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The Board of Directors of the Enos Park 
Neighborhood Improvement Association has 
approved the sale of the lots at 1133 and 1137 
North 5th Street to Habitat for Humanity of 
Sangamon County. The Townhouses, to be 
constructed for two families already approved 
by Habitat, will be a Colonial Revival style 
similar to the Fleischli House at 807 North 
5th Street, a potential National Register His-
toric Site. 

The townhouses were initially designed as a 
Lincoln Land Community College Architec-
ture class project ten years ago. The instructor 
at the time, Don Ecklund, will finally get to 
see the class project come to life. It is espe-
cially rewarding to him since he will be act-
ing as the Project Coordinator for Habitat. 
Some exterior design changes have been 
made to insure the new structure visually fits 
with the two-story, shotgun house to the 
south and a two story, Lincoln Era, Italianate 
home built in 1859 to the north. Both of these 
homes epitomize the unique and historic look 
of the majority of the neighborhood. When 

finished in April of next year, the yard of the 
new townhouses will be enclosed with the 
same type of black metal fence as its two 
neighbors. 
The project is scheduled to start late Septem-
ber with a kick off celebration for the two 
new families, sponsors, and volunteers. This 
will be the first two story townhouse built by 
Habitat and will require up to 300 volunteers 
over the eight month construction period. 
Leading the way will be the Catholic Holy 
Family Society of Belleville and engineers 
from the Illinois Air Force National Guard. 
The majority of the energy will be provided 
by students from UIS, Robert Morris Univer-
sity, Blackburn College, and Cooper Jets of 
the Rochester 4 H Club. 
Once the foundation is poured, the entire out-
side structure will be raised on two succeed-
ing weekends, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 
October 4-6, and 11-13. You don't want to 
miss this event. Mark your calendar and bring 
your camera! 

Continued on page 2 

Colonial Revival style Fleischli House at 
807 North 5th, a potential National Regis-

ter Historic Site  

The Habitat Townhouses will be a Colo-
nial Revival style, consistent with five 

other turn-of-the-century homes in 
Enos Park.  
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On Saturday, October 5th, of the first Blitz Days week-
end, Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association 
will be hosting its annual fall house tour. This year will be 
a "Before and After Tour" where you'll be able to visit a vari-
ety of homes in different stages of renovation — from those 
boarded and needing an Urban Pioneer to start the work to 
the Habitat Townhouses with hundreds of volunteers raising 
a home right before your eyes to homes completely restored 
to their original 1800 glory. 

In addition to the Habitat Townhouses, we are reviewing the 
plans of a prominent developer who is considering the con-
struction of a single family, owner-occupied home in Enos 
Park. The specific location and final design standards are 
currently being discussed by the LLC managers and will be 
provided to the EPNIA Board for final approval within the 
next couple months. Stay tuned — we've just started! 

Ryan Mobley, Volunteer Manager, and John Dunn, 
Building Coordinator, look over the design standards 
and color scheme approved for new construction in 

Enos Park. 

Continued from page 1... Did You Know 
By  Steve Combs, President EPNIA  

Looks New! But same good food! 

Susie Q’s Opening September 1st! 
It's been over five years, but on Saturday, September 1st, 
Susie Q's Restaurant will open its doors once again in Enos 
Park. It's a new restaurant, completely renovated, but Mike 
Meyer, new owner and manager, is going to have the same 
menu that was such a favorite with so many people over the 
years when the restaurant was run by Susie Weiss. Susie 
has supported Mike's wishes to use the same name and 
menu. She is also going to provide some of her special reci-
pes. It's a new building, but it'll be the same friendly, com-
fortable place you always enjoyed! 
Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Associa-
tion will meet Tuesday, August 14th at Susie Q's 
Enos Park's August Membership Meeting will be held at 
Susie Q's Tuesday, August 14th. We'll have a sneak pre-
view of the new building and opportunity to help critique 
the menu and service for Mike and his staff. Dinner will 
start at 6 p.m. If you plan to join us we need you to make 
reservations. Susie Q's can handle 40 EPNIA members plus 
10 invited guests. Contact Steve Combs at 494 6668 or send 
an e-mail to steven combs 592@comcast net confirming 
you'll attend. 

mailto:Carol@O3Internet.com?subject=EPNIA%20Suzie%20Qs%20Reservation�


 

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  X X I I ,  N u m b e r  8  

Remember to always report suspicious activity! 

