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In 1866 the Springfield City Railway Com-
pany constructed tracks for a horse drawn 
trolley from Monroe Street north along 5th 
Street through Enos Park and Lincoln Park 
to Oak Ridge Cemetery and Lincoln's tomb. 
It was Springfield's first effort to facilitate 
tourists coming to visit the president's grave-
site. One year later they extended the tracks 
south to South Grand Avenue. This physical 
link of almost 150 years ago is, today, the 
historical link around which a number of 
neighborhoods and historical sites want to 
establish a Historic Cultural Tour. In Enos 
Park we are proposing four separate walks 
(tours) that will include most of our architec-
turally unique and historically significant 
homes.  
The Park to Park Walk, fifteen blocks long, 
would establish a link between the east and 
west sides of the neighborhood by connect-
ing Gehrmann Park and Enos Park. The Park 
to Park link has been a recommendation of 
both the Medical District and Enos Park 
Master Plans. Along this route walkers 
would pass the two National Register His-
toric Sites in Enos Park as well as eight po-
tential National Register homes, ten potential 
Landmark homes, and six sites of distin-
guished residents in the neighborhood. 
This east-west tour would be extended from 
Enos Park to St. John's Hospital on the St. 
John's Inspiration Walk and from Gehrmann 
Park to Memorial Medical Center on the 
Memorial Walk. A fourth tour would con-
nect Enos Park's two National Register His-
toric Sites together on the Edwards Place to 
Bretz National Historic Homes Tour. In ad-
dition to these two historically significant 
homes, the tour would include 16 of the 18 
potential National Register Historic Sites 

and thirteen of the potential Landmark prop-
erties. 
With the help of the Robert Morris Univer-
sity Intern Center students, Historical Tour 
videos are  being developed.  The videos 
will be accessed on the Internet or by scan-
ning QR codes using a smart phone, which 
will display a video of the home or the dis-
tinguished people who lived there. Online 
maps will also be used to help visitors find 
properties of interest.   
You'll be able to see an Abe Lincoln enactor 
walking up to the home at 816 North 5th 
Street, as he did 154 years ago, and stop to 
talk to the people on the porch.  Architectur 

Continued on page 2 

The Lincoln Monument horse-drawn  
trolley heading north on 5th Street. The 
majestic Italianate home in the back-
ground became the Springfield Hospital 
and Training School, a 12 bed facility, the 
beginnings of Memorial Medical Center.  
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Moving Forward in 2012 

NAME________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS_________________________ CITY____________________________ ZIP________ 
 

NEW_____ RENEWAL______ PHONE_____________ DATE_________________ 
 

       SIGNED______________________________________________ 
 

       E-MAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________ 
 

Send to:  Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association, Inc. 
   821 N 5th St., Springfield, IL  62702                                           For more information, call 522-9381 
          
 

I want to be a part of the revitalization of Enos Park Neighborhood.  Here is my donation of $25 for 2012 
Membership, which entitles me to a copy of the Bylaws and voting privileges at the monthly meetings. 

 Continued from page 1 
 
ally unique and distinguished property, such as, Governor 
Cullom's Mansion, General John McClernand's home, the 
Joseph Reisch Mansion, and the Benjamin Ferguson home, 
all of which have been removed, can come alive again with 
new technology following a historic path.   
Even more exciting is that these four tours won't stand alone. 
They will be linked to the original 5th Street trolley line 
which in turn is linked to the other sites and neighborhoods 
involved in the Historic Cultural Tour project. 
If you're interested in the video, map and QR projects being 
created and coordinated by the Robert Morris University 
students, join us Tuesday, February 14th, 7 p m. at the Assisi 
Conference Room in St. John's Hospital. We will be review-
ing some of their projects and how to use new technology to 
revisit our past.  

 

The Joseph Reisch Mansion 
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The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Associa-
tion, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. Circula-
tion is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of each 
month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 522-9381 
or e-mail m.piland@sbcglobal.net or fax       522-3060.  The dead-
line for copy is the 20th.   
 
Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

Your smart phone can be used as 
your tour guide on the historic walks 
being prepared for Enos Park. If you 
have a smart phone to scan a QR 
code like the one to the right, you can 
link to a website or download and 
view a video about a home or distin-
guished resident of the neighborhood.  
The QR code here links to the EP-
NIA website, www. EPNIA.com.  
Future plans may incorporate GPS technology to allow ef-
fortless access to online information based on a visitor’s lo-
cation within the neighborhood. 

