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One of the perks of serving on the board 
of directors for EPNIA is the opportunity 
to meet a lot of interesting people who 
are doing great things in our community. 
We also happen to work with quite a few 
other not-for-profit organizations, and 
when we can figure out mutually benefi-
cial ways to partner together, that’s even 
more exciting! 

Enos Park Development has been acquir-
ing vacant lots and distressed properties 
in the neighborhood since 2010, and we 
continue our ongoing efforts to find good 
neighbors to take over these properties. 
We are happy to announce two different 
partnerships that will both lead to addi-
tional good neighbors and increased 
property values in Enos Park. 

Habitat for Humanity— 
Sangamon County 

Habitat for Humanity is once again part-
nering with EPNIA to build a Habitat 
home on a lot at 727 N. 7th St. donated by 
the neighborhood association.  A neigh-
borhood business, Springfield Electric, 
has made a generous donation to fund the 
build and will serve as the primary spon-
sor. This will be a Youth Build focusing 
on young people ages 5-25. 

Foundation work and floor construction 
will begin in mid-March, with the Kick-
off scheduled for Thursday, April 10, 
5:30 p.m. at Springfield Electric (700 N 
9th Street).  Families living in Enos Park 

are encouraged to attend this exciting 
event where they will have an opportuni-
ty to meet Barbara Bell, the new home-
owner, and learn more about the build. 
The Blitz (walls, roof, windows, siding 
installed) will be April 11-19 and the 
Dedication Ceremony will be July 20th.  
We will be working to finish the home 
every Saturday after the blitz.  Enos Park 
residents are encouraged to volunteer 
during the build. 

We are looking for volunteers including 
food providers, construction volunteers, 
Steering Committee participants, con-
struction site hosts, and youth volunteers.  
Please contact Don Ecklund (787-7810 or 
donecklund@sbcglobal.net) to volunteer 
and/or for more information. 

In His Hands Orphans Outreach 

In His Hands Orphans Outreach is an 
international adoption ministry which 
focuses on awareness, adoptions and 
building orphan villages around the 
world. In His Hands is one of the partner-
ship mission organizations supported by 
Rochester Christian Church, which is 
how they became aware of the revitaliza-
tion work taking place in Enos Park. The 
neighborhood is donating a house at 1149 
N. 7th to In His Hands, which they will 
renovate using volunteer labor and donat-
ed materials. The home will then be sold 
on the open market and all of the pro-
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ceeds will be used to buy land in Haiti to build their 
next Orphan Village. This helps to accomplish the goal 
of rehabilitating homes in the neighborhood while also 
providing a funding source for a very worthwhile pro-
ject. 

If you are willing to help in this renovation project in 
any capacity, please let us know, and we’ll get you 
plugged in. If you want to know more, please contact 
Stephanie at sshallenberger@gmail.com.  

(Continued from page 1) 
 

Habitat Homeowner 
Barbara was born in Decatur and grew up in Mont-
gomery County, south of Springfield. Though she 
moved to Dallas, got married and raised three kids, she 
returned to central Illinois to go to school at the Uni-
versity of Illinois Springfield, where she'll graduate in 
spring with her bachelor's degree in social work.  

“My father died when I was nine, and so my mom 
raised us five girls,” Barbara said. “She struggled a lot 
and had to get help. If it weren't for the help she re-
ceived, we would not have come as far as we have, so I 
wanted to get into something where I was giving 
back.”  

Barbara is a licensed foster parent to three teenage 
kids. So far, Barbara has taken in about 14 young peo-
ple. Although she is licensed to take care of five kids at 
a time, the house she currently rents isn't big enough 
for that. Already, she has had to create a make-shift 
bedroom in her living room, and the current house has 
only one bathroom. Having a new home from Habitat 
for Humanity will allow Barbara to continue to help 
young people in the community.  

Of course, she's also excited about the prospect of 
owning her own home for other reasons. She hopes to 
have a garden with plenty of flowers, and she plans to 
decorate the house in her own simple, modern style.  

“When you own your own property, it makes you feel 
more safe and secure,” she said. “You're more rooted 
to where you are and more invested in your home. I've 
done some improvements inside here at my own cost 
because I have to look at this, but the outside I don't 
touch because it's not mine. It will be nice to know that 
the money I'm spending isn't being wasted on someone 
else.” Barbara says she admires Habitat for Humanity 
because “it's not a hand-out; it's a hand-up.”  