Police Emergency dial 911 
Police Non-Emergency with  

Police response call 217-788-8311 

LIKE EPNIA 
on Facebook 

 

Young volunteers from Pennsylvania and Virginia help 
clean out one of Enos Park's newest properties. 

Volunteers Rock 
The Enos Park Master Plan was developed in 2009, approved by 
the City Council in early 2010, and implemented with the for-
mation of the Enos Park Development LLC in the fall of that 
year. The Plan optimistically projected it would take at least ten 
years to get all the pieces together. The projections were wrong! 
They didn't take into consideration the time and energy that 
would be invested  by all of our new partners and volunteers.  

In less than two years, the LLC has acquired 60 properties, and 
we'll soon be breaking ground for construction with its newest 
partner, Habitat for Humanity. This project will involve up to 
300 volunteers for 8 months. During this same period, the LLC 
will be working with the fourth class of Robert Morris Univer-
sity intern students on projects from architectural design to ac-
counting to marketing and promotion of Enos Park historic 
homes. We've also received support from UIS and look forward 
to continued help with maintenance and salvage projects in the 
coming months. 

The wave of volunteer support for Enos Park projects even ex-
tended to other states when a group of 30 junior high students 
from Pennsylvania and Virginia showed up to help us clean out 
one of our latest acquisitions. The group was in Springfield par-
ticipating in a community service conference held annually by 
the First Church of the Brethren. Their energy and enthusiasm 
was infectious. We're hyped for a whole series of projects this 
coming fall. 

If you're interested in volunteering to help revitalize a historic 
neighborhood, let us know, maybe we'll get it done in five years 
instead of ten! 

Contact Steve Combs, President EPNIA at 217 494 6668 or go 
to EPNIA website for information about our Master Plan at 
www.epnia.com. 

To help with the construction of the Habitat Townhouses, con-
tact Ryan Mobley, Volunteer Manager, (217) 523.2710 ext. 14, 
volunteer@habitatsangamon.com or go to Habitat for Humanity 
of Sangamon County website www habitatsangamon.com. 

Enos Park Initiates New  
Off Duty Police Patrols 
The Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association, with 
support from the Springfield Police Department and coordi-
nated by Enos Park's (NPO) Neighborhood Police Officer, has 
initiated a series of off-duty police patrols. Two off-duty police 
officers have been hired to patrol the neighborhood in four 
hour shifts. The days, times, and locations may change each 
week, subject to the number and types of police service calls 
received during the previous week.  

The program is being paid with funds generated from the Asso-
ciation's annual Thanksgiving Pie Sale. These funds have been 
set aside in a special safety and security account designed spe-
cifically for this type of project. 

The off-duty police patrol program started the third week in 
July. Officers patrolled the neighborhood checking on Enos 
Park Development LLC properties that have been posted with 
"no trespassing" signs. The officers have been asked to use 
zero tolerance in enforcing state statutes and city ordinances 

while in Enos Park.  During 
the course of the first eve-
ning they ran background 
checks on 19 individuals 
stopped because of suspi-
cious activity. Two people 
were arrested for criminal 
trespassing and a third for a 
parole violation. 

"We are very pleased to have police presence in the neighbor-
hood on these four hour shifts" stated Steve Combs, EPNIA 
President. "Instead of calling for police assistance after the fact, 
we now have two officers already in Enos Park to help elimi-
nate problems before they occur." 

The program will continue throughout the summer and fall.  

You Can Be Part of the Special Patrols! 

Please keeping using the Enos Park Hotline 787 ENOS to pro-
vide information about reoccurring problems and suspicious 
activity. Times, locations, descriptions (people/cars) can all 
help us determine where and when to set up our special patrols. 
The hotline is NOT for emergency situations.  

http://www.epnia.com/�
mailto:volunteer@habitatsangamon.com�
http://www.habitatsangamon.com/�
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Alderman Sam Cahnman, an attorney, can be reached at 
samcahnman@yahoo.com; 528-0200; fax 528-0311 or  

915 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704 

At one time, Section 110.329 of the Springfield City Code 
provided that no person shall sell cigarettes or other tobacco 
products to any person under the age of 18 "except on the 
written order of parent or guardian of the minor or sold in the 
presence of parent or guardian."   