Intern students from Robert Morris University are preparing 
online videos as part of the Association's efforts to bring 
Enos Park's history and people back to life. In addition to 
using enactors for the tour programs, we hope to set up a live 
enactment later in the fall as part of our Historic Homes 
Tour.  

Stephan A. Douglas started his 1858 Senate campaign in the 
black walnut grove (4th and Dodge) just north of Edwards 
Place, Abraham Lincoln and Mary attended the 1860 wed-
ding of Ozias Hatch and Julia Enos at the Enos home, 1005 
N 7th, his last social event in Springfield before he left for 
Washington, D.C., and General John McClernand, who lived 
at 801 N 6th, was in charge of local arrangements for Lin-
coln's funeral and burial in Oak Ridge Cemetery which in-
cluded the 10th Illinois Cavalry, a current enactment group. 

The historic information and pictures in this newsletter have 
been taken from the 1997 study of Enos Park by Fever River 
Research, Floyd Mansberger and his staff. Additional infor-
mation can be obtained from the Sangamon Valley Collec-
tion at the Lincoln Public Library. 

Did You Know 
By  Steve Coombs, President EPNIA  

The hearse used to carry Lincoln's body to  
Oak Ridge Cemetery from the Old State Capital 

Featured Property 

711 East Enos 

Urban Pioneer Wanted 
for this unique property 

commercial down & residential up 
 

Lots of history 
Lots of possibilities 

Lots of work 
Just $2500! 

More information & Design Standards: 
Enos Park Development LLC 

Steve 494-6668, Michelle 553-4629, Linda 971-9138 
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Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 
samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or  

915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

The other shoe dropped at our last City Council meeting in 
January when CWLP Chief Engineer Eric Hobbie told us he 
wanted the City Council to pass a 9.5 per cent increase in 
your electric rates as of March 1st.  That would add about 
$8.35 to the typical monthly bill for 850 kwh, or about $100 a 
year.  

On top of that, Hobbie asked us to enact automatic increases 
for future years of 1% to 3% based on the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI).  If wholesale electric sales exceed $55,000,000 
in the prior calendar year, the automatic increases would not 
take place.   

In the 1980s, I co-founded the Citizens Utility Board.  CUB 
now represents millions of people across the state who are 
customers of private utility companies, like Ameren and 
Commonwealth Edison.  CUB has saved consumers millions 
of dollars by fighting rate cases at the Illinois Commerce 
Commission.   

By law, CUB cannot represent customers of municipal utili-
ties like CWLP.  That job falls on us, the City Council.  

In all my years of consumer activism, I have never seen a 
proposed utility rate increase that was not overstated.  Utili-
ties by nature want to increase rates more than necessary to 
give them a cushion, and in the case of private utilities, to 
increase profits.  The reason we are in this mess is that, long 
before I became an Alderman, our City took a gamble on 
building a big new power plant.  Lately, the dice haven't 
rolled our way.   

CWLP (meaning you and me) owes $600 million in bonds 
for the money it borrowed to build our new power plant.  It 

must pay $42.5 million per year on those bonds.  When the 
city decided to build the new plant, wholesale electric rates 
exceeded $70 per mega watt hour (mwh).  If that were the 
rate today, we'd be rolling in money hand over fist and have 
no problem… maybe even getting a rate decrease.  But the 
price today is down to $30, and therein lies the problem.  The 
capacity of the new plant exceeds our needs.  

The thinking back in the day was that we'd sell the excess 
capacity and make money.  Now, instead of making money 
for us, the new plant is dragging us down.  Even at current 
rates, we have enough to pay the bonds, but according to 
Hobbie, the bond covenants require CWLP revenues to ex-
ceed by 25 per cent the amount necessary to pay back the 
bonds.   

One aspect of this rate increase I will never vote for are the 
automatic increases based on the CPI.  What does the CPI 
have to do with the cost of running the utility?  In addition, 
increased costs to run CWLP are already figured into our 
rates through the fuel adjustment clause.   

