiency. So if Enos Park Development 
purchased a property in March and signed a “consent to 
demolish” agreement with the city, it would still be 
winter before that particular house would come down. In 
addition, there must be environmental inspections, any 
remediation required, utility disconnects, etc. All that 
needs to happen before the demolition crew arrives. 

This year, EPNIA partnered with the City of Springfield 
and will receive $140,000 from the Illinois Housing and 
Development Authority to acquire and demolish blighted 
properties. In addition, our partnership with Qik-n-Ez 
allows for acquisition and demolition of several 
adjoining properties in the 1100 block of 4th St. There 
are also three houses owned by Enos Park Development 
slated for demolition this year, along with three more 

that we do not own but the city has received court orders 
to demolish. For the next couple of months, you will be 
seeing activity in the neighborhood as the following 
properties come down. 

944 N. 4th City 
1001 N. 4th IHDA 
1135 N. 4th City 
1136 N. 4th Qik-n-Ez 
1144 N. 4th Qik-n-Ez 
1154 N. 4th Qik-n-Ez 
1155 N. 4th EPD 

1158 N. 4th Qik-n-Ez 
920 N. 5th City 
847 N. 7th IHDA 
813 N. 9th IHDA 
814 N. 9th EPD 
816 N. 9th EPD 
904 N. 9th IHDA 

2015 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Higginbotham, President ........................ 553-4629 
Dawn Mobley, Vice President .............................. 572-1500 
Linda Maier, Treasurer ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 
Amber Rigor, Secretary ........................................ 370-7653 
Chris Becker, Director .......................................... 685-2612 
Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 
Jane Buis Henry, Director ..................................... 572-1773 
Steve Hughes, Director ......................................... 371-0942 
Jack Kriel, Director ................... (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 
Calvin Pitts, Director ............................................. 638-7720 
Danyel Pitts, Director ............................................ 717-5346 
Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 
Owen Anderson, Past President ............................ 528-9107 
Betsy Dollar, Associate Member, SAA ................ 523-2631 
Bill Barton, Associate Member, Westside ..... 630-340-1903 
Heidi Wareham, Associate Member, RCC ........... 498-9264 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director ...................... 522-9381 
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V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Andrew Proctor, Ward 5 Alderman 

WARD 5 STRATEGIC PLANNING FORUM 

On November 19, Ward 5 residents attended the City 
of Springfield’s Ward 5 Strategic Planning Forum at 
the Nelson Center in Lincoln Park. Thank you to the 
neighbors who came out to discuss the priorities and 
concerns for our area, along with sharing the positive 
aspects of living in Springfield. 

There were many takeaways from the discussion, from 
very specific properties to overall hopes for the City. 
The overarching focus included:  

Addition of street lighting for safety; 

Improved monitoring and processes for landlords 
and tenants; 

Updates and changes to code enforcement; 

Communication with a focus on more response about 
the progress and resolution of issues or to ensure it is 
passed on to the right agency outside of the City; 

Infrastructure updates to sewers, sidewalks, streets 
and alleys; 

A focus on the inner core for economic development 
and placing a stop to urban sprawl; and  

School improvements. 

The next step is to review the information that was col-
lected at all ten Ward forums, link the commonalities 
and identify what is ward-specific. This will help us 
understand what can be accomplished in the short-term 
and what needs to be planned out for the future. 

If you would look at the information gathered at all ten 
forums, you may review it on the City’s website at 
www.springfield.il.us. I look forward to working with 
you on addressing these needs and working towards 
the betterment of the City. 

Alderman Andrew Proctor represents 
Ward 5, and can be reached at  
andrewproctor81@outlook.com  
during the day, and at 217-891-6647 
in the late afternoon/evenings. 

http://www.springfield.il.us/�
mailto:andrewproctor81@outlook.com�
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Our guest speaker for December will be Dean Williams, a 
professional photographer and videographer. In addition to 
photographing weddings and special events, Dean has also 
done still photographs for more than 150 major motion 
pictures and TV productions. He worked with the City of 
Springfield and the Central Illinois Film Commission to 
produce a DVD documenting the 150th anniversary of the 
Lincoln Funeral Procession. He will be sharing clips from this 
video with us, which will include footage of the procession in 
the Enos Park neighborhood. 

We will also be having elections for the 2016 board of 
directors as well as voting on revisions to our by-laws. All 
dues paying members are eligible to vote. 

December Membership Meeting  

The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. 
Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of 
each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 
522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@comcast.net.  The deadline for 
copy is the 20th.   
 

Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 
Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 

McClernand Reading Lounge 
Volunteers Needed 

McClernand Elementary is opening a Reading 
Lounge for their students as an alternative to recess. 
They are in need of volunteers to supervise and help 
students check out books. Sign up to help every 
week or once a month. Shifts are available from 
11:40-12:50 on Mondays and Fridays. Please contact 
Sarah Danner at Stutler@sps186.org or 525.3247. 

mailto:m.piland@comcast.net�
mailto:Stutler@sps186.org�
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In 1970 when we moved to Springfield, to Enos Park, 
into a large brick house its  kitchen empty except for a 
sink on one leg and a lightbulb with a string pull, I had 
no time to investigate the neighborhood, what with re-
modeling to get a loan, kids uprooted into a new town 
and schools, the startup of a unique university, and my 
first fulltime job. I did notice an intriguing looking 
church nearby, on the northeast corner at 8th and 
Enos—meant to stop, look, ask—then suddenly it was 
gone. Razed to the ground. 

Sandy Baksys tells us what happened to that church, in 
her book A Century of Lithuanians in Springfield, Illi-
nois. There was an early wave of Lithuanian immi-
grants near the start of 1900, and some years before. 
Many came to Springfield and settled in the Enos Park 
area—often near the fairgrounds and Peoria Road. 
They had been landless, agricultural workers, most 
from the Russian “province” Lithuania had become, 
where they suffered political, cultural, and religious 
oppression, aimed at extinguishing Lithuanian national 
identity. There was also forced conscription, and a ban 
on their language and literacy. 

These mainly illiterate immigrants came seeking free-
dom and carrying national pride. Most ended up in lo-
cal coal mines. Dirty, dangerous, poorly paid work. The 
wives—too frequently widows—took in washing, tend-
ed the bar in the numerous taverns that sprang up, wel-
comed single men boarders into their overcrowded 
homes. But what these hard working immigrants did, 
almost immediately, was build a church. 

The miners, exhausted from a day underground, went 
from digging coal to digging foundations, from build-
ing mine trusses to building church trusses. They made 
bricks. The women stitched altar cloths, cushions, vest-
ments. The church was fittingly named St. Vincent de 
Paul, after the sheep herd priest who ministered to 
working class people and slaves—especially galley 
slaves; he himself had been a slave for many years. 

Quoting (through Baksys) an Illinois State Journal ac-
count: St. Vincent’s was dedicated on May 14, 1911, 
following a parade and pageant grand marshaled by 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas and Her Friends 

St. Vincent de Paul Lithuanian Catholic Church, Spring-
field, IL. Courtesy of Rick Dunham and The Illinois Times. 

George Vysniauskas (Wisknosky), led by “a platoon of 
police,” followed by a marching band from Benld, and a 
squad of Knights of Grand Duke Vytautas—a famous 
Lithuanian ruler—mounted on horseback. At least a 
thousand Catholics joined in the procession that began 
at St. Vincent’s and made its way to Sacred Heart 
Church, then to St. Peter and Paul’s. At each stop the 
procession was joined by marchers from various Catho-
lic societies, finally arriving back at St. Vincent’s for a 
dedication by Bishop Ryan of Alton and a solemn high 
mass, celebrated by—and here follows the celebrant and 
the names of many Lithuanian clergy from all over the 
state, as well as many groups who participated. “A half 
dozen languages were reportedly used in the dedication 
and High Mass.” 

The church became not only the religious center, but 
also the cultural center of this community, the mentor of 
English and Lithuanian literacy, and the main social 
center. When you read Baksys’ book there is reference 
after reference to weddings in the church, christenings, 
funerals, celebrations. There are stories gleaned from 
aged members. Says Baksys, “For more than 100 years 
St. Vincent’s was the only church built in Springfield by 
immigrants of a singe nationality for immigrants of that 
nationality.” 

When St. Vincent’s pastor for 47 years, the Reverend 
Stanley Yunker, suffered a stroke and retired, the Catho-
lic diocese closed the church on January 1, 1972, alt-
hough parishioners appealed all the way to the Vatican. 

Continued on page 7 
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Lola Lucas’s column continues, 
hosted by Lola’s friends, and occa-
sionally by Lola herself through 
past writings. 
Will you volunteer a column, 
something about Enos Park? Call 
Jackie Jackson, 544-2916. 

It was demolished in the mid 70’s, “as parishioners carried 
off the last chairs, pews and candlesticks from the building 
where they had celebrated the most sacred moments of their 
lives.” Before his death, Fr. Yunker established a $100,000 
scholarship fund for Lithuanian college students anywhere in 
the U.S. with a connection to the Springfield church. It is still 
being awarded.  

Why this story in our Banner? It is a little known part of our 
Enos Park community’s history. And it has a message for us, 
one we are actually implementing. I saw several incredible 
Enos Park homes torn down during the seventies and eight-
ies. Large. Beautiful. They’d been converted to shabby rat-
hole apartments, decaying nursing homes. I live across from 
the vacant lot of a rather recent desecration—the meaningless 
destruction of the stately Ferguson House by its legatee. (The 
home was in good shape when it was deeded over, for one 
dollar.) The message? We need to cherish our buildings! 
Tear down the unfixable, rehab those remaining. We have 
many already beautifully restored. Enos Park was once the 
jewel of Springfield. Much is gone, and I mourn St. Vincent 
de Paul and other irreplaceables—but much is left, and we 
are again becoming a jewel: but it takes the cooperation of us 
all. We have the Lithuanian immigrants as an example. 