Seems amazing now, but that was the law on the books.  
Twenty years from now we will look back and wonder how 
we could have let our children be subjected to the cancer 
causing artificial ultra violet (UV) tanning rays 4 times more 
powerful than the sun, as long as they had a note from their 
parent or guardian.   

At one time it was not known that smoking caused lung can-
cer. Similarly, there was a time when we did not know the 
dangers of indoor tanning.  But that time is over.  The evi-
dence is in.  All the scientists and doctors agree that artificial 
indoor UV tanning causes cancer, including melanoma, 
which can kill you!  UV radiation from tanning beds has been 
classified as a known human carcinogen by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services and is recognized as 
"carcinogenic to humans" by the World Health Organization's 
International Agency for Research on Cancer in the same 
category as tobacco, mustard gas and asbestos. 

Those who use a tanning bed before age 20, or engage in 
more than 10 tanning bed sessions during their lifetime, dou-
ble their risk of melanoma.  The leading cause of cancer 
death in women ages 25-30 is melanoma, and it is second 
only to breast cancer in women ages 30-34.  Melanoma is in 
large part due to the popularity of indoor tanning among 
young women.  The younger a person engages in artificial 
UV tanning, the greater the risk of harm. 

Despite all this, we allow children under 18 in Springfield to 
engage in this potentially deadly activity as long as their par-
ent gives their written okay.   

That is why I introduced an ordinance to prohibit minors 
from engaging in this activity, just like we prohibit them from 
purchasing cigarettes, regardless of whether they have a note 
from their parent.  At our Council and Committee meetings 
we heard hours of testimony from victims, doctors and ex-
perts as well as from the tanning industry.  One mother gave 
gut-wrenching testimony about how her daughter tanned as a 
youngster.  Neither mother nor daughter knew the dangers.  
The daughter contracted melanoma.  While it was in remis-
sion, she got pregnant.  After the pregnancy, they found out 
the melanoma had returned and metastasized.  Twenty-one 
months after she gave birth to twins, the daughter died at age 
35. 

Some aldermen argued that this ordinance would take away 
more of our freedoms.  But, as Alderman Frank Lesko so 

eloquently said at our Committee of the Whole meeting, do 
we really have the freedom to allow our children to engage in 
cancer-causing activity that in many cases is fatal?  Every 
time we pass an ordinance to erect a stop sign, we take away 
someone's freedom to drive across that intersection without 
stopping.  Yet, I've never heard an alderman argue that erect-
ing a stop sign takes away our freedoms.   

Some aldermen argued that there should be a statewide ban, 
and they are right.  But, just because the State legislature has 
not yet acted to protect the children of our State, does not 
mean we as a city council should not act to protect the chil-
dren of our city.  In fact, passing this ordinance may help 
spur the State legislature to enact a statewide ban, according 
to the State Journal-Register.  

Some aldermen say that the teens will just go to tanning sa-
lons outside the city.  But all the salons in Sangamon County 
outside Springfield, except one, are in the outlying towns of 
Chatham, Auburn, Pawnee, and Rochester that will not be so 
easy for Springfield teens to get to, or for their parents to run 
to for the signing of the parental consent required by state 
law.   

Granted, some Springfield teens will still tan even if this ordi-
nance passes, but many who do now will not.  It will also 
cause parents to raise a question in their own mind — if this 
is safe, then why did Springfield ban it for minors?  This or-
dinance is not perfect, but it is a vast improvement over the 
law today and is supported by every local, state and national 
medical and dermatological society, as well as the American 
Cancer Society. 

In 1977 the late Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey said:  
"The moral test of government is how it treats those who are 
in the dawn of life, the children; those who are in the twilight 
of life, the aged; and those who are in the shadows of life, the 
sick, the needy and the handicapped." 

The moral test now facing our City Council is how we treat 
those in the dawn of life, the children of this great city.  

