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I am very excited to be assuming the role 
of President for EPNIA. For the past six 
years I have served as the Vice President 
and worked closely with Steve Combs 
and the other board members. We com-
pleted our Master Plan for the neighbor-
hood in 2010, and so much has happened 
since then that we only half-jokingly say 
we’re on track to finish our 10 year plan 
in 5 years… sometimes it feels that way!  

We have definitely gained momentum 
these last few years, and new partners are 
coming along side of us all the time, 
wanting to help with our efforts. With the 
great people we have in our neighbor-
hood and so many other resources outside 
the neighborhood to call upon, I am con-
fident that we have what we need to 
make Enos Park the “Jewel of Spring-
field” once again. 

Steve Combs was fond of starting off 
each year with a catchy theme. In keep-
ing with that tradition, I predict we have a 
winning team for 2014! Our goals for the 
coming year fall into three main catego-
ries: 

Increased Partnerships 

The key to much of our success is our 
partnerships with churches, schools, civic 
organizations, and other not-for-profits 
that work with us on common goals. To 
strengthen some of those key relation-
ships, Bill Barton from Rochester 
Christian Church and Cory Blackwell 

from Kumler Outreach Ministries have 
been invited to become Associate Board 
Members, joining Betsy Dollar from the 
Springfield Art Association in that role. 
Bill leads a team of 50 volunteers from 
RCC who make weekly visits to McCler-
nand to participate in the reading mentor-
ing program. He is also working with 
EPNIA on our efforts to create a Family 
and Community Engagement Team 
(FACE) for the parents. Cory continues 
to spearhead our neighborhood garden 
efforts and recently helped us write a 
grant that would allow us to greatly ex-
pand the garden.  

Colleen Stone, the new Executive Di-
rector of Habitat for Humanity has al-
ready met with us several times to reaf-
firm Habitat’s commitment to new con-
struction in the neighborhood that fits 
with our design standards; they have cho-
sen a lot to break ground this spring for a 
new family.  

Third Presbyterian Church plans to 
continue hosting weekly neighborhood 
dinners; they typically serve 90-100 
meals each Thursday night. The church is 
also working with EPNIA to explore oth-
er ways to offer space for neighborhood 
activities and further engage with nearby 
residents.  

Community Mission Network provided 
funding for a water pump in the new ap-

 

E n o s  P a r k  N e i g h b o r h o o d  I m p r o v e m e n t  A s s o c .  I n c .  

Continued on page 2... 



 

  
P a g e  2  

ple orchard as well as the 200 baskets of household 
supplies that were given to McClernand families last 
month. CMN is also working with the Northside 
Community Children’s Library to help them identi-
fy additional funding sources now that their three year 
start up grant has ended.  

Increased Communication 

We have recently started using Constant Contact for 
our emails, which will help to streamline our commu-
nication with members and friends. Our monthly 
newsletter will now be entirely electronic, so you will 
receive the Banner by email as well as weekly notices 
of upcoming events. You will also notice a new fea-
ture called “Meet Your Neighbors” that will spotlight 
a new family each month. Beginning in January, we 
will reach out to parents at McClernand by inviting 
them to a monthly dinner meeting so that they can find 
out what is happening at the school and in the neigh-
borhood. In an effort to encourage more young fami-
lies to attend our membership meetings, we also plan 
to start offering childcare.  

(Continued from page 1)  
Continuing Community Presence 

We will continue to be an active participant at the city 
level when issues impact on our neighborhood. We are 
currently speaking out against a proposed rezoning for 
the Houses of the Rainbow on 10th St. which house pa-
rolees and sex offenders. We also continue to be a vocal 
advocate for rail consolidation on the 10th St. corridor, 
and we encourage our members to take part in the up-
coming IDOT public hearings. We will also continue to 
work with other neighborhood associations through 
ICON to lobby for citywide changes to issues that dis-
proportionately affect older neighborhoods such as ours. 

