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On April 19, Enos Park Development held a 
press conference at 630 N. Fifth St. The pur-
pose was to showcase the latest completed 
renovation done by Old Neighborhood Re-
hab, which represents the ideal finished 
product, and also to introduce our first group 
of buyers who are just beginning their pro-
jects. 

Enos Park Development is not quite two 
years old, and during that time we have ac-
cumulated 55 properties in our land bank. 
Approximately 30 of those properties are 
open lots, and our recent partnership with 
Habitat for Humanity will lead to new con-
struction beginning later this year. Of the 
properties with structures on them, five are 
slated for demolition due to their extreme 
deterioration. The remaining 20 or so prop-
erties will be sold to new owners who will 
commit to renovating them in accordance 
with the Master Plan for Enos Park. 

At the press conference, we announced that 
10 of the properties have already been sold, 
two commercial and eight residential. Suzy 
Qs is slated to reopen in July as a family 
style restaurant, and Mike Meyer and his 
family already have renovations underway. 
A local artist, Michael Dunbar, is purchasing 
the storefront property directly across the 
street and will turn it into his art studio, 
which we feel will be a great connection 
with the Art Association nearby. Of the eight 
homes that have been sold, one will be re-
habbed and put back on the market for sale 
and the others will be owner occupied. Some 
of the buyers are already working on their 
homes and more will get underway this sum-
mer - there should be lots of construction 
activity around the neighborhood! 

While we are very excited about welcoming 
our first group of new homeowners to the 
neighborhood, we are still looking for more 
urban pioneers:  
♦ An individual or family interested in 

renovating a house to live in. 
♦ An investor who renovates a property 

and puts it on the market for sale as a 
single family residence. 

♦ A developer who wants to build on a 
vacant lot according to the design stan-
dards so that the finished product blends 
with the neighborhood. 

Continued on page 2 

Kenny and Tomeka Rogers and their two 
girls are purchasing the home at 612 N. 5th 
St. and are looking forward to being new 
homeowners.  
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 Continued from page 1 

The houses are sold at a very nominal cost, because our em-
phasis is on the renovation, and we would prefer that the 
buyer spend their money on improving the appearance of the 
property. Buyers do go through a screening process, which 
starts with a basic written application and then proceeds to a 
face-to-face interview. We are trying to make sure that the 
buyer has not just the money to purchase the property, but 
the funds to follow through with the renovation (in the form 
of a construction loan or cash on hand). If sweat equity is 
involved, we want to know more about the buyer’s back-
ground and experience with similar types of projects. Finally, 
we want to make sure the buyers understand the larger Mas-
ter Plan for the neighborhood and how their renovation work 
will fit in with the overall efforts to improve the area. We are 
primarily concerned with the exterior appearance of the 
property and making sure that the architecturally and histori-
cally significant elements of the homes are preserved.  

We currently have houses in our inventory ranging from 1-5 
bedrooms, all in need of major renovation work. To receive 
an application, email info@epnia.com or call Steve Combs 
(494-6668), Michelle Higginbotham (553-4629) or Linda 
Maier (971-9138). 

Sustainable Design Assessment Team 
Springfield will be hosting a Sustainable Design Assessment 
Team (SDAT) from May 7-9th, made up of planning profes-
sionals from around the country who have been selected by 
the American Institute of Architects (AIA). The Team will 
lead three days of community discussion revolving around 
sustainable solutions to downtown's "missing persons" prob-
lem. The result will be an action plan that Springfield can 
follow to create a more walkable, urban neighborhood that 
attracts greater numbers of residents and businesses. 

Steve Combs is representing Enos Park on the steering com-
mittee, and representatives from several of the neighbor-
hoods surrounding downtown had the opportunity to meet 
with the team leaders when they came to Springfield for a 
preliminary visit several months ago.  