V i e w  f r o m  C i t y  H a l l  
By Sam Cahnman, Alderman, Ward 5 

Get the Banner by EMAIL 
Name______________________________________ 
 

Address___________________________________ 
 

E-mail address______________________________ 
 

I prefer my newsletter: 
 Delivered via e-mail to the e-mail address above 
 Delivered to my address above in hard copy 

 

Send response to info@EPNIA.com 

http://us.mc431.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=samcahnman@yahoo.com�
mailto:info@EPNIA.com�
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June was hot and dry. July was very dry with August-like 
temperatures. Now that it’s August we can expect the hottest 
temperatures of the year. It doesn’t seem fair. Central Illinois 
is suffering an all-time record-breaking drought. Hopefully, 
we’ll get some rain. The damage is evident — brown lawns, 
drooping shrubs and dead leaves on trees. Water as much as 
you can, if you can. Here’s a suggested list for August gar-
dening chores: 

WATER - It is important that all plantings go into fall well 
watered and healthy. It may take 2 or 3 months to return 
lawns, shrubs and trees to good health. Annuals and vegeta-
bles need the most, followed by perennials, lawns, shrubs, 
then trees, in that order. One- to one-and-a-half inches twice a 
week when temperatures are above 85 degrees should keep 
plantings healthy. Try to keep plants well watered to avoid 
stress. Repeated stress weakens plants, reduces or stops flow-
ering/fruit production and leaves them defenseless against 
insect and disease damage. 

PLANT - August will be our final chance to sow seeds of 
lettuce, greens, radish, spinach, turnips and carrots. Trans-
plants of broccoli, cabbage and cauliflower can be planted 
now for fall harvest. As for all other plants — plant anything 
you wish as long as it’s container-grown with an established 
root system. Any trees or shrubs that are balled-and-
burlapped should be planted in September or October, or in 
the spring. Divide any perennials after they bloom. 

FEED - Continue regular feeding of vegetables, annuals, per-
ennials and container plants only if they are watered regu-
larly, not overly stressed. Roses should get their last feeding 
of the year this month. 

HARVEST - Everything you can. This month will bring us 
melons, tomatoes, peppers, summer squash, early apples, 
blackberries, elderberries and peaches. Check pears for near 
ripeness. Dig potatoes when the tops die back. Dry, freeze or 
can anything you want. 

PRUNE - Stray, broken, diseased or wayward branches from 
trees and shrubs. Prune any flowering shrub within 30 days 
after bloom. Shear hedges for the last time this month. 

WEED - whenever you can. They’re prolific in August. Per-
ennials slow down when it’s hot and dry, but weeds thrive. 

LAWNS - are suffering now. Many are dormant, if not dead. 
Water if you can, mow at the proper height. August 15th to 
the end of September is the best time to re-seed, establish a 
new lawn from seed or lay sod. 

INSECTS - are at their worst in August. Like weeds, they 
seem to thrive in heat. They are fully grown, have multiplied 
profusely and repeatedly, have voracious appetites and (some 
of them) seem to want to make our lives miserable. If you 
have more than a slight problem that’s ongoing, act immedi-
ately. Damage can sometimes be swift and thorough. Hand 
pick or hose them from your plants. If that doesn’t work, use 

insecticides as a last resort. Follow all label instructions care-
fully. 

PLAN - for spring bulbs. They will be available by the end of 
the month. Plan any changes you wish to make to your gar-
dens this fall or next spring. Advance planning can help en-
sure a more pleasing outcome when changes are made. Sep-
tember and October are good months to move things around 
or completely renovate a perennial bed. Taking notes through 
the year and having a plan on paper would be a great help. 

Garden as best you can this month, despite the excessive heat 
and drought. 

ENJOY! 

 

I n  T h e  G a r d e n  
By Jerry Blackburn 

Jerry Blackburn has been a garden designer for 30 years. 
He designs, installs, maintains and renovates perennial beds 
and borders.  He was employed at Washington Park Botani-
cal Gardens for 11 years. 

The Enos Park Banner 
Sponsored by the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Associa-
tion, Inc.  The editor is Marilyn R. Piland, 837 N. 8th St. Circula-
tion is 500, distributed monthly on the first Tuesday of each 
month.  To contribute an article, idea or place an ad, call 522-9381 
or e-mail m.piland@comcast.net or fax       522-3060.  The dead-
line for copy is the 20th.   
 