— Jackie    

Continued from page 6 EPNIA and In His Hands Orphan 
Outreach Partnership 2.0 

In His Hands Orphan Outreach (“IHHOO”), a local 
not-for-profit organization assisting foster children 
and orphans around the world, is once again 
partnering with EPNIA to remodel a 2-story duplex at 
839 N. 8th St. back to a single family home. 

The first home IHHOO volunteers’ rehabilitated was 
located at 1149 N. 7th St. The 7th street home was 
once on the City’s demolition list, but was 
transformed to a beautiful 3 bedroom, 2 full bath, 
single family home by IHHOO volunteers. The house 
was sold in the spring of 2015, and all proceeds were 
used to help build an orphanage in Haiti. The IHHOO 
volunteers have had some rest and are ready for their 
second home renovation at 839 N. 8th Street. The 
remodel will entail a new roof, front porch, windows, 
landscaping, and complete interior remodel to convert 
the duplex to a 4 bedroom, 2 full bath, 2 car garage, 
single family home. 

IHHOO would like to thank EPNIA for its continued 
partnership with IHHOO that fulfills both of the 
organizations’ missions of restoring and converting 
Enos Park homes back to single family, beautiful 
homes while assisting foster children and orphans 
domestically and around the world. 

If you would like to assist with the IHHOO remodel at 
839 N. 8th St., please contact IHHOO Project 
Coordinator, Stephanie Barton, at 
steph.barton78@gmail.com. 

839 North 8th Street 

mailto:steph.barton78@gmail.com�
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Healthy Holiday Treats 
By: Laura Bottom, SIU Center for Family Medicine 

Pies, cookies, cakes, candies and fancy drinks make up 
a delicious holiday season. According to Anne Daly, 
SIU Center for Family Medicine registered dietitian 
and certified diabetes educator, people with diabetes do 
NOT need to choose between delicious and healthy. 
Healthy foods can look and taste great. Learning new 
healthy holiday traditions can be easier than you think. 
Here are some alternative healthy recipes you can make 
this holiday season! Anne strongly recommends the 
popular family favorite Low-Calorie Pumpkin Pie. 

Sugar-Free Russian Tea 
Ingredients: 

 4 ½ teaspoons sugar-free orange drink mix 
 3 ½ teaspoons sugar-free lemonade mix 
 Artificial sweetener equivalent to 16 teaspoons 

sugar 
 1 tsp ground cinnamon 
 ½ teaspoon ground cloves 

Preparation: 

Combine all ingredients and mix well. Store in an air-
tight container. To prepare one serving, add ¼ teaspoon 
of mix to ¾ cup (6oz) of hot water and stir well. 

Low-Calorie Pumpkin Pie 
Ingredients: 

 1-16oz cab solid-pack pumpkin 
 13oz can evaporated skim milk 
 1 egg 
 2 egg whites 
 ½ cup biscuit mix (Bisquick type) 
 2 tablespoons sugar 
 8 packets sugar substitute 
 2 tsp pumpkin pie spice (mix of cinnamon, nutmeg, 

ginger and cloves) 
 2 tsp vanilla 

Preparation: 

Heat oven to 350 degrees. Lightly grease or spray 9-inch 
pie pan with vegetable pan spray. Place all ingredients in 
blender, food processor or mixing bowl. Blend 1 minute 
or beat 2 minutes with mixer. Pour into pie pan and bake 
for 50 minutes or until center is puffed up.  

Splenda Gingerbread Cake 
Ingredients: 

 2 cups unsweetened applesauce 
 ¾ cups molasses 
 1/3 cup vegetable oil 
 3 eggs 
 3 cups all-purpose flour 
 1 1/3 cups Splenda, Granulated 
 2 teaspoons baking soda 
 1 teaspoon baking powder 
 ½ teaspoon salt 
 2 teaspoons ground ginger 
 1 ½ teaspoons cinnamon 
 ½ teaspoon ground cloves  

Preparation:  

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Spray Bundt pan with 
butter-flavored cooking spray. Set aside. Pour ap-
plesauce, molasses and vegetable oil into a large mixing 
bowl. Add eggs. Stir well. Blend remaining dry ingredi-
ents in a separate bowl, mix well. Add dry ingredients to 
the applesauce mixture, stir well. Pour cake batter into 
prepared pan. Bake in preheated 350 degrees F oven 50-
60 minutes, or until a toothpick inserted in the center 
comes out clean. Remove from oven. Cook cake in pan 
on a wire rack approximately 20 minutes. Invert cake 
onto serving plate. Serve warm or cool.  

Give your family the gift of 
health insurance this year! 

If you or someone you know needs 
health insurance, SIU Center for 
Family Medicine is here to help. 

Our Certified Application Counselors will help walk 
you through the process of signing up for health in-
surance through the Affordable Care Act. 

Call 545-8000 and make an appointment today! We 
are located at 520 North 4th Street. 
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