Once again, it’s going to be a busy year, but with your 
help we can get a lot of things done! Regardless of your 
skills or area or expertise, there is something for you to 
do in Enos Park, and we welcome your participation 
and your community connections. If you have ques-
tions, suggestions, or ideas, please contact me at presi-
dent@epnia.com or 553-4629. I look forward to being a 
part of a winning team in 2014!  

Michelle 

on point of “maximize savings on Third Street and 
use the funds on Tenth Street.” 
You can provide comments to IDOT in three ways: 

1. Fax your comments to (312) 793-1251 

2. Comment online at http://www.idothsr.org/
comments/ 

3. Mail them to: 

Illinois Department of Transportation 
Division of Public & Intermodal Transportation 
James R. Thompson Center 
100 W. Randolph Street, Suite 6-600 
Chicago, IL  60601-3229 

Your comments really do matter on these projects; 
please take the time to tell IDOT about the im-
portance of using this opportunity to advance the 
Springfield Rail Improvements Project. 

If you have any questions, call Josh Collins at 525-
1173 ext. 217 or emal him at jcollins@gscc.org. 

A special thanks to all those who attended last 
month’s Springfield 3rd Street Corridor Public Meet-
ing at the Hilton.  The next meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, January 9 from 4 – 7 pm at the Hilton.  
This meeting will be different and very important for 
the community to attend.  We anticipate that there will 
be specific information on needed Right-of-Way and 
how specific properties will be affected along the 
Third Street corridor.  It is again anticipated that there 
will be a presentation at 5:30pm with the same open 
house format.  Please plan on attending this very im-
portant public meeting. 

We also ask that you provide feedback regarding the 
Third Street improvements to IDOT.  Our message is 
simple, maximize savings on Third Street and use the 
funds on Tenth Street.  This will provide safety im-
provements to Third Street while advancing the 
Springfield Rail Improvements Project that will ulti-
mately make our community safer, better connected 
and create jobs. Comments do not need to be long, just 

Public Meeting on Rail Relocation Project 
By Josh Collins, Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce 
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The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Asso-
ciation, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. 
Circulation is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of 
each month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 
522-9381 or e-mail m.piland@comcast.net or fax 522-3060.  
The deadline for copy is the 20th.   
 

Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

 

 

Visit us online 
www.EPNIA.com 

twitter.com/#!/epnia 

2014 EPNIA Officers 
Michelle Higginbotham, President ....................... 553-4629 
Dawn Mobley, Vice President .............................. 572-1500 
Linda Maier, Treasurer ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 
Amber Rigor, Secretary ........................................ 370-7653 
Owen Anderson, Director ..................................... 528-9107 
Chris Becker, Director .......................................... 658-2612 
Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 
Jack Kriel, Director ................... (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 
Cynthia Mehl, Director ......................................... 753-2680 
Ryan Mobley, Director ......................................... 416-6262 
Calvin Pitts, Director ............................................ 638-7720 
Marcus Stewart, Director ...................................... 816-4928 
Steve Combs, Past President ................................. 494-6668 
Betsy Dollar, Associate Member .......................... 523-2631 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director ...................... 522-9381 

Report Nuisance Issues  

Call 787-ENOS 

mailto:m.piland@comcast.net�


P a g e  4   

 

Safety & Security 
By Dominick Juliano  

 
 