Advertising rates are: 
 1/16 page $15  $37.50   for 3 mo. 
 1/8   page $20  $50.00   for 3 mo. 
 1/4   page $40   $100.00 for 3 mo. 
 1/2   page $75  $187.50 for 3 mo. 
 Full  page $125  $312.50 for 3 mo.  

Want to Support Enos Park? 
Call 522-9381 for more information 

mailto:m.piland@comcast.net�
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2012 EPNIA Officers 
Steve Combs, President ......................................... 494-6668 
Michelle Higginbotham, Vice President ............... 553-4629 
Linda Maier, Secretary ............. (cell) 971-9138,   547-5526 
Bryan Allen, Treasurer .......................................... 725-3341 
Owen Anderson, Director ........ (cell) 899-0320,   528-9107 
Dennis Chrans, Director ........................................ 544-1464 
Diane Combs, Director .......................................... 494-6658 
Fletcher Farrar, Director ........... (cell) 502-9149,   523-2801 
Jack Kriel, Director .................. (cell) 622-1943,   546-5157 
Cynthia Mehl, Director ......................................... 753-2680 
Rick Mehl, Director .............................................. 753-2680 
Dennis Musser, Director ....................................... 528-7106 
Betsy Dollar, Associate Director, non-voting ....... 523-3507 
Marilyn Piland, Executive Director ...................... 522-9381 

Mark Your Calendar:  
Memorial’s Be Aware Women’s Fair 
Sat., Oct. 20, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Orr Building, Illinois State Fairgrounds 

Join us for our Third Annual Women’s Outing!  

Bring your friends, mother, sisters, daughters! 

Nearly 30 free health screenings, including bone density, 
blood pressure, body fat analysis and blood glucose, with 
general health information about diabetes, fitness, gluten-free 
diets and more! Entertainment includes Zumba, Belly Danc-
ing and a crossfit demonstration. Browse dozens of exhibits 
for finance, fitness, nutrition, health, beauty, massage, cloth-
ing fashion, home décor, and education.  

Proceeds support Memorial’s mammography patient assis-
tance fund, which helps women in our communities who 
may need additional tests after receiving a positive mammo-
gram result but can't afford the associated expenses. 

Admission is $4,but you’ll find a coupon for $3 admission at 
www.BeAwareWomensFair.com. (Participants in the Ameri-
can Cancer Society’s Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 
walk that same morning receive free admission!)  

Hope to see you there!  

Heart Failure Support Group 
The heart failure support group is for people with heart fail-
ure or at risk for heart failure, their family members and 
friends. You do not have to be a patient of Memorial 
Medical Center to attend; everyone interested in our topics 
is invited! These meetings are free of charge.  
The meeting location alternates between Memorial Medical 
Center and Family Medical Center of Chatham. You can 
check the dates and locations on the Memorial Medical Cen-
ter Event Calendar, www memorialmedical.com, or call 788
-0220 for more information or to register.   
These meetings will include low-sodium refreshments. 
2012 Meeting Schedule 
♦ August 8, 10 a m. at MMC, Room D229:  When You 

Dine – Avoid the Fine: Eating Out the Low-Sodium 
Way  

♦ September 13, 7 p m., Family Medical Center Chatham 
lobby - Heart Failure Medications 

♦ October 10, 10 a m. at MMC, Room D229: What's Your 
Score? Learn About  Sleep Disorder Breathing 

♦ November 8, 7 p.m., Family Medical Center Chatham 
lobby – Diabetes 

♦ December 12, 10 a m. at MMC, Room D229: Heart Fail-
ure: Got Questions? Ask the Panel  

Babysitting Clinics 
Memorial will offer free Babysitting Clinics for boys and 
girls ages 11 and older. They will learn from a nurse and 
representatives from Springfield’s fire and police department 
how to care for a baby and what to do in case of fire or other 
emergency.  
♦ Sept. 15 
♦ Dec. 15 
The CPR for Babysitters class is open to those who have 
completed the introductory babysitting course. There is a $10 
fee for this class to cover the cost of materials. 
♦ Oct. 6 
♦ Jan. 26  
Register for both these classes by calling 788-3333. 