The public is invited to attend two SDAT events that will 
take place at the Hoogland Center for the Arts. On Monday, 
May 7 the Team is hosting a Town Hall Meeting at 6 pm to 
gather input for a community vision of downtown and on 
Wednesday, May 9 at 6:30 p.m. the Team will give a final 
presentation with their recommendations. We hope you can 
join us for one or both of these informative events. 

Did You Know 
By  Michelle Higginbotham, Vice-President EPNIA  

Have a Message? 
Want to Support Enos Park? 

1/8 page for $20 
3 issues for $50 

Call 522-9381 for more information 

visit us on the web at 

www.EPNIA.com 

Jermaine Ward and April are buying the home at 906 N. 5th. 
Jermaine is a contractor and plans to complete most of the 
work himself.  

George Petrelli, a local attorney and neighborhood resident, is 
purchasing the home at 820 N. 6th St. He plans to renovate it 
and resell it as a single family residence.  

mailto:info@epnia.com�
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Clean Up/Green Up Initiative 

The Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association (EPNIA) will provide matching funds, up to 
$1000, to homeowners who undertake a project to improve the appearance of their property. The proc-
ess is simple: 

Eligibility 
Must be an owner-occupied home within the boundaries of Enos Park. 
Grants will be awarded only for exterior improvements and/or landscaping. 
Proposed project must be compatible with the design guidelines and uses outlined in the Master 

Plan. 
Must complete the work by 11/30/12 and submit receipts for reimbursement by 12/31/12. 

Application Process 
Complete the attached form providing details of your proposed project. The EPNIA will review 

your proposal and notify you within 10 days if your project has been approved. 
Complete your project; you may do the work yourself or use hired help. Both materials and labor 

are eligible for reimbursement through the grant program. 
Submit your receipts and a before and after picture of your improvements to the EPNIA. You will 

be reimbursed for 50% of the total project cost, up to $500 ($1000 if your project is siding re-
moval/exterior painting).  
 

Project Application 
 
Name___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you a homeowner? YES NO  How long at current address?___________ 
 
Are you a current EPNIA member?  YES NO 
 
Phone_________________________   Email___________________________________ 
 
What type of project do you plan to complete?________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Estimated total cost of project___________   Start Date________    End Date________ 
 
Would you like to receive a coupon for discounts on paint from Sherwin Williams?  YES  NO 
 
Would you like to receive assistance in applying for a sales tax exemption letter for the purchase of 
materials?  YES NO 
 
Return completed application to: Steve Combs, 821 N. Fifth St., Springfield, IL 62702  
or email to steven_combs_592@comcast.net 

mailto:steven_combs_592@comcast.net�
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The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Associa-
tion, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. Circula-
tion is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of each 
month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 522-9381 
or e-mail m.piland@sbcglobal.net or fax       522-3060.  The dead-
line for copy is the 20th.   
 
Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 
samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or  

915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

On April 12th I attended the Town Hall Meeting on Prevent-
ing Underage Drinking at the Dove Center, sponsored by the 
Sangamon County Coalition on Underage Drinking, led by 
Anita Bedell. 
I knew that underage drinking was bad, but didn't realize it 
could cause permanent damage to a young brain! Dr. Ronald 
F. Zec, a professor of neuropsychology at the SIU School of 
Medicine, told us that the brain is still developing to the early 
20s, and some scientists think till the early 30s. Alcohol can 
cause alterations in the structure and function of the develop-
ing brain.  Youth who drink can have a significant reduction 
in learning and memory and teen alcohol users are most sus-
ceptible to damaging two key brain areas that are undergoing 
dramatic changes in adolescence. 
Despite this, 43 per cent of Sangamon County 12th graders 
surveyed in 2010 reported drinking more than one or two 
times in the past month. Of alcohol dependent adults, 96 per 
cent started drinking before age 21.  
This is why it is so important that you first, never facilitate 
drinking by young people.  While one night of drinking 
probably won't do permanent damage, it could easily lead to 
heavier drinking that could.  Second, whenever we see teen 
drinking, we should do everything we can to stop it, whether 
they are our kids or not.   
Adults are not immune from alcohol. The recommended limit 
for adults is one drink a day for a woman and two a day for a 
man. Drinking more than that has negative/adverse effects on 
health, including on brain health and risk for dementia. 
In March the City Council enacted my ordinance requiring 
offenders of the underage possession and consumption of 
alcohol ordinances attend an alcohol education course or vic-
tim impact seminar.  (This is the same ordinance that allowed 
violators of certain ordinances to do community service in-
stead of paying the entire fine.) So, there were even more 