“You work for it and you pay for it,” she said. “I really 
like that they're helping people and not just putting a 
band-aid over something. That's a long-term solution 
for people, to help them better their lives and give 
them hope and something to look forward to.” 

mailto:sshallenberger@gmail.com�
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Whether you like to run or would prefer to cheer on 
someone else, there are a couple of opportunities close 
to home this spring.  

Lincoln Presidential Half Marathon 
The 50th anniversary of the Lincoln Presidential Half 
Marathon will be held Saturday, April 5. We’re excit-
ed that this year’s race will start and finish at the Old 
State Capitol. Based on registrations so far, we expect 
close to 1,900 participants. 

As always, we’re looking for help with water stops, 
packet pick-up, finish line set up/tear down, and course 
marshals along the route. For the past several years, 
Enos Park has provided volunteers to man all of the 
intersections in our neighborhood during the race.  If 
you can volunteer again by registering here: http://
volunteer.getmeregistered.com/events/
open_opportunities.php?id=20  

Once again, our charity is Hospital Sisters Mission 
Outreach, which collects surplus medical supplies and 
equipment from hospitals here in Springfield and 
across the Midwest. Proceeds from the race help pay to 
ship those items to clinics in places like Haiti, Africa 
and Indonesia. It’s also a great opportunity to show off 
our neighborhood to the nearly 2,000 participants plus 
their family and friends who turn out to cheer them on.  
Please help us make this year’s event a success once 
again. 

Moonlight Marathon at Oak Ridge Cemetery 
Looking for something different? 

How about running through an historic, century-old 
cemetery at night on a fully supported, closed road 
course that you can run solo or with your friends and 
family and with the goal of finishing your adventure 
closest to midnight. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Did You Know 
By Michelle Higginbotham, President EPNIA  

Report Nuisance Issues  

Call 787-ENOS 

 

To purchase tickets, click here... 

Runners come through Enos Park during the 2013 Lincoln 
Half Marathon  
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Safety & Security 
By Dominick Juliano  

 
 
 
The most effective defensive measure is that of the 
active offensive measure. 

DING-DONG! Ah, the age old sound of someone who 
has come calling to your home. Perhaps it is a neighbor. 
It could be FedEx or UPS, even a letter-carrier delivering 
the post. How do we know who has come to our door? 
Most of us will look through the peep hole to view who 
is on the other side. But what if we weren’t restricted to 
the narrow-viewed image of a peep-hole? What if you 
could potentially view your entire front yard, your car, 
your side-walk—even people not standing directly in 
front of your door?  

It’s possible, and not very expensive. Don’t believe me? 
Here, I’ll show you. I recently purchased a medium 
range priced unit from www.Amazon.com. I originally 
wanted a zero-lux unit (produces image even in with lim-
ited light), but since my front 
porch lights are now on timers, 
it wasn’t worth the extra ex-
penditure. There are many op-
tions out there, but I went with 
the BULER BXDV28. It has a 
very sturdy construction and 
sort of reminds me of an       
iPhone with its large 2.8 inch 
bright LCD screen. The power 
button turns the unit on, and it 
remains active for about 10 
seconds or so before it fades 
away. In figure (1) you see 
what I received. 

Since my door unfortunately 
did not have a peep-hole al-
ready installed, I had to mark 
and drill into my door. You 
know the drill (no pun intend-
ed), safety glasses, measure 
twice-drill once, as seen in fig-
ure (2) & (3) Bazinga! Some 
important things to remember 
are to measure both sides and 
drill both sides. DO NOT 
“eyeball it!” I don’t care how 
crafty you think you are, your 
best interest is to have every-
thing centered if you’re starting 
from scratch.  

The mounting bracket screws together from both sides 
within seconds much like a regular peep-hole does. Just 
make sure you leave the outside a little loose to fine-
tune the image perspective until you are happy with 
what you see in the image-screen as in figure (4). As 
you can see in figure (5), this screen gives you a much 
broader field of view over squinting through a tiny little 
hole. Although my little point & shoot camera had is-
sues focusing on the image, it is quite clear. I would not 
place it within the 720p High-Definition category, but I 
can clearly identify people not just in front of my door 
but all the way out to the street. The 2 AA batteries last 
a long time through many hundreds of view presses.  