One bit of good news.  The eyesore that was the North 
Branch Library on North Grand will finally be turning back 
into a useful and productive building, although, unfortu-
nately, not as a library.  We sold that mold-infested building 
to Goodenow Insurance for $1.  This was actually a good 
deal for the City.  Because it will cost so much to get the 
mold out and rehab, it was difficult to find anyone willing to 
take it off our hands.  Although we won't have the North 
Branch Library anymore, we do have a good children's li-
brary at the Third Presbyterian Church at 7th & Bergen.  

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

2012 EPNIA Officers 
Steve Combs, President ........................................ 494-6668 
Michelle Higginbotham, Vice President ............... 553-4629 
Linda Maier, Secretary ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 
Bryan Allen, Treasurer ......................................... 725-3341 
Owen Anderson, Director ......... (cell) 899-0320,   528-9107 
Dennis Chrans, Director ....................................... 544-1464 
Diane Combs, Director ......................................... 494-6658 
Fletcher Ferrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 
Jack Kriel, Director ................... (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 
Cynthia Mehl, Director ......................................... 753-2266 
Rick Mehl, Director .............................................. 753-2266 
Dennis Musser, Director ....................................... 528-7106 
Betsy Dollar, Associate Director, non-voting ....... 523-3507 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director ...................... 522-9381 

http://us.mc431.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=samcahnman@yahoo.com�
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Now that it’s February, spring will be here in no time at all. 
Later this month we’ll see blooms of snowdrops, crocus, win-
ter aconites, witch hazel and forsythia. Hopefully, December 
and January’s above average temperatures will extend into 
this month. Later this month we might be able to do a little 
outdoor gardening and there are always things to do indoors: 
FORCE - a few branches for indoor bloom. Magnolia, pussy-
willow, forsythia, witchhazel, lilac, viburnum, quince, cherry, 
pear, plum and peach branches will all force easily in the 
home. 
CUT FLOWERS - Valentine’s Day allows us to lavish our 
loved ones with bouquets. Keep them cool. Forty degrees to 
50 degrees at night is good and no more than 60 degrees dur-
ing the day. Cut one inch from the stems before vasing them 
and do not allow any leaves to be submerged. Use floral pre-
servative in the water. A home recipe is one teaspoon sugar 
and one half teaspoon bleach to each quart of water. 
HOUSEPLANTS - are the only practical form of gardening at 
this time of year. Check to see if they’re getting enough light. 
Do they need repotted, pruned or staked? Fertilize only at half 
strength unless plants are grown under lights. 
SEND - off for mail order seeds or plants that can’t be found 
in our area. It’s the best way to get the newest cultivars or 
heirloom types. 
PRUNE - any diseased, damaged or wayward branches from 
trees or shrubs any time of year. Prune raspberry canes and 
grapevines in mid-February. 
 

FEED - continue to provide food and water for the birds if 
you can. 
CLEANUP - Inventory, clean, repair or replace any garden-
ing equipment so it will be ready for use at the end of the 
month, when it begins to warm up. Clean your lawn of winter 
debris so you won’t have to do it in April. Clear any leaves 
and debris where you plan to dig this spring to expose the 
earth to the sun and wind, allowing it to dry out. 
SOIL - toward the end of this month the number of sunny 
days will increase and temperatures will begin to rise. If con-
ditions are right, it will be a perfect time to work the soil — 
especially if you plan to plant early vegetables. Our shovels 
may be ready, but the soil may not be. Here’s how to tell... if 
digging is hard and messy with mud clinging to your shoes 
and shovel, the soil is too wet. Working wet soil drives the air 
out of it. Air spaces are a vital component of soil. Without 
enough air in the soil roots will rot. When a ball of soil in 
your hand crumbles when you smack it with two fingers, it’s 
ready to be worked. Have at it — and be sure to incorporate 
as much organic matter as you can. You can never add too 
much. 
VISIT - Keep visiting garden centers and nurseries on a 
weekly basis to discover what they will stock this year, at 
what prices and to find what’s new. 
ENJOY! 

I n  T h e  G a r d e n  
By Jerry Blackburn 

Jerry Blackburn has been a garden designer for 30 years. 
He designs, installs, maintains and renovates perennial beds 
and borders.  He was employed at Washington Park Botani-
cal Gardens for 11 years. 

The author has completed over twenty-three whole house 
renovations in Central Illinois, some of them in the Enos 
Park area, and two projects have made it to The National 
Register of Historic Places earning him a place in Regis-
ter’s Who’s Who in Executives and Professionals. 