reasons to do this than I knew at the time I passed this ordi-
nance! 
 
Congrats to the Enos Park Development, LLC for being one 
of only two neighborhood groups to become official city 
mowing contractors.  The other is the Bunn Park Neighbor-
hood group.  The other 9 contractors are private businesses or 
individuals.  There will be a lot more work for the contractors 
this year because the city is being proactive in cutting the tall 
grass on violators' lawns.  The city is now making routine 
checks of properties that had two or more violations last year. 
Enos Park LLC has already mowed 10 lawns.  The city pays 
$60 to $90 per lawn, depending on the size.  So, this could 
turn into some real money by the end of the summer.  The 
cost of the mowing is charged to the property owner, and 
becomes a lien on the property if not paid.  The LLC is also 
doing a good job a acquiring problem properties with the 
assistance of Enos Park TIF funds. I am working with City 
Hall to get more TIF funds to the  LLC for the acquisition of 
additional problem properties it has its sights on.   
Congrats also to Bud Farrar and Old Neighborhood Rehab on 
the outstanding rehab job on the green house at 5th and 
Miller. Bud held an open house in April and the transforma-
tion of this house from an eyesore to a shining star is unbe-
lievable. The house was owned by a former Springfield 
mayor around 1890, and our current mayor, Mike Houston, 
stopped by at the open house.A young state worker is pur-
chasing this house, which is a good sign for the future of our 
neighborhood.  
 
May marks the start of Farmers Market season. Please pa-
tronize the downtown market on Wednesday and Saturday 
morning, and at the Fairgrounds on Thursday evening. Have 
a great Memorial Day weekend and a fun and safe summer! 

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

http://us.mc431.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=samcahnman@yahoo.com�


P a g e  5  V o l u m e  X X I I ,  N u m b e r  5  

As yet, we haven’t had a report of the cold wet springs of the 
last two years. Our record-breaking winter landed spring on 
our doorstep four weeks early. What a surprise! Lilacs, which 
normally bloom around Mother’s Day, were at their peak at 
the end of March. I have mown my lawn more than I care to, 
but that’s alright. It looks good. I have a patch of greens that 
are half matured and many indoor seedlings waiting for the 
proper air and soil temperatures so they can be planted out-
side. Garden Centers are fully stocked and I’m sure gardeners 
are “ready to get at it.” I am. Here are some things we can do 
this month: 

PLANT - In mid-May plant snapbeans and squash. Near the 
end of the month plant tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, sweet 
potatoes, glads, callas, dahlias and tuberous begonias. The 
first week of June will be safest to plant impatiens and basil, 
which are very sensitive to cool night temperatures. 

SOIL - Enrich your soil as much as possible by incorporating 
as much organic matter as you can. Compost works best, 
milled sphagnum peat moss works well also. Avoid the peat 
moss sold in 40 lb. bags. It’s dark and rich looking, but is so 
thoroughly decomposed as to be almost void of nutrients. 

MULCH - and feed roses this month. Mulch perennial and 
vegetable beds at least two inches deep. Three to four inches 
would be most effective to reduce weeds and conserve water. 

LAWNS - should be mowed regularly at 2½ to 3 inches tall 
for healthy growth and a strong, deep root system. Occasional 
food and watering will help the saddest lawn to look a little 
better. 