C o m m u n i t y  
H e a l t h  C o r n e r  
By Memorial Medical Center 

 

http://www.BeAwareWomensFair.com�
http://www.memorialmedical.com�
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At Qik-n-EZ we're more than just a  
convenience store. We offer quality  

products with fast and friendly service. QE has 
everything you need, when you need it.  

With 11 locations throughout central Illinois -  
we are where you need us.  

Enos Park Banner is going 

ELECTRONIC 

Do you enjoy the Banner? 
If so, let us know how you’d  

like to get it. 
Complete the form below or  
e-mail us your preference! 

Name______________________________________ 
 

Address___________________________________ 
 

E-mail address______________________________ 
 

I prefer my newsletter: 
 Delivered via e-mail to the e-mail address above 
 Delivered to my address above in hard copy 

 

Send response to info@EPNIA.com 
or mail form to  

821 N. 5th St. - Springfield, IL 62702 

The author has completed over twenty-four whole house 
renovations in Central Illinois, some of them in the Enos 
Park area, and two projects have made it to The National 
Register of Historic Places earning him a place in Regis-
ter’s Who’s Who in Executives and Professionals. 

Does it look right or not? 
Adding gingerbread to fancy up a house is challenging and 
rewarding if you plan ahead before you begin to cut wood.  
If I have a sample of what was there, I can pretty much copy 
and save a little research.  The most important issue is going 
to be the scale or size of the trims to be placed, and I try to 
follow some rules of thumb.  Today’s 2x4 is not the same 
dimensions as turn of the century's 2x4.  You will have to err 
on the side of larger materials that can be dressed down to 
the dimensions you are looking for.   
 
As we replace the porches and trims at our two projects at 8th 
and Enos, take notice of how it all fits back into place.  If we 
were to try and produce an old looking house with stock ma-
terials it would not look right because the new parts that 
stores carry are no longer as large as they were in the “Old 
Days”.  So my suggestion to any old house homeowner is to 
replace or repair your Victorian Trims so the home maintains 
its character and is as pleasant an addition to the neighbor-
hood as when first built. 

Living with Character 
By K.J. Knox 

Have a Message? 
Want to Support Enos Park? 

1/8 page for $20 
3 issues for $50 

Call 522-9381 for more information 

Featured Property 

1141 N. Fifth 

Classic 1800s 2-story home 
Winding (original) staircase. Renovated top to bottom 

6 yrs ago by Old Neighborhood Rehab. 
new roof, plumbing, HVAC, electrical 

Great kitchen for entertaining 
2.5c garage, wheelchair access to 1st floor 

$117,500  
Contact Linda Maier at The Real Estate Firm, Inc. 

(217) 547-5500 or cell (217) 547-5526 

mailto:info@EPNIA.com�
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visit us on the web at 

www.EPNIA.com 

First, my sincere thanks to the readers who were concerned 
when my column wasn't on the back page as usual in the 
June issue of The Banner--it's nice to know people noticed. 
It was my error for not updating my contact list with 
Marilyn's new email. Next month will mark my 20th anni-
versary of writing this column and I am profoundly grateful 
for such a sturdy soapbox these two decades. 

Onward to this month's topic, which is about recent media 
coverage. In the public relations trade there's an old saying 
that "any PR is good PR." There are some exceptions, of 
course--ask some of our former governors if they might have 
benefited from less publicity. I admit, I cringe when I see 
Enos Park in the news for crime, whether it's something mi-
nor in Police Beat or a full-blown article.  

But lately we've been getting a lot of good ink recognizing 
the improvements we've been making. For example, the July 
14th issue of the State Journal-Register had us splashed in 
two places above the fold. The front page article on the 
Northside Children's Library told about the 15,000 books 
now available, thanks to donations. As you probably know, 
it's in the lower level of Third Presbyterian Church on North 
7th. See details and hours at northsidechildrensli-
brary.weebly.com. The article pointed out that the library 
also offers games, social events and craft workshops. It's a 
place for kids to relax as well as to do research and home-
work.  