Spring around the corner? 

We were very fortunate this year with the weather allowing us 
to gain a foothold in our next two projects.  A lot of founda-
tion work caught us all by surprise, but all has been repaired 
and/or replaced.  Basement floors installed with new plumbing 
drains.  A lot of the exteriors have been added on, allowing us 
to work inside with heat or outside on days when warm 
enough to attempt.  As I receive measurements I will begin 
making gingerbread for the gables and porches. 

The last project turned out very attractive, in my opinion. Be-
fore now, you didn't even notice the dark house on the corner 
of 5th and Enos.  We had the house or what was left of it; and 
as you dismantle the many layers you have to replace the 

original when you finally get to it.  This is what causes addi-
tional long hours, much more hard work, need for special 
equipment and tools, and variations, and volume of materials. 
And this is why I never suggest covering up problems like a 
leaky roof or missing pieces, to save money. 

I know that new vinyl siding is more expensive than painting 
the house, so you can't use the usual excuses, you will have to 
fess up to human foibles other than cheap; if you can . 

Living with Character 
By K.J. Knox 

Visit us online 
twitter.com/#!/epnia     www.EPNIA.com 

facebook.com/pages/Enos-Park-Neighborhood-Improvement-Association-EPNIA/ 

A young man who does not have what it takes to perform 
military service is not likely to have what it takes to make a 
living.     John F. Kennedy 
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C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  C o r n e r  
By Memorial Medical Center 

Friday, March 23 
8- midnight 

Capitol City Bar and Grill 
 

Blues music from a St. Louis area blues group 
Open mic jam session with local musicians 

 
More information; 

Mini O'Beirne Crisis Nursery 525-6800. 

Mini O’Bierne Crisis Nursery 
FUNDRAISER 

Parents Play a Role in ADHD Treatment 
Parenting is tough. When you parent a child with special challenges 
such as Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) it can at 
times seem overwhelming.  

For children with untreated ADHD, life can be a painful ordeal. 
They often function with a sense of failure on a daily basis. They 
are reprimanded for forgetfulness, not keeping their hands to them-
selves or talking out of turn. They become angry when other kids do 
not want to do what they say or are embarrassed when no one wants 
to play with them. And untreated ADHD has the potential to lead to 
more serious problems like depression. 

Fortunately, ADHD is treatable. With support and education, par-
ents have the opportunity to help their child live a happy, productive 
and fulfilling life. 

What type of symptoms will a child with Attention Deficit Hy-
peractivity Disorder have? 
Inattentiveness, hyperactivity and impulsivity are the primary symp-
toms of ADHD, though not all children display these symptoms and 
severity varies.  

When should a parent have their child evaluated for ADHD? 
If parents observe or teachers report that a child is more physically 
active or excessively talkative compared to other children of the 
same age and gender it is important to get an evaluation. Children 
who daydream constantly or are unusually forgetful may be strug-
gling with focus and attention. 

Managing symptoms with consistency and organization 
Brandi Paluska, licensed professional counselor with The Chil-
dren’s Center, says that ADHD is a disorder people typically strug-
gle with throughout their lives. There is no cure, but symptoms can 
be managed with success. For children with ADHD, consistency 
and organization are extremely helpful in day-to-day functioning. 
As children mature, it is essential to teach them ways to stay organ-
ized – this is vital to their success. Implementing routines, espe-
cially before and after school, at bath time and bed time, keep chil-
dren from becoming as agitated.  

Parents should be consistent with discipline and rewards. If a child 
is warned that they will go to their room if they throw the ball one 
more time, the child should be taken to their room if they disobey. 
Continuing to warn and threaten only angers the parent, which can 
lead to the parent losing control and punishing the child too se-
verely. Rewards and punishments should be administered as soon as  
possible. This helps children identify good and bad behaviors and 
also shows the child that they are being paid attention to all the 
time, not just when they misbehave. 

Education and social skills 
It is very important that parents regularly communicate with school 
personnel, including teachers, social workers and aides, so parents 
can immediately follow up with rewards or discipline. If an older 
child has to transition between classrooms, it is important that they 
have a plan to stay organized, such as arranging folders, notebooks 
and papers by color, or by keeping all folders in a binder. Be sure to 
track whether the organization method you choose is working.  