FERTILIZE - use the appropriate type fertilizers for the par-
ticular type plants you grow. Rose food for roses, fish emul-
sion for ferns, azalea food for acid-loving plants, lawn food 
for lawns, etc. Do not feed hostas at all. It makes the leaf 
stems grow too long and weak, resulting in a collapsed plant. 
Fertilize lawns this month if you plan to make only two appli-

cations per year. A word about fertilizers . . . follow the rec-
ommended amounts as listed on the container. “More” is not 
“better” when it comes to feeding plants. Roots can be easily 
burned by applying too much food. 

WEED - when you can. 

WATER - regularly. Keep track of rainfall. Be prepared to 
supplement with sprinklers if rainfall isn’t enough. Almost all 
plants will do well with 1½ inches of water at this time of 
year. 

HARVEST - peas, rhubarb, lettuce, greens, asparagus, green 
onions, chives, radishes and strawberries this month. 

PRUNE - hedges as soon as they start to look unkempt. Prune 
flowering shrubs within one month after bloom. Prune sage 
severely now to stimulate full, bushy growth. Begin to pinch 
back the top one or two inches of new growth from mums, 
promoting stronger stems. 

PONDS - May is the month to get our water gardens up and 
going. A few inexpensive goldfish will help keep the mos-
quito population down. 

BULBS - leave the foliage of spring flowering bulbs to die 
back naturally. Remove it when 2/3 yellowed. 

HOUSEPLANTS - may be moved outdoors when night tem-
peratures stay above 50 degrees. Put them in a shady spot, as 
most will burn in the sun. 

INSECTS - Imidacloprid can still be applied now to help pre-
vent the damage done by Japanese beetles. They will be arriv-
ing soon. Try to have it applied by May 15th. 

ENJOY! 

I n  T h e  G a r d e n  
By Jerry Blackburn 

Jerry Blackburn has been a garden designer for 30 years. 
He designs, installs, maintains and renovates perennial beds 
and borders.  He was employed at Washington Park Botani-
cal Gardens for 11 years. 

2012 EPNIA Officers 
Steve Combs, President ......................................... 494-6668 
Michelle Higginbotham, Vice President ............... 553-4629 
Linda Maier, Secretary ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 
Bryan Allen, Treasurer .......................................... 725-3341 
Owen Anderson, Director ........ (cell) 899-0320,   528-9107 
Dennis Chrans, Director ........................................ 544-1464 
Diane Combs, Director .......................................... 494-6658 
Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 
Jack Kriel, Director .................. (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 
Cynthia Mehl, Director ......................................... 753-2266 
Rick Mehl, Director............................................... 753-2266 
Dennis Musser, Director ....................................... 528-7106 
Betsy Dollar, Associate Director, non-voting ....... 523-3507 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director ....................... 522-9381 
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St. John’s Hospital and Boyd Healthcare Services 
to Collaborate on Strategic Plan 

St. John’s Hospital and Boyd Healthcare, which operates Tho-
mas H. Boyd Memorial Hospital in Carrollton, will work to-
gether to develop a strategic plan to enhance access to health 
care for the residents in Greene County and surrounding com-
munities. The joint strategic planning process will address 
issues such as access to primary care physicians, specialty 
clinics, and telemedicine. 
“St. John’s has worked with Boyd Healthcare since the 1980s 
to ensure Greene County residents can easily access tertiary 
and specialty health care services in Springfield. This new 
collaboration will explore how we can better coordinate the 
delivery of care for residents in the area served by Boyd,” said 
Bob Ritz, President and CEO, St. John’s Hospital. 
“We look forward to working closely with St. John’s to de-
velop a plan that will allow our patients to more easily access 
services such as Cardiac Rehab and Sleep studies close to 
home. St. John’s expertise in areas such as cardiac care, neu-
rology and pediatrics will be invaluable as we look at how best 
to meet the needs of our community,” said Deborah Campbell, 
CEO, Thomas H. Boyd Memorial Hospital. 