 
The most effective defensive measure is that 
of the active offensive measure.  
Criminals are attracted to the big payoff. Fancy jewels, 
a sporty car, a nice television, motorbikes, expensive 
lawn equipment, the list goes on and on. For the crimi-
nal, obtaining these items from your home is only half 
the battle. For the criminal, knowing where to strike and 
when is essential to success. Now you will get your pet-
ty thieves and random desperate individuals who will 
rip off just about anyone and anything. Although we 
will discuss those individuals at a later date, this month 
I’d like to focus on the “professional thief,” commonly 
referred to as a BURGLAR. 
Burglars are individuals seeking high pay-offs in taking 
as many things that do not belong to them in the least 
amount of time possible. In order to accomplish this 
objective, a burglar will typically accomplish a number 
of steps before launching execution. Depending on how 
soft or how hard of a target is perceived, a variety of 
techniques will be employed. The most common base-
line is Reconnaissance. Burglars are always on the 
lookout for high-dollar items available for the taking 
such as those mentioned above. Driving through neigh-
borhoods and peeking into open garages, monitoring 
homes for the delivery of big-screen televisions (which 
almost always means there will be other high-value 
electronics present), new-home buyers (new purchases), 
etc. 
The next step Burglars will often employ once they 
have selected potential target(s) will be to establish the 
routines of victims. What time do they go to work? 
What time are the kids off to school? Is there a dog pre-
sent at the residence? What kind of home security is 
present? Do the homeowners leave any doors/windows 
open (you’d be surprised), when do people return 
home? These questions are vital to establishing the 
most effective time to strike a residence and make off 
with a clean get-away.  
The final step is execution. Surprisingly, most homes 
burglarized are done so during the day while the owners 
are at work. It’s easier to commit a crime when there is 
no-one present to catch you. Quite often, burglars like 
to use service vehicles like a “contractor van” or even a 
“breadbox” truck. They will often be capable of a large 
cargo capacity, often utilize a fictitious business name 
and number on the side and will always be backed into 
the driveway as close to the residence as possible to 
mask activity. 
 

So with high-tech crooks like these, how can we possi-
bly sleep at night knowing every day well trained crimi-
nals are trolling the streets targeting a new family? It’s 
actually simpler than you think. Be active and not reac-
tive. Here are some typical habits to consider: 

Secure your property. Don’t leave your garage door 
open for excessive periods, inviting wandering eyes 
and possibly intruders. Don’t leave back doors open 
when not home. Don’t leave spare keys “under a 
rock” that’s obviously not indigenous to the rest of 
your yard.  

Schedule deliveries late as possible. Burglar observa-
tion periods typically wane later in the day as more 
people are returning home from work/school and 
chances are higher of suspicious activity being report-
ed. 

Vary your routine. As creatures of habit, we typically 
place ourselves into a comfortable routine (those of us 
afforded that lifestyle) and comfortably settle into that 
routine. Unfortunately that means our schedules are 
easier to track. By varying your times just a little, per-
haps returning home now and again before running 
errands after work and even creating the presence of 
someone home (algorithmic programmable lights – 
something I’ll discuss at a later date), it’s quite easy 
to produce results likely to convince someone to find 
an easier target.  

Do you have a dog? I know some of you own cats, 
birds, ferrets etc. They will not aid you in times of 
need. I don’t know if a lion or a monkey will either, 
although I have known people to keep those as pets as 
well. But I do know one thing: my in-laws have an 85 
lb German Shepherd that is gentle as a mouse when 
playing with my 2 year old son. But I would NEVER 
visit the house without first pre-announcing myself. 
There is a reason why the Department of Defense pre-
fers German Shepherds as working dogs. That dog 
would rip a burglar to pieces for intruding into their 
“territory.” And burglars know this. The bark alone 
would send him packing.  

Remain Proactive. Talk with your neighbors and estab-
lish a rapport. I recently had quite a bit of work done 
to my house when I moved in. My neighbors were 
always “in the know” when contractors would stop by 
and perform work. I don’t mind nosy neighbors. I’d 
rather get a call or a text verifying what someone is 
up to in my yard than for someone to sit by idly and 
watch when someone is up to no good. I’d do the 
same for them. And you should too. 

(Continued on page 5)            
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Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 
Police Non-Emergency 217-788-8311 

You don’t have to be a victim to crime. You don’t 
have to be uncomfortable in your home. There are 
many ways to become an undesirable target. A HARD 
TARGET. We can do this. Are you with me? For 
more information or if you have any questions, don’t 
hesitate to contact me.  