Developing social skills can be difficult because the child’s emo-
tions are intense and can escalate quickly. Parents must be proactive 
in avoiding confrontation. Do not let children play unsupervised if 
you think there is a potential for conflict. Children with ADHD are 
often in trouble for lashing out, but it is because they do so loudly. 
It is helpful to develop and practice scripts for difficult situations. 
For example, losing a game is often upsetting for children with 
ADHD. If the family rule is that you say "Thank you for playing 
with me. That was a good game," your child has a better chance of 
appropriately handling a similar situation with other children. 

It is important for parents to seek an evaluation if their child is 
struggling more than other children of the same age and gender. 
While it may be difficult to take the first step and ask for help, it 
could be the start of a life-changing process that increases self-
confidence in the child and parent. The Children’s Center, a pro-
gram of Mental Health Centers of Central Illinois, is available to 
help. For more information call 757-7700. 
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Enos Park Banner is going 

ELECTRONIC 

Do you enjoy the Banner? 
If so, let us know how you’d  

like to get it. 
Complete the form below or  
e-mail us your preference! 

Name________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________ 
 

E-mail address_________________________________ 
 

I prefer my newsletter: 
 Delivered via e-mail to the e-mail address above 
 Delivered to my address above in hard copy 

 

Send response to info@EPNIA.com 
or mail form to 821 N. 5th St. - Springfield, IL 62702 

Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 
Police Non-Emergency 788-8311 

In the Neighborhood 
By Officer Ryan Irwin 

Over the course of the next several weeks we will be provid-
ing handouts at neighborhood meetings with some basic in-
formation on disaster preparedness.  Included will be details 
on how to put together a disaster preparedness kit and the 
supplies to keep on hand in your home should a natural dis-
aster occur. 

Our focus will be to help educate you to be prepared, using a 
checklist of essential supplies you may need in an emer-
gency, making a plan, and learning how to stay informed.  
Remember, it is important to plan ahead in case of disasters 
or emergencies.   

Disasters can happen anywhere or at anytime.  There are 
steps you can take to make a difference by preparing ahead 
of time.  Hope to see you at the next neighborhood meeting!  

 

Report Nuisance Issues  
Call 787-ENOS 

PUT YOUR MESSAGE HERE 

 

Have a Message? 
Want to Support Enos Park? 

1/8 page for $20 
3 issues for $50 

Call 522-9381 for more information 

Questions About Lead-Based Paint 
You may have heard that the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency recently implemented new guidelines for renovation 
work involving lead based paint. 
 
If you are interested in finding out more, 
the EPA is holding a free informational 
session, “Renovation, Repair and Paint 
Rule.” The Springfield meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, February 8 at the IL 
Department of Agriculture building at the 
State Fairgrounds (Gate 11).  
 
There is a continental breakfast at 8:30, followed by the work-
shop from 9 a.m.-noon. To register online, visit 
www.ienconnect.con/enviro or contact Elenor Davis at 524-
2081 for more information. 

mailto:info@EPNIA.com�
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Kodak filed for Chapter 11 protection and seems likely to 
join Borders, Blockbuster, and Circuit City in the swirl 
down the economic tubes. They failed to adapt to the digital 
photography age, and attempts to find new markets such as 
diagnostic imaging didn't work out. Technology marches 
onward, and sometimes right over businesses that seemed 
eternal. 

Similarly, a much sought-after product can become trash 
(Pentium boat anchors, anyone?) I've been pondering how to 
adapt the entertainment centers I see at ReStore and other 
resale shops. Maybe a decade ago you brought one home 
and were pleased by the way the video components fit into 
it, all nice and neat. Now they're being tossed out because 
the broad flat screen televisions don't fit into the squarish 
openings. The tall armoires and wardrobes can go back to 
being… well, armoires and wardrobes once the holes cut in 
their backs for cords are patched. They can also be turned 
into home offices, pantries or display cases. As an aside, I 
saw one recently that was gargantuan, surely a dozen feet in 
height. It would need to be in the sort of house that has a 
dining room table with 20 chairs. 