Boyd Healthcare currently coordinates care with St. John’s for 
its cardiac patients through the STAT Heart and STAT Stroke 
Programs. The STAT Heart program, pioneered by Prairie 
Heart Institute, allows Boyd Healthcare Services to treat cer-
tain heart attack patients with a goal of having the patient 
treated in the Cath Lab in less than 90 minutes. 
About St. John’s Hospital 
St. John’s Hospital in Springfield, Illinois is a regional medical cen-
ter offering a comprehensive array of health care services to Central 
and Southern Illinois. Founded in 1875, St. John’s is the flagship 
hospital of Hospital Sisters Health System and is home to the Prairie 
Heart Institute, St. John’s Children’s Hospital, St. John’s Women’s 
Service, St. John’s Neurosciences Institute, St. John’s Cancer Insti-
tute, Center for Living and AthletiCare. St. John’s is designated as a 
Level I Trauma Center on a yearly rotating basis, has its own College 
of Nursing and is a teaching hospital for the Southern Illinois Univer-
sity School of Medicine. 
About Thomas H. Boyd Memorial Hospital 
Thomas H. Boyd Memorial Hospital was incorporated in 1941, and 
has met the needs of the citizens of Greene County for 71 years. In 
1999, we became the first Critical Access Hospital in the State of IL. 
The hospital has four Certified Rural Health Clinics and manages 
ambulance service for Greene County. 
About Hospital Sisters Health System 
Hospital Sisters Health System is a Roman Catholic health care mis-
sion founded to continue the healing ministry of Jesus Christ. Spon-
sored by the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis, HSHS provides state-of-
the-art health care framed in traditional values taught by St. Francis 
and St. Clare of Assisi. It is dedicated to serving all people, including 
the poor and the needy, at each of its 13 systems in Illinois and in 
Wisconsin. For more information about HSHS, visit www.hshs.org. 

The Internet Is Not the New Doctor 

For two months, 27-year-old Crystal Lindell fought off stomach 
pain while monitoring her symptoms using online health websites.  
Convinced she was suffering from heartburn, Crystal, of Naperville, 
ignored the increasing abdominal pain until she ended up in the 
emergency room and needed emergency gallbladder surgery. 

“I now go to the doctor earlier,” she said. “That’s the one lesson I 
learned and was glad to figure out.” 

In an age where quick, convenient information is valued, Crystal’s 
story has become common. According to new research by Health 
Dialog, a healthcare consulting firm, 81 percent of Americans 
search the internet for medical information, but only 25 percent 
verify source reliability. 

“Patients doing online research is good because they’re being pro-
active in their care,” said Dr. Benjamin Montgomery, a primary 
care physician in Jacksonville with Memorial Physician Associates, 
the physician network of Memorial Health System. “But you can’t 
put too much faith in the internet; it is not the expert.” 

Montgomery encourages his patients to visit only reputable organi-
zation and government sites (ending in .org or .gov) instead of sites 
generally more commercial (ending in .com). 

“If you type in ‘chest pain’ on a Google search, you could end up 
on someone’s personal blog who just experienced heartburn when 
you could be experiencing something more serious,” he said. “But if 
it’s the American Heart Association website, it could lead you in the 
right direction.” 

When in doubt, look for the Health on the Net (HON) code that will 
be located at the bottom of any health information webpage. Health 
sites approved by the HON Foundation have been checked to ensure 
the information provided is trustworthy. 

According to Montgomery, an educated patient is going to be a 
healthier patient, provided resource tools are used correctly.  

“If you’re going to use the internet, go to your doctor’s appointment 
with the web info printed off so you can review it with your physi-
cian,” he said. “Most of the time you will walk out with a much 
better understanding of your condition.” 

This article was previously published in Memorial Health System’s 
Live Well magazine and also appeared in BeHealthySpring-
field.com. For information about a free online subscription to Live 
Well, go to www.livewellmagazine.org. 