From the front of the door, you cannot tell whatsoever 
you are being viewed by a camera, as seen in figure (6). 
It blends in perfectly with the exterior of my home and 
my only regret so far is not purchasing a unit that can 
integrate with my Honeywell wireless security system. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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The evening of May 3rd 2014 will be the inaugural running 
of the Moonlight Marathon at Oak Ridge Cemetery.  On that 
night, you will have the option to run a full marathon, mara-
thon relay, or 6.55 mile or 5k courses under a crescent moon 
and in the shadow of Lincoln’s Tomb.  
Runners embark on their adventure from the lagoon bridge 
near the Lincoln Park Pavilion after 5:45 p.m. and enter the 
cemetery through the currently closed Original Entrance on 
3rd Street where almost 150 years ago President Lincoln’s 
body passed en route to his final resting place in Oak Ridge 
Cemetery.  Racers must wind their way back to the finish/
exchange area using the moon, a headlamp, a flashlight, 
route reflectors and course volunteers.  

While the 5k and 6.55-mile racers start at 5:45pm and run 
the courses for the fastest time, the full marathon and mara-
thon relay runners can choose to begin any time after 6pm 
with the goal of finishing closest to midnight but without the 
use of any GPS, phone or timing device.  

Beware: this may be the most challenging marathon course 
in the nation!  But, take whatever time you need to cover the 

(Did You Know—continued from page 3) 

distance because your time on this race does not matter!  
Slower runners and even walkers have a chance of winning 
this event because all that matters is finishing closest to 
midnight without going over.  The majority of the race is 
on paved roads that wind, meander, climb and descend in 
one of the most beautiful venues you can imagine. Howev-
er, please keep in mind that runners will be immersed in 
total darkness with only their headlamp, course reflectors, 
cones and volunteers to guide them through the cemetery.  
The only traffic on the course will be course monitors and 
bike safety patrol.  

These unique night time road runs are being hosted as a 
fundraiser for the Oak Ridge Cemetery Foundation to ren-
ovate the “Original Entrance and Gates “ on 3rd Street and 
to provide a never-before chance to run at night in the 
cemetery in a controlled, safe environment with safety and 
race personnel on site.  On-line registration will be open 
soon so keep an eye on the website  
www.triharderpromotions.com or email  triharderpromo-
tions@gmail.com for the latest updates.  

Perhaps I’ll push out an update later if I go in that direc-
tion. Overall, I would rate this type of product/upgrade a 9 
out of 10 as far as satisfaction. Simple upgrades like these 
not only enhance the security of your home, but contribute 
to your sense of well-being; knowing you have eyes on 
what is going on outside your home. 

You can minimize vulnerabilities by utilizing creative of-
fensive measures. Those are the most effective defensive 
measures. Are you with me? We can do this! 

For more information or if you have any questions, don’t 
hesitate to contact me. DJulianoJr@gmail.com 

(Safety & Security—continued from page 4)  
Dominick Juliano performs resource protection for the Air 
Force, currently based out of the 183rd Fighter Wing. With 
over 15 years Service, he specializes in electronic surveil-
lance systems and counter-terrorism operations. Originally 
from Wilmington, Delaware, he received his Bachelors de-
gree in Psychology accompanied by a Federal Law Enforce-
ment apprenticeship in 2006 and his Masters degree in Psy-
chology in 2008. Dominick recently purchased a home on 
North 5th and when not at work, enjoys putting in countless 
hours to the interior and exterior of his home. 

 

Nearing the finish line  Even Abe and Uncle Sam joined the race  

http://www.triharderpromotions.com�
mailto:triharderpromotions@gmail.com�
mailto:triharderpromotions@gmail.com�
mailto:triharderpromotions@gmail.com�
mailto:triharderpromotions@gmail.com�
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As I write this column my heart is heavy because a 
Springfield icon passed away today.  Bob Murray, a 
long time Springfield and Decatur radio and TV per-
sonality, died February 26th after being hit with brain 
cancer late last year. I do a lot of radio interviews, usu-
ally over the phone. But when Bob wanted to interview 
me, I always tried to go to the radio station to do it in 
person because I enjoyed being with Bob so much. Bob 
had that rare personality that made anyone feel good. 
You felt he had a genuine interest in what you were 
doing and saying because he did. There wasn't a drop of    
phoniness in Bob Murray.  

 
At City Hall we passed our FY 2015 budget just two 
days before the end of the 2014 budget year, which ran 
from March 1, 2013 to February 28, 2014.  It is basical-
ly a maintenance budget with spending remaining about 
the same, except for the significant increase in infra-
structure spending. That and an Inspector General are 
two important items in the budget.  