What to do, though, with those awkwardly sized smaller 
entertainment centers that are chest high on me? They range 
in quality from adhesive paper over pressed sawdust to 
beautiful pieces of solid cherry with stained glass doors. A 
Springfieldian who's moved to Arizona says their solution is 
that anything left at curbside with a “Free/Gratis” sign is 
gone by morning. That isn't as foolproof here so I set myself 
the task of generating ideas of how to repurpose them. Next, 
I looked at the Internet for still more new uses. 

Let's start with the genuinely shabby entertainment centers. 
Storage is storage! Attic, basement, garage or shed, most of 
us can use a place to get things up off the floor even if the 
shelves bow or the hinges sag. Remember, shelves can be 
added or removed and so can doors. Perhaps they could 
serve as recycling depots with plastic waste cans for sorting 
metal, glass, newspaper, etc. Next consider laundries, craft 
rooms and workshops where there are supplies to be organ-
ized. Scrapbookers, don't those narrow shelves just cry out 
for stacks of paper? Or what about attaching netting across 
the center to store balls, helmets, and other sports gear? 

Mid-range furniture can be put in more visible mud rooms 
or foyers with boots placed in the center section after it's 
lined with a door mat, then hats, mittens, and baskets for 
mail go on the shelves. Add backing and hooks for scarves. 
Moving on to the kitchen, think of whether there's space for 
an appliance and cookbook storage unit. Would your stand 
mixer or food processor get used more if it were easier to 
retrieve? Remember, you can paint, paper and swaddle the 
units in fabric until the world looks level. 

 

That brings me to my favorite idea that I found on the Net: 
entertainment centers that have been outfitted as toy kitch-
ens, complete with windows, curtains, lights, and faucets. 
The left side makes a great refrigerator and the center part 
becomes the sink and stove. Several examples showed a 
variety of color schemes such as the hot pink with zebra 
print at http://betterafter.blogspot.com/2011/03/winner-and-
hot-pink-and-zebras html. 

Actually, good quality entertainment centers are ideal for 
children's rooms because they are still tall to a child. Add a 
rod in the center and they become a chifforobe. Use them as 
a desk, a toy chest, a game holder, or remodel as a doll 
house (Barbie will thank you.) Remove the upright plank 
and some shelves to turn it into a reading alcove or tiny bed 
because kids love crawling into small cuddle up spaces. Re-
move the backing and use as a divider to mark territory in 
shared bedrooms while providing storage with those colorful 
fabric bins. If there's space in the closet, they can organize 
folded clothing. They would work as an aquarium stand or 
small animal habitat, too, at home or at school. 

In a den, an entertainment center can hold a cube fridge, or 
the center part can be fitted with a wine rack. There's plenty 
of room for glasses and supplies. Bar cabinets aren't as com-
mon as they were in the Mid-century Modern years so this 
would give new life to a nice piece of furniture that's no 
longer a TV container. 

It would take a bit more effort, but an electric fireplace 
could be inserted so that the unit is still a focal point. And 
yes, just add some shelves and use it as a bookcase and for 
media storage, or as a spot for a fax, printer and office sup-
plies. Kevin points out that our old center has room for a 27” 
flat screen television which is a good size for a bedroom 
with bonus areas for dog supplies in the cabinets below. 

The Enos Park parallel is pretty obvious. Houses here were 
once sought after when the neighborhood was known as the 
jewel of Springfield. Times changed and the area seemed 
obsolete, then run down. Discard it? Tear it all down and 
start over? We were lucky to escape that 1970's era of 
“urban renewal” and come out on the other side mostly in-
tact. To make Enos Park desirable again means finding new 
selling points such as affordable housing for the medical 
district and downtown workers. It requires adding a bit here, 
taking some out there, repainting and adapting so that what 
seemed hopeless becomes attractive. Figuring out a new 
purpose isn't easy but it's worthwhile and actually, quite 
entertaining. 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 

Lola Lucas is the author of At Home in the Park: Loving a 
Neighborhood Back to Life, about Springfield in general and 
Enos Park in particular.  You can find it at Amazon.com & 
other online booksellers.  
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Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association 

 
 

February Membership Meeting  
Assisi Conference Room in St. John's Hospital  

Tuesday, February 14th, 7 pm 
 

 
Please join us to find out more about the 
podcast videos, QR codes and Historical 
Tours being created and coordinated by 
the Robert Morris University students. 

 
We will be reviewing some of their pro-

jects and how new technology can be used 
to revisit and revitalize our past.  