C o m m u n i t y  
H e a l t h  C o r n e r  
By Memorial Medical Center 
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Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 
Police Non-Emergency 788-8311 

Over the past several weeks we have continued to see numer-
ous reports of residential burglaries occurring throughout the 
city. A number of those reports have come from the north 
end of the city and some from the park area. Recently 
Neighborhood Police Officers along with the detective bu-
reau conducted several details to help curb this activity. We 
were able to arrest suspects believed to be responsible for 
multiple burglaries. We are continuing our efforts to address 
these kinds of activities but we need your help with calling in 
suspicious behavior. Help keep a watchful eye in your area. 
If you see people going door to door knocking on doors or 
people standing out in front of houses appearing to be look 
outs for others in the area, call the police. 

Thanks to some good police work and some watchful 
neighbors we have also arrested some suspects for breaking 
into vehicles. Many times it is the neighbor who calls in sus-
picious activity to the police when we catch people in the 
middle of committing a crime. Many of these burglaries to 
vehicles have occurred during the overnight hours. If you 
hear dogs barking in the area that normally indicate someone 
is around during these hours, go look out your window and 
take a look. Call 911 for emergencies, call the non-
emergency police number at 788-8311. 

The author has completed over twenty-four whole house 
renovations in Central Illinois, some of them in the Enos 
Park area, and two projects have made it to The National 
Register of Historic Places earning him a place in Regis-
ter’s Who’s Who in Executives and Professionals. 

The tough keep going? 

Our latest two projects in Enos Park are getting off the ground 
fairly well.  Both houses have repaired and replaced founda-
tions, new basement floors, new framing, new windows and 
work on the exteriors is being done while subcontractors are 
wrapping up the rough-ins for electric, HVAC, and plumbing. 
The sewer lines to the main sewer have been clogged or bro-
ken for years and we are working to install new hookups to the 
main sewer which runs down the alley.  I have been in the 
shop making new trims and woodwork for the replacement 
front porches at both houses. 

Both houses were coated with lead paint and that has been 
addressed as well, according to Federal EPA law.  This re-
quired the area covered in plastic and all paint chips collected 
for removal to a landfill when the houses were scraped and 
washed down in preparation to install new siding, matching 
what is already there.  Unlike the originals, we back-primed 
the siding to control paint peeling and siding from cupping 
which is a common problem with old houses. 

Living with Character 
By K.J. Knox 

In the Neighborhood 
By Officer Ryan Irwin 

714 N. 6th 

Real Estate - Featured Home 

Turn of the Century charm abounds throughout this 4 bed-
room, 2 bath home in the heart of Enos Park and features an 
awesome original stairway in foyer, formal dining room, 
bright, friendly kitchen plus family room. First floor master 
suite has its own entrance and would be perfect for a home 
business.  $62,900 
Call Linda Maier The Real Estate Firm Inc. 217-547-5526. 
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I was standoffish with James for quite a while. Our grand-
niece Leigh Ann was dating him, and experience taught that 
there's no point to getting too attached to the boyfriends or 
girlfriends of younglings. They come and go during the 
teens and twenties. (The ones who stay involved with the 
family long after a breakup get featured in Dear Abby ad-
vice columns.) Then James and Leigh Ann moved in to-
gether and got engaged. And now, as their June wedding 
approaches, I've realized that he's here to stay. 
Not like marriage is a guarantee of permanence, mind you—
there's the term “starter marriage” with the cynical sugges-
tion to toss the first one out like the first pancake. However, 
observing the two of them together gives me confidence that 
they have something that's likely to last. They are engaged in 
the gear sense, neatly enmeshed in each other's lives and 
future plans. I admire their hard work, pragmatism, and will-
ingness to sacrifice now to build a better life in the long run. 
Leigh Ann was accepted to medical school and James is 
studying to become a nurse anesthetist. The healthcare field 
is booming so the logical career consultant in me says, 
“Good choice” while the emotional relative side yells, “Ka-
ching! Wow!! Way to go!” 
I read that there are four divorce predictors: criticism, con-
tempt, defensiveness and stonewalling (alias the silent treat-
ment) and have heard elsewhere that likely to divorce cou-
ples interrupt each other more than happy ones even while 
dating. I can believe that. Marriages need a rock solid foun-
dation of respect so that home is a haven, not another 
stressor. Leigh Ann and James have found a rhythm to their 
conversation and I like watching the cheerful way they en-
courage each other to tell anecdotes. A mutual admiration 
society creates a thriving partnership. 
For Leigh Ann's bridal shower I gave her a DVD of Italian 
cities since they're touring several for their honeymoon, a 
couple of books of tips including how to pack, and an in-
structional Italian CD. I tossed in a nifty little translator that 
will speak hundreds of travel-related phrases in seven lan-
guages which was just $7.95 on clearance at Amazon. It's 
already been surpassed by many higher-tech devices and 
phone apps but it might prove useful in a pinch. I added a 
pasta cookbook to remind them of the gustatory pleasures of 
their trip when they return home and wrapped it all up in 
red, white and green. Auntie Lola has a hard time turning off 
the trainer/instructor side of herself, hmmm? But Leigh Ann 
and James seemed happy with their Honeymoon Helper 
package. 
When they stopped by a week or two later to visit I tried to 
convince them of the importance of money belts worn under 
clothing—and the need for a Ziploc bag inside to protect 
papers. Kevin suggested getting a business card from each 
place as they check in so that If they get turned around, a 