DJulianoJr@gmail.com 

Dominick Juliano performs resource protection for 
the 183rd Fighter Wing. With over 15 years Active 
Service, he specializes in electronic surveillance sys-
tems and counter-terrorism operations. Originally 
from Wilmington, Delaware, he received his Bache-
lors degree in Psychology accompanied by a Federal 
Law Enforcement apprenticeship in 2006 and his 
Masters degree in Psychology in 2008. During his 
military career he has served 5 combat tours in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, receiving 2 Air Force Commenda-
tion Medals and one Army Commendation Medal.  

Dominick recently purchased a home on North 5th 
and has been getting some work done recently to the 
interior and exterior of the home.  

(Continued from page 4) 

Did You Know 
By Michelle Higginbotham, President EPNIA  

Rochester Christian Church, Community Missions 
Network and EPNIA partnered together to assemble 
and deliver 200 baskets of household supplies to 
McClernand School. Each family at the school was 
given a basket to take home before winter break.  

There were enough extra baskets to also give one to 
each family in the MERCY Communities program, 
and the last few leftover baskets were taken to Help-
ing Hands for use at their shelter. A big thank you to 
the Bicycle Doctor and Cutting Edge Yard Service for 
providing the vehicles to transport the baskets and all 
the volunteers who helped with assembling, loading, 
and unloading!  

Stephanie Barton, a volunteer with Rochester Christian Church, 
helps distribute baskets to McClernand families. 

January Membership Meeting 
Lisa Stott and Chuck Pell, co-chairs of the Mayor’s 
SDAT Action Committee, will be the guest speakers for 
the membership meeting on Tuesday, January 14. The 
SDAT Action Committee is an architect-citizen 
workgroup appointed by Mayor Houston in 2012 to crea-
tively connect the dots so that both public and private 
sectors can help successfully implement the Sustainable 
Design Assessment Team (SDAT) Final Report recom-
mendations, to create an urban residential neighborhood 
in downtown Springfield. 

Bowen National Research was recently hired to complete 
an analysis of the downtown Springfield housing market 
and has determined that there is enough demand to war-
rant the development of more residential projects with 
the potential of attracting hundreds of new residents to 
the downtown area within five years. 

The study was funded in part by The Chamber's Q5 Stra-
tegic Leadership Council as well as the Community Im-
pact Council; by the Illinois Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity; and by the Capital Area As-
sociation of REALTORS® (CAAR), which also provid-
ed data necessary to complete the analysis. 

Lisa and Chuck will present an overview of the housing 
study, focusing in particular on the need for additional 
housing for medical staff and students as well as young 
professionals. 

mailto:DJulianoJr@gmail.com�
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In one of the saddest chapters of our city's rich history, 
the City Council at the end of December voted to ap-
prove the settlement in the file shredding case, giving 
Calvin Christian and his lawyers $102,964. The vote 
was 8-0 with two voting present.  

Ald. Steve Dove and I were the present votes. I voted 
that way because I recused myself from involvement in 
this case due to my being a lawyer and having repre-
sented Calvin Christian in a minor traffic case before he 
brought his file shredding case against the City. I never 
spoke to Mr. Christian about the law suit, and I was not 
going to benefit financially from the settlement. Never-
theless, to avoid even the appearance of impropriety, I 
thought it best to remove myself from voting on this 
case and to withdraw from my representation of Mr. 
Christian in the unrelated traffic case. 

Despite this, my strong advocacy for the aldermen to 
get the transcripts of all the depositions taken in the 
case paid off. Prior to the vote on the settlement, alder-
men were provided with transcripts of all the deposi-
tions. However, the request Ald. Frank Edwards and I 
made back in May for copies of all emails and other 
written communication from or to city officials on the 
destruction of the internal affairs files, still has not been 
granted. That the lawsuit has been settled does not di-
minish the need for us to see these documents. We still 
need them to find out who is responsible for this traves-
ty and to take steps to insure it does not happen again.  

At the last Committee of the Whole meeting at which 
former Judge John Mehlick was Corporation Counsel, I 
seconded Ald. McMenamin's motion to release the au-
dio and minutes of the closed meeting in which we dis-
cussed the privatization of Oak Ridge Cemetery. 
Mehlick advised aldermen to keep the audio and 
minutes secret because the city was being sued for vio-
lating the Open Meetings Act due to this meeting. 