I joined Aldermen Jobe, Edwards, Simpson, Turner and 
Griffin in sponsoring a budget amendment to move 
$79,000 into a line item to fund an Inspector General to 
investigate alleged wrongdoing by city elected officials 
and employees. Our city has been hit with far too many 
law suits.  The worst was the illegal destruction of po-
lice internal affairs files sought by a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request.   

I plan to be on a subcommittee the Council will form to 
construct the parameters of how the new Inspector Gen-
eral will operate.  It is important that the Inspector Gen-
eral be independent, with the ability to investigate any-
one based on credible allegations.  That includes Alder-
men, the Mayor and all our city elected officials.  If the 
Inspector General position saves us from just one law 
suit, it will have paid for itself. 

This budget year marks the first of our three year $87 
million infrastructure revitalization program, funded by 
bond sales and the half penny sales tax increase that 
kicked in January 1st.  Our much-neglected infrastruc-
ture is sorely in need of this shot in the arm. 

 
A reasonable compromise was worked out by the EP-
NIA and the Lincoln Park Neighborhood Association 

with Ald. Frank Lesko regarding the zoning petition to 
sell alcohol 200 feet from residences by the Gas Depot 
at 1028 N. 9th, just outside Ward 5.  Lesko, the Ward 
4 Alderman, agreed to only move for the zoning relief 
if it was restricted by a prohibition on single-serve 
sales.  That was done and adopted unanimously by the 
Council. This will prevent the gas station from becom-
ing another vacant building, if it had gone out of busi-
ness due to not being able to sell alcohol, while pro-
tecting our neighborhood from the excessive abuse of 
alcohol on our streets.  

 
The city lost another law suit when Judge John 
Schmidt ruled that our closed meeting November 5th 
on the Oak Ridge Cemetery was mostly about matters 
that the Open Meetings Act does not allow to be dis-
cussed in private. The Judge ordered the release of 
most of the audio of the meeting.  However, at a Spe-
cial City Council meeting at the end of February, the 
Council agreed to my amendment to release the audio, 
transcript and minutes of the entire closed meeting, 
except for a small portion that dealt with pending liti-
gation. 

There are rare occasions when a closed meeting is 
needed, but it has been used far too often. We are the 
people's government doing the people's business, and 
that business should be done in the open, where the 
people can see it. More and more, I have been voting 
No on motions to go to closed meetings.  For example, 
I voted No on the motion to go to a closed meeting to 
discuss the appointment of Kenny Winslow as perma-
nent Police Chief. That discussion should have oc-
curred in public.   

Nevertheless, Winslow was unanimously approved by 
the City Council in an open session.  So, to our new 
Chief, good luck, and let's erect some cameras around 
Oscar's!  

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached 
at samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 
or  915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

http://us.mc431.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=samcahnman@yahoo.com�
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RCC has this awesome habit of continually asking, 
“What’s next?” when it comes to our relationship with 
Enos Park. But before we get to what’s on the horizon, I’ll 
celebrate a few wins in February. Remember, so far RCC 
has helped the McClernand Elementary School renovation 
through Sharefest, started a Reading Mentor Program, 
helped put together Christmas gifts for McClernand teach-

Rochester Christian Church Report 
ers and families, sent our men’s group to do handy work 
in the neighborhood and launched a monthly family din-
ner in January! 

As we go, we like to celebrate the successes and February 
was perfect for that. The students got their mid-year read-
ing progress forms and they were all great. Every one of 
our students had improved greatly, thanks to their teach-
ers, their own hard work, their families and the dedication 
of our volunteer mentors. These kids will test well, but 
most importantly, they’re learning the primary literacy 
tools for a successful life. 

We also had our second McClernand Family Dinner Night 
at Third Presbyterian church on February 20th. RCC pro-
vided a small army of volunteers to lead this effort. The 
goal of the evening is to encourage parents and neighbor-
hood residents to further engage in McClernand students’ 
educational well-being. I’m happy to report we had our 
first parent from the dinner come to the Family and Com-
munity Engagement meeting at McClernand and two other 
neighborhood residents. The dinners are working! 

Kumler Hospitality House Meals 
For decades, Kumler Church has been investing in Enos 
Park, particularly seeking to help people improve their lives 
and overcome the obstacles they face.  One of the ways that 
we have sought to do this is through a Tuesday evening 
community meal called “Hospitality House.”  The meal 
began about seven years ago, when some women in the 
church had compassion for our neighbors who are strug-
gling with homelessness, walking on our sidewalks, and 
wanted to invite these neighbors in for coffee.   