local can direct them back to their hotel. (We had to do that 
once in a taxi in Glasgow where the cabbie hypothetically 
spoke English but you couldn't have proved it by us. We 
were mangling the Gaelic name of the B&B and only that 
business card got us to our destination.) 
There's so much I'd like to be able to tell them! When I think 
of marriage the image of carrying a plank comes to mind 
because both parties have to hold up their ends and keep 
moving forward. Also I want to convey advice that's worked 
for me such as, “Don't spit in the well you hope to drink 
from.” If they'd sit still long enough I might even tell them 
about a top I have that seems to be olive and black herring-
bone. I'd had it for years then happened to be wearing it one 
day when there was bright sunshine. The olive turned out to 
be gold with multicolored sparkles. There I thought I knew 
that top yet it surprised me—how much more so Kevin has 
in over 23 years as I discover new and amazing things about 
him! To marry is an adventure, and it is also a verb, an on-
going process that keeps happening long after the ceremony. 
It seems to me that many marriages (“The Bachelor”, any-
one?) founder when the couple discovers that it's not primar-
ily a romantic relationship. Sure, you don't have to worry 
about finding a date for New Year's Eve and you know sizes 
and preferences for Valentine's Day. However, finding a 
mate successfully is about recruiting a family member—
someone who'll be kind during the New Year's Day hang-
over or the 'oh no I shouldn't have eaten all the chocolates at 
once' remorse on Feb. 15. Don't get me wrong, there can be 
plenty of romance in marriage but building a home and life 
and family together requires more than that. 
If we were getting them a grill for their wedding present, I'd 
write something in the card about the spark and the flames 
being exciting but it's the embers in the charcoal that get the 
work done. Do I sound too pragmatic? Perhaps. But I want 
to see two nice, hard working kids become ever closer as the 
decades roll by and they grow old together. Happy families 
are the cornerstones of strong communities. Besides, I like 
James now—let's keep him! 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 

Lola Lucas is the author of At Home in the Park: Loving a 
Neighborhood Back to Life, about Springfield in general and 
Enos Park in particular.  You can find it at Amazon.com & 
other online booksellers.  
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We encourage you to attend these  

SDAT Events 
Sustainable Design Assessment Team for Downtown Springfield 

 
SDAT Town Hall Meeting 

Monday, May 7, 6-7:30pm 
Hoogland Center, Theatre 3 

 
SDAT National Team Final Presentation 

Wednesday, May 9, 6-7:30pm 
Hoogland Center, Theatre 3 

 
www.SDATSpringfield.com 