Mehlick advised that releasing the audio and minutes 
would hurt the city's position in the lawsuit. As a result 
McMenamin and I were the only yes votes to move his 
ordinance to the debate agenda for the Council meeting. 
The next day Judge John Schmidt held a hearing in the 
case, which I attended. Judge Schmidt did not decide 
the case because he was awaiting a transcript of the 
closed session from the city. But Judge Schmidt did 
state unequivocally that if the city released the audio or 
minutes of the closed meeting, this would have no ef-
fect on how he would rule. "I have no dog in that fight," 
Judge Schmidt said. At the Council meeting I moved 
that we take Ald. McMenamin's ordinance out of Com-
mittee and put it on the debate agenda based on Judge 
Schmidt's statement. This time we got four yes votes, 
not enough to move the ordinance to debate, but double 
the votes we got the first time. Less secrecy and more 
openness would be a good thing at city hall. It has often 
been said that sunshine is the best disinfectant. 

I am looking forward to an exciting year of progress for 
our city and Enos Park in 2014. We will start the year in 
January with a Round Up insert in our CWLP bills. We 
just went through a gut-wrenching fight over whether 
Helping Hands should get zoning relief to create a 
homeless shelter at the old Ace Sign Co. building on 
4th, just south of Sangamon Towers. Relief was denied 
for a number of reasons, but everyone expressed the 
need to help those least fortunate among us... the home-
less. An easy, painless way to do that is to fill out the 
Round Up insert in your CWLP bill and send it back 
with your payment. Then, all your future bills will be 
rounded up to the next dollar, with the additional 
change going to agencies that help the homeless. You 
can also opt on the form to have a certain amount, such 
as a dollar, added to your bill each month to help the 
homeless. This is good for folks who are on the level 
payment plan. 

The spring of 2014 will also be the start of our three 
year multimillion dollar infrastructure revitalization 
effort, funded by the sale of bonds that will be repaid by 
the half cent sales tax increase the Council voted for in 
2013. The tax hike kicked in January 1st. The law man-
dates that all the revenue from the increase go to pay 
bonds that fund infrastructure or to do infrastructure 
work directly. Also in 2014, the first concrete steps will 
be taken to move 3rd Street rail traffic to 10th Street, as 
work will commence on the $21 million underpass at 
Carpenter and 10th. Funding is primarily federal thanks 
to a grant for this secured by Sen. Dick Durbin.   

(Continued on page 7) 

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 
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Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 
samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or  
915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

What’s Happening at the SAA 
The New Year ushers in a new cycle of exhibitions and 
events at the Springfield Art Association. We hope that 
you will discover the many things we offer at the Art 
Association, your community visual arts center.  

The Winter Class Session begins on January 13th. We 
are offering a record number of classes in every medi-
um: drawing, painting, portraiture, pastel, metals and 
jewelry, printmaking, book arts, leaded glass, ceramics, 
and we are initiating our computer lab with classes in 
PhotoShop, Dreamweaver and InDesign. You can find 
all the information and register from our website 
www.springfieldart.org, or stop by to do it in person. 
Scholarships are available for all ages and ability lev-
els, but must be applied for in advance of the session. 
Please contact Erin Svendsen for a scholarship applica-
tion form. 

The 23rd Annual Molly Schlich Film Series begins on 
January 12th with the film Stories We Tell by Sarah Pol-
ley. We have changed up the format this year with 8 
films being shown over eight weeks in a row. The rest 
of the line-up includes: The Great Beauty, Antarctica, 
A Year On Ice, The Hunt, Much Ado About Nothing, 20 
Feet From Stardom, Kon Tiki, and Wadjda. Tickets are 
$8 for adults and $4 for students with a current ID or 
your may purchase a series pass for all eight films for 
just $45. (That’s a savings of $19 for the series.) All 
the information and the film trailers can be found on 
our website, www.springfieldart.org. 