The McClernand Elementary School students who were 
interviewed had it right when they said reading is required 
for success. Even the most talented athlete or rock star needs 
to be able to peruse a contract! Getting kids to connect with 
books sets them on a course that will bring so many rewards. 
Studies show they're more likely to graduate if they're read-
ing at grade level in third grade so building on early success 
will pay off with higher earnings, better health and even a 
longer lifespan. 

The City & State section of the same day's paper had an arti-
cle on about 20 young people from the Church of the Breth-
ren in Pennsylvania cleaning out a house on 8th Street as a 
community service project. It had been sitting empty for 
three years so it was quite a task to strip it of accumulated 
clutter. The group not only pitched in to help, they tossed 
out trash and sorted things that could be donated for use 
elsewhere. The property is now owned by Enos Park Devel-
opment LLC, and it's part of a larger plan to stabilize and 
upgrade our area. The article mentioned that the church 
members had also picked up trash at other properties. If 
"cleanliness is next to godliness," then their good works will 
surely be noticed by more than us and the SJ-R. 

The July 12-18, 2012 issue of the Illinois Times had a cover 
story on "Lithuanians in Springfield" which was kicked off 
by the May 19th dedication of a new historical marker at 7th 

and Enterprise. In 1908 the St. Vincent de Paul Lithuanian 
Catholic Church was built at 8th and Enos, now the site of a 
parking lot. (Add your own historic preservationist "kick 
me" joke here.) William Fury's excellent article mentioned 
area employers of the day such as Pillsbury, Springfield 
Watch Company, International Shoe Company and, of 
course, the mines. I hadn't realized so many Enos Park 
dwellings had once been boarding houses but taking in lodg-
ers was certainly a way to make ends meet. I wonder if mod-
ern day landladies also scrub coal dust off of miners' backs? 
I'm guessing not. 

The July 5-11 Illinois Times returned to a by now popular 
topic: the Bicycle Doctor, which recently opened on 5th 
Street just south of the railroad tracks. When I visited the 
shop I noted the light tubes bringing free illumination from 
the roof even on overcast days. Robert and Cyd LaBonte 
went a step further to install an array of solar panels which 
will generate over 2,000 kilowatt hours of power each year. 
Every electric bike they sell will leave with a full charge, 
direct from the sun. Oh, and have you noticed the Amish-
built storage building that looks like a smaller version of the 
shop? It's a good example of new construction that seam-
lessly fits with the old. 

The same issue highlighted a gallery show at the Springfield 
Art Association, another Enos Park landmark. There's never 
a shortage of news about their exhibits, historic events, 
workshops, classes, film festivals and holiday parties. A 
friend works at their Michael J. Victor Library, and I enjoy 
dropping in to see what's going on, especially during the 
Edwards Place Fine Art Fair's book sale. There's still time 
through the end of August to enjoy "Lemonade with Lin-
coln" each Wednesday from 12:30-1:30. As the SAA web-
site says, it's "part of Springfield’s popular History Comes 
Alive series of events. Mr. Lincoln will come calling to talk 
politics, catch up on the local gossip, and sample refresh-
ments. The public is invited to come calling as well for the 
chance to spend time with Mr. Lincoln. Children are espe-
cially welcome." 

I always enjoy hearing Tim Landis give the business report 
on WUIS. He recently mentioned on the radio that Susie Q's 
will be reopening. All this good PR pulls people into Enos 
Park to look around and take stock of what's being accom-
plished. Come for the lemonade, then stay to find out just 
how friendly potential neighbors can be! 

A t  H o m e  i n  t h e  P a r k  
By Lola L. Lucas 

Lola Lucas is the author of At Home in the Park: Loving a 
Neighborhood Back to Life, about Springfield in general and 
Enos Park in particular.  You can find it at Amazon.com & 
other online booksellers.  
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Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association 

August Membership Meeting 
 

Susie Q's Restaurant 
 

Tuesday, August 14th, 6 pm 
at Susie Q's Restaurant 

 
R.S.V.P. by Friday, August 10th 

Serving 40 guests. Preference to EPNIA members!  
 

Contact Steve Combs  
494 6668 or steven combs 592@comcast.net  
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