Since that time, coffee has become a light meal and few 
people has become a crowd.  Now, each Tuesday from 5 to 
7pm, we open the doors to our neighbors in an effort to cre-
ate a context where people from all walks of life can gather 
together, share a meal together, and share a slice of time.   

We do this with the help of many vol-
unteers and nine local churches, who 
host the meal on a rotating basis.  It’s 
not our intention to create another 
soup kitchen.  It’s not our intention to 
naively welcome strangers.  Instead, it 
is our intention to live out our faith in 
Christ by reaching across societal 
lines in an effort to love our neighbors 
on the margins.  To know the name of 
a stranger turned friend.  And to in-
vite others into transformational rela-
tionships in a safe context.   

And we trust that, when we are consistent with our time, 
our presence, and our integrity, good things will happen 
in these relationships.  Good things like helping people 
navigate housing and landlord issues, opening doors so 
that people who are struggling can get into rehab or find 
work, connecting others with needed resources, hiring 
some of our neighbors, and generally speaking hope into 
situations that seem so hopeless.  It is in relationship that 
we begin to know others and are able to respond to the 
issues that are going on in their lives.  And so, we contin-
ue to invest into the lives of our neighbors, always seek-
ing transformation in others, ourselves, and the neighbor-
hood as a whole. 

If you’d like more information on Hospitality House or 
anything else that Kumler is involved in, feel free to call 
Cory Blackwell at 217-523-2269. 

Volunteers from RCC serve the weekly Meet & Eat dinner 
at Third Presbyterian. 
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FREE PANCAKES AT IHOP ON MARCH 4 TO  
SUPPORT ST. JOHN’S CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL  

On	Tuesday,	March	 4,	 2014,	 IHOP	 restaurants	 in	
Spring ield	 and	 Decatur	 will	 offer	 each	 guest	 a	
free	short	stack	of	buttermilk	pancakes	on	Nation-
al	Pancake	Day	 to	 raise	 funds	and	awareness	 for	
St.	John’s	Children’s	Hospital,	a	Children’s	Miracle	
Network	Hospital.		

For	 every	 short	 stack	 of	 buttermilk	 pancakes	
served	on	National	Pancake	Day	between	7	am		

	
and	10	pm,	IHOP	guests	are	invited	to	make	a	vol-
untary	 donation	 to	 St.	 John’s	 Children’s	Hospital.	
Since	2006,	IHOP	National	Pancake	Day	has	raised	
more	than	$10	million	to	provide	life-saving	treat-
ment,	programs	and	medical	equipment	 for	child	
patients	—	 including	 the	50,000	children	 treated	
annually	at	St.	John’s	Children’s	Hospital.		

Stop	 in	 at	 the	 following	 IHOP	 locations	 on	 Tues-
day,	March	4	to	bene it	St.	John’s	Children’s	Hospi-
tal:	 2600	 Sunrise	 Dr.,	 Spring ield,	 4001	 Wabash	
Ave.,	Spring ield,	or	1280	E.	Pershing	Rd.,	Decatur.		

For	more	information	or	to	make	an	online	dona-
tion	 to	 St.	 John’s	 Children’s	 Hospital,	 visit	
www.IHOPpancakeday.com.		

 

The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. 
Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of 
each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 
522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@comcast.net or fax 522-3060.  
The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 

Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

2014 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Higginbotham, President ........................553-4629 
Dawn Mobley, Vice President ...............................572-1500 
Linda Maier, Treasurer ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 
Amber Rigor, Secretary .........................................370-7653 
Owen Anderson, Director ......................................528-9107 
Chris Becker, Director ...........................................658-2612 
Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 
Jack Kriel, Director ................... (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 
Cynthia Mehl, Director ..........................................753-2680 
Ryan Mobley, Director ..........................................416-6262 
Calvin Pitts, Director .............................................638-7720 
Marcus Stewart, Director .......................................816-4928 
Steve Combs, Past President..................................494-6668 
Betsy Dollar, Associate Member ...........................523-2631 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director .......................522-9381 

mailto:m.piland@comcast.net�
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E n o s  P a r k  C A L E N D A R  

Remember to always report 
suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 
Police Non-Emergency 

217-788-8311 
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