The Demo Project Gallery at 732 North 4th Street will 
hold a closing reception for the exhibition by Dominic 
Moore on Friday, January 10th from 6 to 9 pm. Free and 
open to the public. 

The renovation of our exhibition gallery is nearly com-
plete. The M.G. Nelson Family Gallery will open 
with the Central Illinois Scholastic Competition Exhi-
bition featuring work by local middle and high school 
art students. The reception will be held on Saturday, 
January 25th from 4 to 7 pm and again on Sunday, Jan-
uary 26th from 11 am to 3pm. The exhibition runs 
through February 20th. All exhibitions are free and open 
to the public.  

Our Brown Bag Lecture Series, sponsored by the Mi-
chael Victor II Art Library, continues on January 31st at 
noon with a presentation on the Crystal Bridges Muse-
um by Evelyn Yurdin. These presentations are free and 
open to the public.  

Ronald McDonald House 
Give A Little Love 
From January 23-February 16, customers at McDonald's 
restaurants throughout Central IL can donate $1 or more 
and write their name on a heart to be displayed in 
McDonald's. 100% of the proceeds stay local and will 
benefit Ronald McDonald House Charities of Central 
Illinois. 

Finally, 2014 will see new leadership in the Enos Park 
Neighborhood Improvement Association. Michelle Hig-
ginbotham  is taking the reins of the Presidency from Ste-
ve Combs. I want to express my gratitude for the work 
and advocacy Steve has done for the revitalization of our 
neighborhood. His passion for our community will be 
tough act to follow, but I know Michelle is up for the job. 

I wish everyone a very healthy, happy and prosperous 
2014!  

(Continued from page 6) 
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Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association  
Membership Application  

 
2014 will be the year of expanded partnerships and programs!  

 
This year the Neighborhood Garden, Sculpture Garden, and Apple Orchard will bear new fruit to draw more 
people and programs to Enos Park. We will surpass 100 Enos Park Development LLC properties and have 
more than 30 new single family, owner occupied homes. The Enos Park Architectural Salvage Shop will be-
come a focal point for more neighborhood activity and a symbol of Enos Park's commitment to revitalize and 
preserve. We encourage you to participate in this movement and help ensure success in our efforts to reclaim 
Enos Park's title of the "Jewel of Springfield"!  
 
Yes, I want to join EPNIA in 2014 and be part of these programs!  
 

Individual Members $25  
 

Name ____________________________________ Home Owner _____ Landlord ______  

Address ______________________________________ City __________ Zip_________  

Phone # _____________________________ Cell #_______________________________  

E-mail __________________________________________________________________  

 
 

Business Members $100  
 

Name ___________________________________________________________________  

Business Name ___________________________________________________________  

Address ______________________________________ City __________ Zip_________  

Phone # _____________________________ Cell #_______________________________  

E-mail __________________________________________________________________  

 
Business members receive free 1/8 page ad and discounts for follow up advertisements in the Banner  
Logo on EPNIA Business Member page of EPNIA website  
Recognition as Business Partner of the Month on EPNIA website for additional sponsorship support  

 
 
Make checks out to EPNIA  
Send to EPNIA, 837 North 8th Street, Springfield, IL 62702  
For additional information call 522-9381  
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Time to trot out one of my favorite sayings which skips 
right over that sometimes leaping month of February: 
“30 days hath September, April, June, and November.  
All the rest have 31, except January which has 80.”  

The days are getting longer but not in a noticeable way 
as yet. Waking in the dark and getting home near sunset 
means turning to my husband Kevin and saying, “Huh, 
it’s 7:30---not midnight after all!” even when it feels 
like it. The return to a real winter with substantial snow 
reminds me of how wonderful it’s been during several 
years of mild weather.  I find that staying snug indoors 
takes on its own rhythm because there’s no need to 
scamper about, not when ice coats the streets. The 
downside is that my mind feels torpid, enough so that I 
completely and utterly forgot to write this column until 
I woke up this morning three days past the deadline and 
said, “Oops!” 

Temperatures, precipitation and wind speed loom larger 
than in my youth so I crank up Weather.com more of-
ten. (Good news, they’re predicting a warming trend for 
this January.) In the process, I ran across a photo essay 
on the effect of weather on abandoned buildings.  That 
Detroit is having problems is not news, not when the 
city is in bankruptcy.  What was stunning was a series 
showing an American Pompeii with ruins of hotels, 
theaters, schools, offices, banks, churches—even a po-
lice station with evidence scattered around.  Apartment 
buildings sit hollowed-eyed, glass broken from the win-
dows. One single family house must’ve been a beauty 
in its day but the parts of it stagger into each other, 
achieving a temporary balance on its way to collapse. 
It’s sobering that it takes so little time for nature to re-
claim our cities and erase what we’ve built. If you’d 
like to view the pictures yourself, go to http://
www.weather.com/travel/modern-ruins-abandoned-
detroit-photos-20130715   

The photographs are oddly beautiful. A closed auto fac-
tory’s interior is coated in the snowfall of plaster. Spav-
ined chairs sit at odd angles, far past the hope of anyone 
ever sitting in them again. A grand piano in a ballroom 
stands on edge; another has keys so coated with en-
crusted grime that the idea of touching it is repellant.  
What was once an elegant theater now looks suitable 
for a New Year’s Eve ball of the undead, gilded balco-
nies crumbling, velvet curtains veiled with dust. 

Why has Detroit gone under? That’s the subject for a 
different column; James Krohe, Jr. offered some good 

points about how Detroit’s experience compares to 
Springfield’s in the August 8, 2013 issue of the Illinois 
Times. Obviously it helps that we aren’t dependent on 
manufacturing. Michigan’s auto industry is recovering 
but it has been on the ropes for decades. There are those 
who claim urban woes are all the fault of greedy union 
members who negotiated for pensions as deferred pay 
and now—horrors!—expect their contracts to be hon-
ored. I won’t wander off into my opinions of the recent 
pension bill. Suffice it to say that I will have a very lit-
eral vested interest in what the courts decide. 

Back to urban decay.  Alas, we can see some of that 
here in Enos Park. It’s pretty obvious when a house is 
left to ruin. Wind blows away parts of the roof. Rain 
gets in and before long, it’s not just wet plaster on the 
floors, it’s compromised structural integrity with crum-
bling foundations and rotting wood. Gutters left to pile 
up with leaves allow water to cascade down walls and 
erode bricks. The freezing and thawing process attacks 
walkways. Merely buying a house is only the first step 
because maintenance must be done. Truly, “Every 
house is a case study in entropy.” And it doesn’t stop. It 
goes on and on, always having to fix something. 

January is traditionally a month for resolutions and a 
fresh start. My suggestion is to forget the extra 10 
pounds and instead attack chores that have been on 
your to-do list. For example, the drip from my bath-
room faucet is not going to heal itself. I can just have 
the washers replaced or get ambitious and have a 
plumber put in a whole new faucet. It’s a small gesture 
but it will save us money on our water bill, conserve 
resources, and be part of building up rather than letting 
our home wear down. It won’t save Detroit. It won’t 
spare Illinois from its financial woes. But it’s what I 
can do to hold ruin at bay for a while longer. Find your 
own projects to make your world and Enos Park a bit 
better. 

Happy New Year to you and yours and let’s hope for 
progress in 2014! 

We spend January 1st walking through our 
lives, room by room, drawing up a list of work 
to be done, cracks to be patched. Maybe this 
year, to balance the list, we ought to walk 
through the rooms of our lives...not looking for 
flaws, but for potential. 

Ellen Goodman, columnist and author 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 

You can find At Home in the Park: Loving a Neighbor-
hood Back to Life at Amazon.com or bn.com. Lola's col-
lection of columns is about Springfield in general and 
Enos Park in particular. 
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Have a Message? 
Want to Support Enos Park? 

1/8 page for $20 
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Call 522-9381 for more information 
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